
ENG 3260–01: MAJOR AMERICAN AUTHORS: EDGAR ALLAN POE & SHIRLEY JACKSON 

DR. STEVE ARMSTRONG   

SPRING 2014 . LOCATION: HCC 476 . TIMES: 5:15-7:45 

OFFICE: HCC 449 & 488 . OFFICE HOURS: Tues 9:30-10:30, 1:15-5:15 

E–MAIL: armstrong@dixie.edu . PHONE: 652–7806 

Course Begins: 1/6  Course Ends: 5/1 
 

 

Overall English Department Mission Statement  

The English Department at Dixie State University strives to instill in students an appreciation for the cen-

trality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and po-

litical contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other 

media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.  

 

Emphasis Mission Statement (Literature)  

Our literature courses seek to broaden and deepen students’ understanding of the unique value of literary 

expression as an aesthetic form that challenges the senses, the intellect, and the imagination. Students also 

learn to appreciate the complex relationship between the aesthetic and intellectual aspects of literature and 

the culture and time in which it was produced.  

 

Course Description  

Fulfills a Major Authors requirement for English majors pursuing an emphasis in Literary Studies or Eng-

lish Education, and open to other interested students. In depth exploration of the work of a major writer or 

group of writers. Topics and time periods vary among American authors according to instructor expertise 

and might include, for example, Jefferson, Douglass, Melville, Dickinson, Cather, Hemingway, Silko, or 

Morrison, among others. Emphasizes the dynamic interplay among the aesthetics of the text(s), the au-

thor's life, and the socio-political context in which the works are produced. Students will be expected to 

read extensive amounts of work from these authors, write several critical assignments, and conduct a ma-

jor research project. Prerequisite: ENGL 2010  

 

For this section of ENGL 3260, we will survey the works of Edgar Allan Poe and Shirley Jackson, a pair 

of American authors who produced a high number of works that have been cited by critics as examples of 

Literary Gothicism. As we proceed through the semester, reading first the works of Poe and then Jackson, 

we will explore the manner in which these authors adopted, revised, and repudiated the conventions fre-

quently attributed to the gothic mode. In addition, we will look for the ways in which their writings re-

semble and depart from one another in terms of theme, content, and characterization. We will also con-

sider the larger statements the writers might be making about gender, class, and race in the United States. 

We will try, as well, to explain the enduring appeal of these authors’ dark views of human existence as 

evidenced by not only the continued popularity of their writing but also the frequency with which their 

stories have been turned into films, television programs, and stage productions.  

 

Required Texts: 

The Short Fiction of Edgar Allan Poe, eds. Levine and Levine (UP Illinois)  

The Complete Poetry of Edgar Allan Poe, (Signet) 

Shirley Jackson: Novels and Stories, ed. Joyce Carol Oates (Library of America) 

 

 

Course Policies: 

1. Attendance is mandatory. Students may miss up to the equivalent of two weeks of class without sanc-

tioned excuses, such as DSU athletic commitments, DSU musical performances, etc. Late arrivals are pro-

hibited and will be translated into absences (two tardies = one absence). Quizzes missed due to absences 
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cannot be made up. TEXT MESSAGING DURING CLASS IS PROHIBITED. ANY STUDENT 

CAUGHT TEXT MESSAGING DURING CLASS WILL NOT RECEIVE CREDIT FOR ATTENDING 

THAT CLASS. For information regarding DSU’s student absence policy see: 

http://www.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus  

2. Over the term students are expected to complete the following assignments, upon which their final 

grade will be determined: participation; research paper; midterm and final; quizzes. To receive a final 

grade for the course, students must complete all assignments. Participation is based upon completion of 

homework assignments and engagement in classroom discussion.  

3. Students will produce a research-driven analysis (12-15 pages) of a single work produced by one of the 

authors studied in this class. This project will formatted using guidelines developed by the Modern Lan-

guage Association (MLA). 

4. Students may meet with me outside of class during office hours or by appointment. 

5. Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s work as your own (a book, an article, another essay, Internet) 

without giving adequate credit. The submission of work that is not original for this class is grounds for 

course failure.  

6. Students will not be permitted to take the final examination early. 

7. Grade of Incomplete: Students may receive an “I” only if they meet the following criteria: (1) they are 

passing the course and have completed all course work other than final exam; (2) they have a valid excuse 

for not having completed the required course work. When possible, students should provide instructor with 

proof of the crisis or emergency that prevents them from completing course work during the semester. Stu-

dents who receive an “Incomplete” MUST SEE ME TO MAKE UP WORK AND TO CHECK ON 

CHANGE OF GRADE CONCERNS. 

8. If you know you will be absent the day an assignment is due, turn it in early. Late papers will be accept-

ed, but each day they are late they will drop a letter grade.  

9. Writing Center: The University provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with 

their writing assignments in all courses. The Writing Center is located in the fourth floor of HCC. 

10. Online Writing Lab: You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of 

issues related to writing, and for numerous links to relevant web sites. To reach the page, type the follow-

ing link in your browser http://dsu.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSU home page, scroll to “Academics,” 

and select “Online Writing Lab.”  

11. Disability Statement: Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring rea-

sonable academic adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in this class will need to 

contact the DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER Coordinator (Baako Wahabu) for eligibility determina-

tion. Proper documentation of impairment is required in order to receive services or accommodations. 

Visit or call 652–7516 to schedule appointment to discuss the process. DRC Coordinator determines eli-

gibility for and authorizes the provision of services.  

12. Important links: 

o Library – http://library.dixie.edu  

o Computer Lab – http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/lab_hours.php 

o Writing Center – http://new.dixie.edu/english/DSU_writing_center.php  

o Testing Center – http://new.dixie.edu/testing  

o Tutoring Center – http://DSU.dixie.edu/tutoring/  

13. From DSU Policies and Procedures Manual: 

3–34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE 

34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State University, 

including but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as 

one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State University may discipline 

students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 

34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 
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34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course, 

34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on pro-

bation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 

34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State University have the right to manage the class-

room environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or university se-

curity) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities. If a student's 

behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of 

disruptive students from their course. 

34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal those 

disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5–35) 

14. Academic Calendar Spring 2014: http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2014 

15. DMAIL: You are required to frequently check your dmail account. Important class and university in-

formation will be sent to your dmail account, including DSU bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, no-

tices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other information critical to 

your success at DSU and in your courses. If you don't know how to access your dmail account, go to 

www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" from the left column. To locate your dmail username and password, 

go to www.dixie.edu, and click on "Log in to student services" (upper right corner). CHECK DMAIL 

DAILY! 

16. Students are encouraged to use Dixie State University’s library facilities regularly. For information 

about hours, resources, and location, go to the DSU home page and scroll to “Library” or call 652–7714.  

17. If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class to avoid receiving an “F” or “WF” 

on your transcript  before that announced drop deadline. This deadline date can be found at the DSU 

homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the heading “Quick Links.” Click on the given se-

mester’s class schedule.  #/#/# Withdrawal: “Withdrawal From University. Students are permitted to com-

pletely withdraw from school until the end of the TBD week of the term. Complete withdrawals must be 

initiated in the advisement and counseling office. Current class schedules list pro–rated withdrawal dates for 

block and summer classes. #/#/# Administrative Withdrawal (see Administrative Withdrawal Policy 5–44 

and Student Tuition and Fee Payment Policy 5–17). Students may be administratively withdrawn for the 

following reasons: 

a. Not attending class on the first day of class, without receiving special permission from the teach-

ing faculty member.  

b. Registering for courses for which the pre–requisites have not been met (see Academic Assess-

ment).  

c. Neglecting to pay tuition and fees for any given semester by the end of the 3rd week of the se-

mester. This type of administrative withdrawal has previously been referred to as a “purge."  

d. Registering for a class without following proper procedure when there is a "hold" placed on regis-

tration due to low scholastic status (see Scholastic Standards).  

e. For other appropriate reasons at the approval of the dean and department chair. 

18. Research paper will have student prepare a close analysis of a work produced by one of the authors 

we discuss in class over the term, a 10-12 page work formatted according to MLA standards, utilizing a 

minimum of four outside sources.  

19. All final submissions must be double–spaced, employing Times New Roman (12 point), with word 

count noted in the upper right corner of the first page. Guidelines for formatting (MLA) will be articulated 

to students later in the term.  

 

Rules: 

Students must abide by the following prohibitions in their discussions and writing; failure to honor them 

may lead to expulsion from class and Dixie State University. 

 

1. No profane or obscene language. 



2. No pornographic material. 

3. No glorification of criminal activity. 

4. No hate speech, including all terms that target members of any minority group.  

 

Laptops are not permitted for use during class. If you are a social networker, be mindful of the potential 

harm that remarks made online about this course, its instructor, and its students may produce for this class.  

 

Grading: 

Over the course of the semester, students earn up to a maximum of 100 points 

 

Grade Percentages: 

Research paper – 25 points 

Midterm and final – 50 points 

Quizzes – 25 points (2.5 pts. per) 

 

 Point scale for Final Grade:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Goals:  

Goals to be reached in this course:  

• A knowledge and awareness of the expansive and unique role that selected American authors have add-

ed to the field of literature.  

• An understanding of the creation and dynamics of an author’s critical reception and his/her acceptance 

into the literary canon.  

• An ability to analyze literature critically through personal reaction to literary texts coupled with the re-

actions and analysis of other students and scholars.  

 

Course Learning Outcomes  

Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

• Create written work that meets the professional standards of academic writing in the field of literature.  

• Make connections between their own thinking and writing and the work of secondary scholars.  

• Effectively communicate their ideas orally and in writing.  

 

Methods of Assessment:  

Formative Assessment Methods  

Quizzes: Students will periodically take quizzes, preparation checks, and/or tests to assess whether or not 

they are reading the material.  

Mid-term Exam: Students will also take a mid-term exam to assess their understanding of literary con-

cepts, and to test their ability to apply those concepts to the specific works they have read. Exams will be 

returned promptly with instructor feedback.  

 

Summative Assessment Methods  

Final Exam: At the end of the semester, students will take a cumulative final exam to assess their ability 

to synthesize concepts and writers.  

100-94= A       4.00 

 93-90 = A-     3.50 

 89-87 = B+     3.33 

 86-84 = B       3.00 

 83-80 = B-      2.75 

 79-77 = C+     2.33 

76-74 = C    2.00 

73-70 = C-   1.75 

69-67 = D+  1.33 

66-64 = D    1.00 

63-60 = D-    .75 

59-0   = F      .00 



Essay: Students will also write an end-of-the-term research paper in which they reflect upon and analyze 

chosen authors, works, and literary scholarship covered during the semester.  

 

Value-Added Assessment Method  

Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which their 

learning has increased during the semester. This will be a multiple-choice (scantron) test. 

 

Research Paper: Students will discuss the manner in which a selected reading from the course text the-

matically parallels and departs from a film selected by the instructor. 2000 words.  

 

 

SCHEDULE (SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 

 

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, all assigned materials appear in the Poe and Jackson collections. 

Works must be read in their entirety prior to scheduled discussion of each work; to ensure this, com-

prehensive quizzes will be given each time we turn our attention to new material. Students are re-

sponsible for all additional reading materials assigned by instructor. Class readings are announced 

on the calendar the week before they are to be discussed. 

 

Week 1 (1/6-1/10) 

In-Class: Intro to Poe: biography, themes; “For Annie”; “Spirits of the Dead”; and “The Sleeper”; “Israfel” 

Homework Readings: Parini Introduction Signet Poetry; Poe’s “Annabel Lee,” “The Raven,” “The Haunted 

Palace,” “The Philosophy of Composition” (handout) 

 

 

Week 2 (1/13-1/17) 

In-Class: Discuss Parini Introduction Signet Poetry; Poe’s “Annabel Lee,” “The Raven,” “The Haunted Pal-

ace,” “The Philosophy of Composition” (handout) 

Homework Readings: Poe’s “Twice-Told Tales: A Review (Graham's Magazine, May, 1842)” (handout); 

“The Oval Portrait,” “Masque of the Red Death,” “The Pit and the Pendulum,”   

 

Week 3 (1/20-1/24) 

In-Class: Discuss Poe’s “Twice-Told Tales: A Review (Graham's Magazine, May, 1842)” (handout); 

“The Oval Portrait,” “Masque of the Red Death,” “The Pit and the Pendulum,”   

Homework Readings: Poe’s “Imp of the Perverse” “The Black Cat,” “Tell-Tale Heart,” Preface to Tales of 

the Grotesque and Arabesque (Handout) 

 

Week 4 (1/27-1/31) 

In-Class: Discuss Poe’s “Imp of the Perverse” “The Black Cat,” “Tell-Tale Heart,” Preface to Tales of the 

Grotesque and Arabesque (Handout) 

Homework Readings: Poe’s “Thou Art the Man,” “Hop-Frog,” “Berenice,” “The Sphinx”  

 

Week 5 (2/3-2/7) 

In-Class: Discuss Poe’s “Thou Art the Man,” “Hop-Frog,” “Berenice,” “The Sphinx” 

Homework Readings: Poe’s “The Fall of the House of Usher,” “The Premature Burial,” “The Cask of 

Amontillado” ESSAY FROM NEW COLLECTION ON USHER 

 

 

Week 6 (2/10-2/14) 

In-Class: Discuss Poe’s “The Fall of the House of Usher,” “The Premature Burial,” “The Cask of Amontil-

lado” ESSAY FROM NEW COLLECTION ON USHER 

http://www.ibiblio.org/eldritch/nh/nhd.html#1842
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Homework Readings:  Poe’s “Morella,” “The Facts of the Case of M. Valdemar,” Lovecraft’s “Cool Air” 

(Handout),  

 

Week 7 (2/17-2/21) 

In-Class: Discuss Poe’s “Morella,” “The Facts of the Case of M. Valdemar,” Lovecraft’s “Cool Air” 

(Handout), WATCH Corman’s “Valdemar”  

Review for Mid-term 

 

Week 8 (2/24-2/28) 

MID-TERM  

Watch and discuss Aldrich’s Whatever Happened to Baby Jane? 

Homework Readings: Oates interview (handout); Hague’s “A Faithful Anatomy of our Times: Reas-

sessing Shirley Jackson” (handout); Jackson’s “Trial by Combat,” “The Witch,” “The Renegade,” “The 

Dummy” 

 

Week 9 (3/3-3/7) 

In class: introduction to Jackson: biography, themes 

Oates interview (handout); Hague’s “A Faithful Anatomy of our Times: Reassessing Shirley Jackson” 

(handout); Jackson’s “Trial by Combat,” “The Witch,” “The Renegade,” “The Dummy” 

Homework Readings: “The Lottery,” “Behold the Child Among His Newborn Blisses,” “The Little 

House,” Jackson’s “Biography of a Story” 
 

Week 10 (3/10-3/14) SPRING BREAK 

 

Week 11 (3/17-3/21) 

In-Class: Discuss Homework Readings: “The Lottery,” “Behold the Child Among His Newborn Blisses,” 

“The Little House,” Jackson’s “Biography of a Story” 
Homework Readings: Jackson’s “One Ordinary Day with Peanuts,” “Louisa, Please Come Home,” “The 

Possibility of Evil”  

 

Week 12 (3/24-3/28) 

In-Class: Discuss Jackson’s “One Ordinary Day with Peanuts,” “Louisa, Please Come Home,” “The Pos-

sibility of Evil”  

Homework Readings: First half The Haunting of Hill House (Chapters 1-5, 243-358); Parks’s “Chambers 

of Yearning: Shirley Jackson’s Use of the Gothic” (handout) 

 

Week 13 (3/31-4/4) 

In-Class: Discuss First half The Haunting of Hill House 

Homework Readings: Second Half Hill House (Chapters 6-9, 359-417); Parks’s “Chambers of Yearning: 

Shirley Jackson’s Use of the Gothic” (handout) 

 

Week 14 (4/7-4/11) 

In-Class: Discuss Second Half Hill House, Parks’s “Chambers of Yearning: Shirley Jackson’s Use of the 

Gothic” (handout) 

Homework Readings: First half We Have Always Lived in the Castle (Chapters 1-5, 421-489) 

 

Week 15 (4/14-4/18) 

In-Class: Discuss First half We Have Always Lived in the Castle 



Homework Readings: Second half Castle (Chapters 6-10, 490-559); Carpenter’s “The Establishment and 

Preservation of Female Power in Jackson’s We Have Always Lived in the Castle” (handout)  

Research Papers DUE 

  

Week 16 (4/21-4/23) 

In-Class: Discuss Second half Castle; Carpenter’s “The Establishment and Preservation of Female Power in 

Jackson’s We Have Always Lived in the Castle” (handout) 

Homework: TBD 

 
READING DAY: (4/24) 

  

Week 17 (4/25-5/1):  FINALS 

 

 

Final Exam TBD  


