
  

Introduction to College Writing—English 1010-10 (sec. 44369, 3 credits)           Dr. Brad Barry, Fall 2012 

  

Syllabus and Course Requirements 

  

Week           Assignment Description         

  

Week 1 Intro to the course; begin discussing common writing myths; Dept. Pre-Test;  

(Aug 21, 23)      begin the Diagnostic Essay              

  

 

Week 2  Diagnostic Essay - due Tues of this wk. by 1 p.m. - by way of DSC e-mail (send to: barry@dixie.edu)  
(Aug 28, 30)    Introduction to Analytical Narrative Essay   

        For Thursday of this week, read two sections from our course textbook:   

 “Personal Narratives” - W8 (pgs. 46-49)  

 Developing Ideas in Paragraphs (W3b // pgs. 16-22)   
             Student presenters, be prepared to teach this concept to your classmates.     

 

 

Week 3 Analytical Narrative, ingredient A (describing & showing)   
(Sept 4, 6)      For Tues of this week, read the following from our course textbook: 

 Focusing Ideas in Paragraphs (W3-W3a and W3c-W3d // pgs. 14-16; 22-25)  
                         Student presenters, be prepared to teach this concept to your classmates 
   Thursday of this week: bring 3 print-outs of ingredient A.  Arrive to class on time! 
  See next week for homework to do over the weekend between weeks 3 & 4.  

 

 

Week 4 Analytical Narrative, ingredient B (interpreting & reflecting)   
(Sept 11, 13)     For Tues. of this week, freewrite layer B of your narrative essay.   

Are you experiencing writer’s block? If so, perhaps that’s because you are expecting 

paragraph one to be absolutely perfect before you move on to paragraph two. Or maybe you 

are trying to write your whole entire paper in your intro.  Or perhaps you are having trouble 

coming up with ideas. For help in overcoming these blocks to drafting, read the following 

short sections from our class book: 

 W2a “Generating Ideas” (pgs.6-7) 

 W2c “Organizing and Drafting (pg. 8)  

        For Thursday of this week: 

 Read about recognizing and repairing fragment sentences (S2 // pgs. 233-235)  
              Student presenters, be prepared to teach this concept to your classmates.     
         AND 

 Bring 3 print-outs of ingredient B.  Arrive to class on time!    
   As you draft ingredient B, aim for one fully developed topic per paragraph (1fdtpp)   
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Week 5       
(Sept 18, 20) For Tuesday of this week: 

 Type (& bring) one copy of ingredient C of your Analytical Narr. (generalizing & theorizing) 

 Begin editing and proofreading your whole essay.  

o  Now that you are in the editing stage, read (and apply) pg. 229.    

 Also read the following two sections:  
o  Recognizing and Repairing Fused Sentences (S3 // pgs. 235-237) 
o  The Apostrophe (P5 // pgs. 295 - 298)   

            Student presenters, be prepared to teach this concept to your classmates.     

 
  

  On Thursday of this week, we’ll meet in the Smith Computer Center  
              - First look in rooms 117, 118 and 119. If those are already taken, we’ll meet in main lab area. 
              - Bring digital versions of your essay (original and back-up).  Be prepared to revise in class.       

  Final-draft packet of complete Analytical Narrative is due Thursday of this week, by 1:15 p.m. 

      Slide your final-draft packet under my office door: Holl.Cent.Commons. room 451  

                    Over the weekend, for Tuesday of Week 6, develop a list of at least  

    five workable, focused topics for the research essay.      

 

Week 6 In-Class Writing: Learning Reflection 1  
(Sept 25, 27)    Introduction of research assignment; begin research and your Annotated Bibliography    

For Thursday of this week, read the following two sections: 

 Parallelism (S7, pgs. 256 - 258)  
  Student presenters, be prepared to teach this concept to your classmates.     

 Scan pgs. 104-130  
    No need to closely read these pages, but be sure to familiarize yourself with the items   

       listed in this section. They will help you when you create your paper’s Works Cited list.  

 

 

Week 7 More research tips.  Discussion of common rhetorical appeals and logical fallacies.    
(Oct 2, 4)        For Tues. read about avoiding plagiarism & quoting others (R4g and R4b // pgs.91-92; 83-85) 

     Student presenters, be prepared to teach this concept to your classmates.   

            Also for this Tues. bring to class at least three of your sources (be able to read them in class) 

 

  For Thurs. read about how to paraphrase (R4c // pgs. 85-87)   
     Student presenters, be prepared to teach this concept to your classmates.   

            Also for this Thurs. bring to class two new sources (be able to read them in class)  

  Also, by end of this week, you should have found, carefully read, & annotated 5 of your 7 sources 

                       Tip: As you find articles, keep track of the database names by which you get each of them.   

 

 

Week 8 Complete Annotated Bibliography due by the end of class of Tuesday of this week.  

(Oct 9, holiday)       On Tuesday of this week, we’ll meet in the Smith Computer Center.  Be prepared  

   to work during class.  Bring all of your research, and digital versions of Anno.Bib.   

  For Tuesday of Wk 9, bring the following to class:  three tentative thesis statements (typed), and  

   a detailed, two-layer outline (plate topics, and mini-plate topics for each main plate).    
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     *  *  A note about midterm grades:    
 

If you do not receive a midterm grade, this means you are passing the class.  If you’d like to know your 

exact grade at this point (or at any point in the semester), I expect you to fill out the self-assessment 

sheet at the end of your syllabus.  This will tell you your exact grade at any point during the term.   

 

If you receive an “X” midterm grade, then this means you are in danger of not passing the class.  If you 

do receive an “X” mid-term grade, please talk with me after class, or in my office.  We will make a plan 

for helping you succeed.  (Be sure to do so as soon as possible; do not wait until the end of the semester, 

when it is too late to do anything about improving your grade.)   
 

 

 

 

Week 9   In-Class Writing: Learning Reflection 2 (graded) / How to write research essays.   
(Oct 16, 18)     For Thursday of this week, begin freewriting your essay.   

Are you experiencing writer’s block?  If so, remember to “throw the clay on the table” and 

let it be messy at first.  Aim for an organized grouping of ideas, but let go of your need for 

perfect sentences (at least at this point).  For help in overcoming writer’s block, re-read the 

following short sections from our class book: 

 W2a “Generating Ideas” (pgs.6-7) 

 W2c “Organizing and Drafting (pg. 8) 

 

  Also for Thurs. bring 3 printouts of your first two pages.  Focus on writing an effective  

         introduction, and then tackle just one “plate” of your “cafeteria tray.”  On that one plate,  

         remember to start & end with your ideas, and have either a quotation or paraphrase in that plate.    

 

         For Tuesday of week 10, complete an entire free-written draft of your Research Essay.   
 

 

Week 10   More writing strategies (process & product) for crafting effective analytical research essays.   

(Oct 23, 25)      Thurs of this wk: Bring 3 print-outs of a typed, completed, best-effort draft (& Works Cited list) 

         Arrive on time!    (Also, on this day, you will receive next week’s 1-on-1 schedule.)   

  Basics Test (1
st
 of 4 opportunities)   

 

 

* * Wondering what your grade is? Fill out your self-assessment guide at the end of this syllabus.* * 

 

 
Week 11 1-on-1 conferences in HCC 451 (my office) – schedule will be given to you on Thurs. of Wk. 10 
(Oct 30, Nov 1)         To this meeting, bring a printed, newly revised essay.  Revise based on two things: the peer groups and:  

 “Editing Paragraphs” (pg. 11)  

 “Brackets” and “Ellipses” (pg. 301)  

 Sample MLA Research Essay (to check your format/layout) (pgs. 133-135)    
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Week 12     For Tues. of this week, bring 1 print-out of a newly revised draft of your research essay. 
(Nov 6, 8)      Prior to Thursday (now that you are in the editing stage) re-read pg. 229.   

         On Thursday of this week, we’ll meet in the Smith Computer Center.  Bring the following: 

       The prior process stages, a document clip, and your digital versions (orig. & backup)  

           Final-draft packet of Research Essay is due Thursday of this week by 1:15 p.m.  
              Slide packet under office door: HCC 451.  Best version on top of your packet.  Remember a Works Cited list!   

 

 

Week 13     In-Class Writing: Learning Reflection 3 / Begin Rhetorical Analysis Essay     
(On Tuesday Nov 13, only evening classes meet - Career Day   

  On Thursday, Nov. 15, we are meeting.)          Also on Thurs of this week: Basics Test (2nd
 of 4 opportunities)  

 

 
Week 14 Due Tues of this wk: your collection of coherently grouped advertisements (see Assg. Desc.) 
(Nov 20 /             - In class writing on the essay.  Meet in normal room, and feel free to bring a laptop if you have one.  
    holiday)     Over the weekend, scan “Words Often Confused” L3 (267-271)  

 

 

* * Wondering what your grade is? Fill out your self-assessment guide at the end of this syllabus.* *   

 

 

Week 15  Due Tuesday: One printed copy of the first half of your Rhetorical Analysis  

(Nov 27, 29) Also on Tuesday: Basics Test (3
rd

 of 4 opportunities)   
  Due Thursday: Three print-outs of a completed, edited draft of the Rhetorical Analysis   
                                                                  Be sure to arrive on time.    

 

 

Week 16  Tues:   How to prepare for the in-class portion of the final exam.    
(Dec 4, 6)                   Final-draft packet of Rhet. Analysis is due Tues. of this wk, by the end of class. 

     Thurs:   Bring all of your prior learning reflections to this class, to begin take-home essay.   

       - This final learning reflection is part of your final exam (a final  

    reflection on your learning over the course of the semester)    

                Basics Test (4
th
 of 4 opportunities)     

 

 

Week 17 The final exam:  Thursday 12/13, 8:00 – 10:00 a.m.      
 

 

 

Other important dates for your planning calendar:     

 

Labor Day (no classes) . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  Monday, Sept 3   

Semester Break (no classes) . . . . . . . . . . Thurs-Fri, Oct. 11-12    

Last day to audit any class. . . . ………. September 14 

Last day to drop an individual class.…. October 15 

Career Day (only night classes meet). . . Tuesday 11/13  

Thanksgiving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wed-Fri, Nov. 21-23   

Final Exams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mon-Fri 12/10-14      
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Group "Mini-Teaching" Schedule  
 

There are three expectations for your group: 1) a teaching presentation, 2) a quiz, and 3) a correction to the quiz.  

So, if your group has a mix of extroverted and introverted people, delegate the tasks accordingly.   

As you prepare, keep in mind the following:   

 

1) Teach the concept from your assigned section of the class textbook: 

Create a computer presentation in order to illuminate the assigned concept by way of new examples.     

    - As you do so, do not repeat lists and examples that are already in book. Create new ones.         

    - Also, don’t give only good examples; give a few problem-examples, and ask the class to correct  

       those.  (Don’t solve the problems for the class; get the class talking about how to solve them.) 
 

  Please have digital examples prepared in advance, and in large font (so people in back row can see them).   
 

  Throughout your mini-lesson, ask the class questions to get them talking!    

 

2) Create a Quiz:  Have most of your examples be incorrect, but also “hide” a few correct ones too.   

 

3) Help your Classmates Correct the Quiz:  Do so by way of corrected examples on the screen.  

 

 

Thur. of Wk. 2:        Developing Ideas in Paragraphs (W3b // pgs. 16-22)       

   Student Teachers:    

  

Tues. of Wk. 3:        Focusing Ideas in Paragraphs (W3-W3a and W3c-W3d // pgs. 14-16; 22-25)  

   Student Teachers:    

 

 

Thur. of Wk. 4:     Recognizing and Repairing Fragment Sentences (S2 // pgs. 233-235)  

   Student Teachers:    

 

 

Tues. of Wk. 5:     Recognizing and Repairing Fused Sentences (S3 // pgs. 235-237)  

    Student Teachers:    

 

Tues. of Wk. 5:     The Apostrophe (P5 // pgs. 295 - 298) 

   Student Teachers:   

 

Thur. of Wk. 6:     Parallelism (S7, pgs. 256 - 258)      

    Student Teachers:    

 

 

Tues. of Wk. 7   Avoiding Plagiarism // Quoting Others  (R4g and R4b // pgs.91-92; 83-85) 

   Student Teachers:    

     

Thurs. of Wk. 7 Paraphrasing Others (R4c // pgs. 85-87)   

   Student Teachers:     
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Instructor:     Brad Barry, Ph.D.     
Office:      HCC 451        

Office Phone:     652-7819  
 

Office Hours:     Tuesday: 1:00 –2:15 p.m. and 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.    

   Thursday: 12:00 –2:15 p.m. and 5:00 – 5:30 p.m.    
    I’m also available by appointment.    

         Please feel free to contact me if the above options do not work for you.    

     

E-mail:   barry@dixie.edu   

   If you e-mail me, be sure to put the following 2 things in the subject line:  

your name - English 1010.  If you don’t, DSC’s junk-mail system may 

automatically delete your e-mail before I get a chance to see it.    

 

Class Location: HCC 477 (and occasionally in a computer classroom, likely the Smith Center)    
Course Prerequisite:   Proper placement scores or a passing grade in English 0990 or 0991   

Corequisites:  If you have not already taken (and passed) Library 1010, you need to sign up for  
             it and take it concurrently with this English course.   

Writing Center: HCC, 4
th
 floor (near elevators) 652-7743.  Hours: see campus web page.   

Library:  HCC, floors 2, 3 & 3m – check campus web page for hours and services    

 
What will you need for this course?   

- Bullock and Weinberg’s The Little Seagull Handbook  -  ISBN 9780393911510. 

- A Dixie College e-mail account. 

- At least $10 worth of prints in your DSC print account.  

 -    A college level dictionary and thesaurus (consider the paperback combo in bookstore).  

 -    2 flash memory sticks (a.k.a. USB thumb drives) — 1 for original, 1 for back-up.  
    It’s okay to use the same ones that you use for your other classes.   
  Be sure to put your name, phone & e-mail on them! (Print in small font, and tape it.) 

              If you are good at creating online back-ups, you only need 1 flash drive.   

- 4 document clips (i.e. “wing” clips).     
- A mini stapler (optional, but highly recommended - $2.00?).  

- A planning calendar (optional—but a great idea if you don’t already use one).      

 
Course Description:   
 This course will be part workshop, part discussion, and part lecture. This means that, several times 

throughout this term, you will be an active participant.  We will focus just as much on the process of writing as    

on the final product of each paper.  The main purpose of English 1010 is to help you gain a solid foundation in 

writing, by helping you improve your ability to meet written communication demands in college, on the job, 

and as a citizen. This course will also help you become a better, clearer thinker – in ways that will help you 

within college, and beyond.   
 

The course will also provide you with frequent occasions to read, discuss, write, and revise the different 

types of exposition, using several rhetorical strategies such as description, narration, process, cause/effect, 

comparison/contrast, classification, definition, and argumentation.  Classroom discussion, assigned readings, 

and papers will emphasize such writing principles as unity, coherence, development, organization, variety, and 

word economy.   
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General Minimum Writing Requirements:     
Students in this course will:   

 Write a minimum of 4 essays: 

o Two of which will be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words). 

o One of which will be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates a sufficient 

number of credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, 

book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or WorldCat).    

 Write at least one graded, in-class essay.    

 Write no more than one narrative essay.   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such 

as non-graded first drafts).   

 Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).   

 
             (For a list of more specific course objectives, see near the end of this document.)   

 
The Essays:  
 With the exception of brainstorming and minor homework assignments, please computer print all drafts 

of essays.  When handing in a typed draft, there is no need for a title page; however, please use the visual 

format as shown on pages 133 - 135 of your course textbook.  Exception:  If you are going into a field that will 

use APA, you are welcome to use APA formatting instead (see your course book for APA tips).  

 
 Be sure to save all pre-writing, early drafts and final drafts!  All final and revised drafts must be 

submitted with each previous draft that I’ve commented on.  When you submit an essay, be sure to clip 

together the following elements:    

      TOP    Best draft  

         First draft(s) with my comments 

         First draft(s) with peer comments from workshops 

         Any freewriting that you've done 

               BOTTOM      Any prewriting that you've done      

 

 Also, I encourage you to have at least one back up copy of every draft of every essay.  This is a good 

idea for two reasons:  

1) You may have computer problems and lose entire essays. 

2) You may misplace an essay or a USB flash drive.   

 

           Please trust me on this – back up every revision of every essay!   

 

 Once you decide on an essay topic and focus, I ask that you carry through with that topic.  Because I 

have had plagiarism problems with students, you may not change topics midway through a paper.  Therefore, 

choose each paper’s topic and approach very carefully.   

 

Please note:  On days where you are expected to write and revise in class, please come prepared.  What does 

this mean?  Bring your digital copies (your USB flash drives), both original and back-up.  On writing days, if 

you often tell me that you can't revise your essays because “the only copy is on my home computer,” then this 

may decrease your grade.   
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What about Revising Essays?  
 While extensive revision is mandatory for all of the major essays, be sure to revise your drafts to the best 

of your efforts before you share a draft in a peer-workshop group.  As you revise your work-in-progress, I 

encourage you to take advantage of my office hours, to call me with questions, to schedule appointments with 

me, and to use the college writing center for additional assistance.  

 

 Nonetheless, you may be able to revise one of the early essays once more after its original, formal 

evaluation.  In order to take advantage of this extra revision opportunity, you will need to fulfill the following 

requirements:   

 

1)   You must have written (and submitted) a first draft of that essay.  If you missed a first draft  

        of that essay, you may not take advantage of the extra revision opportunity. Why not? 

         The extra revision is not a makeup of missed work.  Instead, it is intended 

         to help those students who have sincerely (and consistently) done the assignments. 

 

2) You will need to have attended the peer-response workshop for the first draft of that paper.   

 

3) You will need to make an appointment with me so that we can sit down together, closely look at 

your essay, and discuss how to improve it.  If you skip this step, I will not accept your revision.   

  

 

Appropriate Classroom Behaviors 
 

 Forgive me, but the few “bad apples” in most every class require that I have the below list in my 

syllabus, and that I state the obvious:  While you are in class or in my office, behave in a courteous manner that 

is reflective of a scholar in college.  But what exactly does this mean?  Please avoid any behavior that distracts 

from students’ abilities to learn or my ability to teach.  In particular: 

 

 Chatting with the students sitting near you:  Whenever I or one of your fellow students is talking 

(or whenever your classmates are doing in-class writing), refrain from chatting with those sitting 

near you.  Even if you are chatting with your friend about a class topic or assignment, it is still 

distracting and therefore rude.  So, please stay tuned-in to the overall, group discussions.    

 

 Use of laptops, netbooks, i-pads, smartphones, etc:  If you would like to use one of these devices 

to take notes in class, I ask that you do the following.  

o Sit in one of the first two rows.  (I realize that it’s ridiculous and demeaning to give these 

requirements to courteous adults in college; however, the one or two discourteous 

students in most every class create a need for me to do this.)     

o Only have your device open and on when we are in note-taking mode; otherwise, have 

your device closed and off during class discussions, small-group activities, etc.    

o Close all internet browsers, and only use a word processing program with which to take 

notes.  Please do not surf the net, engage in online social communication, work on 

projects for other classes, etc.   

 

 If you are using an electronic version of our course text or reading assignment, please talk with 

me individually before that given class.  Also, I’m sorry, but the above seating requirement 

applies to you as well.  Again, I’ve had some very tricky students who’d rather surf the net than 

be a part of our learning community, and I can’t expend the energy it takes to discern who in the 

back row might be doing this.     
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 Use of cellphones:  Have them off.  

o If you have a personal or family emergency, wherein you might get a quick, short text 

that requires a short response, that’s okay; however, notify me of this prior to that given 

class.   

o If you have a job that requires you to always have your cell phone on in order to send 

texts during class, you will need to either find a different section of this class or negotiate 

different expectations from your employer.    

 

 Use of cameras and other types of recording devices:  Please do not film or photograph me, your 

classmates, or my lecture notes.  If you have a documented learning disability that requires you 

to use an audio recording device, please arrange this through the campus Learning Disability 

Center (more on this later).   

 

 Food and drink in class:  Unless a building code prevents it, you are welcome to bring food and 

drink to class; however, please refrain from crunchy foods and loud wrappers.  

 

In short, please remember that you are not simply an individual unto yourself and the friend sitting next to you.  

Instead, you are an individual within a community of learners.  Please always keep this in mind, and you’ll 

likely get along very well with your classmates and professors.    

 

Can you Submit Late Assignments?   
 All essays and drafts are due when noted in the syllabus.  Final drafts submitted up to two days late will 

be reduced by a full letter grade.  Each two-day period after that results in another letter reduction.  (If a 

legitimate emergency causes you to be late on a final draft of an essay, let me know about it as soon as 

possible.)  

 

Attendance and Timeliness:   
 Because attendance is crucial to learning the tools and knowledge that you will need to grow as a writer, 

attendance in all class sessions is mandatory.  In this class you will be working in groups, and the daily in-class 

work and discussions will be essential to the essays that you will write for this course.  Also, the writing 

assignments and sample essays will be given and discussed in class—and missing such days puts you at a 

distinct disadvantage before you even begin your task.   

 

 I realize that “life happens,” and you may occasionally miss 1 or 2 classes.  However, please know that 

you are still responsible for knowing the material that is covered in all class sessions (even if you miss due to a 

good reason.)  If you must be absent—due to a severe illness, work conflict, death in the family, etc.—please try 

to let me know before class if possible (preferably by phone: 652-7819).   

  

 If you are absent on the day a paper is due, have a friend or classmate turn it in for you.  Since you will 

have much time to complete every paper, illnesses need not interfere with getting them in on time.   

  
    A Note about Peer-Workshop Days:  I will ask you to leave class (and you will be considered 

               absent) if you come to peer workshop days unprepared.  Being prepared means 3 things:  

 

1) Come to peer response days on time. 

2) Come with a genuine effort (not a perfect effort).   

        Hurried, half-baked drafts will not be helpful to you or your peers.   

3) Bring 3 print-outs (for you and your peer-group members).   
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 In other words, your active participation in this class is essential!  In a workshop class, your classmates 

need you here and you need to be here.  There is no easy way to duplicate class instructions, discussions and 

workshops.  Missing class can result in problems that show up in your writing.  And believe it or not, we will 

occasionally have fun in here and I’d hate for you to miss out!   

 

Am I a Tough Grader?    
 This is a good and honest question.  Because this is a college-level course, this class will likely be very 

challenging.  I don’t say this to scare you.  Nonetheless, know that the bar has been raised from what you have 

likely experienced in your prior English courses.  Embrace this challenge, and pull the most you can from your 

college experience.   

 

 At the end of their first semesters, many new college students are surprised to learn that they have low 

grades in classes where they attended all of the classes and did all of the work.  In college, though, attending 

class and doing the work does not automatically result in good grades; you must also learn and master 

the material.  Therefore, strive to A) understand and appreciate the concepts I will teach you, and B) apply 

those concepts to your writing.  This will help you earn a good grade in this course.     

 

 Another tip for success:  Make it your first priority to grow and learn as a writer and thinker, not to 

impress me or prove to me how smart you are.  The former is about education; the latter is about jumping 

through hoops.   

 

 Now, you might be thinking, He still hasn’t said whether or not he’s a tough grader!  Well, let me try to 

answer that: Papers that fulfill the criteria for an assignment in a competent manner can expect a grade in the C 

to B- range.  Papers that fulfill the criteria competently, with some of the criteria fulfilled in an above average 

manner will receive a grade in the B to B+ range.  Papers that fulfill the criteria in an outstanding or unusual 

manner will receive a grade in the A range.   

 

A Minimum Requirement for Passing this Class: 
 

To pass this course with a grade of C or higher, you must also pass the Basics Test.  I will not 

assign point values to your performance on this test; it is either pass or fail.  It is an easy test for a 

college freshmen-level test.  It is a test that helps me ensure that you have a handle on the basics 

(things that really should have been learned in high school).   

 

You will have many opportunities to take this test throughout the semester.  If you struggle to pass 

it, you will have opportunities to talk with me about why, and how you can improve.   

 

Note: Even if you earn an A on every essay, but can’t pass the Basics Test by the end of the 

semester, then you will not get a grade of C or higher.  Why?  Some students are so good at getting 

so much tutoring outside of class, that by the end of the semester (even though they earn strong 

grades), they really don’t know how to write on their own.  Also, for most of you, this will be one of 

the last writing-intensive courses you will ever take.  This Basics Test helps equip every one of you 

with the basics that you will need to succeed at writing in your future college courses.   

 

 Please keep in mind that I do not expect you to come to this class a strong writer.  We all learn to 

write, and our writing improves over time and with much effort.  Good writing is a skill which, in spite of 

tremendous effort and improvement, takes some of us longer than others to achieve.  Thus, I have implemented 

many opportunities for revision so that you will not be penalized for needing to grow and improve.   
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 If by the end of the semester, your writing is not strong enough to allow you to pass this course, please 

know that you may be able to retake the course and have your subsequent grade replace a previous low grade.  

(See the Registration and Records office for more details.)    

 

 If at any point in the semester, you are concerned about how you are doing, please feel free to 

come and talk with me.   

 Please also fill out the self-appraisal sheet once a week.                             

     This will help you know where your grade is at all times.   

 

 

Plagiarism – Serious Stuff that Can Get You in Serious Trouble   
 

Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the permanent 

marking of your college file.   

 
What is plagiarism?  It is either:  

 
1) Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you 

use that person’s ideas).    

            It is good to use this method for paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your own words] (172).   

 

   OR, plagiarism is also:  

 

2) Using someone else’s words without quoting them.   

            Use this method for direct quotations:     Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167).  

 

 

If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always better if you bring it to 

my attention while you are drafting your essay (rather than my discovering something suspicious on my 

own, in your final draft).  Feel free to stop by my office for help in avoiding plagiarism.    

 

“Why doesn’t the professor put his lecture notes on Blackboard?” 
 

I do not put my lecture notes on Blackboard for four reasons:  

1) When I teach concepts, half of their value rests in the question-and-answer sessions that arise during 

in-class discussions about those concepts – and such discussion-based learning can’t be 

adequately duplicated by way of Blackboard.   

2) The best of learning experiences cannot be reduced to bulleted lists in PowerPoint slides.   

3) Because the final exam is, in part, based upon class discussions about lecture notes, I feel it would be 

dishonoring to the students who faithfully attend class.   

4) Some students would falsely assume they can miss class because they can get the notes off 

Blackboard. This can then cause them to try turning the class into an online section, wherein they 

want to have all interactions with me by way of e-mail. These false assumptions can then 

snowball into a host of other problems – one of which is students expecting me to summarize 

and repeat class discussion to them on an individual basis. I simply do not have time to do this.   
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A note on the teacher sharing/quoting your writing:   
 Occasionally I will use student papers as teaching models (without names).  If for any reason you do not 

want me to anonymously quote or distribute your writing for educational purposes, please write me a quick 

note.  You may also notify me by e-mail.  (Be sure to keep a copy of the note for your records.)  If you decide to 

send me such a note, I will honor and respect that decision; your grade will not be affected.     

 
Use of Your D-Mail E-mail Account:   
 Occasionally, your instructors will e-mail you (and/or your entire class) about important assignment 

and/or class information, and they will use your official DSC e-mail account to do so.  So, be sure to check it 

often.  (If you want your default e-mail to be other than your DSC account, there may be a way to do this.)  
 

If You Stop Attending Class:    
 If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before the drop deadline.  This 

deadline date can be found at the below web link.      

 

    ~   ~   ~ 
 

Interested in getting help from the College Writing Center, or from the OWL (Online Writing Lab)?     

Or, maybe you are wondering when the drop-date is for a class?  Or, perhaps you think you might have a 

disability or impairment that will hinder your ability to learn?  For more information on any of these 

issues, go to the following DSC web site:  DSC Home  Class Schedules  (click on this semester)  

 

At this site, you will receive helpful and important information that you are required to know about.   

The first set of information is a list of helpful campus resources:    
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The second set of information consists of key policy information that, as a student, you must know about: 

 

 
 

    ~   ~   ~  

 

Some Final Tips:  
 If you feel a bit overwhelmed by all of this, don’t worry too much about it—most of your peers probably 

do as well.  Please remember that it is my job to help you do well in this course.  Try to think of me as a guide 

who will aide you.    

 

 If at any time you have any questions or worries about the above requirements, please feel free to talk 

with me.  Again, my job is to do everything I can to help you succeed in English 1010!  (I know this document 

sounds harsh, but I'm really a nice guy.)   

 

 I'll end with one last tip for succeeding in my class, as well as in college.  Remember to communicate 

with your instructors.  We don't bite!  When you miss a class or an assignment, communicate with us so we can 

help you get back on track.    

 

I wish you the best in your endeavors!    
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A More Detailed Course Description – English 1010, Intro to Writing:  
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Self-Appraisal Sheet       Name: ____________________________ 

Note:   
To determine your grade at any point in the semester, divide the number of points earned 

 by the number of points possible (up to that moment in the semester).    
 

(Example:  81 divided by 100 = .81 = 81% = B-) 
 

To keep track of your grade, fill this out every few weeks.
 

 

Assignment:            Points Possible:     Points Earned: 
 

Diagnostic Essay/Departmental Pre-Test  15  _____      

 

Did you do attend peer workshops        

with stages A & B?      _____   

Final Draft of Narrative Essay    80  _____ 

 

Annotated Bibliography     50  _____  

Did you do a 1
st
 draft of the research paper?   _____ 

Final of Research Paper   100  _____  

 

Mini-Teaching Session     15  _____   

 

Final Draft of Rhetorical Analysis    80  _____   

 

Final Exam (In-Class Test)     48   _____   

Final Exam (In-Class Essay)    20   _____   
 

Did you pass the Basics Test?    _____       
 

Optional:  Extra revision of  

previously graded paper (add points increased)   _____     

Did you attend class each day (and on-time)?  _____    

Were you courteous to classmates and prof.?    _____      

 

       Your Semester Total (out of 408 possible points):  _____ 
 

 

    

Scale:   80-82 = B-      83 – 86 = B        87-89 = B+ 
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English 1010     Dr. Brad Barry   

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

What two things did your prior English teachers do to best help you learn? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Think about your unique and specific writing struggles.   

- What can I best do to help you overcome those struggles?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have read this document “Syllabus and Course Requirements” and I understand it, 

especially the definition of plagiarism on page 11:  

 

 

Name: ___________________________________________  

 

 

Signature: ________________________________________  Date:   ____________ 

 

 


