
ENG 3140-01: Fiction Writing 
DR. STEVE ARMSTRONG   
SPRING 2015 .  TR 10:30-11:45 .  HCC 47_ 
OFFICE: HCC 449. HOURS: 9:30-10:30, 1:15-5:15 
E-MAIL: armstrong@dixie.edu . PHONE: 652-7806 
Prerequisite: ENGL 1010, ENGL 2010 (Grade C or higher) 
Course Begins: 1/12  Course Ends: 5/7 
 
Required Materials:  

The Art and Craft of Novel Writing, Oakley Hall 
  The Norton Book of American Short Stories, Ed. Peter Prescott  
  Copying costs 
 
 Recommended:  
  Writing Shapely Fiction, Jerome Stern  
  2015 Writer’s Market 
 
Overall English Department Mission Statement  
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the 
centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and 
political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other 
media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.  
 
Course Objectives:  
Course builds upon principles introduced in ENGL 2140: Creative Writing. Students will employ various 
narrative strategies to develop compelling works of fiction in which engaging characters interact with one 
another in environments that are rich with conflict, action, and concrete details. In addition to producing 
14 pages of original prose, students will read and discuss examples of published fiction and produce an 8-
10 page research-driven analysis of a published short story. Students will also become familiar with 
methods for finding and submitting their work to literary markets.  
 
Course Policies: 
1. Attendance is mandatory. Students may miss up to the equivalent of two weeks of class without 
sanctioned excuses, such as DSU athletic commitments, DSU musical performances, etc. Late arrivals are 
prohibited and will be translated into absences (two tardies = one absence). Quizzes missed due to 
absences cannot be made up. TEXT MESSAGING DURING CLASS IS PROHIBITED. ANY 
STUDENT CAUGHT TEXT MESSAGING DURING CLASS WILL NOT RECEIVE CREDIT FOR 
ATTENDING THAT CLASS. University approved absences: Dixie State University Policy explains in 
detail what needs to happen if you anticipate being absent from class because of a university-sponsored 
activity (athletic events, club activities, field trips for other classes, etc).  Please read this information and 
follow the instructions carefully!  The policy can be found at: 
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 
2. Over the term students are expected to complete the following assignments, upon which their final 
grade will be determined: participation; research paper; midterm portfolio evaluation (7 pages); final 
portfolio evaluation (7 pages); quizzes; final examination. To receive a final grade for the course, 
students must complete all assignments. Participation is based upon completion of homework 
assignments and engagement in classroom discussion.  Classroom expectations: It is the responsibility 
of an instructor to manage the classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate for all students.  
This means that you must refrain from actions such as physical violence, verbal abuse, or harassment; 
intoxication or illegal drug use; use of profanity; disrespecting others when expressing their own 
viewpoints; talking while the instructor or another student is talking; and constant questions or 



interruptions that interfere with classroom presentation. An instructor may ask you to stop the 
inappropriate behavior, meet with you after class to discuss the problem, or involve the Dean of Students, 
the department chair, or campus police if necessary.  Students can be removed temporarily or 
permanently from a course for disrupting the learning environment. 
3. Students will produce a research-driven analysis (8-10 pages) of a single work produced by one of the 
authors studied in this class. This project will formatted using guidelines developed by the Modern 
Language Association (MLA). 
4. Students may meet with me outside of class during office hours or by appointment. 
5. Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s work as your own (a book, an article, another essay, Internet) 
without giving adequate credit. The submission of work that is not original for this class is grounds for 
course failure.  
6. Students will not be permitted to take the final examination early. 
7. Grade of Incomplete: Students may receive an “I” only if they meet the following criteria: (1) they are 
passing the course and have completed all course work other than final exam; (2) they have a valid excuse 
for not having completed the required course work. When possible, students should provide instructor with 
proof of the crisis or emergency that prevents them from completing course work during the semester. 
Students who receive an “Incomplete” MUST SEE ME TO MAKE UP WORK AND TO CHECK ON 
CHANGE OF GRADE CONCERNS. 
8. If you know you will be absent the day an assignment is due, turn it in early. Late work will be accepted, 
but each day it is late it will drop a letter grade.  
9. Writing Center: The University provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with 
their writing assignments in all courses. The Writing Center is located in the fourth floor of HCC. 
10. Online Writing Lab: You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of 
issues related to writing, and for numerous links to relevant web sites. To reach the page, type the 
following link in your browser http://dsu.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSU home page, scroll to 
“Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.”  
11. Disability Accommodations: If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect 
your success in this course, you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) 
located in the northeast corner of the North Plaza building.  The disability will be evaluated and eligible 
students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable accommodations. Phone: (435) 652-7516. 
12. Campus resources:  Several campus resources are available to help you succeed.  Check out the links 
for each one to get more information. 

 
If you need help understanding the content of your courses, go to the Tutoring Center located on 
the 4th floor of the Holland Centennial Commons in Room 431. You can visit them online at 
http://www.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

 
If you need help writing papers, essays, etc go to the Writing Center on the fourth floor of the 
Holland Centennial Commons in room 421.  You can also visit them online at 
http://dixiewritingcenter.com/ 

 
If you need to use a computer to do schoolwork on campus, go to the Smith Computer Center or 
the Holland Centennial Commons on the second, mezzanine, or third floors. 
 
If you are assigned to take a test in the Testing Center, go to the North Plaza.  You can get 
information on their website at http://www.dixie.edu/testing/ 

 
The Library has all kinds of information and resources.  Visit the Dixie State University Library 
on the 2nd, and 3rd floors of the Holland Centennial Commons, or go to the library website at 
http://library.dixie.edu/ 

 



13. From DSU Policies and Procedures Manual: 
3–34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE 
34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State University, 
including but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as 
one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State University may discipline 
students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 
34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 
34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course, 
34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 
34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on 
probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 
34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State University have the right to manage the 
classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or 
university security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities. 
If a student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the 
removal of disruptive students from their course. 
34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal those 
disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5–35) 
 

Academic integrity:   In order to ensure that the highest standards of academic conduct are promoted and 
supported at the University, students must adhere to generally accepted standards of academic honesty, 
including but not limited to, refraining from cheating, plagiarizing, falsification, misrepresentation, and/or 
inappropriately colluding or collaborating. The University shall consistently hold students accountable for 
instances of academic dishonesty and apply appropriate consequences.  For more information, see the 
Student Academic Misconduct section of DSU policy at 
http://dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/533.html#appeals  
14. Academic Calendar Spring 2015: http://dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2015 
15. Dmail:  You are required to frequently check your Dmail account.  Important class and university 
information will be sent to your Dmail account, including DSU bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, 
notices of canceled classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to 
your success in this class and at DSU. If you don't know your how to access your Dmail account, go to 
www.dixie.edu and select “Dmail” from the left column.  To locate your Dmail username and password, 
go to www.dixie.edu and click on “Login to student services” in the upper right-hand corner. You will be 
held responsible for information sent to your Dmail account, so please check it often. 
DAILY! 
16. Students are encouraged to use Dixie State University’s library facilities regularly. For information 
about hours, resources, and location, go to the DSU home page and scroll to “Library” or call 652–7714.  
17. If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class to avoid receiving an “F” or “WF” 
on your transcript before that announced drop deadline. This deadline date can be found at the DSU 
homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the heading “Quick Links.” Click on the given 
semester’s class schedule.  #/#/# Withdrawal: “Withdrawal From University. Students are permitted to 
completely withdraw from school until the end of the TBD week of the term. Complete withdrawals must 
be initiated in the advisement and counseling office. Current class schedules list pro–rated withdrawal dates 
for block and summer classes. #/#/# Administrative Withdrawal (see Administrative Withdrawal Policy 5–
44 and Student Tuition and Fee Payment Policy 5–17). Students may be administratively withdrawn for the 
following reasons: 

a. Not attending class on the first day of class, without receiving special permission from the 
teaching faculty member.  

b. Registering for courses for which the pre–requisites have not been met (see Academic 
Assessment).  



c. Neglecting to pay tuition and fees for any given semester by the end of the 3rd week of the 
semester. This type of administrative withdrawal has previously been referred to as a “purge."  

d. Registering for a class without following proper procedure when there is a "hold" placed on 
registration due to low scholastic status (see Scholastic Standards).  

e. For other appropriate reasons at the approval of the dean and department chair. 
18. All final submissions must be double–spaced, employing Times New Roman (12 point), with 
word count noted in the upper right corner of the first page. Guidelines for formatting documents 
will be articulated to students later in the term.  
 
Rules: 
Students must abide by the following prohibitions in their discussions and writing; failure to honor them 
may lead to expulsion from class and Dixie State University. DO NOT TEST THESE RULES. 
 

1. No profane or obscene language. 
2. No pornographic material. 
3. No glorification of criminal activity. 
4. No hate speech, including all terms that target members of any minority group.  

 
Laptops are not permitted for use during class. If you are a social networker, be mindful of the potential 
harm that remarks made online about this course, its instructor, and its students may produce for this 
class.  
 
Grading: 
Over the course of the semester, students earn up to a maximum of 100 points 
 
Grade Percentages: 
Research paper – 20 points 
Research Presentation -- 5 points 
Midterm and final portfolios – 50 points 
Quizzes – 25 points (2.5 pts. per) 
IF YOU FAIL TO COMPLETE ANY REQUIREMENT FOR THE COURSE, INCLUDING WORKSHOP 
PARTICIPATION, YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE A PASSING GRADE. 
 
 Point scale for Final Grade:  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Course Work:  
Students are expected to compose and submit 14 pages of original fiction. This work will be collected twice 
during the term. Students will also produce a research-driven essay about a story selected from The Norton 
Book of American Short Stories, which will be submitted (tentatively) by WEEK 14. Students will be given 
multiple quizzes and a final examination. During the first several classes, I will use class time to lecture on 
the elements of fiction and short story technique. We will begin workshops in WEEK 4. All students must 
have their work critiqued twice over the course of the semester: once before the midterm portfolio is 
collected and once after. Everyone is expected to respond in writing to their peers’ stories. These critiques 

100-94= A       4.00 
 93-90 = A-     3.50 
 89-87 = B+     3.33 
 86-84 = B       3.00 
 83-80 = B-      2.75 
 79-77 = C+     2.33 

76-74 = C    2.00 
73-70 = C-   1.75 
69-67 = D+ 1.33 
66-64 = D    1.00 
63-60 = D-    .75 
59-0   = F      .00 



will be evaluated and thus must be signed. Photocopy and distribute your stories at least one week before 
your scheduled workshops.  QUIZZES WILL NOT BE ANNOUNCED. 
 
Excerpts from unfinished novels are discouraged. If you do bring in an 
excerpt from a longer work for class review, you must include an 
outline/synopsis of the work’s plot; novel excerpts that do not include 
synopses WILL NOT BE READ by the instructor.    
 
Course Goals:  
Goals to be reached in this course:  

• Produce 14 pages of polished “ready for submission” prose, preferably SHORT STORIES 
• Learn to prepare manuscripts for submission to professional markets.  
• Improve understanding of textual analysis and interpretation by examining, critiquing and writing 

about published works of fiction.  
• Learn new methods for critiquing and responding to peers’ work.  

 
Course Learning Outcomes:  
Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

• Craft fiction that employs the basic elements of fiction, such as plot, dialogue, characterization, and 
symbol.  

• Read exemplary works of published fiction and use these narratives as models for their own stories.  
• Critique materials produced for class by colleagues, providing suggestions for effective revision.  

 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE (SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 
 

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED ALL assigned stories appear in the Norton Book of American Short 
Stories collection; theoretical readings are taken from Oakley Hall’s The Art and Craft of Novel 
Writing (OH); students are also responsible for all handouts passed on by the instructor. 
 
1 Week of 1/12 
In-Class: Elements of Storytelling (structure, suspense, style)  
Homework Readings for Thursday: “The Story of an Hour,” “The Unicorn in the Garden,” “Hills Like 
White Elephants” 
Homework Readings for next class: “Idiots First,” “The Lottery” 
 
2 Week of 1/19 
In-Class: Elements of Storytelling (scene, dramatic rendering, dialogue, plotting, 3-Act structure) 
Homework Readings for Thursday: “The Bridal Party,” “Revelation” 
Homework Readings for next Tuesday class: “The Open Boat,” “To Build a Fire” 
 
3 Week  1/26 
SIGN UP FOR WORKSHOPS 
In-Class: Elements of storytelling: characterization, dialogue, symbol; begin workshops 
Homework Readings for Thursday: “The Tell-Tale Heart,” “The Yellow Wallpaper” 
Homework Readings for next Tuesday class: OH 2-26 
 



4 Week  of 2/2 
START WORKSHOPS 
In-Class: Workshops 
Homework Readings for Thursday: Critique peers’ stories 
Homework readings for next Tuesday class: OH 28-41, Critique peers’ stories 
 
5 Week of 2/9 
In-Class: Workshops 
Homework readings for Thursday:  Critique peers’ stories 
Homework readings for next Tuesday Class: OH 42-58, critique peers’ stories 
 
6 Week of  2/16 
In-Class: Workshops 
Homework Reading for Thursday: Critique peers’ stories 
Homework reading for next Tuesday class: OH 60-78 
 
7 Week of 2/23 
In-class: Workshops  
Homework Readings: Critique peers’ stories 
 
8 Week of 3/2 
In-class: Workshops 
Homework Readings: Critique peers’ stories  
In-Class: SUBMITTING MANUSCRIPTS FOR PUBLICATION 
 
9 Week of 3/9 
SPRING BREAK 
 
10 Week of 3/16 
In-Class: RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS 
Midterm portfolio due; TURN IN TUESDAY; Sign up for workshops Portfolio II 
 
11 Week of 3/23 
In-Class: Resume Workshops 
Homework readings for next Tuesday Class: “Death in the Woods” 
 
12 Week of  3/30 
In-Class: Workshops 
Homework Readings: Critique peers’ stories 
 
13 Week of 4/6 
In-Class: Workshops 
Homework Readings: Critique peers’ stories 
  
Week 14 of 4/13 
ANALYTICAL PAPER DUE 
In-Class: Workshops 
Homework Readings: Critique peers’ stories 
 
Week 15 of 4/20 
In-Class: Workshops 



Homework readings for next Tuesday class: “The Baby in the Icebox” 
 
Week 16 4/27 
In-Class: Discuss “Baby”; hand in FINAL PORTFOLIO; review for final 
 
READING DAY: 4/30 
 
FINALS 5/1-5/4 
 

 
Final Exam: May 7, Thursday, 9:30-11:30 


