
 

ENG 3142-01: Creative Nonfiction 

DR. STEVE ARMSTRONG 

FALL 2014 . TR 9:00 -10:15 . HCC 470  

OFFICE: HCC 488 . HOURS: TR 1:00-3:30  

E-MAIL: armstrong@dixie.edu . PHONE: 652-7806 

Course Begins: 8/25. Course Ends: 12/19 

 

Overall English Department Mission Statement  
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the 

centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and 

political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other 

media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.  

 

General Course Description  

This class provides students with the opportunity to improve their understanding of creative non-fiction 

writing techniques, having you develop autobiographical content that draws upon  sstorytelling elements 

frequently exploited in fiction and narrative poetry, dialogue, characterization, symbol, and so forth. The 

course will center on two kinds of texts—those by well-known, professional writers, and those produced 

by students themselves. All creative materials produced by students will receive critiques in class 

workshops.  

 

Course Description  

This course builds upon principles introduced in ENGL 2140: Creative Writing. The focus of the semester  

will be for students to read and thoughtfully discuss works of creative nonfiction from course texts,  

complete various craft exercises, and produce polished creative nonfiction pieces for workshop and  

publication. In addition to writing 14-16  pages of prose, students will be responsible for an 8-10 page 

craft analysis of a published creative nonfiction story (a selection from Shirley Jackson’s Life among the 

Savages). Revision of prose material as well as craft descriptions will be required in a final portfolio 

submitted at the end of the semester. In addition to the requirements above, students should expect to 

attend class regularly, participate in class discussions enthusiastically, and write responses to their peers' 

drafts. Please note that we will frequently consider the ethical tension that creative nonfiction authors 

experience as they strive to tell “true” stories in a manner that pleases audiences’ aesthetic expectations.  

 

Texts:   

 
Field Guide to Flash Nonfiction Edited by Dinty W. Moore   

The Situation and the Story: The Art of Personal Narrative by Vivian Gornick  

Life among the Savages by Shirley Jackson 

Manila folder 

   

 Course Policies: 

 

1. Workshops will begin in the third week of the term. In these meetings, students will have their work 

critiqued by their peers and the instructor. Students are expected to be generous and thoughtful with their 

responses. Cross talk is prohibited. It must be remembered that we are here for just one reason: to become 

better writers and to help each other achieve the same goal. Students will sign up for workshops before the 

end of week two. I will explain the procedure for workshops in greater detail in subsequent classes. 

2. All final submissions must be double-spaced, employing Times New Roman (12 point), with word 

count noted in the upper right corner of the first page. Guidelines for formatting will be provided to 

students later in the semester.  
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3. During the first several weeks of the semester and sporadically throughout the remaining weeks of 

semester, we will analyze ideas and examples that appear in the The Situation and the Story  and Flash 

Nonfiction. In the middle of the semester, we will turn out attention to Life among the Savages.To ensure 

that you are reading, I will give quizzes based on these readings. 

4. Unless otherwise stated on calendar, assigned homework readings will be found in your textbooks.  

5. Writing Center: The College provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with 

their writing assignments in all courses.  The Writing Center is located in the first floor of the Browning 

Bldg.   

6. Attendance is mandatory. Four unexcused absences will result in failure of the course. Excuses must be 

submitted within two class meetings of the absence. Late arrivals are prohibited. Roll will be taken at the 

beginning of each class meeting. Two tardies equal one absence. YOU CAN FAIL ON LATES. TEXT 

MESSAGING DURING CLASS IS PROHIBITED. ANY STUDENT CAUGHT TEXT MESSAGING 

DURING CLASS WILL NOT RECEIVE CREDIT FOR ATTENDING THAT CLASS. For information 

regarding DSU’s student absence policy see: http://www.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus. To earn a 

passing grade in this class you must successfully fulfill all class requirements: adequate attendance, 

workshop participation, portfolio submissions and presentation. Without exemption, all material must be 

typed and turned in on time. Neatness and grammar count 

7. Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s work as your own (a book, an article, another essay, internet) 

without giving proper credit. The submission of work that is not original for this class is grounds for failure.  

8. Grade of Incomplete: Students may receive an “I” only if they meet the following criteria: (1) they are 

passing the course and have completed all course work except two essays; (2) they have a valid excuse for 

not having completed the required course work. When possible, students should provide instructor with 

proof of the crisis or emergency that prevents them from completing course work during the semester. 

Students who receive an “Incomplete” MUST SEE ME TO MAKE UP WORK AND TO CHECK ON 

CHANGE OF GRADE CONCERNS. 

9. If you know you will be absent the day a paper is due, turn in the paper early. Late papers will be 

accepted, but each day they are late they will drop a letter grade.   

10. Online Writing Lab: You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of 

issues related to writing, and for numerous links to relevant web-sites.  To reach the page, type the 

following link in your browser http://DSU.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSU home page, scroll to 

“Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.”   

11. Disability Accommodations: Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities 

desiring reasonable academic adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in this class 

will need to contact the DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER Coordinator (Baako Wahabu) for eligibility 

determination. Proper documentation of impairment is required in order to receive services or 

accommodations. DRC is located in the North Plaza Building. Visit or call 652-7516 to schedule 

appointment to discuss the process. DRC Coordinator determines eligibility for and authorizes the 

provision of services.  

12. Important links: 

o Library - http://library.dixie.edu  

o Computer Lab - http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/lab_hours.php 

o Writing Center - http://new.dixie.edu/english/DSU_writing_center.php  

o Testing Center - http://new.dixie.edu/testing  

o Tutoring Center - http://DSU.dixie.edu/tutoring/  

 13. From DSU Policies and Procedures Manual: 

3-34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE 

34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, 

including but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as 

one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline 

students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 
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34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 

34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course, 

34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on 

probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 

34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the classroom 

environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college security) 

may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities. If a student's 

behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of 

disruptive students from their course. 

34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal those 

disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-35) 

For more details, please see the disruptive behavior policy at: 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html and “Student Code” 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/533.html#appeals). 

14. DMAIL: You are required to frequently check your dmail account. Important class and college 

information will be sent to your dmail account, including DSU bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, 

notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other information critical to 

your success at DSU and in your courses. If you don't know how to access your dmail account, go to 

www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" from the left column. To locate your dmail username and password, 

go to www.dixie.edu, and click on "Log in to student services" (upper right corner). 

 

Important DSU dates http://dixie.edu/reg/?page=fall2014#resources 
 

Evaluation: 

Grades are determined in the following manner. Over the course of the semester, each student will produce:  

 

8 original pieces (3 reviews, 1 letter to the editor/column, 2 query letters, 2 features) 
 

*Two of the reviews, the letter to the editor, and one of the query letters will be collected midway 

through the semester (Portfolio 1).  

 

*A third review, a second query letter, and two features will be turned in at semester’s end (Portfolio 

2).  

 

Because workshops will be conducted regularly, all students are expected to present their work for class 

review at least six times: three before the semester’s midpoint and three after. Everyone is expected to 

respond in writing to their peers’ drafts. Photocopy and distribute materials at least one class before 

scheduled workshops. Students will also take a final exam. To pass this course, you must complete every 

assignment.   

 

Grading: 

Over the course of the semester, students earn up to a maximum of 100 points 

 

Grade Percentages: 

Portfolio 1 – 30 points 

Portfolio 2 – 30 points 

Workshop  (min. 4) – 20 points 

Quizzes – 10 points 

Final Exam – 10 points 

 

 Point scale for Final Grade:  
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The essays submitted in the portfolios will be graded on content, clarity, editing, organization, evidence of 

revision, and audience awareness.  

 

Other:  

 

Course Goals:  
By the end of English 3360, students will have significantly improved their ability to do the following:  

• Produce essays that are suitable for publication.  

• Craft and submit query letters to magazine editors.  

• Critique and copyedit magazine and journal articles.  

 

Course Learning Outcomes:  
By the end of English 3360, students will demonstrate their ability to  

• Engage in the practices that professional writers regularly employ, such as finding markets, crafting 

query letters, and communicating directly with editors.  

• Enhance their understanding of the business aspects of freelance writing.  

• Critique materials produced for class by colleagues, providing suggestions for effective revision.  

 

 

 

Schedule (SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

 

Assigned readings are drawn from Best American Magazine Writing (MW) and Starting Your Career as a 

Freelance Writer (FW); students are also responsible for all handouts passed out by the instructor. In the 

event that a selected writing includes language or subject matter that has the potential to upset you, you can 

choose to opt out from reading; however, a supplementary essay will be provided by instructor.  

 

Week of 8/5: COURSE OVERVIEW 

In-Class: Lecture—reporting v. rhetoric; style; structure; building reader interest 

Homework Readings: FW, pp. 3-30 

 

Week of 9/1:  EDITORS AND QUERIES    

In-Class: Lecture – research; narrative techniques; assign discussion presenters 

Homework Readings: FW, pp. 126-147  

 

Week of  9/8 COLUMNS AND LETTERS  

In-Class: Workshops begin, read and discuss letters to editors 

Homework Readings:  FW, pp. 33-42, 85-112; MW “It’s Not about the Law, Stupid” 

 

Week of  9/15: ESSAY 

In-Class: Workshops 

Homework Readings: FW, pp. 43-47; MW  “Fear of a Black President” 

 

100-94= A       4.00 

 93-90 = A-     3.50 

 89-87 = B+     3.33 

 86-84 = B       3.00 

 83-80 = B-      2.75 

 79-77 = C+     2.33 

76-74 = C    2.00 

73-70 = C-   1.75 

69-67 = D+  1.33 

66-64 = D    1.00 

63-60 = D-    .75 

59-0   = F      .00 



Week of 9/22: RESEARCH METHODS 

In-Class: Research orientation; workshops 

 

Week of  9/29: PUBLIC PROFILE 

In-Class: Workshops 

Homework Readings: FW, pp. 66-74; MW “Who in God’s Name is Mitt Romney” 

 

Week of  10/6 RESEARCH AND REPORTING 

In-Class: Workshops 

Homework Readings: MW  “Did You Think about the Six People” 

 

Week of 10/13: HUMAN INTEREST  

FALL BREAK—NO CLASS THURSDAY 

In-Class: Workshops  

Homework Readings: MW  “School of Hate.”   

 

Week of 10/20: THE EDITORIAL  

In-Class: SUBMIT PORTFOLIO ONE; workshops 

Homework Readings: FW, pp. 205-214; MW “Portrait of a Lady” 

 

Week of 10/27: INTERVIEW 

 In-Class: Workshops 

Homework Readings: FW, pp. 48-65; MW “Terry Southern: The Art of Screenwriting 

 

Week of  11/3: WORKSHOPS 

In-Class: Workshops 

 

Week of  11/10: INVESTIGATIVE FEATURES 

In-Class: Workshops 

Homework Readings: ; MW  “18 Tigers….”  

NO CLASS TUESDAY 

 

Week of  11/17: GENERAL INTEREST FEATURES  

In-Class: Workshops 

Homework Readings: FW, pp. 115-125 ; MW  “Atonement” 

 

Week of  11/24 : OPEN  

THANKSGIVING—NO CLASS THURSDAY 

In-Class: Workshops 

 

Week of  12/1: OPEN   

In-Class: Workshops 

Homework Readings: TBD 

 

Week of  12/8: Workshops; SUBMIT PORTFOLIO TWO  

 

Week of  12/15: Finals 

 

FINAL EXAM: Tuesday 12/16 10:30-12:30 


