
English 3510:  Shakespeare 

Spring 2015/ MWF 12:00-12:50 p.m. / 3 credit hours /  

MCD 106 

Professor:  Dr. Ace G. Pilkington 

Office Hours:  MWF 3:00 p.m.  to 4:30 p.m. and by appointment 
Office:  MC 224 / Office Phone: 652-7809 / E-mail: ace9pilkington@hotmail.com 

(always include your name and the class name in the subject line when writing 
e-mails) 

 
CLASS DESCRIPTION AND GOALS: 
 
English 3510 is required of all English majors pursuing the Literary Studies emphasis, 
and is open for other interested students. Students can expect to do close readings of at 
least six plays (actually nine) and to study such secondary materials as literary criticism, 
historical background, and film and theatrical representations of the plays. As perhaps the 
single most important cultural icon in our society, Shakespeare also offers an excellent 
opportunity to look at the nature of literary reputations, national competitiveness in 
cultures, and the shifting map of such issues over time. Students will learn to incorporate 
these materials into their own class discussions and will also produce papers that reflect 
their new knowledge. Additional class evaluation will come through tests.  
 
 
An upper division course such as this one should help you understand and control 
literature.  Understanding means following the author’s broad strokes and nuances, 
decoding his or her images, and even intuiting those personal, whimsical meanings that 
are just beyond the horizon of public discourse.  Controlling means fitting the work into 
contexts, literary, historical, cultural, aesthetic, philosophical, or political.  Perhaps the 
ultimate context is your own life and the ultimate horizon of understanding is the space 
inside your head.  An upper division course should help you think better, enjoy life more 
completely, and live in the world more comfortably.  Why not?  Fifteen weeks is a long 
time.  If a class is working properly, it should be an opportunity, not an obstacle. 
 
 

GRADES are based on the following: 
 

Tests: There will be three multiple choice tests that you will take in the testing center 
on Canvas. Each test will be worth 100 points. 
 
Essays: Two essays, each 1250 words (5 pages) and each worth 100 points, one 
essay will include scholarly sources and demonstrate knowledge of literary/critical 
methods; the other will be more open ended and will allow for a freer flow of ideas 
and a more open expression of opinions. This essay provides an opportunity to look 
back at your experiences in the course in a way that will allow you to evaluate those 
experiences and fix the knowledge you have acquired in your memories as part of a 



coherent whole. The essay should say something about how this class has affected 
you, what you’ve learned, and how you’ve changed (if you have).  In effect, though it 
may start out with daily class notes, it will be the account of a journey and must not 
degenerate into a journal.  Possible range of topics for these essays will be determined 
in class discussions and by email, and students will be given at least one class day for 
essay preparation. Before you write and submit your research paper, you must e-
mail to me (and I must approve) a thesis statement. The essays should, of course, 
be double-spaced, coherent, and correctly punctuated. You should be sure to include a 
word count.  
Research Paper is due on March 16th. Enlightenment Essay is due on April 19th.  

 
How To Submit Your Essays: 
You will submit each essay through Canvas, using Assignments tool, and via e-mail. 
Your essay will not be graded until both submissions are received. 
 
Submitting through Canvas: 

1. Go to the course homepage.  
2. Scroll below the “What To Do If You Get Sick Message” to find a link—

Research Paper (Essay 1) or Enlightenment Essay (Essay 2). 
3. Click on the link. That will take you to the page where you will UPLOAD your 

essay. 
4. Use only DOC or DOCX files. Please DO NOT upload pdf, google doc, rft, or 

anything that is not doc or docx. I will not be able to make comments on files that 
are not doc or docx, so you will have to resubmit.  

5. Before submitting your paper, make sure to read over “Punctuation, Plagiarism, 
Paraphrasing, and Works Cited.doc” on Canvas (right below submission links). 

Note that your essays will go through TurnItIn Plagiarism check.  
 
If you’d like a high quality word processor for free that will emulate Microsoft 
(including doc and docx), try www.OpenOffice.org or just type Open Office into your 
browser.  One negative note about Open Office:  it won’t handle a book-length 
manuscript very well. Perhaps a better free word processor is LibreOffice, available at 
www.libreoffice.org 
 

 
Submitting via e-mail: 

1. Create an e-mail message to the following address: ace9pilkington@hotmail.com 
2. Put your name and the name of the course in the subject line. 
3. PASTE your paper in the body of the e-mail. DO NOT SEND 

ATTACHMENTS!!! 
 
 
Extra Credit: You may read any of Shakespeare’s plays not assigned as class reading, or 
you may read various books and watch certain films (I’ll provide titles as the semester 
goes along). You will get 10 points of extra credit for writing a 500-word report and 
uploading it in the Extra Credit folder in Canvas.  All extra credit must be in two weeks 
before the semester ends. You may earn a maximum of 20 points of extra credit.  

 



 

 

What to Do if You Get Sick 

First of all, STAY HOME. DO NOT COME TO CLASS. I will not penalize you for 
missing my classes if you are sick. Make sure you have someone who will record the 
lectures for you or take good notes. I advise you to identify such a person in advance. 
Second of all, let me know that you are missing class because of an illness—write me an 
e-mail and send it to ace9pilkington@hotmail.com  If you feel truly awful, you can wait a 
day or more before you notify me.  Your responsibility in this class is to keep up with the 
reading and lectures.  There is a reading schedule, and I will post the lectures on Canvas 
(barring any recording glitches). As long as you keep up, I'm not worried about your 
attendance. But do keep in mind that if you’re not sick or having some other terrible 
difficulty, you should come to class. This system is meant to make things easier and 
healthier for everybody (and student feedback says it works); it’s not meant to help you 
procrastinate. 
Drop date is February 2nd.  

 
 
TEXTS:  
 
Bottom line:  You can easily arrange this course so your texts are free.  Here’s what you 
need to know: 
 
Please note that the texts for our Shakespeare class consist of nine plays by Shakespeare 
(You will read them and be tested on them in the following order—there will be three 
tests—Much Ado About Nothing, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Twelfth Night; Hamlet, 
Macbeth, Henry IV part I; The Merchant of Venice, Measure for Measure, and The 
Tempest). Any edition of the plays with explanatory notes on the same or facing page as 
the text will do just fine (including online or electronic texts provided they come with 
such notes—see below).  Of course, you can buy these plays in single volume, paperback 
editions available at the Dixie State University Bookstore, but you can certainly find 
cheaper options, as the Dixie University Bookstore shows you on their web site.  
However, the editions in the bookstore are inexpensive—$25.50 before tax for new 
copies, which is 4 dollars more than last year.  
 
By the way, if you'd like to use online Shakespeare texts (with notes) that don't cost 
anything, you can find them here: http://www.shakespeare-navigators.com/ They don’t 
have Measure for Measure, but the other eight are available, and you can arrange your 
computer screen so you have notes and text visible at once.  The notes are not the most 
insightful in the history of the world, but they're pretty good.  Also, the web site has  A. 
C. Bradley's Shakespearean Tragedy, which you can read for extra credit if you wish.  
You can find Measure for Measure here http://www.shakespeare-



online.com/plays/measurescenes.html (and the other plays as well), but the notes come at 
the end of scenes and are sometimes more scholarly than helpful.  You can find The 
Tempest, Twelfth Night, and Henry IV Part 1 here http://www.speak-the-speech.org/ in 
both texts with notes and audio performances.  In other words, you can listen to an audio 
performance and follow along with the script. The Dixie State University ebrary has quite 
a bit of Shakespearean material, including recent Yale texts (with notes) of A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Twelfth Night, Hamlet, Macbeth, The Merchant of Venice, and The 
Tempest. These are quite good. 
 
We will also read some other material about Shakespeare, including some chapters from 
biographies, but these will be available on Canvas, and so will not cost anything.   
 
Bottom line:  You can easily arrange this course so your texts are free. 
 
Copies of the Complete Works (which you don’t need) can be extortionately expensive 
($144.95 for the Riverside in spring of 2012, up from $128.95 the year before, 2013 list 
price $157.95 or $127.38 from Barnes and Noble, up from $91.29 at Amazon in spring of 
2011. In 2014, it is called the Wadsworth Shakespeare and sells for 159.48 on Amazon.), 
but you can order used copies of The Complete Signet Classic Shakespeare 
(Hardcover) by Sylvan Barnet from Amazon starting as low as $1.41 (plus $3.99 
shipping). Or in 2015, $1.80. It’s a very good edition but not recent. It is good 
enough to use for scholarly citations or other, similar purposes, though. Perhaps the 
best recent edition is The Norton Shakespeare: Based on the Oxford Edition (Second 
Edition) (Vol. One-Volume Clothbound) [Hardcover] Stephen Greenblatt (Editor).  There 
are used copies for around $58, up from $45 last year, and $24 two years ago, but new 
copies run about $72, up from $70 last year and $62 two years ago. In 2015, it’s basically 
the same--$74, new and $51 used (or used but actually new).  Be aware that the original 
Oxford edition, though it made seismic changes in the way the texts are regarded, did not 
have notes, and you should not buy it!  If you’re thinking of doing something expensive, 
buy the Norton version of the Oxford Edition instead!  My advice is spend as little money 
as possible, just be sure that whatever you buy or borrow has notes that you can see 
without looking anything up or turning to the back of the book. Be careful.  Most editions 
of the Complete Works advertised by Amazon or Barnes and Noble (or handed down 
from relatives) do not have notes!  This is also true for Kindles.  Even something like 
this:  
“THE COMPLETE PLAYS OF SHAKESPEARE (Special Kindle Illustrated and 
Commented Edition) All of William Shakespeare's Unabridged Plays AND Yale Critical 
Analysis ... (The Complete Works of Shakespeare) [Kindle Edition]” though it has 
additional essays, does not have notes.  If you’re in doubt about Kindles (and I haven’t 
found one yet for Shakespeare with notes), remember that Amazon will send you a free 
sample of the book so you can check it out. 
 
 
 
Final Exam : Our final is scheduled for Wednesday, May 6th from 12:30 to 2:30. 
 



 
NOTE:  Test dates will be announced well in advance, and there will always be a review 
on the class day before the test.   
 

NUMERICAL-LETTER GRADE EQUIVALENTS 
 

95-100  = A 
90-94    = A- 
86-89    = B+ 
83-85    = B 
80-82    = B- 
76-79    = C+ 
73-75    = C 
70-72    = C- 
66-69    = D+ 
63-65    = D 
60-62    = D- 
0-59      = F 

 
 

Attendance and Other :  See "What To Do If  You Get Sick" above. 

 
 
 
Shakespeare Reading List SPR 15 
  
Test I (Jan. 12—Feb. 11) 
 
Jan. 12, 14, 16, 21—Much Ado About Nothing 
 
Jan. 23, 26, 28, 30—Midsummer Night’s Dream 
 
Feb. 2, 4, 6, 9—Twelfth Night 
 
Also during this time period you should read the following from Canvas: 
 
• Shakespeare Bio Ackroyd.pdf 
• Shakespeare Bio Payne.pdf 
·  Authorship Question 
·  Wells authorship 
·  Oxford's Letters 
·  Benedick's Transformation 
·  Shakespearean Snapshots 
·  Elizabethan Life 
·  Taming of the Shrew Insights 98 
·  Elizabethan History 
·  Much Ado and Pride and Prejudice 



·  Force of Imagination 
·  Folktales, Myths, and Amazons 
·  Twelfth Night 
·  Twelth Night:Madness and Folly 
• Filmography Midsummer Much Ado 12 Night.pdf 
• Puck (Piskey) Stories Piskey Stories.doc 
 
Test II (Feb. 11—Mar. 27) 
 
Feb. 11, 13, 18, 20—Hamlet 
 
Mar. 2, 4, 6, 16—Macbeth 
 
Mar.18, 20, 23, 25—Henry IV part 1 
 
Also during this time period you should read the following from Canvas: 

• International Shakespeare 

• The Masks of Hamlet 

• Deliberate Prince 

• Good Ghost and Bad Witches 

• Hamlet Question 

• ZEFFIRELLI'S SHAKESPEARE 

• Ophelia Poem 

• I Hate Hamlet 

• Real Macbeth 

• Merchant of Venice 

• Measure for Measure in the Light 

• Merry Wives of Windsor 

• 1599.pdf 

• Witchcraft Continued History Today.doc 

• Chimes at Midnight from _Screening Shakespeare from Richard II to Henry V_ 
by Ace G. Pilkington. University of Delaware Press, 1991 

• English Kings Maps 

• English Kings 



•  Henry 4 part one Filmography.pdf 

• Hamlet Filmography.pdf 

•  Macbeth Filmography.pdf 

• Falstaff of Merry Wives of Windsor.doc 

• Real Falstaff ENGLAND IN THE AGE OF WYCLIFFE Trevelyan.doc 

• Titus Andronicus article by Ace G. Pilkington 

 

 

Test III (Mar. 27—Apr. 24) 

Mar. 27, 30, Apr. 1, 3—Merchant of Venice 

Apr. 6, 8, 10, 13 —Measure for Measure 

Apr. 15, 17, 20, 22—The Tempest 
Also during this time period you should read the following from Canvas: 
·  Tempest 
·  Measure for Measure 
·  Analysis of Scenes: Measure and Merchant 
·  Nominee in Alaska Wants to Outlaw Sex 
·   Spirits of Another Sort 
·  Characteristics of Romance 
·  Caliban's Name.doc 
·  Ariel Alone and Prospero's Third Thoughts 
·  tempest filmography 
·  Merchant of Venice Filmography.pdf 
·  Tempest Article 2013--Tempest 2013 Ace Insights.pdf 
• Casting the Tempest (updated March 2013)--Casting The Tempest.doc 
 
 

 

Below is the DSU’s information page on H1N1 and the guidelines for those who are sick. 
Notice, the University wants you to stay at home if you exhibit any flu-like symptoms, 
and note that, according to a Time magazine article, “nearly half of those infected did not 
develop a fever,” so that cold you think you have may be more serious (see the article 
posted below).  

Dixie State University H1N1 Flu Information and Precautions 

Dixie State University is aware of the growing concern of the H1N1 virus and has been 
closely monitoring the latest news updates, both from the Southwest Utah Public Health 



Department (SUPHD) and from media outlets.  
 
In keeping with CDC recommendations, Dixie State students, staff, and faculty who are 
experiencing flu like symptoms should consult a healthcare provider and avoid 
unnecessary contact until the symptoms have passed. In addition, DSC students who 
contract the H1N1 flu or may begin experiencing flu-like symptoms may visit/contact the 
DSU Wellness Center at 652-7756 or visit http://wellness.dixie.edu. The DSU 
Wellness Center staff will assist students in finding proper health care and help 
contact professors and instructors. 
 
Dixie State University officials will continue to consult with SUPHD and state health 
departments and take necessary steps as more information becomes available. 
In addition, Dixie State follows the CDC protocol which is to instruct the employee or student: 

“Stay home if you are sick for 7 days after your symptoms begin or until you have been 
symptom-free for 24 hours, whichever is longer. This is to keep from infecting others and 
spreading the virus further.” (From CDC H1N1 web site.)  If the employee or student 
chooses to go to the doctor and bring a doctor’s statement that he or she is not infected 
with H1N1, the employee or student could return as soon as he or she is symptom free, if 
that occurs within the 7 day period.” 
 
The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated each year, but good 
health habits like covering your cough and washing your hands often can help stop the 
spread of germs and prevent respiratory illnesses like the flu. There also are flu antiviral 
drugs that can be used to treat and prevent the flu. Here are some other steps” 
 
1. Avoid close contact.  
Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep your distance 
from others to protect them from getting sick, too. 
 
2. Stay home when you are sick. 
If possible, stay home from work, school and errands when you are sick. You will help 
prevent others from catching your illness. 
 
3. Cover your mouth and nose. 
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing. It may prevent 
those around you from getting sick. 
 
4. Clean your hands. 
Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs. 
 
5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. 
Germs are often spread when a person touches something that is contaminated with 
germs and then touches his or her eyes, nose or mouth. 
 
6. Practice other good health habits. 
Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and 



eat nutritious food. 
 
Prevention and treatment information is available on the following websites: 
 
http://www.flu.gov/prevention-vaccination/prevention/index.html# 

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/summary.htm 

 
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/usmap.htm 
 
 
Preparing for H1Nl 
WHEN FLU SEASON HITS IN a few months, doctors may 

be paying more attention to 
coughs and sniffles than to 
fevers. A study of H1N1 cases 
from 2009 found that nearly 
half of those infected did not 
develop a fever, the classic 
symptom of flu. To lower the 
risk of transmission, health 
officials recommend that 
people 6 months and older 
get immunized with the 
H1N1 vaccine. 
 
From Time, Aug. 16, 2010. Story by Alice Park. 
 
 
 
 
For information on H1N1 flu visit: http://new.dixie.edu/flu/index.php 
FARMINGTON, Utah (AP) — Utah health officials are encouraging flu shots after seeing an increase in 
hospitalizations [in Utah] and new cases in Europe 
(http://www.necn.com/pages/print_landing?&blockID=3&apID=b348278df568470898866057237dcae4&) 
 
 
 
 
 
Useful Websites:  
 
For information on DSU disability resources visit: http://www.dixie.edu/drcenter/ 
 
For information on Dmail visit: http://new.dixie.edu/helpdesk/dmail.php 
 
For information on drop date, finals dates,  and other useful dates visit: 
http://dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2015 
 
For information on DSU Writing Center visit: http://dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 
 
For information on the Testing Center visit: http://www.dixie.edu/testing/index.php 
 



For library information visit: http://library.dixie.edu/ 
 
For DSU attendance policy visit: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 
 
For DSU plagiarism definition and for information on consequences of plagiarism visit: 
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/mlastyle/Plagiarism.htm 
 
 
Additional information about DSU Services and Due Dates is available here: 
http://www.dixie.edu/reg/syllabus/ 
 
 
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL GOALS AND OBJECTIVES: 
ENGL 3510 Shakespeare  
 
Overall English Department Mission Statement  
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an  
appreciation for the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly  
their function in social, historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English  
master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how  
to produce focused critical essays.  
 
Emphasis Mission Statement (Literature)  
Our literature courses seek to broaden and deepen students’ understanding of the unique  
value of literary expression as an aesthetic form that challenges the senses, the intellect,  
and the imagination. Students also learn to appreciate the complex relationship between  
the aesthetic and intellectual aspects of literature and the culture 
and time in which it was  produced.  
 
Goals to be reached in this course:  
•To do close readings of at least six of Shakespeare’s plays. 
•Study secondary material such as literary criticism, the his 
torical background, and film  
and theatrical interpretations of Shakespeare’s plays. 
•Explore the issues of literary reputations and national competitiveness through the study  
of Shakespeare’s influence on world cultures.  
 
Course Learning Outcomes 
 
Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  
•Incorporate literary criticism, historical background, and analysis of film and stage  
productions of Shakespeare’s works into class discussions. 
•Understand and enjoy Shakespeare’s language and style. 
•Understand the influence of Shakespeare’s works on modern world cultures.  
 
 



 
Methods of Assessment:  
 
Formative Assessment Methods 
Four tests, which will contain short and long essay questions and cover the material from  
the texts as well as issues that come up during class discussions. 
 
Research Essay 
(5 pages). This essay will include scholarly sources and demonstrate  
knowledge of literary critical methods. Possible range of topics for this essay will be  
determined in class discussions, and students will be given at least one class day for essay  
preparation. 
 
Summative Assessment Methods 
Enlightenment Essay:  
Students will be encouraged to keep a record of their experiences  
and thoughts in the class. Their essays will be based on that record and should  
include something of their classroom experiences, responses to the books they are  
reading for the class, and perhaps even preparations for the tests. The essay  
should say something about how this class has affected the students, what they’ve  
learned, and how they’ve changed (if they have). Everything should relate  
directly to the class. This essay is more open ended than the Research Essay and  
will allow for a freer flow of ideas and a more open expression of opinions. 
 
Value-Added Assessment Method  
Pre/Post Test 
Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in  
which their learning has increased during the semester. This will be a multiple-choice 
test.  
 


