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English 2010: Interm Writing- Selected Topics/ Intermediate College Writing   
(Spring 2013) 

TED 
 

Instructor: Emily Andrade  

Email: andrade@dixie.edu  

Office hours: 9:15-11:30am MWF  

Class time: Tuesday 5:15-7:20, Holland 340 

Textbook: The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing- 6
th
 edition 

Required materials in class: notebook, textbook, writing utensils 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Overall English Department Mission Statement  
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of language 

and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political contexts. Students who major 

in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused 

critical essays.  

 

Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition)  
As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of both the department and 

the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to strengthen students’ skills and confidence in writing 

and critical thinking. It also seeks to increase students’ written fluency, and help them better formulate and organize ideas 

into focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays.  

 

Course Description  
Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Provides opportunities to analyze and write academic papers, 

including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a number of essays. Other activities, such as 

portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to help students improve their writing of advanced-level papers. 

Successful students will demonstrate competence in the use of standard written English, in analyzing texts, in correctly 

paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting source material, and in appropriately citing the work of others. Prerequisite: 

ENGL 1010 (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently enrolled). FA, SP, SU  

 

Course Goals:  
Goals to be reached in this course:  

• A knowledge of the ways to effectively synthesize academic sources into academic research essays.  

• An understanding of the importance of analytical thinking and critical reading.  

 

Course Learning Outcomes  
Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

• Write research essays that effectively incorporate thesis statements, and academic sources to support those thesis 

statements.  

• Evaluate the content and quality of the sources they consider using in their research essays.  

 

Methods of Assessment:  

Formative Assessment Methods  
Preparation Checks: Students will periodically show their completion of the stages of the research process, reading 

process, and writing process.  

Research Write-Up: Students will put, in writing, their thoughts about the merit and applicability of their research sources. 

(Most often, this will be in the form of annotated bibliographies.)  

 

Summative Assessment Methods  
Essays: Students in this course will:  

Write 2-3 short papers (2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, persuasion, pro-con, or cause-

effect. (Narrative and descriptive papers will not be assigned in English 2010.)  

Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources.  
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Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 words)  

Value-Added Assessment Method  
Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which their learning has 

increased during the semester. This will be a multiple-choice (scantron) test, and will NOT affect your grade. 

 

TED Focus:  

As stated on the TED website, ted.com, “TED is a nonprofit devoted to Ideas Worth Spreading. It started out (in 

1984) as a conference bringing together people from three worlds: Technology, Entertainment, Design…with 

two annual conferences,” and numerous other conferences and programs. Through ted.com, TED shares these 

innovative talks that present ideas, stories, theories, and performances to the world. Our class will use TED talks 

to inspire, research and write on various current issues and themes, in mostly argumentative essays. We will 

have our own “TED conference” at the end of the semester. (Get the smart phone TED app, if you can!) 

 

Class Structure & Expectations:  

Class is based on a portfolio format, with ONE essay graded at the end of the semester. The graded essay will be a heavily 

revised or new essay. All essays will be rough drafts, based on completion, and due when reviewed in class workshops. 

No late essays accepted.  

Class time will be divided between writing prompts and free writes, watching TED talks, discussing issues and writing 

techniques, reading professional and student essays, and peer reviewing each other’s essays. And food is always welcome! 

Check Canvas regularly for posted grades, announcements and resources. 

I will expect you to be competent in basic writing techniques such as: 

effective organization, argument methods, intro and conclusion, punctuation and grammar, word choice, sentence 

variation, flow, title, research and other specific examples, point of view and verb tense, MLA in text citation and works 

cited. We will strengthen these techniques and add to them (with a focus on clutter and passive voice). 

 

Teaching Philosophy:  

As instructor I will encourage you to make your own decisions during the writing process, though I will give suggestions 

and guidelines. (I will not correct grammar or rewrite.) Writing is about critical thinking, developing your own ideas and 

proving them.  As a community of people with varied skills, attitudes and experiences we will encourage, critique and 

inspire each other to grow.  Work to find and challenge your voice, your themes, your style, your energy, your strengths 

and weaknesses, and your writing & revision process.  

 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement:  If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may 

affect your success in the course you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located in 

the North Plaza Building. The disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining 

reasonable accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516. 
 

Student Support Services:  

 Library http://library.dixie.edu  

 Testing Center http://new.dixie.edu/testing  

 Writing Center and OWL http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php  

 Tutoring Center http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring  

 College Calendar: http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar&yid=2011  

 

Academic Honesty: This class is set up to give students the greatest chance possible at not only passing the class but also 

at making the most excellent grade they can. Please do not abuse my trust by turning in work that is not your own. 

Plagiarism is cheating and will be treated seriously. Allyn and Bacon explain that “plagiarism occurs whenever you take 

someone else’s work and pass it off as your own. Plagiarism has two forms: borrowing another person’s ideas without 

giving credit through proper citation and borrowing another writer’s language without giving credit through quotation 

marks or block indentation” (624).  

 We will cover “proper citation” strategies during the course of the semester. Simply remember that if you did not come up 

with the information from personal experiences, then readers need to know where the information comes from. Further, 

reading on the Internet does not count as personal experience. Information from the Internet must be properly cited. All 

researched information must be properly cited for this class using either MLA or APA style citation.  



3 

 
For citation information, check your textbook, the Dixie State College Research Paper Guide at http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl, 

or the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 6th ed.  

The Dixie State College Policies and Procedures Reads as Follows:  

3-34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE  

34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, including but not limited to 

plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. 

Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by:  

34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred,  

34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course,  

34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or  

34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on probation, suspend, and/or 

expel the student.  

34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the classroom environment to ensure a 

good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from 

individual class activities. If a student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause 

the removal of disruptive students from their course.  

34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal those disciplinary actions 

through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-35)  

 

General Class Policies:  

Be polite and professional. Disruptive students will be asked to leave, will lose all points for that day and be counted 

absent. No cell phone use, (turn them off and put them away), and no side conversations during lecture or discussion. If 

you have a laptop, use it for notes and writing only.  Come with your textbook and materials every class. Pay attention and 

participate in class activities. You will lose all points for that day, if you violate any of the above rules- no warning will be 

given. Remember, you do not have to come to class, if you don’t want to. 

 

Attendance: 

 If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop before that semester’s drop deadline. This deadline can be 

found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the heading “Quick Links.” Click on the given 

semester’s class schedule. 

Students absent from campus with the sanction of the college will be allowed to make up missed in-class work only if the 

instructor has been consulted and arrangements have been made before the scheduled activity. We will adhere to the 

policies set out by DSC in the “Policies for Absences Related to College Functions.”  

You are expected to be present and on time for all classes. Failure to attend classes regularly and on time will negatively 

affect your grade.  Three tardies equal one absence. (A tardy will be given to students who are more than 5 minutes late 

for class. Students more than 20 minutes late will be counted absent.) 

 

Deadlines: 

 I do not accept missed or late assignments at any time.  If you know you will miss class, arrange to turn in your work 

before class. Do not send me unsolicited work via email. Always email me immediately if you are sick or have other 

issues- we can work something out, but you must let me know ASAP.  Computer issues do not count as ‘other issues’. 

You must regularly attend and turn in your work on time- no late or missed assignments will be accepted at the end of the 

semester. 

 

Rubric: 

Final Essay Grade Form 

Name: _____________________________ 

MLA format (10) ______ 

Unique title, correct header and running header ____ 

Correct spacing, 1 inch margins, 12 pt, times new roman, double spaced  ______ 

Proper identification with in-text citations______ 

Appropriate number and use of sources______ 

Works Cited _______ 

Introduction (15) ______  
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Thesis statement/question_____    

Introductory information- summary, background, set up_____  

No obvious, vague phrases or generalizations, such as “In this essay…”______ 

Grabs attention_____ 

Punctuation & Grammar (10) _____  

Paragraphs are appropriate length______ 

No spelling errors/proof reading_____   

Punctuation marks____                             

Word usage and grammar_____ 

Pronoun, modifier or subject verb agreement____         

Focus & Content (30) ____ 

Organization____                                                   

Audience and purpose______ 

Show- evidence (Specifics, details and examples)______       

Tell- reflections, comments, judgments and conclusions______ 

Tone & Flow (20) _____ 

Transitions_____                              

Specific word choice_____ 

Sentence variation _____                 

Consistent verb tense, voice and point of view____                                                             

No clutter____ 

Appropriate structure and stylistic choices (readability, aides)_____ 

Conclusion (15) ____ 

Summarizes essay____                      

Answers “so what”____ 

Doesn’t add new ideas or information_____                                

Essay Points (100) _____             Letter Grade_______           

Grading Scale: 95-100=A; 90-94=A-; 88-89=B+; 85-87=B; 80-84=B-; 78-79=C+; 75-77=C; 70-74=C-68-69=D+; 65-

67=D; 60-64=D-; 59 and below=F.  

 

All essays must be MLA Manuscript Format:  

*Typed.   

* 1” margins      *12 point, Times New Roman       *Double-spaced, no added spaces between paragraphs       *Running 

header on ALL pages-top right hand corner. Last name and page number   *staple- top left hand corner 

*Formal header on first page, top left corner: 

Student’s name  

Instructor’s name  

Course title (ENGL 2010)  

Name of Assignment (Essay 1) 

Date  

* ALL assignments must have a descriptive title, centered, just below the date line.  

 

ASSIGNMENTS (Brief over view): 

 
Discussion Prompts (200 pts) – At the beginning of each class a question from the week’s reading and/or TED talks will 

be presented. You will have 15 minutes to respond in writing, then we will discuss.  

Prompts are graded by completion and participation; they prove you have done your homework. These cannot be made 

up.  Keep them organized for future essays.  

  

ESSAY DESCRIPTIONS: 

 

1. Judgment Essay- Choose a thing you don’t like (for whatever reason) but are curious about. Being non biased, 
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research all sides to this subject, topic, movie, person, event, etc. then develop your NEW and INFORMED 

judgment and evaluation on it. Argue your stance. Use TED talks as inspiration and research. Consider things that: 

make you uncomfortable, you have a prejudice against, have negative feelings, preconceived notions or stereo 

types, or just don’t know about. Do active research like interviews and surveys, watch movies and news, as well 

as read books, articles, etc. (Personal narrative not preferred.) 2-6 pages. 5-10 sources. 

 

2. Solution Essay- Propose a solution for an environmental, political, or social problem, using classical argument 

structure.  Prove the problem exists then give at least one original and/or research based solution. Use TED talk(s) 

and speakers’ literature. Include counterarguments and refutations. 3-4 pages, 7 sources.  

 

3. Argumentative Essay- Develop your specific stance on a social, psychological, philosophical, cultural, and/or 

theoretical abstract concept and argue. Use TED talks as your inspiration and research. Focus your purpose, topic 

and audience. Include counterarguments and refutations. Consider topics such as: goals, talents, happiness, 

depression, vulnerability, evil, creativity, etc. 8-12 pages. 14-22 sources. 

 

4. Midterm- Your favorite or least favorite TED talk- Written and presented in class. Description to come on the 

day. 

 

5. Research Argumentative Essay- Research a focused topic relating to one of the following: education, 

environment, government, science, technology, entertainment, health, global issues, religion or art. Also focus 

your context(s)- social, historical, etc. After researching, develop your personal stance and defend. Choose a 

solution/how-to, or traditional argumentative format. 8-12 pages. 14-22 sources. 

 

6. Proposal- Final Essay and ‘TED’ talk- This is a two part essay. In 2 pages describe your final essay and your 

TED talk. What have you done, will do or want to do? Be as specific as possible. Discuss possible: structure, title, 

organization, visuals, thesis, research, purpose, audience, introduction, length and content. Your essay may be a 

revision or a new essay. Final essay and talk may be linked.  (No peer review- this goes straight to the teacher.) 

 

7. Final Essay (with annotated Bibliography and reflective essay)- This is your only graded essay. Either radically 

revise one of your essays or write a new one. You decide the basic requirements of genre, source number, and 

length. Consider combining essays and or genres, or exploring new research or structures. Include an annotated 

bibliography and 1-2 pg reflective essay after your works cited. (At least 3 sources.) No revisions. 

 

8. ‘TED’ talk- Create and deliver your own unique TED talk based on an essay or new material. What works for 

TED works for us. But, consider: content/topic, delivery, purpose, and visuals. (Watch Sebastian Wernicke’s 

“Lies, damned lies and statistics”.) The more personal, original, specific, detailed and relevant to the audience the 

better. Shoot for 3-15 minutes. (No written component, other than proposal.) 

 

Peer Reviews:  

(10, 50pts each) In workshops we will review each other’s essay rough drafts. Workshops will vary from pairs, to small 

groups to entire class reviews. Come READY with your essay assessable by flash drive, hard copy or laptop. You will get 

completion points for your essay and for reviewing others’ work. Do your best with length, works cited and in text 

citations. (These reviews CANNOT be made up.) 

  

Mandatory Conferences:  
(2, 25pts each)  In a conference with the instructor you will discuss essays, issues, questions, progress and goals you may 

have. To get full credit arrive on time and bring at least one essay. I conduct these meetings in the class room during class 

time. You cannot make these up. 

 

Grades: Out of 1000 

Discussion Prompts         200  Final Essay w/ annotated Bib & Reflective Essay   150 

Reviews/workshops (10)        500  “TED” Talk                       50  

Conferences (2)          50           

Proposal Essay          50  
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Weekly Class Schedule:  
I reserve the right to change this schedule at any time.  

 

Allyn= The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing 

T=TED talk (Find on ted.com. Take notes.) 

   

Week 1: 

 

01/8 

 

 Watch for Class 

 

Intro to class- pretest given 

T-Joshua Klein, Dan Dennett, Patrick 

Chappatte, Phillip Zimbardo- time 

 

ESSAYS & READINGS DUE  

 

Allyn- Part 1 pgs 1-81 

   

Week 2: 

 

01/15 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 3: 

 

01/22 

 

 

 

T- David Pizarro, Tony Robbins, Dan 

Ariely-Decisions, Iain Hutchison, Faith 

Jegede, Anna Deavere Smith, 

Chimamanda Adichie 

 

 

 

T- Munir Virani, Becky Blanton, Maz 

Jobrani, Adora Svitak, Markham Nolan, 

Ernesto Sirolli, Heribert Watzke, AJ 

Jacobs, Julia Sweeney 

 

 

 

 

1
st
 Rough Draft Essay 1(Judgment) (1) 

Allyn- Part 2:8 pgs 177-199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2
nd

 Rough draft Essay 1 (2) 

Allyn- 2:9 pgs 201-240 

  

 

 

Week 4: 

 

01/29 

 

 

T-Jacqueline Novogratz, Al Gore-

averting, Derek Sivers- movement, Caitria 

and Morgan O’Neill, Malcolm Gladwell, 

Peter Eigen, Srdja Popovic, Phillip 

Zimbardo-evil 

 

 

1
st
 Rough Draft Essay 2 (Solution) (3) 

Allyn- Part 2:15 pgs 401-429 

 

 

 

  

Week 5:  

 

 

02/5 

 

 

 

 

T- Kevin Bales, Tony Porter, Phillip 

Zimbardo-guys, Marcel Dicke, Mitchell 

Joachim, Beth Noveck, Arianna 

Huffington, Graham Hill 

2
nd

 Rough Draft Essay 2 (4) 

Allyn- 2:14 pgs 378-398 

 

 

Week 6: 

 

02/12 

 

 

 

T- Michael Norton, Ben Saunders, Steve 

Jobs, JK Rowling, Larry Smith, Brene 

Brown, Jonathon Haidt, Emily Levine 

 

 

 

1
st
 Rough Draft Essay 3 (Argument) (5) 

Allyn- 2:13 pgs 331-372 
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Week 7: 

 

02/19 

 

 

T- Chris Bliss, Ben Dunlap, Heather 

Brooke, Julian Assange, Brian Greene, 

Pranav Mistry, Nathan Myhrvold 

 

 

MID TERM ESSAY (Essay 4) 

CONFERENCES 

Allyn- 5:23 pgs 609-622 

   

   

Week 8: 

 

02/26 

 

 

T- Susan Cain, Amy Cuddy, Lemn Sissay, 

Robin Chase, Stefana Broadbent, Renny 

Gleeson, Liza Donnelly 

 

 

2nd Rough Draft Essay 3 (6) 

CONFERENCES 

Allyn- 3:1 pgs 437-450 

 

  

 

 

 

Week 9: 

 

03/05 

 

 

 

T- Ken Robinson, Jamie Oliver, Cameron 

Herald, Chris Abani, Jane McGonigal, Vic 

Muniz 

 

 

1st Rough Draft Essay 5 (Research) (7) 

CONFERENCES 

Allyn- 2:12 pgs 301-328 

   

 

 

  

Week 10:  

 

 

03/11- 03/15 

SPRING BREAK 

 

 

Week 11: 

                     NO CLASS  

   

03/19 T- Shekhar Kapur, Giles Duley, His 

Holiness the Karmapa, Gary Greenberg, 

Christopher McDougall, David R. Dow, 

Jim Fallon 

Essay 6 Due (no review)  

2
nd

 Rough Draft Essay 5 (8) 

Allyn- 4:19 pgs 517-553 

   

   

Week 12:   

03/26/12 

 

T-Diana Nyad, John Hodgman-Aliens,  

Amy Purdy, Ramona Pierson, Adam 

Garone, Seth Godin, Chip Kidd 

 

½ Class Best AND Worst drafts review day (9) 

Allyn- 4:20 pgs 536-546 

   

Week 13:  

 

 

 

 

04/02/12  

T- Elizabeth Gilbert, Noah Wilson-Rich,  

½ Class Best AND Worst drafts review day (9) 

CONFERENCES 

 

 

 

 

Benjamin Zander, Candy Chang, Ze 

Frank, Andrew Stanton, Helen Fisher 

Allyn- 4:22 pgs 574- 598 
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Week 14:  

 

 

04/09/12 T- Marc Pachter, Rory Sutherland, Rick 

Warren, Frank Gehry, Tim Brown, Jane 

Goodall, Pamela Meyer 

½ Class Final Essay Reviews (10) 

CONFERENCES 

Allyn- 2:7 pgs 164-174 

   

Week 15: 

 

  

4/16/12 

 

 

T- Sebastian Wernicke, Charlie Todd, 

Raspyni Brothers, Rory Bremner, Tom 

Rielly, Ric Elias, Sam Martin 

½ Class Final Essay Reviews (10) 

CONFERENCES 

Allyn- 5:24 pgs 623-634 

 

Week 16:  

 

  

4/23 T-Tom Wujec, Bill Gates- mosquitos, 

Patricia Kuhl, JJ Abrams, Rives 
FINAL  ESSAY DUE 

‘TED’ CONFERENCE 

   

  

 

 

   

Finals Week:  

 

Tuesday April 30
th
 

5pm 

 

 

 

‘TED’ CONFERENCE 

Scantron posttests in class 

(Get essays back) 

 

 

 

 


