
 Introduction to Writing Course Description

English 1010 - 51 (3 credits) Nickole Backman
Fall Semester 2013
E-mail:  backmn@interact.ccsd.net, backmaneng1010@gmail.com, backman@Dixie.edu
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. – 7:40 p.m. HCC 340
Office Hours: Tuesday 7:45 - 8:45 p.m., also by appointment, HCC 340
______________________________________________________________________________

Course Schedule/Syllabus – Fall 2013
This schedule and the list of assignments is a plan for this class. Changes and substitutions will
probably become necessary and should be expected.
Required Textbook
How To Write Anything, A Guide and Reference, Second Edition, by John J. Ruszkiewicz and 
Jay Dolmage
Suggested Texts: Rules of Thumb, A Guide For Writers, 7th edition by Jay Silverman, Elaine
Hughes, and Diana Wienbroer.
Research Paper Guide 2010, Dixie State College.
CRN Number:  44964

Fall 2013 Semester Schedule and Student Resources:  Click on the Fall 
2013 Catalogue (http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?pages=schedule)

Syllabus Link:  http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus

If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class 
before the semester’s drop deadline.  

In this course we will use Google Drive extensively for creating, 
sharing, and commenting on our writings. Sometimes this will be 
facilitated through Canvas, such as group assignments. Other 
times it will be in small peer review groups. In order for me to 
grade and provide feedback on your work, you will need to share 
your completed assignments with me at 
backmaneng1010@gmail.com. Be sure you give me commenting 
privileges. If you are unfamiliar with or need support using 
Google Drive or creating an account visit: https://
support.google.com/drive/?hl=en 
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Required Materials
Access to a college-level, academic dictionary and thesaurus to use while writing. You will also 
need to use these during in-class writing and exams.
Access to a computer (activate your student account and email today).
Access to a stapler
Spiral-bound notebook or loose-leaf notebook paper for in-class writing and note-taking
Folder to store all handouts, exercises, and completed assignments
Folder to organize and submit final essays with all required pre-write assignments

HTWA = Text, How To Write Anything
HWA = Home Work Assignments
I reserve the right to alter or add assignments to what is listed in 
the class schedule. Specific homework instructions will be given 
each class meeting and take precedence over this schedule. 
Please email me if you miss class, and I will update you as to 
class activities. Please bring the textbook to every class meeting.

Class Schedule

Class Class Activity

August 20 Class Introduction
Cornell Notes

August 27 Writing Center Discussion
       English Dept. Test
       HTWA pp. 4 - 22,  356 - 360, 408- 409          
Due:  HWA:  Things I’ve written (last 3 months) and Things I’ve 
read (last 3 months)
Plagiarism Contract
       Diagnostic Essay
       “The Pink Floyd Night School”, pgs. 7 - 9, #1 pg. 43. Use this 
as your basis for narrative essay (See Sept. 10).

September 3      HTWA- pp. 23 - 42, 412 - 429  
Due: HWA “Strange Tools”, pp. 23 - 28, #2, pg. 43 - 1 page typed
        Key Idea, list outline for narrative paper     



 

Class Class Activity

September 10 HTWA: pgs. 458 - 465
Due:  HWA “Check Mate?” p. 29 - 31, #3 p. 43 - 1 page typed
 Rough Draft Narrative Essay:  A Childhood Experience I 
Remember or An Event That Has Affected My Life
Peer Review: Bring 3 copies to share with your group. 

September 17 HTWA: pgs. 44 - 58, 482 - 490, 176 - 183
 Quiz - Cornell Notes
Due: HWA Mind map covering the narrative essay information in 
general and reading  assignments (see syllabus for requirements)
 Final Draft Narrative Essay:  Include all pre-writing 
activities as assigned in a folder organizing papers with final draft 
on top. Include author review as explained in syllabus and canvas.
Pg. 205 #6, Decide on a topic for your research report proposal.

September 24 HTWA pp. 393 - 397, 410 - 411, 416 -  419
Due: HWA “Inner and Outer Beauty”, pp. 66 - 69; 
Proposal for research report (Typed 1 page, following guidelines 
on pg. 176) 
Research report topic: pg. 71, #5 and handout

October 1 HTWA pp. 59 - 71, 491 -  511
“The Running Shoe Debate…” pg. 61 - 65
Due: HWA Formal Outline for research report. 

October 8 HTWA pp. 491 - 539
Due: HWA Rough Draft of a research report at least 3 pages, 
with citations and works cited page.  
 Peer Review: Bring 3 copies to share with your group.

October 16 Quiz - Cornell Notes
 HTWA pp. 106 - 124
 “Looking At The Ipad From Two Angles”, pgs. 109 - 112
Due: HWA - Cornell Notes
Mind map covering information about writing a research report in 
general, not just the report on your topic.
Final Draft of a research report:  Include all pre-writing 
activities as assigned in a folder organizing papers with final draft 
on top. Include author review as explained in syllabus.



Class Class Activity

October 22 HTWA:  pgs. 121 - 123
 In-class Evaluation essay 
 1:1 Conferences (Be prepared with 3 questions for me.)

October 29 HTWA: pgs. 410 - 411, 393 - 397
 Library discussion about sources, research topic for 
 argumentative research paper
 HWA:
 1:1 Conferences (Be prepared with 3 questions for me.)

November 5 HTWA: pp. 72 - 90, 372 - 378, 501 - 539
 “Stop Asking Me My Major”, pgs. 75 - 78
 Works Cited Quiz
Due: HWA Working thesis for your argumentative essay. Page 
105, #1 as your reference.  

November 12 HTWA: pgs. 91 - 105, 512 - 539
 “Play Free Bird”,pgs. 95 - 100,  
Due: HWA Formal Outline for argumentative essay

November 19 HTWA: “Duke’s Sexist Sexual Misconduct Policy”, pgs. 101 - 
103
Due: HWA Rough draft final argumentative research essay. 
Include at least a 4 page rough draft to turn in for a grade, 
including a works cited page. Bring 3 copies for peer group 
review. 

November 26 Writing Night
Due: HWA Final Draft of your persuasive essay:  Include all 
pre-writing activities as assigned in a folder organizing papers 
with final draft on top. Include author review as explained in 
syllabus.

December 3 Quiz - Cornell Notes
Writing Marathon 
Due: HWA: Writing Share - revised essay of your narrative essay, 
research report, or evaluation (with original and 1 additional 
 page )               
Mind map for argumentative essay in general, not just your topic.
Cornell Notes

December 10 Final Exam (5:15 - 7:40) 



Course Catalog Description
Course Catalog Description:  Partially fulfills General Education English requirement.  Designed to improve 
students' abilities to read, analyze, and write expository papers. Provides opportunities to write and revise a number 
of essays. Activities, library research, portfolios, writing to a style guide, and tests may also be used to prepare 
students to write college level papers. Successful completers (grade C or higher) will be prepared to take ENGL 
2010.  Prerequisite: LIB 1010 (can be taken concurrently); AND English placement score 19 or higher OR ENGL 
0990 (Grade C or higher and if ENGL 0995 required, Grade C or higher); AND Reading placement score 17 or 
higher OR ENGL 1470 (Grade C or higher)

Overall English Department Mission Statement 
(Department Objectives)
The English Department at Dixie State University strives to instill in students an appreciation for the 
centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and 
political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other 
media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.

Emphasis Mission Statement 
(Composition Course Objectives)
As a subset to the English Department, The Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of both the 
department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to strengthen students’ 
skill and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to increase students’ written fluency, and 
help them better formulate and organize ideas into focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays.

General Minimum Writing Requirements
Students in this course will:
 Write a minimum of 4 essays:
  Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words).
  One of which must be at least a 5 page research essay that incorporates a 
  sufficient number of credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s 
  article databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s 
  catalog).
 Write at least one graded in-class essay.
 Write no more than one narrative essay.
            Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early   
 drafts (such as non-graded first drafts).
 Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).
Students will have frequent opportunities to invent, create, organize, draft, revise, edit, and 
proofread.
Writing assignments will vary in purpose, format, and length.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement:
If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the 
course you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) 



located in the North Plaza Building. The disability will be evaluated and eligible students 
will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516 

Student Support Services
 Library:     http://library.dixie.edu
 Testing Center:   http://new.dixie.edu/testing
 Writing Center and OWL: 
   http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
 Tutoring Center:   http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring

Expectations Of Students
In addition to respecting the instructor, fellow students, and the process of writing as well as the
larger one of education, students in English 1010 are expected to:
1. Attend all classes.
2. Arrive on time, remain for the entire class, and be attentive in class.
3. Be prepared, participate when requested, submit assignments on time.
4. Bring appropriate textbooks, assignments, and other materials.
5. Maintain politeness and civility toward instructor and fellow students.
6. Save all your work throughout the semester – you may be asked to resubmit items.
7. Turn off cellular phones during class. I will not hesitate to confront you if I see you texting, 
etc. on your phone and I may deduct as much as 50 points.
8. Meet with the instructor individually in scheduled conferences, if requested.
9. Renounce an attitude of entitlement to a certain grade – avoid negotiations for grades or 
special treatment.
10. Separate your ego from the learning process.
11. Plan to devote several hours per week to this course: a normal ratio is 2 – 3 hours of outside 
work for each hour spent in the classroom.
12. Make back-up copies of papers and other assignments. Computer or printer problems are not 
an acceptable excuse for late submission of assignments. Printers are often temperamental. Do 
not wait until the last minute to print out your paper. Always make a back-up copy in a separate 
medium. Save early and often. Also be prepared with money on your account so that if need be, 
you can print your paper in class as required.
13. You may be asked to complete exercises additional to those assigned in class to correct 

specific problems or deficiencies in your writing. There will be no additional credit for these 
exercises, but if assigned, they are required.

14. If class is held in the computer lab, your computer will be used for classwork only and I may  
deduct 50 pts. If you are browsing the internet during class.



General Class Policies
Please present yourselves in a polite and professional manner, and I will endeavor to do the 
same. Disruptive students (students whose behavior makes it difficult to conduct class) will be 
asked to leave the class and will be counted as absent for the entire class period.
When I say please be polite and professional, that includes not eating in class. No one wants to 
listen to someone else chew or smell another person’s food. Please do not text in class either. 
There is no point in being in class if you are not going to participate, and I find the clicking (and 
often, chuckling) a distraction. No unauthorized computer use during class time. If you bring in a 
drink, please make sure it has a cap and that you take your trash away with you.

Tardiness, Absences, and Late Work
Students must arrive to class on time and remain for the entire period. Arriving late or leaving
early is disruptive, and I reserve the right to adjust your grade if you do not follow this policy.  I 
will take roll at the beginning of each class, and if you are not present, but show up within 10 
minutes of the start time, you will be marked tardy.  Two tardies equal one absence.  If you are 
more than 10 minutes late for class you will be marked absent regardless of whether or not you 
show up after that.  If you feel the need to leave class early, the same attendance rules apply: less 
than 10 minutes=tardy; more than 10 minutes=absence.
Excessive absences are also unacceptable, and I reserve the right to lower your grade by up to
one full level for missing too many class periods. I realize that life happens, however, we meet 
only once a week, so more than 2 absences will affect your grade. In this class you will be 
working in groups, and the in-class work and discussions will be essential to the essays you will 
write. Missing such discussions puts you at a disadvantage before you even begin your task. If 
you choose to be absent from class when an assignment is due, assignments must still be 
submitted by the beginning of the class period. If you do choose to be absent, it is your 
responsibility to retrieve materials you may have missed, receive assignments, pick up returned 
work, etc. It is also your responsibility to find a classmate to work with regarding notes, etc.
Due dates for essays are clearly marked, and it is very important that you turn your assignments 
in on time. One minute or 24 hours is still late. Late papers will receive no higher than a “C” 
grade, regardless of the quality. Exams may not be taken early, and no make-up exams will be 
given unless you have worked out a replacement with me. No make-ups are permitted for most 
in-class activities.

Grading
Learning is hard work.  Learning for its own sake (not for a job or any other practical purpose) is 
the foundation of a general college-level education. If this is unacceptable, perhaps you are in the 
wrong place. My task is to evaluate your work and to indicate its level according to a set 
standard. If you work hard and fulfill all the assignments in this course, you stand to improve 
your writing. Missing class will result in an inability to comprehend the covered material, which 
then will affect your performance on related exercises and subsequent exams. It is my experience 



that students who miss class receive lower grades. No extra credit work will be 
accepted.  Also, no work will be accepted after the final grades are submitted.
Grading will be based on an accepted standard for writing skills. The following items will
comprise the final grade:  
 

 Weekly assignments   25%
 Essays  50%
 Exams and quizzes 15%
 Participation    10%
90 - 100% = A
80 - 89% =  B
70 - 79% =  C
60 - 69% = D
50 - 59% = F

Participation
Attendance and class participation are not the same. Participation means you are energetically
involved in classroom activities and that you come to class with assigned readings and 
homework completed. Another reminder that cell phones are not allowed in class.  Leave your 
cell phone at home or turn it off when you are in class because I will use the 3 strike policy listed 
in the disruptive behavior section.
 When someone is speaking, either the instructor or a student, no one else should be 
  talking.
 Treat everyone courteously and professionally at all times.
Disruptive Behavior
Vulgar language will not be tolerated. Bullying will not be tolerated. Rude or mocking behavior
and comments to me or other students will not be tolerated. Chit-chatting with your neighbor, 
texting on your phone, or browsing the internet during class lecture and assignments is also 
unacceptable. I will use the 3 strike policy. If you break a rule once, I will give you a warning; if 
it happens a second time, I will ask you to leave class for the day; a third violation will result in 
you being dropped from the class for disruptive behavior and a disruptive student report will be 
filed with the department.
For more details, please see the disruptive behavior policy at:
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the
permanent marking of your college file. I can also involve the Department Chair, Dean, and/or
Academic Vice-President, require punitive assignments or other compensatory work, or 
implement any combination of the above. Plagiarism in any amount is not tolerated in this 
course. Plagiarism is either:
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1. using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to them (in that paragraph)
2. using someone else’s words without “quoting” them (Smith wrote, “Blah blah.”)
If you are unsure about a possible offense, it is always better if you bring it to my attention
before (or while) it is happening, rather than my discovering something suspicious on my own 
and after the fact. Occurrences of plagiarism are greatly disturbing not only because they are 
disrespectful of the course and the process we are undertaking, namely for you to learn to write, 
but also because plagiarists disregard the hard work their classmates are undertaking. As diligent 
class members struggle to improve their writing, often with much work and dedication, the 
plagiarist finds it adequate to steal material. I am concerned with the impact such actions have on 
your character and future as well as the contempt it shows toward your personal education and 
your peers who choose to engage in honest scholarship and academic exertion.
Any time you take credit for work you did not do, you are cheating. This includes getting 
the answers to homework problems from someone else, copying information from a library 
or internet source and presenting it as if it were your own words (plagiarism), looking at 
someone else's answers on an exam, and asking someone who has already taken a test 
about what questions it contains. I have tried to design assignments and exams to minimize 
the temptation to cheat, but it is not my job to prevent you from cheating. If you cheat and 
are not caught, it doesn't mean that you "beat the system." It means you violated the 
Student Code and forfeited your integrity, whether or not you are caught. You will pay the 
price, sooner or later. It is better to fail an assignment or even a class than to cheat and lose 
the chance to continue your education. (See “Student Code” http://library.dixie.edu/
policies/studentcodesectionfour.pdf page 8).

Paper Format
Each page of writing should be 1.5 spaced in times Roman font, size 12, with 1” margins on each
side. If any assignment is over one page, all pages must be stapled together in the upper-left 
corner. The appropriate MLA format will be required, including the running header. Works Cited 
and other non-text pages do not accumulate toward a page total. Written work must be submitted 
in the appropriate format. The instructor reserves the right to not accept written work that is not 
correctly formatted.          
          Smith 1
Cindy Smith
Mrs. Backman
English 1010
September 10, 2013
# of words
     Title: Subtitle
Writing Projects
Each writing project will consist of a series of exercises that will take the student through the 
writing process, from prewriting to composing to revising--all the way through to putting the 
finishing touches on a final draft of a paper.  Different parts of each project will be due at at 
different times.  You will receive peer feedback and possibly input from me before the final 
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grading.  Each student will need folders over the course of the semester to turn in the various 
writing projects. Please include all required parts in your folder. A finished essay is not just the 
essay; it is all the required assignments needed to arrive at a final project. Here is a checklist of 
items due for a typical writing project:
 Prewriting exercises
 Rough Draft
 Outline
 Peer Reviews - In Class and Take Home
 Author’s Response to writing the paper and to Peer Evaluations 
 Final Draft (marked with items from paper checklist) and revised from rough (at least .5 - 
  1 page  longer than rough draft)
Each of the following items will be graded during the writing process.
 Pre-Writing Exercises and Outlines
 Your prewriting sheets will be started and sometimes completed in class, but for sure you 
 will need to complete the exercises.  These exercises will help you to brainstorm and 
 come up with a wide variety of ideas at the beginning of each writing project.  Then you 
 will organize your ideas into an outline; this outline should resemble how you want the 
 final paper to look-- think of it as a map of your paper.  Of course you can and should 
 change and adapt the size and shape of your paper as you go along in the writing process.
 Peer Reviews
 The author is responsible to make sure that the in-class peer review sheet pertaining to 
 his/her paper is filled out completely and that the advice and suggestions offered by 
 classmates is considered during the revision process.  Make sure your peer review sheets 
 are detailed and complete.  You will also be given a take-home peer review partner, and 
 again, you will need to fill out this sheet thoroughly and completely to give the author 
 your feedback.
 Conferences
 At least 1 conference will be held with me 1:1 to go over your progress.  Each student 
 should come prepared to ask (at least 3) questions, record suggestions, and discuss your 
 progress in the writing process.
 Author’s Response to Writing the Essay
 The author will respond to and evaluate all the steps in the writing process of the 
 particular essay and turn this  response in with the rest of the materials for the final 
 grading.
 Final Draft
 While the writing process is continuous, the final draft should be the most polished and 
 most complete version of the paper that you submit.  The major portion of the grade for 
 each writing project will be the grade that you receive for the final draft.

Writing Center
The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their
writing assignments in all courses. The writing Center is located on the fourth floor of the
HCC Bldg. Call 652-7815 for hours and more information.



DSC OWL
You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues related to
writing, and for numerous links to relevant web-sites. To reach the page, type the following link 
in your browser http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, scroll to “Academics,” 
and select “Online Writing Lab.”

Dmail Account
Important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail e-mail account. This
information includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped 
classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in 
this class and at DSC. All DSC students are automatically assigned a Dmail e-mail account. If 
you don’t know your username and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select “Dmail” for 
complete instructions.
You will be held responsible for information sent to your Dmail e-mail, so please check it
often.

Mind Map Assignments
Your brain learns better if it can review often the information it learns.  Making a mind map of 
information helps with this process.  A mind map is a gathering together of information using 
pictures, colors, words, phrases, etc. in a way that relates to you and what you can remember and 
use.  Mind map ideas can be found on your Canvas home page and  will be used to complete this 
assignment.  Check your syllabus for mind map due dates.

Cornell Notes
To help you as you read and review the reading assignments, cornell notes is an organized page 
to gather information from the book. A copy of the page can be found on Canvas. On the right 
side of the page, write extensive notes of the reading assignment. Down the left side, write bullet 
points to help you remember. At the bottom, write a summary sentence or two about the entire 
section. You will probably need more than one page to cover the material studied. You may use 
your cornell notes when you take a quiz, so the more complete you make the notes, hopefully, 
the better you will do on your quiz.

Final Revision
Choose one of your essays, not the final research essay, and revise, improve it as a final, polished 
draft. The revision would be adding at least .5 - 1 page of text, reworking trouble spots, 
improving focus, etc., and using peer and teacher suggestions from peer review sessions to help 
with this process. Be prepared to share all or part of your essay in class at the end of the 
semester.
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Canvas Discussions
I will post discussion questions, statements, ideas about our reading assignments, current events, 
grammar helps, etc. on Canvas. I may post weekly or every other week. When I make a post, you 
will be responsible to respond by Friday of that week. You will then need to respond to two other 
student responses by the next Tuesday class. 

Other Useful Stuff
College approved absences: Dixie College Policy explains in detail what needs to happen if 
you anticipate being absent from class because of a college-sponsored activity (athletic 
events, club activities, field trips for other classes, etc). Please read this information and 
follow the instructions carefully! The policy can be found at: http://www.dixie.edu/
humanres/policy/sec5/523.html

September 9, 2013     Last day to drop without a “W”

October 14, 2013        Last Day to drop
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