
English 3810: History and Structure of the English Language 
 

Spring 2015 / Online / 3 credit hours / 

Professor:  Dr. Ace G. Pilkington  
Office Hours:  MWF 3pm to 4:30 pm and by appointment 

Office:  MCD 224 / Office Phone:  652-7809 / E-mail:  Use Canvas e-mail as your 

primary way of communicating with the professor in this class.  

 

What this class will be like: 
 
This class will help you understand your native language better by introducing you to the 
main stages in its development. You will learn the difference between Old English, Middle 
English, and Modern English; become aware of historic and political events that helped shape 
the English language; and will examine literature from various historical periods. While you 
will be familiar with some of the literary examples that we will discuss (Beowulf, 
Shakespeare’s and Chaucer’s works), others might be new to you (Caedmon’s Hymn or 
Peterborough Chronicle). By the end of the semester, you will have a much better 
understanding of the English language and the changes it went through before it became the 
tongue we speak now.  
 
How this class will work: 
The class is structured on a weekly basis. This means that each learning module contains 
information, reading, and assignments for one week. If an assignment or a discussion posting 
is due during a certain week, you have to submit it no later than Sunday midnight of that 
week.  
 
Requirements and Attendance: 
Each week you can expect to read your text book and additional articles posted in the class 
files, complete exercises or take part in on-line discussions. Participation in class activities 
during the week counts as your attendance.  
 
Tests and Essays: 

 
Tests: There will be two tests. The first test will be your midterm exam, and the second 
test will be your final. You will take all tests at the DSU Testing Center.  Each test is 
worth 100 points. 
Essays: Two essays, each 1250 words (5 pages) and each worth 100 points, one 
essay will include scholarly sources and demonstrate knowledge of literary/critical 
methods; the other will be more open ended and will allow for a freer flow of ideas 
and a more open expression of opinions. This essay provides an opportunity to look 
back at your experiences in the course in a way that will allow you to evaluate those 
experiences and fix the knowledge you have acquired in your memories as part of a 
coherent whole. The essay should say something about how this class has affected 
you, what you’ve learned, and how you’ve changed (if you have).  In effect, though it 
may start out with daily class notes, it will be the account of a journey and must not 
degenerate into a journal.  Possible range of topics for these essays will be determined 



in class discussions and by email, and students will be given at least one class day for 
essay preparation. The essays should, of course, be double-spaced, coherent, and 
correctly punctuated. You should be sure to include a word count.  

 
How To Submit Your Essays: 
You will submit each essay through Canvas, using Assignments tool. 
Submitting through Canvas: 

1. Use only DOC or DOCX files. Please DO NOT upload pdf, google doc, rft, or 
anything that is not doc or docx. I will not be able to make comments on files that 
are not doc or docx, so you will have to resubmit.  

2. Before submitting your paper, make sure to read over “Punctuation, Plagiarism, 
Paraphrasing, and Works Cited.doc” on Canvas. This file will be available in the 
week/module when your papers are due. 

3. Note that your essays will go through TurnItIn Plagiarism check.  
 
 
 
NUMERICAL-LETTER GRADE EQUIVALENTS 
 

95-100  = A 
90-94    = A- 
86-89    = B+ 
83-85    = B 
80-82    = B- 
76-79    = C+ 
73-75    = C 
70-72    = C- 
66-69    = D+ 
63-65    = D 
60-62    = D- 
0-59      = F 

 
 
Text: 
The text for this class is Inventing English: A Portable History of the Language by Seth 
Lerer. It should be available at the DSU bookstore and, of course, on Amazon.com. It is 
also available through DSU e-brary. 
I hope that you will find this book not only useful, but also interesting, and perhaps, even 
entertaining. It does not read like a textbook and focuses on telling the story of our 
language through the people who spoke it.  
We will supplement this text with various articles and chapters from other books on the 
history of English and with website articles, all of which will be available on Canvas.   
Make sure you purchase the text no later than the middle of week one. You will also 
have a CD with multiple volumes that will supplement the material we discuss in class.  
 
CD TEXT (provided by the instructor) You can pick up your copy of the CD 
from Janeene Cowley, English department secretary, in the Holland building.  



This CD is free, and is probably worth at least as much as you’re paying for it.  The CD 
amounts to a small library of works, not just a text.  It contains extra credit material and 
general background as well as what would usually be found in multiple volumes for 
between sixty and one hundred dollars.  If you do not want to use this CD, all of the 
material is available free online, and you may readily acquire it for yourself.  If you do 
wish to use the CD, you must read and accept the following statement.  This one was 
borrowed mostly from Project Gutenberg even though this is not an official Project 
Gutenberg CD.  The issues, however, are the same whether it’s Project Gutenberg, 
Sacred Texts, Internet Archive, or some other provider of public domain texts: 
E-texts such as the ones on this CD are "public domain" works. Among other 
things, this means that no one owns a United States copyright on or for this 
work, so anyone can copy and distribute it in the United States without 
permission and without paying copyright royalties. Special rules apply if you 
wish to copy and distribute an e-text under the Project's "PROJECT 
GUTENBERG" trademark. This CD does not use that trademark. Much hard 
work and careful effort goes into the creation of e-texts, but despite these efforts, 
e-texts and any medium they may be on may contain "Defects." Among other 
things, Defects may take the form of incomplete, inaccurate or corrupt data, 
transcription errors, a copyright or other intellectual property infringement, a 
defective or damaged disk or other e-text medium, a computer virus, or 
computer codes that damage or cannot be read by your equipment. LIMITED 
WARRANTY; DISCLAIMER OF DAMAGES But for the "Right of Replacement 
or Refund" described below, [1] E-text providers and the providers of this CD 
disclaim all liability to you for damages, costs and expenses, including legal fees, 
and [2] YOU HAVE NO REMEDIES FOR NEGLIGENCE OR UNDER STRICT 
LIABILITY, OR FOR BREACH OF WARRANTY OR CONTRACT, INCLUDING 
BUT NOT LIMITED TO INDIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL, PUNITIVE OR 
INCIDENTAL DAMAGES, EVEN IF YOU GIVE NOTICE OF THE POSSIBILITY 
OF SUCH DAMAGES. If you discover a Defect in this e-text within 90 days of 
receiving it, you can receive a refund of the money (if any) you paid for it by 
sending an explanatory note within that time to the person you received it from. 
If you received it on a physical medium, you must return it with your note, and 
such person may choose to alternatively give you a replacement copy. If you 
received it electronically, such person may choose to alternatively give you a 
second opportunity to receive it electronically. THIS E-TEXT IS OTHERWISE 
PROVIDED TO YOU "AS-IS". NO OTHER WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, ARE MADE TO YOU AS TO THE E-TEXT OR ANY 
MEDIUM IT MAY BE ON, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO WARRANTIES 
OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  In 
other words, use this free CD at your own risk.  We will, of course, 
replace it if for some reason it doesn’t work. 



 These CD texts are an experiment.  I discussed them with some of my 
classes before I introduced the CDs.  Students were enthusiastic and optimistic 
about the possibilities of e-texts in advance of the experiment, and they have 
been satisfied with the reality so far.  The worst problem to this point (This is the 
sixth year.) is that four students were unable to access the CD with their 
computers. These CD texts are at once the most complete and least expensive 
texts I’ve ever used.  I thought it was worth paying for the CDs myself to make it 
all simpler (and legally easier to arrange).  Please feel free to help me out this 
semester with comments and suggestions.  Note:  If you want to use these 
works as a teacher in a class of your own, please do not copy them from this 
CD but go back to the sources (I’ll provide them) and make sure that your use 
is within the legal boundaries. 

 If you feel disappointed that you haven’t been able to pay for all of your texts in 
this class, you might want to send money to the people who make such things possible.  I 
especially recommend  Sacred Texts Archive (which isn’t tax deductible but will sell you 
a CD with lots of books on it) at http://www.sacred-texts.com/donate.htm and Project 
Gutenberg (which is tax deductible) Send a check or money order (any currency) to: 
Project Gutenberg Literary Archive Foundation, 809 N. 1500 W., Salt Lake City, Utah, 
84116.  Baen’s Free Library will also cheerfully accept contributions. 
 
 
Computer Requirements: 
Dixie State University Instructure Canvas provides all the tools you need to participate in 
the course. However, in order to take advantage of all the available resources you need to 
make sure your computer is compatible with Canvas applications. I advise you to contact 
the Dixie State University Online course tech support team to find out if your computer is 
Canvas ready.  Tech support is available on the web   http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/ , 
over the phone 652-7951, or by e-mail helpdesk@dixie.edu. 
 
 
Some Free Software Recommendations that You May Safely Ignore:  Follow My 
Inexpert Advice at Your Own Risk 
 
Almost any text reading device, even the lowliest Microsoft Notepad, will read text files 
successfully.  But if you’d like a high quality word processor for free (that will emulate 
Microsoft and other expensive things), try www.OpenOffice.org or just type Open Office 
into your browser.  One negative note about Open Office:  it won’t handle a book-length 
manuscript very well. Perhaps a better free word processor is LibreOffice, available at 
www.libreoffice.org 
 



You should also download Adobe Reader if you don’t already have it.  If you want 
software that will convert these text files to epubs so you can read them on your Nook 
reader, it’s free at  
http://calibre-ebook.com/download_windows 
Calibre will also do many other things for you, but read carefully before you give it 
orders.  Finally, if you’d like someone (or more accurately something) to read your books 
to you, try CFS Technologies’ Speakonia.  It’s free, and once you get past the impression 
that Stephen Hawking has dropped in for a visit, the voice can be effective.  Type in 
Speakonia or try http://www.cfs-technologies.com/home/  Warning:  One of Speakonia’s 
traits is that it reads out anything you highlight.  If you forget you have the thing on and 
then highlight something, the result can be mildly unsettling. 
Alas, the Kindle isn’t free yet. The cheapest Kindle is now $69.00 (Wi-fi only, not 3G), 
and its clones (such as BeBook and the Barnes and Noble Nook) are similarly priced.  
Amazon offers a free desktop Kindle reader (which also works on Droid and other 
devices). It reads Kindle books for free, and Amazon is giving away approximately one 
hundred Kindle books of various types at the moment. Don't forget that both of your texts 
for this class are available as Kindles, though not, unfortunately, for free. 
 
Sony’s five inch reader is available here and there for under a hundred.  For some reason 
I don’t understand, the Nook does not support the text format, but Sony, which also reads 
epubs, does. However, you can find software (see above) that will convert text files to 
epubs. 
 
 
 
 
How Much Time Will You Need to Spend on This Class 
I advise you to treat this class as a regular three-days-a-week course. If you log in three 
times a week for a 50 minute session each time, you should not have any problems. Of 
course, an online course gives you more freedom to choose the times when you attend the 
class. Take advantage of this opportunity!  

 
 
 
If You Need Help 
If you have any technical problems, contact on-campus tech support 
http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/ , over the phone 652-7951, or by e-mail 
helpdesk@dixie.edu. 
If you have problems with the material or need an extension of a due date, e-mail me 
inside Canvas.  
 
 



Overall English Department Mission Statement  
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation 
for the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in 
social, historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in 
analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused 
critical essays.  
Course Description  
Required of English majors and recommended for other students interested in the ways 
English has developed over time. Explores the origins and evolution of the English language 
by focusing on social, political, and linguistic developments over time through the Old, 
Middle and Early Modern periods and into the present. Prerequisite: ENGL 2010 (Grade C or 
higher).  
Course Goals  
• To provide students with a general knowledge of the development of the English language 
from its inception to the modern era.  
• To acquaint students with the phonology, morphology, and orthography of English in its 
various stages.  
• To provide students with an appreciation of the English language’s position among the 
ancient and modern languages.  
• To provide students with knowledge of the persons, events, and technological developments 
that affected the course of English.  
 
Course Learning Outcomes  
Upon completing this course students will be able to complete the following:  
• Recognize the sounds and spelling of English in its various period  
• Describe the important events that affected the English language  
• Describe the impact that important persons and inventions had on English  
• Describe the challenges English faced as it developed into it modern form.  
 
Methods of Assessment:  
Formative Assessment Methods  
In-class exercises: Students will periodically engage in in-class assignments to enhance their 
knowledge of the subject and to assess whether or not they are reading the material.  
Mid-term Exam: Students will also take a mid-term exam to assess their understanding of the 
material covered. Exams will be returned promptly with instructor feedback.  
Essay: Near the middle of the term, each student will also write a typed take-home essay 
demonstrating his or her knowledge of how major authors use aspects and techniques of 
fiction/poetic elements. Essays will be returned promptly with instructor feedback.  
Summative Assessment Methods  
Final Exam: At the end of the semester, students will take a final exam to assess their 
understanding of the material covered.  
Essay: Students will also write an end-of-the-term essay in which they reflect upon and 
analyze the events, persons, or linguistic developments that affected the English language.  
Value-Added Assessment Method  
Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in 
which their learning has increased during the semester. This will be a short-answer test. 
 
 
 



For information on Dmail visit: http://new.dixie.edu/helpdesk/dmail.php 
 
For information on DSU Writing Center visit: 
http://dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 
 
For information on the Testing Center visit: 
http://www.dixie.edu/testing/index.php 
 
For library information visit: http://library.dixie.edu/ 
 
 
For DSU plagiarism definition and for information on consequences of 
plagiarism visit: http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/mlastyle/Plagiarism.htm 
 
For DSU Spring 2015 schedule (including drop dates) visit:  
 
http://dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2015 
 
Other helpful information may be found at: http://www.dixie.edu/reg/syllabus/ 
 
 
 
 

Class Schedule 
 

 (the professor reserves the right to make changes) 
 
Week 1 (Jan 12—Jan 18) Introductory Week 
 
Week 2 (Jan 20—Jan 25)—  Introduction, chapter 1, chapter 2. Caedmon’s Hymn, 
Beowulf, Runes.  
 
Week 3 (Jan 26—Feb 1)—Chapter 3. Language and political/historical events. Norman 
Conquest. Peterborough Chronicle.  
 
Week 4 (Feb 2—Feb 8)—Chapter 4 and chapter 5. Middle English. "Culture in three 
voices." Henry III. Harley 2253 manuscript. Chaucer. Pearl Poet.  
 
Week 5 (Feb9—Feb 15)—Great Vowel Shift. Early Modern English: Chancery English. 
Caxton. Chapters 7 and 8. 
 
 
Week 6 (Feb 17—Feb 22)—Shakespeare. Renaissance. Chapter 9. Lecture: 
Shakespeare’s English. 
 
Week 7 (Feb 23—Mar 1) Renaissance continued. Lecture: Renaissance Theater. 
 
Week 8 (Mar 2—Mar 6)-- Prepare for the Midterm Exam. MIDTERM EXAM. 



 
Week 9 (March 9—March 15)—Spring Break 
 
Week 10 (Mar16—Mar 22) –Research Paper due 
 
Week 11 (Mar 23—Mar 29)—Chapter 11. Beginnings of standardized language.  
 
Week 12 (Mar 30—Apr 5)—First English Dictionary. Samuel Johnson. Chapter 12. 
Lecture: Publishing in London. 
 
Week 13 (Apr 6—Apr 12)—Enlightenment ESSAY DUE. English in America. Mark 
Twain. Chapters 13 and 15. 
 
Week 14 (Apr 13—Apr 19)—The OED. Chapter 17. 
 
Week 15 (Apr 29—Apr 26)—War and Language. Chapter 18. Lecture: War and English 
Language 
 
Week 16 (Apr 27—Apr 29)—English in the World. Post Test. 
 
Week 17 (May 4—May 7) Final Exam. 
 

 


