
English 2890 – Journal Publication/Southern Quill   
 

Overall English Department Mission Statement  
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality 

of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political 

contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as 

well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.   

 

Course Description  

For students in all disciplines who wish to work with the "Southern Quill," Dixie College's literary 

magazine, and who want to pursue projects in creative writing such as poetry, short stories, plays, and 

essays. Students must attend weekly "Southern Quill" meetings (see instructor for day and time) and 

produce works in the genre(s) of their choice. Available for one, two, or three credits.  Prerequisite: 

Instructor permission required. 

 

Course Goals:   
     Goals to be reached in this course:  

 Students will become proficient acquisition editors, having solicited and selected literary submissions from 

the local community     

 Produce and distribute a professional-quality publication 

 Develop and articulate design guidelines for this publication 

 Organize public reading opportunities for published contributors 

 

Course Learning Outcomes 
      Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

 Review, discuss, and select materials for inclusion in a literary journal 

 Utilize software to prepare a lengthy manuscript for publication 

 Lead a public relations campaign to promote the publication of a literary journal 

 

Methods of Assessment:  

     Formative Assessment Methods  
In-Class Writing: Students collectively decide upon materials which will be included in the publication, 

using class time to discuss, appraise and debate the merits of each submission; students craft mission 

statement for semester, ideas for improving the publication, and acceptance and rejection letters  

     Summative Assessment Methods   
Essays: Students prepare written critiques in advance of class meetings 

     Value-Added Assessment Method  
Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which their 

learning has increased during the semester.   


