
English 3510:  Shakespeare 

Spring 2012 / MWF 12:00-12:50 p.m. / 3 credit hours /  

MC 103 

Professor:  Dr. Ace G. Pilkington 

Office Hours:  MWF 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and by appointment 
Office:  MC 224 / Office Phone: 652-7809 / E-mail: dobryniadragon@yahoo.com 

 

CLASS DESCRIPTION AND GOALS: 
 
English 3510 is required of all English majors pursuing the Literary Studies emphasis, 

and is open for other interested students. Students can expect to do close readings of at 

least six plays (actually nine) and to study such secondary materials as literary criticism, 

historical background, and film and theatrical representations of the plays. As perhaps the 

single most important cultural icon in our society, Shakespeare also offers an excellent 

opportunity to look at the nature of literary reputations, national competitiveness in 

cultures, and the shifting map of such issues over time. Students will learn to incorporate 

these materials into their own class discussions and will also produce papers that reflect 

their new knowledge. Additional class evaluation will come through tests.  
 
 
An upper division course such as this one should help you understand and control 

literature.  Understanding means following the author’s broad strokes and nuances, 

decoding his or her images, and even intuiting those personal, whimsical meanings that 

are just beyond the horizon of public discourse.  Controlling means fitting the work into 

contexts, literary, historical, cultural, aesthetic, philosophical, or political.  Perhaps the 

ultimate context is your own life and the ultimate horizon of understanding is the space 

inside your head.  An upper division course should help you think better, enjoy life more 

completely, and live in the world more comfortably.  Why not?  Fifteen weeks is a long 

time.  If a class is working properly, it should be an opportunity, not an obstacle. 
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL GOALS AND OBJECTIVES: 
 
GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND EVALUATION OF LITERARY STUDIES EMPHASIS COURSES, 

including genre, period, culture, author studies, world literature, Shakespeare, and literary theory 

(these are the general requirements; individual professors will determine specific requirements in their 

curriculum) 

 

Goals to be reached:  

Students will be expected to achieve the following:  

 Broaden and deepen their understanding of the unique value of literary expression as an aesthetic 

form that challenges the senses, the intellect, and the imagination as it offer insight into human 

values and identity; 

 Appreciate the complex relationship between the aesthetic and intellectual aspects of literature and 

the culture and time in which it is produced; 

 Accept literary diversity as a reality and as a source of enrichment, vitality, and strength; 

 Increase their respect for literature in its various forms and different worldviews;  



 Achieve an awareness of the power of literature to contribute to human understanding and 

remembrance;  

 Gain familiarity with and an ability to write about and discuss key canonical texts but also to show 

an understanding of non-canonical literature; 

 Analyze literature critically from different theoretical points of view. 

 

 

Objectives to achieve goals:  

Students will be expected to complete the following:  

 Read an extensive amount of literature of various genres (essays, poetry, short fiction, drama, and 

novels); 

 Participate in meaningful discussions of literature within the classroom; 

 Respond to texts in writing assignments in and outside the classroom, some of which would 

involve a research component; 

 Take at least one timed in-class examination. 

  

 

Evaluation standards:  

Students will be assessed based on their ability to:  

 Analyze and write about texts critically and eloquently;  

 Contribute to textual analyses and discussions with fresh and cogent insights;  

 Organize their thoughts clearly and maintain a focus, especially in their written work;  

 Conduct research effectively and critically; 

 Incorporate research persuasively in textual analyses and adhere to current citation and 

documentation conventions; 

 Produce grammatically correct and stylistically engaging sentences; 

 Present their research articulately;  

 Participate regularly and contribute to classroom discussions;  

 Complete regular homework assignments; 

 Perform satisfactorily on exams. 

 

TEXTS:  

 William Shakespeare’s  Much Ado About Nothing, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 

Twelfth Night, Hamlet, Macbeth, Henry IV part I, Merchant of Venice, Measure for 

Measure, and The Tempest, in single volume, paperback editions available at the 

Dixie College bookstore (though any edition of the plays with explanatory notes 

on the same or facing page as the text will do).  

If you'd like to use online Shakespeare texts (with notes) that don't cost anything, 

you can find them (except for Measure for Measure) here: 

http://www.shakespeare-navigators.com/  

GRADES are based on the following: 
 

 1. Tests: There will be three tests for this semester. The first will be an essay test which 

you will submit to me via e-mail, and the next two will be multiple choice tests that you 

will take in the testing center on Canvas. 

 2.  Essays: Two essays each 1250 words (5 pages), one essay will include scholarly 
sources and demonstrate knowledge of literary critical methods; the other will be 
more open ended and will allow for a freer flow of ideas and a more open 
expression of opinions. Possible range of topics for these essays will be 
determined in class discussions, and students will be given at least one class day 

http://www.shakespeare-navigators.com/


for essay preparation. The essays should, of course, be typed, double-spaced, 
correctly punctuated. You should be sure to include a word count and to number 
your pages. Each essay is worth 100 points. All papers should be submitted via e-
mail to the following address dobryniadragon@yahoo.com Please paste your papers 
in the body of the e-mail. DO NOT SEND ATTACHMENTS!!! 

  3.  Extra Credit:  Reading any of the titles on the extra credit book list, writing a 
100 word reaction to it, and discussing it with me is worth 5 points (unless it is 
marked otherwise).  Writing a 500 word paper is worth 5 points for the paper, 
plus 5 points for the book, and no discussion is necessary.  You may earn up to 15 
points of extra credit in this way.  All extra credit must be in two weeks before the 
semester ends.  

 
4. Attendance and Other :  Although I expect you to attend class, I will not penalize 

you for a reasonable number of absences.  However, at the point when you miss 
more than half the class sessions, you also miss passing the class.  Each play will be 
allotted approximately two weeks of class time.  

5. Final Exam : Friday, April 27th from 12:30 to 2:30. 
NOTE:  Test dates will be announced well in advance, and there will always be a 

review or discussion on the day before the test.   
 

NUMERICAL-LETTER GRADE EQUIVALENTS 
 

95-100  = A 
90-94    = A- 
86-89    = B+ 
83-85    = B 
80-82    = B- 
76-79    = C+ 
73-75    = C 
70-72    = C- 
66-69    = D+ 
63-65    = D 
60-62    = D- 
0-59      = F 

 
 
For information on DSC disability resources visit: http://www.dixie.edu/drcenter/ 
 

What to Do if You Get Sick 

 

First of all, STAY HOME. DO NOT COME TO CLASS. I will not penalize you for 

missing my classes if you are sick. Make sure you have someone who will record the 

lectures for you or take good notes. I advise you to identify such a person in advance. 

Second of all, let me know that you are missing class because of an illness—write me an 

e-mail and send it to dobryniadragon@yahoo.com  If you feel truly awful, you can wait a 

day or two before you notify me. 

mailto:dobryniadragon@yahoo.com
http://www.dixie.edu/drcenter/
mailto:dobryniadragon@yahoo.com


Below is the DSC’s information page on H1N1 and the guidelines for those who are sick. 

Notice, the College wants you to stay at home if you exhibit any flu-like symptoms, and 

note that, according to a Time magazine article, “nearly half of those infected did not 

develop a fever,” so that cold you think you have may be more serious (see the article 

posted below).  

Dixie State College of Utah H1N1 Flu Information and Precautions 

Dixie State College of Utah is aware of the growing concern of the H1N1 virus and has 

been closely monitoring the latest news updates, both from the Southwest Utah Public 

Health Department (SUPHD) and from media outlets.  

 

In keeping with CDC recommendations, Dixie State students, staff, and faculty who are 

experiencing flu like symptoms should consult a healthcare provider and avoid 

unnecessary contact until the symptoms have passed. In addition, DSC students who 

contract the H1N1 flu or may begin experiencing flu-like symptoms may visit/contact the 

DSC Wellness Center, located in the northeast entrance of the DSC Old Gym.  

 

Students may also contact the DSC Wellness Center at 652-7756 or visit 

http://wellness.dixie.edu. The DSC Wellness Center staff will assist students in 

finding proper health care and help contact professors and instructors. 
 

Dixie State College officials will continue to consult with SUPHD and state health 

departments and take necessary steps as more information becomes available. 

In addition, Dixie State College follows the CDC protocol which is to instruct the employee or student: 

“Stay home if you are sick for 7 days after your symptoms begin or until you have been 

symptom-free for 24 hours, whichever is longer. This is to keep from infecting others and 

spreading the virus further.” (From CDC H1N1 web site.)  If the employee or student 

chooses to go to the doctor and bring a doctor’s statement that he or she is not infected 

with H1N1, the employee or student could return as soon as he or she is symptom free, if 

that occurs within the 7 day period.” 

 

The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated each year, but good 

health habits like covering your cough and washing your hands often can help stop the 

spread of germs and prevent respiratory illnesses like the flu. There also are flu antiviral 

drugs that can be used to treat and prevent the flu. Here are some other steps” 

 

1. Avoid close contact.  

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep your distance 

from others to protect them from getting sick, too. 

 

2. Stay home when you are sick. 

If possible, stay home from work, school and errands when you are sick. You will help 

prevent others from catching your illness. 

 

3. Cover your mouth and nose. 

http://wellness.dixie.edu/index.htm


Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing. It may prevent 

those around you from getting sick. 

 

4. Clean your hands. 

Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs. 

 

5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. 

Germs are often spread when a person touches something that is contaminated with 

germs and then touches his or her eyes, nose or mouth. 

 

6. Practice other good health habits. 

Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and 

eat nutritious food. 

 

Prevention and treatment information is available on the following websites: 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/qa.htm 

http://health.utah.gov/epi/h1n1flu/ 

http://health.utah.gov/epi/h1n1flu/ 

http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/college-alert.htm 

http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1/K12_dismissal.htm 

 
 
Preparing for H1Nl 
WHEN FLU SEASON HITS IN a few months, doctors may 

be paying more attention to 

coughs and sniffles than to 

fevers. A study of H1N1 cases 

from 2009 found that nearly 

half of those infected did not 

develop a fever, the classic 

symptom of flu. To lower the 

risk of transmission, health 

officials recommend that 

people 6 months and older 

get immunized with the 

H1N1 vaccine. 

 

From Time, Aug. 16, 2010. Story by Alice Park. 

 

 

 
 
For information on H1N1 flu visit: http://new.dixie.edu/flu/index.php 
FARMINGTON, Utah (AP) — Utah health officials are encouraging flu shots after seeing an increase in 

hospitalizations [in Utah] and new cases in Europe 

(http://www.necn.com/pages/print_landing?&blockID=3&apID=b348278df568470898866057237dcae4&) 

 
For information on Dmail visit: http://new.dixie.edu/helpdesk/dmail.php 
 
For information on drop date, finals dates,  and other useful dates visit: 
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2012  
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For information on DSC Writing Center visit: http://dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 
 
For information on the Testing Center visit: http://www.dixie.edu/testing/index.php 
 
For library information visit: http://library.dixie.edu/ 
 
For DSC attendance policy visit: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 
 
For DSC plagiarism definition and for information on consequences of plagiarism visit: 
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/mlastyle/Plagiarism.htm 
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