
ENG 2200-50: INTRODUCTION TO LITERATURE 
DR. STEVE ARMSTRONG 
FALL 2013 . MWF .  HCC  
OFFICE: MCD 211. HOURS: MWF 9-10, T 4-5 
E-MAIL: armstrong@dixie.edu . PHONE: 652-7806 
Course Begins: Course Ends:   
 
Required Materials:  

A Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry, Vintage edition 
Literature: A Portable Anthology, 3 ed., Gardner, Lawn, Ridl, Schaekel 
 

 Overall English Department Mission Statement  
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an 
appreciation for the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly 
their function in social, historical, and political contexts. Students who major in 
English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as 
learning how to produce focused critical essays.  

 
Emphasis Mission Statement (Literature)  

Our literature courses seek to broaden and deepen students’ understanding of the 
unique value of literary expression as an aesthetic form that challenges the senses, 
the intellect, and the imagination. Students also learn to appreciate the complex 
relationship between the aesthetic and intellectual aspects of literature and the 
culture and time in which it was produced.  

 
Course Description  

Fulfills a General Education Humanities requirement. For all students who would like 
to increase their enjoyment of literature. Provides basic understanding of novels, 
short stories, poems, plays, and essays. Students will learn to read analytically and 
write critically. FA, SP, SU  

 
Course Goals:  
Goals to be reached in this course:  

• _A knowledge and awareness of the unique value of literary expression as an 
aesthetic form that challenges the senses, the intellect, and the imagination as it 
offers insight into human values and identity.  

• _An understanding of the major authors and movements that have shaped and 
reflected a variety of historical experiences.  

• _An ability to analyze literature through written and oral responses, using the basic 
elements of literature, including fiction and dramatic elements, such as plot, setting, 
and characterization; rhetorical figures, such as metaphor, symbol, irony, paradox, 
and metonymy; and basic linguistic elements, such as diction, tone, syntax, and 
parts of speech, where appropriate.  

• _An awareness of the power of literature to contribute to human understanding.  
 
Course Learning Outcomes  
Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

• _Explain, critique, and identify major forms, genres, and themes found in literature 
texts, as well as identifying and explaining basic literary elements.  

• _Identify and synthesize similarities as well as differences in the literature found across 

mailto:armstrong@dixie.edu


cultures.  
• _Read the texts of authors considered to be canonical and foundational to literature 

studies.  
• _Write both critical and informal essays about literature.  

 
Methods of Assessment:  
Formative Assessment Methods  

Quizzes: Students will periodically take quizzes, preparation checks, and/or tests to 
assess whether or not they are reading the material.  

Mid-term Exam: Students will also take a mid-term exam to assess their 
understanding of literary concepts, and to test their ability to apply those 
concepts to the specific works they have read. Exams will be returned 
promptly with instructor feedback.  

Essay: Each student will also write a critical essay illustrating how major authors use 
aspects and techniques of fiction/poetic elements. Essays will be returned 
promptly with instructor feedback.  

 
Summative Assessment Methods  

Final Exam: At the end of the semester, students will take a cumulative final exam to 
assess their ability to synthesize concepts and course material.  

Value-Added Assessment Method  
Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in 
which their learning has increased during the semester. This will be a multiple-choice 
(scantron) test 

 
 

Course Policies: 
1. Attendance is mandatory. Two unexcused absences will result in failure of the course. Excuses must be 
submitted within one class meeting of the absence.  
2. Late arrivals are prohibited. Roll will be taken at the beginning of each class meeting. Six tardies equal 

one absence. YOU CAN FAIL ON LATES. TEXT MESSAGING DURING CLASS IS PROHIBITED. 
ANY STUDENT CAUGHT TEXT MESSAGING DURING CLASS WILL NOT RECEIVE CREDIT 
FOR ATTENDING THAT CLASS. For information regarding DSC’s student absence policy see: 
http://www.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus 
3. Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s work as your own (a book, an article, another essay, internet) 
without giving proper credit. The submission of work that is not original for this class is grounds for failure.  
4. Grade of Incomplete: Students may receive an “I” only if they meet the following criteria: (1) they are 
passing the course and have completed all course work except two essays; (2) they have a valid excuse for 
not having completed the required course work. When possible, students should provide instructor with 
proof of the crisis or emergency that prevents them from completing course work during the semester. 
Students who receive an “Incomplete” MUST SEE ME TO MAKE UP WORK AND TO CHECK ON 
CHANGE OF GRADE CONCERNS. 
5. Office hours and conferences: Instructor’s office hours have been established to provide students with 
assistance and students are encouraged to use them.  
6. If you know you will be absent the day an assignment is due, turn it in early. Late papers will be 
accepted, but each day they are late they will drop a letter grade.   
7. All final submissions must be double-spaced, employing Times New Roman (12 point), with word count 
noted in the upper right corner of the first page. Guidelines for formatting will be provided to students later in 
the semester.  

8. Online Writing Lab:  You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a 
variety of issues related to writing, and for numerous links to relevant web sites.  To reach the 
page, type the following link in your browser http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/


page, scroll to “Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.”   
9. Disability Statement: Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities 
desiring reasonable academic adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful 
in this class will need to contact the DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER Coordinator (Baako 
Wahabu) for eligibility determination. Proper documentation of impairment is required in order to 
receive services or accommodations. Visit or call 652-7516 to schedule appointment to discuss 
the process. DRC Coordinator determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services.  
10. Important links: 

• o Library - http://library.dixie.edu  

• o Computer Lab - http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/lab_hours.php 

• o Writing Center - http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php  

• o Testing Center - http://new.dixie.edu/testing  

• o Tutoring Center - http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/  

11. From DSC Policies and Procedures Manual: 
3-34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE 
34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State 
College, including but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other 
person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State 
College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 
34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 
34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course, 
34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 
34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place 
on probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 
34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the 
classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or 
college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class 
activities. If a student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may 
dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students from their course. 
34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may 
appeal those disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 
5-35) 

12. For information about DSC academic calendar go to: 
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=fall2010 
13. DROP DATE If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before 
March 2 to avoid receiving an “F” on your transcript. See below for other important dates.  
14. DMAIL: You are required to frequently check your dmail account. Important class and 
college information will be sent to your dmail account, including DSC bills, financial 
aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and 
deadlines, and other information critical to your success at DSC and in your courses. If you 
don't know how to access your dmail account, go to www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" from the 
left column. To locate your dmail username and password, go to www.dixie.edu, and click on 
"Log in to student services" (upper right corner). 
15. College approved absences: Dixie College Policy explains in detail what needs to happen if 
you anticipate being absent from class because of a college-sponsored activity (athletic events, 
club activities, field trips for other classes, etc).  Please read this information and follow the 
instructions carefully!  The policy can be found at: www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html  

http://library.dixie.edu/
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IMPORTANT DATES:?????????? 
 
 
 

MINIMAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
In order to complete ENGL 2200 with a grade of “C” or higher, each student must satisfy the 
following requirements: 
 

•  Participate in class (quizzes, discussions, examinations) 
•  Write a long, analytical paper (min. 2000 words) that incorporates a sufficient 

number of credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, 
book catalog and subject-specific encyclopedias) and makes use of a bibliography   

 
Course Work:  
Students must read all assigned materials prior to class—discussions are always more lively 
when people come to class prepared.  Fifteen quizzes will be given at the start of each class 
meeting to ensure student participation. These quizzes cannot be made up if you miss them. 
Therefore come to class regularly on time. In addition to quizzes, students must take a midterm 
exam and a final. Students are expected to produce a research paper, as well.   
 
Grading: 
 
Over the course of the semester, students earn up to a maximum of 100 points 
 
Grade Percentages: 

Quizzes: (10) 20 points  
Midterm: 30 points 
Final: 30 points 
Paper: 20 points 
 
 Point scale for Final Grade:  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Research Paper:   
Students will write a research-centered analysis of at least one work that appears in either of the 
course texts. All papers must be double-spaced, employing Times New Roman (12 point), with 
word count noted in the upper right corner of the first page. Guidelines for formatting will be 
provided to students later in the semester. 

 

 
********** 



 
 

GRADING CRITERIA FOR RESEARCH PAPER 
 

"A" papers:  
1. The author articulates and follows up on a clear thesis with compelling evidence. 
2. The essay displays unity and organization. Sentences and paragraphs are coherent, 
presented in a manner which is at once sequential and logical.  
3. Author uses effective sources and cites them correctly. 
4. Language is immediate and concrete, free of abstract clauses and needless words.  
5. Paper displays technical sophistication, a fresh point of view and meets many, if not all, of 
the standards set by professional and academic publications. 

“B” papers: 
1. Author demonstrates her/his understanding of the rhetorical principles discussed in class, 
making use of an interesting/plausible thesis, which she/he supports with effective evidence 
and illustration. 
2. Sources support the argument and address an understanding of the critical issues related 
to the topic.  
3. Sources support the argument.  
4. The paper is organized and tightly structured, but technical problems—i.e. improper 
grammar, verbose diction, faulty citation—appear. 

“C” papers:  
a. 1. The essay’s argument is clear, but the author has not treated it in a manner 

which is adequately comprehensive.  
b. 2. The author supports thesis with evidence and illustration, but the paper lacks 

cohesiveness, transitional remarks, and momentum. 
c. 3. Problems with editing, grammar, and/or citation appear.  
d. 4. Ideas are plausible, but not particularly fresh.   

“D” papers:  
 

1. The thesis statement is not clear and supporting evidence is insufficient.  
2. The essay generally lacks coherence.  
3. Evidence of revision is minimal.  
4. External sources are non-existent or inadequate.  
5. Mechanical problems appear frequently.  

F” papers:  
a. 1. Essay displays little understanding of the assignment. 
b. 2. Mechanical problems are ubiquitous and the paper lacks cohesion at all levels.  

 
 

SCHEDULE (SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 
All readings taken from Literature: A Portable Anthology unless otherwise stated. Titles are listed 
alphabetically in book’s index. Students are responsible for all handouts provided by instructor, as 
well.  
 

Week 1 (1/9-1/13) 
In-Class: Course overview; Elements of Storytelling (structure, suspense, style); Six Steps of Textual 
Analysis, discuss Stafford’s  “Traveling through the Dark” 
Homework Readings: “The Lottery,”  “Cask of Amontillado,” “A Good Man is Hard to Find” 
 

Week 2 (1/16-1/20) SUSPENSE 
In-Class: Discuss assigned readings 



Homework Readings: “Young Goodman Brown,” “The Metamorphosis,” “Annabel Lee”  
 

Week 3 (1/23-1/27) HORROR 
In-Class: Discuss assigned readings 
Homework Readings: “The Story of an Hour,” “Paul’s Case,” “The Yellow Wallpaper”  
 

Week 4 (1/30-2/3) PSYCHOLOGY 
In-Class: Discussed assigned readings  
Homework Readings: “How do I love thee?” “A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning,” “To His Coy Mistress” 
“Hills Like White Elephants” 
 

Week 5 (2/6-2/10) LOVE & ROMANCE 
In-Class: Discuss assigned readings   
Homework Readings: Ibsen’s A Doll’s House 
 

Week 6 (2/13-2/17) DRAMA 

In-Class: Discuss assigned readings 
Homework: Prepare overview of research paper (abstract, outline, annotated bibliography)  

 
Week 7 (2/20-2/24) ADAPTATION 
Homework Readings: “The Tyger,” “I wandered lonely as a cloud,” “La Belle Dame sans Merci,”  

 
Week 8 (2/27-3/2) ROMANTICISM 
In-Class: Discussed assigned readings  
Homework Readings: “Richard Cory,” “A Worn Path,”  “A&P” 
Review for Mid-Term 
 

Week 9 (3/5-3/9) HEROES & ANTIHEROES 
Mid-Term 
In-Class: Discussed assigned readings 
Homework Readings:  “The Second Coming,” “The Red Wheelbarrow,” “This is Just to Say,” “in Just—“ 

 
Week 10 (3/12-3/16) SPRING BREAK ?????????????????????????? 
 
Week 11 (3/19-3/23) MODERNISM 
In-Class: Discussed assigned readings  
Homework Readings: Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun 
 
Week 12 (3/26-3/30) DRAMA II 
In-Class: Discussed assigned readings 
Homework Readings: “Chrysanthemums,” “Bells for John Whiteside’s Daughter,” “Death of the Ball Turret 
Gunner,”   
 

Week 13 (4/2-4/6) PATHOS 
In-Class: Discussed assigned readings 
Homework Readings: “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge,” “Dulce et Decorum est,” “The Second 
Coming,” “Stopping by Woods on Snowy Evening,”   
 

Week 14 (4/9-4/13) CRISIS 

in-Class: Discussed assigned readings 
Homework readings: “Ozymandias,” “Winter Dreams,” “Ballad of Birmingham,” “Battle Royal”  
 

Week 15 (4/16-4/20) IRONY 

In-Class: Discussed assigned readings 



Homework Readings: “A Rose for Emily,” “Everyday Use,” “Daddy,” “Metaphors”  
 

Week 16 (4/23-4/25) FAMILY  
In-Class: Discussed assigned readings  
 
Week 17(4/27-5/3): Final Exams  
 
 
 

FINAL 5:00 Tuesday, May 1 

 

 

 

DOWN BY THE SALLEY GARDENS 

W.B. Yeats 

Down by the salley gardens my love and I did meet;    

She passed the salley gardens with little snow-white feet.    

She bid me take love easy, as the leaves grow on the tree;    

But I, being young and foolish, with her would not agree.      

 

In a field by the river my love and I did stand,    

And on my leaning shoulder she laid her snow-white hand.    

She bid me take life easy, as the grass grows on the weirs;    

But I was young and foolish, and now am full of tears. 


