
ENGLISH 1010 Beginning Writing (Fall 2009) 
(Sect. 08 CRN: 40266, Sect. 08V CRN: 42182, Sect. 18 CRN:  40276) 

Section 8 & 8V:  TR—9-10:15; Section 18: TR—10:30-11:45  
(3 Credits—a general education required course) 

 

DIANE L. ALBERTINI 
OFFICE:  McDonald #233 

Phone:  652-7829 
E-MAIL ADDRESS:  albertin@dixie.edu 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
English 1010 is designed to help students improve their writing to meet communication demands 

in college, on the job, and as citizens. The course will also help students develop the capacity to 

think and to read critically.    

 

This course will focus on the writing of expository prose, emphasizing logical development and 

support of ideas, effective organization, accepted conventions of mechanics and usage, and 

appropriate style.  The course will provide students with frequent occasions to read, discuss, 

write, and revise the different types of exposition, using several rhetorical strategies such as 

description, narration, process, cause/effect, comparison/contrast, classification, definition, and 

argumentation.  Classroom discussion, assigned readings, and papers will emphasize such writing 

principles as unity, coherence, development, organization, variety, and word economy.   

 

 In this class you will practice all aspects of the composing process—prewriting, writing, revising 

and editing—as you write a sequence of papers.  You will develop awareness of audience needs 

and expectations by participating regularly in group writing workshops.  Also, by editing papers 

and preparing for quizzes, you will review and practice the accepted conventions of standard 

edited American English.   

 

An additional feature of this course will be to research information and to incorporate appropriate 

data into selected writing projects using the MLA documentation style.  To conduct research and 

to work on particular writing projects, we will meet in a computer classroom in the Smith Center 

during specific class times. We also will use essays and articles (as models) from the St. Martin’s 

Guide to Writing, The Atlantic Monthly, The New York Times and other reputable publications. 

 

COURSE PREREQUISITE: 
Prerequisites include English 0990 with a C- or higher or ACT/CPT/SAT/COMPASS score of 19 

or higher. 

   

REQUIRED TEXT & MATERIALS: 
1. The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing (Eighth Edition) by Rise B. Axelrod and Charles R. 

Cooper 

2. A two-pocket folder 

3. A specific information storage system 

4. A college level dictionary 

5. A portable stapler, several wing clips, and notebook 

 

 

mailto:albertin@dixie.edu


BASIS FOR EVALUATION (Letter grades:  A-F): 
60%   Writing projects (four major projects—one can be revised), four pre-writing/planning 

activities, and a minimum of 1-2 writing workshops/peer evaluations per essay 

30% Tests (midterm and final exam), quizzes (weekly checks on readings and/or writing 

techniques), and exercises 

10% Attendance, sensitivity to deadlines, enthusiastic participation in class activities and 

discussions  

 

GRADING SCALE: 
94-100=A  80-83=B-  68-69=D+ 

90-93=A-  78-79=C+  64-67=D 

88-89=B+  74-77=C  60-63=D- 

84-87=B  70-73=C-  59 and below=F 

 

ATTENDANCE, TIME MANAGEMENT, and CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR: 
Attendance is required.  Absences will adversely affect your grade.  More than three unexcused 

absences will lower your grade (A to a B, B to a C, etc.).  More than five unexcused absences 

may result in a failure of the course.  If an extenuating circumstance begins to appear, let me 

know in advance; don’t wait until the paper is due.   

 

Not only is it important to attend class, coming to class on time and being prepared for class is 

quite important.  More than three late entrances into class will be counted as absences, for they 

are disruptive to the class.  Early departures from class will be handled in the same way as late 

entrances into class.  Civility towards one another is expected.  This consideration and respect 

should be demonstrated with good manners and courtesy towards all members of this class and 

the instructor.  Also, please turn off cell phones, radios, MP3 players/I-pods, and headphones 

before coming to this class. 

34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the classroom 

environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college security) 

may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities. If a student's 

behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of 

disruptive students from their course. 

DSC POLICIES ON CLASS ATTENDANCE:  
(These are some of the DSC policies on attendance; the complete list of policies can be found at 

the DSC Policies and Procedures Manual): 

23.1 –Regular and prompt attendance in classes and laboratory sessions is expected of every 

Dixie State College student. 

23.2Attendance requirements are established by each instructor and such requirements are 

enforced by the college. 

23.3—An absence does not excuse a student from completing work missed. 

23.4—It is the student’s responsibility to find out which assignments are missed during an 

absence. 

23.5.3—Students who must miss class because of a college-sanctioned activity, such as an 

athletic event, club activity, class assignment, or other approved event, are responsible to assuring 

that their instructors have been notified and for completing any missed assignments. 

 

 



DSC ATTENDANCE POLICIES CONTINUED: 
23.5.3.1.1—Students involved in a club event or an activity related to another course or program 

requirement must provide written notification from the faculty or staff member supervising the 

activity that explains the nature of the activity.  This should include a list of eligible students and 

be provided in advance of the expected absence. 

23.5.3.1.2—By the second day of class, students with recurring absences must provide each 

instructor written notification from the appropriate department that includes a schedule of 

competition, the names of those students on specific teams likely to travel, and the dates and 

approximate times of departure and return to campus.  So that student participation in travel can 

be verified, the appropriate department will be responsible for informing individual faculty of 

changes to team rosters and travel schedules throughout the semester. 

 

COMMUNICATION VIA DMAIL: 
Important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail e-mail account.  This 

information includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped 

classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in 

this class and at DSC.  All DSC students are automatically assigned a Dmail e-mail account. For 

more information about your Dmail account, please visit this website:  

http://new.dixie.edu/helpdesk/dmail_faq.php 

 

WORKSHOPS: 
To obtain full credit for each essay, you must participate in a writing workshop and come 

prepared to that workshop with a complete draft of the current essay.  Participation in a workshop 

will earn a minimum of 10 points.   

 

MAKE-UPS: 
There will be no make-ups for scheduled or unannounced quizzes, in-class writing, and writing 

workshops.  Make-ups for announced exams will be allowed if you have acceptable written proof 

of unavoidable absence:  an excuse from your doctor, your athletic coach, the Dean of Students, 

etc. 

 

LATE PAPERS: 
Papers that are submitted late without acceptable excuse or advance permission are penalized in 

the following manner:  one full grade will be deducted for each class period that the paper is late.  

If you have any difficulties with a project, make sure you get help before the project is due.  

Quizzes that are missed cannot be made up.  Major exams can be made up with an official excuse 

from a doctor, dean of students—an authority figure. 

 

ESSAY APPEARANCE: 
All essays must be word processed or typed; they should be double-spaced, have adequate 

margins, and be stapled or clipped together. Also, type your name and course section in the right 

top corner of each writing project.  The following materials should be submitted in this sequence 

for each essay:   1.  on top—the essay final copy 

2. a completed peer review of your essay 

3. draft(s) of your essay 

4. pre-writing activity completed for this essay 

Use a wing clip to hold all the above materials together when you submit each essay. 

 

 

 

http://new.dixie.edu/helpdesk/dmail_faq.php


REQUIRED MATERIALS FOR EACH CLASS: 
1. Required textbook 

2. Course syllabus 

3. Storage system:  flash drive, etc. 

4. Spiral notebook, paper, or laptop computer for taking notes 

 

STUDENT PORTFOLIOS: 
A writing portfolio will be collected at the end of the semester.  It will include the prewriting, 

draft, revision, workshop peer evaluation, and an essay evaluation grid of one selected essay.  All 

other writing projects for the semester should also be included in the portfolio (a two-pocket 

folder). 

 

PLAGIARISM: 
Under the “Student Rights and Responsibilities Code,” Section 33.5.1 on Dixie’s homepage, 

plagiarism is thoroughly defined.  Please access this page, and read the definition.  Plagiarism 

includes cheating, such as “copying from another student’s test papers”; “using materials during a 

test not authorized by the person giving the test”; “collaborating with another person during a test 

or quiz”; “ soliciting or receiving unauthorized information about any test”; “using any 

unauthorized resource or aid in the preparation or completion of any course work, exercise, or 

activity”; and “collusion, which is the unauthorized collaboration with another person in 

preparing work offered for credit.”  

 

Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in either an “F” on the paper or an “F” in the 

course.  In your academic and professional career, you will often draw upon and incorporate work 

written by others.  You will be expected to use outside sources in this course, but you are always 

required to give due credit to the person whose words, thoughts, ideas, or phrases you are using in 

your writing project.  Please also read  the following official DSC policy on Academic Integrity: 

3-34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE 

34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, 

including but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as 

one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline 

students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 

34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 

34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course, 

34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on 

probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PUBLIC NATURE OF WRITING: 
A peer or group of peers will review every essay you write in this class.  Also, excerpts from your 

work or complete essays may be used in class as examples.  Essays and excerpts that are used 

will remain anonymous.  If you don’t want your work or excerpts from it displayed, you must 

provide me with a written statement expressing this idea.  

 

WRITING CENTER INFORMATION: 
The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing 

assignments in all courses.  The Writing Center is located in the first floor of the Browning Bldg.  

Call 652-7743 for hours and more information. 

 

 Writing Center 

Visit the Writing Center in the Browning Learning Resource Center for tutoring 

assistance with any of your writing needs. For more information, call Barbara Turnbow at 

652-7743.  Their website address is the following: 

(http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php.  Also, an Online Writing Lab 

(OWL) is available if you go to this site:  http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ 

 

 Library 

Check out all the available library services by visiting the following address:  

http://library.dixie.edu 

 

 Testing Center 

For DSC Testing Center information, visit the following site:  http://new.dixie.edu/testing 

 

 Tutoring Center 

For information about tutoring services offered at DSC, please check out this site: 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm 

 

 Computer Labs: 

Dixie State College of Utah provides two open access labs (library basement and Smith 

Computer Center) and several additional computer equipped special use labs and 

classrooms.  The open access labs contain approximately 210 networked and stand alone 

workstations.  Full access to the Internet is available on all machines.  Limited printing is 

available to students free of charge.  Lab hours average 80 hours per week during the 

course of the semester including evening, weekend and holiday hours.  A somewhat 

restricted schedule is followed between semesters and during holidays.  Check each 

facility for hours of operation. 

 

 

DISABILITY STATEMENT: 
 Students eligible for and requesting reasonable academic accommodations due to a disability 

must provide a letter of accommodation to their professors from the Disability Resource Center 

within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes.  Proper documentation of a disability is 

required in order to receive services or accommodations.  Please contact the Center on the main 

campus to follow through with the documentation process.  It is located in the Student Services 

Center Room #201, or call for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans 

with Disabilities Act (ADA) at 435.652.7516. 

 

http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://library.dixie.edu/
http://new.dixie.edu/testing
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
The following link will give you additional information on semester deadline dates, final exam 

schedule, campus resources (including the library, disability resource center, IT Help Desk, 

Testing Center, Tutoring Center, Writing Center), policies (including academic dishonesty, 

disruptive behavior, absences), Dmail, (student email client), etc.  

http://www.dixie.edu/reg/syllabus 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 
I will be available at the following times in my office (#233 in the McDonald Building): 

Monday, Wednesday:  9-11:00 

Tuesday:  1:30-2:30 

Friday morning:  By appointment 

 

Also, you may e-mail me with your comments and questions about the course and/or assignments 

at the following address:  albertin@dixie.edu 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

Regular Semester Dates 

 Apr 13 Registration open to Seniors (90+ credits) 

 Apr 14 Registration open to Juniors (60+ credits) 

 Apr 15 Registration open to Sophomores (30+ credits) 

 Apr 16 Open Registration 

 Aug 24 Classwork Starts 

 Aug 26 Last Day to Add Without Signature 

 Aug 31 Drop fee begins ($10 per class) 

 Sep 7 Labor Day 

 Sep 8 $50 Late Registration/Payment Fee 

 Sep 14 Pell Grant Census 

 Sep 14 Last Day for Refund 

 Sep 15 Courses dropped for non-payment 

 Sep 18 Last Day to Add Classes 

 Oct 14 Mid-Term Grades Due 

 Oct 15-16 Semester Break 

 Oct 19 Last Day to Drop/Audit Classes 

 Nov 13 Last Day for Complete Withdrawal 

 Nov 17 Career Day 

 Nov 25-27 Thanksgiving Break 

 Dec 11 Classwork Ends 

 Dec 14-18 Final Exams 

Block Schedule Dates 

 Apr 13 Registration open to Seniors (90+ credits) 

 Apr 14 Registration open to Juniors (60+ credits) 

 Apr 15 Registration open to Sophomores (30+ credits) 

 Apr 16 Open Registration 

http://www.dixie.edu/reg/syllabus
mailto:albertin@dixie.edu


 Oct 5 Classwork Starts 

 Oct 7 Last Day to Add Without Signature 

 Oct 12 Drop fee begins ($10 per class) 

 Oct 12 Pell Grant Census 

 Oct 13 $50 Late Registration/Payment Fee 

 Oct 15-16 Semester Break 

 Oct 19 Last Day to Add Classes 

 Oct 19 Last Day for Refund 

 Oct 20 Courses dropped for non-payment 

 Oct 30 Last Day to Drop/Audit Classes 

 Nov 13 Last Day for Complete Withdrawal 

 Nov 17 Career Day 

 Nov 25-27 Thanksgiving Break 

 Dec 11 Classwork Ends 

 Dec 14-18 Final Exams 

 
 

DROP DATE:   
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before October 19 to 

avoid receiving and “F” on your transcript. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Minimum Writing Requirements (ENGLISH 1010):  
 

Students in this course will:   

 Write a minimum of 4 essays: 

o Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 

words). 

o One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that 

incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources (from such 

places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, 

subject-specific encyclopedias and/or Utah’s catalog).    

 Write at least one graded, in-class essay.    

 Write no more than 1 narrative essay.   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor 

feedback on early drafts (such as non-graded first drafts).   

 Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4500 

words).   

 

Specific Objectives of the Course:  
 
READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES  

     By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

 Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis. 

 Understand a writer’s organization and structure. 

 Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

 Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of detail in support of a main idea. 

 Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases. 

 Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning.  

 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 

WRITING OBJECTIVES  

       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 

 Understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including 

planning, brainstorming, organizing, rough draft writing, revising, and proofreading.   

 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and creating a precise thesis statement that will 

control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 

 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of categories, 

topic sentences, transitions, parallel structure, and repeated key words and synonyms. 



 Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the 

paper as a whole.   

 Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic sentences, 

repeated key terms, synonyms, pronouns, and transitions. 

 Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, suggest a 

plan of development, make positive first impressions, and set the tone. 

 Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closing. 

 

 

 

WRITING OBJECTIVES CONTINUED 

 Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty 

modifiers, and problems with subject/verb agreement and pronoun agreement.   

 Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard written 

English.   

 Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety.   

 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES  

       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

 Critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their papers.   

 Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing. 

 Understand and avoid plagiarism.   

 Know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation: 

o Introduction of quotations and paraphrases. 

o Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses. 

o Use of long quotations. 

o Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations.  

o Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources. 

 Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and online research resources, such as the 

library catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, article databases, and Utah’s catalog.   

 Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when appropriate), parenthetical documentation, 

and  bibliographic form.   

 Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline (or other organizational 

strategy) as steps in writing a research paper.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COURSE SCHEDULE  
NOTE:  An asterisk (*) indicates what work must be completed for the next class 

period. 

 

WEEK ONE 

8/25 COURSE INTRODUCTION 

*Purchase textbook, flash drive (storage system), notebook, and folder.  Read in SMG 1-

14 and 570-600. 

 

8/27 ASSIGNMENT/EVALUATION SCHEDULE, PRE-WRITING AND READING 

TECHNIQUES, AND  PRE-TEST 

*Read in SMG pages 16-41 and 625-638.  Bring a copy of an expository writing sample 

with your written reaction to that sample. 

*Quiz on assigned reading (9/1). 

WEEK TWO 

9/1 WHAT IS GOOD WRITING?  DEBUNKING MYTHS ABOUT WRITING; 

INTRODUCE WRITING ASSIGNMENT #1 

*Read in SMG at the middle of the page 41-71; also, read in SMG pages 570-583 and 

808-813.   

 

9/3 DISCUSS ESSAYS; CONTINUE WITH ESSAY #1 ASSIGNMENT 

*A draft of essay #1 is due Tuesday.  Also, check out the handbook section in SMG, 

section S1-S3 and E1-E3. 

*Quiz on assigned reading (9/8). 

WEEK THREE 

9/8 BEGIN DISCUSSION OF MAJOR PUNCTUATION ERRORS; PEER 

WRITING WORKSHOP 

*Essay #1 is due Thursday (submit with preliminary writing, draft, final copy, and peer 

critique); read in SMG 134-144 and 702-733. 

 

9/10 INTRODUCE ESSAY #2; DISCUSS ESSAYS 

*In SMG read 145-163 and 734-737.  In the handbook section, check out E4, E5, E6, and 

E7. 

*Quiz on assigned reading (9/15).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WEEK FOUR 

9/15  DISCUSS ESSAYS; INVENTION ACTIVITY 

*Submit invention activity. 

*In SMG read 164-180. 

 

9/17 RESEARCH STRATEGIES FOR ESSAY #2 & PREPARING AN 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

*Prepare an annotated bibliography with tentative thesis statement. 

*In SMG read 738-748. 

*Quiz on assigned reading (9/22). 

WEEK FIVE 

9/22 CONTINUE WITH RESEARCH AND ORGANIZATIONAL STRATEGIES 

*Complete pre-writing activity. 

 

9/24 PARAGRAPH HOOKS/TRANSITIONS AND INTEGRATION OF 

RESEARCH 

*Write a draft of essay #2. 

*In the handbook section, check out P6, P7, P8, P9, and P10. 

WEEK SIX 

9/29 EFFECTIVE INTRODUCTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS; PEER WORKSHOP 

*Check out G1, G2, G3, and G4. 

*Revise and edit first draft; bring second draft to class on Thursday, October 2. 

 

10/1 SECOND DRAFT WRITING WORKSHOP; MIDTERM REVIEW 

*Essay #2 is due; submit with all pre-writing materials, drafts, and peer reviews. 

*Study for midterm exam. 

WEEK SEVEN 

10/6 MIDTERM WRITING ASSESSMENT (IN-CLASS WRITING) 

*In SMG read 272-287. 

 

10/8 BEGIN DISCUSSION OF ESSAY #3 AND ESSAY SAMPLES 

*In SMG read 288-295. 

WEEK EIGHT 

10/13 DISCUSS ESSAYS & PLANNING WORKSHOP 

*Submit activity to instructor. 

*In SMG read 296-324. 

*Write tentative thesis and reason list.  

 

10/15-16 FALL BREAK—ENJOY!  

 



WEEK NINE 

10/20 ARGUMENTATIVE STRATEGIES/ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHIES & 

RESEARCH TIME 

*Compile research resources. 

  

10/22 RESEARCH WORSHOP:  ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY    

*Submit annotated bibliography. 

WEEK TEN 

10/27 ORGANIZING AND ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY:  PRE-WRITING 

ACTIVITY 

*Submit pre-writing activity. 

 

10/29 INTEGRATION OF RESEARCH 

*In SMG read 604-608. 

*First draft of essay #3 is due on Tuesday, November 4. 

WEEK ELEVEN 

11/3 PEER WRITING WORKSHOP 

*In SMG read 315-318. 

 

11/5 SECOND PEER WRITING WORKSHOP 

*Check out E6.  

*Essay # 3 is due on Tuesday, November 10. 

*In SMG read 394-405.  

WEEK TWELVE 

11/10 BEGIN DISCUSSION OF ESSAY #4 

*In SMG read 688-701 

 

11/12 DISCUSS ESSAYS; GROUP PLANNING WORKSHOP 

*Planning memo is due by the end of class on 11/12. 

 

WEEK THIRTEEN 
11/17 CAREER DAY—NO CLASSES! 

 

11/19 GROUP RESEARCH AND DRAFTING OF PROJECT; ORGANIZATION 

CONSIDERATIONS 

*Complete analysis chart.   

 

WEEK FOURTEEN 
11/24 COLLABORATIVE PROJECT RESEARCH/WORK DAY 

*Complete pre-writing activity. 

*Draft essay. 

 

11/25-27 THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY—ENJOY YOUR VACATION 



WEEK FIFTEEN 

12/1 PEER WORKSHOP AND PROJECT CRITIQUE 

*Collaborative project is due on or before Thursday, December 3.  Your individual memo 

that evaluates the collaborative effort (with individual work log and team evaluative grid) 

is also due on Thursday, December 3.  

 

12/4 PORTFOLIO/REVISION CONSIDERATIONS 

*Check out W1, W2, and W3. 

*Writing portfolio with one revised essay and other graded essays is due on Tuesday, 

December 8.   

WEEK SIXTEEN 

12/8 COURSE EVALUATION AND CONTENT REVIEW 

 

12/10 WRITING AND EDITING REVIEW 

 

WEEK SEVENTEEN 
FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE:  

(1010 ENGLISH AT 9:00=THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17 FROM 8-10:00) 

(1010 ENGLISH AT 10:30=TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15 FROM 9:30-11:30) 


