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Advanced Writing—English 3030 (sec. 42244, 3 credits)                     Dr. Brad Barry – Fall 2013 
 

Syllabus and Course Requirements 
 

 

Week         Assignment Description    

 

 

Wk 1  Course preview / Pre-Survey / Zinsser’s “Non-Fiction as Literature” (pg. 95)     
Aug. 20/22   Begin Essay 1 - the Memoir      
   

  For Thur. of this week:  - Read the memoir selections listed in the assignment description 
                - Read Zinsser’s “Unity” (pg. 49)      
 
   For Tues. of next week:  - Read the memoir selections listed in the assignment description 

                 - Read Zinsser’s “Clutter” (pg. 12)     

 
 
 
Wk 2  See above, as well as the assignment description for our first essay 
Aug 27/29 Discussion of the techniques in sample essays (and plans for how to implement those techniques)  
   Prewriting and freewriting for Essay 1    
   
  For Thurs. of this week: Bring 3 print-outs of a completed, best-effort draft of Essay 1. Please be on time!                                                
   
  For Tues. of next week:  - see below  
 

 

 

Wk 3   For Tues. of this week: 
Sept. 3/5     A) Read Zinsser’s “Simplicity” (pg. 6) and “The Audience” (pg. 24)   
      B) Based on peer-workshop feedback, revise Essay 1 - due Tuesday of this week by 4:45 p.m.    
       Submit your whole process packet (clipped) to my office (HCC 451).     
    

  For Thurs. of this wk: Read the Lutz essay & analyze the rhetorical choices in the modern speeches 

     be sure to note—on the speeches themselves—the appeals & fallacies that you see   
 

  This week, we will begin Essay 2 – the Rhetorical Analysis:        

 post-essay reflection 

 discussion of rhetorical appeals and logical fallacies 

 discussion of Zinsser’s “Simplicity” (pg. 6) and “The Audience” (pg. 24)   

 discussion of Lutz essay    

 discussion of the modern speeches, then begin in-class analysis of Lincoln  

 if time, begin freewriting your thesis and/or intro 
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Wk 4   Tues. of this week:  - Arrive to this class having finished analyzing the Lincoln speech.      
Sept. 10/12           - More discussion of how to write a rhetorical analysis.     
        - More in-class work on intros and thesis statements.   
 

  Thurs. of this week:   Bring 1 print-out of freewritten draft of Essay 2 (set a time limit of 2 hours on this) 

           As you freewrite, remember:  

 the nature of freewriting, as well as its one rule (recall class discussion)   

 the organization tips for a rhetorical analysis  

 the key ingredients of an intro (see your notes)  

 synthesizing sources in academic essays   

 good (and not-so-good) ways of organizing academic essays   

      
  For Tues. of next week, revise and polish your freewritten draft.  Bring 3 print-outs.     

 
Wk 5  Tues: Bring 3 print-outs of a completed, best-effort draft of Essay 2 
Sept. 17/19  For Thursday of this week, revise and polish your rhetorical analysis.   
 

  Thurs: On this day, we will meet in a computer class (location to be announced) – bring digital versions!   
   Essay 2 is due Thurs. of this week by 4:45 p.m.   
        submit final-draft packet to my office (HCC 451)    

 
For Tues. of Week 6: read 2 sections from Zinsser: Chapter 4 (“Style”) and 207-213 only (“Humor”)        

 
Wk 6  Post-essay reflection    
Sept. 24/26   Begin Essay 3 – the Literary Satire (Social Critique)   
  Tues. of this week:  In-class reading of first set of satire essays 
          
  - For Thursday of this week:  
   1) read the remaining essays listed in the assignment description for Essay 3       
   2) bring a list of 4-6 things in culture/society that you’d like to critique by way of satire 
    (Stumped?  See the assignment description for advice on topic selection.)  
 
  For Tuesday of week 7:  See week 7.    
 

Wk 7  To this Tuesday’s class, bring detailed, typed, pre-writing for your essay(s):  
Oct. 1/3      - the voice (i.e. persona) that you will use for each satire 
      - your target audience 
      - the surface-layer issue (i.e. apparent purpose) for each satire 
      - the underlying critique (i.e. your real rhet. purpose) for each  
 
  For Thurs. of this week, complete a free-written, typed draft of your satires.  Bring one print-out.   
 

Wk 8   For Tues. of this wk, bring 3 print-outs of newly revised (& polished) best-effort drafts of your satires 
Oct. 8/hol Thursday of this week is a holiday.  However, read below:   
 
  For Tuesday after the holiday (for Tuesday of Week 9):  

1) Read Zinsser’s chapter “Business Writing”   
2) Revise and edit your satire essays.  
           -  Final-draft packets are due Tuesday of Week 9 by 4:45 p.m. (in HCC 451)    

 

      *  *  Want to know your midterm grade?  Fill out your self-assessment guide (end of this packet).   
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Wk 9       Final-draft packets of your satire essays are due Tuesday of this week by 4:45 p.m. (in HCC 451) 
Oct. 15/17      On Tuesday:   
   - Discuss Zinsser’s chapter “Business Writing” 
                 - Looking ahead to after graduation: How workplace writing differs from academic writing. 
 
  For Thursday of this week: read the Milgram and Walton essays  

                               see last item on “Self-Appraisal Sheet,” pg 13 of this document  
  On Thurs.:   
     - Post-essay reflection   
     - Looking ahead to your Senior Capstone project:  
            Topic selection 
            Research strategies  
            Intro of Essay 4 – Analytical Source-Synthesis Writing (In Prep for Senior Capstone)   
      - In-class discussion of Milgram and Walton essays   
 
  For Tues. of next week: read (and write your responses to) the Rosenhan, Zimbardo and Lessing essays 

 

Wk 10  On Tuesday of this week:  Discuss the Rosenhan, Zimbardo and Lessing essays // essay topic-options 
Oct. 22/24       
  For Thursday of this week:  pick a topic from the list of topic options 
          type 3 possible thesis statements for that topic   
  
  On Thursday of this week:   
   - Q & A regarding topic options 
   - Traits of Effective Analytical Source-Synthesis Essays: 

 focus 

 elements of effective thesis statements 

 pre-writing (and how it’s different from free-writing)  

 elements of effective introductions 

 elements of effective (and ineffective) organizational approaches 

 the two facets of MLA: form and function (i.e. how to weave sources)    
   - In-class work on the planning and pre-writing stages of Essay 4 
 

 For Tuesday of next week (Week 11):    
  -   Using your best thesis statement, create a three-layered outline.  Remember org. tip from class. 
    -   Based on your pre-written outline, freewrite a draft of your essay.     

 
Wk 11  On Tuesday:   More elements of effective analytical research writing (in prep for Capstone course) 
Oct. 29/31           Also, bring to this class essay packets 1, 2, and 3.  Do not revise one just yet; simply bring  
           the entire process packets (with final drafts that have my comments, as well as grade sheets).     
 
  For Thurs. of this week: Transform your freewritten draft into an edited first draft. Bring 3 print-outs.   
  
  On Thurs. of this week:  Peer Workshops with edited first drafts (bring 3 print-outs and arrive on-time) 
 
      Next week (all of Week 12) are 1-on-1 meetings with professor (in HCC 451).   
   To your meeting, bring: 
    A) your class notebook   
    B) a printed & revised essay with a Works Cited list.  Note: bring an essay that has  
         been revised since the peer-workshop. Pretend the final draft is due at this meeting.     
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Wk 12    Tuesday and Thursday of this week:   
Nov. 5/7    1-on-1 meetings with professor (in HCC 451).   
         To your meeting, bring: 
    A) your class notebook   
    B) a printed & revised essay with a Works Cited list.  Note: bring an essay that has  
         been revised since the peer-workshop. Pretend the final draft is due at this meeting.     

Wk 13   
 Tuesday Nov 12: only evening classes meet - Career Day   

 

 Thurs. Nov. 14:   Last-minute tips regarding Capstone Preparation Essay  

            Final-draft packet of Essay 4 is due this Thursday (by 4:45 p.m.) in HCC 451 
 
   For Tuesday of next week (Week 14), arrive having read two things: 
   Larry Beason’s “Ethos and Error”:    

o access it via the library’s J-Stor database 
o focus on pages 33-35; 37; and 47-58  

   Zinsser’s “Writing about People: The Interview” (pg. 100) Tip: Read & understand his 15 tips!    
      Begin thinking about which two people you might interview (primary, and back-up)   

 

Wk 14    On Tuesday of this week:  post-essay reflection / discussion of Beason & Zinnser readings (see above)    
Nov. 19/21         begin Essay 5 – Literary Journalism (A.K.A. The Profile,. The Feature)  
        Commit to topic-choices (and back-up plans) 
  For Thursday of this week:  
       Read Zinsser’s “The Lead & The Ending” (Chapter 9)  Again, number his tips, as you will  
    be expected to apply them in your essay.   
       Solidify appointment with your interview subject.  (Be sure to read the above prior to 
    conducting your interview!  Trust me, as it will make a significant difference!)     
 
  On Thurs. of this week: Discuss Zinsser, and examine more sample essays. 
 

  For Tuesday of next week (Wk 15):  Begin your prewriting (and, if able, your freewriting).  Also.... 
 
  Note:  If you are revising Essay 1, 2, or 3 for a higher grade (and we have already met to talk about the  
        grading sheet for that essay), then that revision is due Tues of next week by 4:45 p.m. 

 
Wk 15  Tuesday of this week:  More sample essays. Key craft-strategy tips for Essay 5. Last-minute help with extra  
          revision (if you chose to take advantage of that option).  Extra revision due today.     
Nov. 26/Holiday  

  Thursday of this week:  Holiday, yet see below…. 
 
  For Tuesday of Week 16:  Bring 3 print-outs of a completed and edited first draft of Essay 5. 
 

Wk 16   On Tuesday of this week:  Peer workshops with Essay 5.  Bring 3 print-outs and please be on time.  
Dec. 3/5 

 For Thurs. of this week:  Finalize your Essay 5, which is due this Thursday by 4:45 p.m (in HCC 451) 
 
 On Thursday of this week (our last class prior to the final-exam class): 

 Publication options for all of your essays 

 Publication processes when trying to find homes for any non-fiction submission    

 Ingredients of effective cover letters (to accompany submissions to editors)  

 How to prepare for the final exam (and what to bring)   
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Wk 17  Final exam: Thur. Dec. 12: 2:00-4:00 p.m.    

 end-of-term sharing of favorite segment(s) of essays  

 collection of send-off verification (for possible publication) 

 the final exam   

 

 

Other important dates for your planning calendar:   

 

Labor Day (no classes) . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  Monday, Sept 2   

Semester Break (no classes) . . . . . . . . . . Thurs-Fri, Oct. 10-11    

Last day to audit any class. . . . ……….. September 13 

Last day to drop an individual class.…... October 14 

Career Day (only night classes meet)….. Tuesday, Nov 12  

Thanksgiving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wed-Fri, Nov. 27-29   

Final Exams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mon-Fri, Dec 9-13         
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              Instructor:     Dr. Brad Barry    
Office:      HCC 451     

Office Phone:     652-7819   

Office Hours:     Tuesdays & Thursdays: 12:30 - 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.  

    Wednesdays: 1:30 - 3:30 p.m.    

   I’m also available by appointment.     

         Please feel free to contact me if the above options do not work for you.    

 

E-mail:   barry@dixie.edu   

   If you e-mail me, be sure to put the following 2 things in the subject line:  

your name - English 3030.  If you don’t, my computer’s junk-mail rules may 

automatically delete your e-mail before I get a chance to see it.   

 

Class Location: HCC 471 (and occasionally in a computer classroom)   

Course Prerequisite:   Passing grades in English 1010 and 2010    

Library:  HCC, floors 2, 3 & 3m – check campus web page for hours and services    

 
What will you need for this course?    

 William Zinsser’s On Writing Well (30th Anniversary Edition) - ISBN: 0-06-089154-8 

 A Dixie College e-mail account    

 An official Dixie College computer username and password (so that you can use the computers on campus) 

 2 flash drives (feel free to use ones you already own)  
o Consider labeling them “Original” and “Back Up” -- and put your name, phone & e-mail on them!  
o If you are good at using e-mail to back-up your drafts, then you only need one flash drive.   

 5 "wing" document clips   

 a mini stapler (optional, but highly recommended)   

 
What will this course be like?   
 

 Note: This course is not English 3010 (Writing in the Professions) for business and computer majors.    

If you are an Integrated Studies major with an emphasis in business, you may want to        

take English 3010 rather than this course.  Check with your advisor.   

 

 As mentioned in the course catalog, English 3030 is required of all English majors (and others who wish to 

improve their non-fiction writing skills).  This course will expand and deepen your skills in writing, critical reading, 

and critical thinking – all within a variety of rhetorical contexts.  You will get to learn from rhetorical theory and 

through practical application, and you will also learn to effectively recognize and model diverse writing styles by 

analyzing various audiences, writing purposes, and documents.  This course will also help you develop and refine 

your voice and style – and with that, an ability to thrive as an English major who can write captivating essays for 

academic and non-academic contexts (and also for possible publication).   
 

 To help achieve these goals, you will get to write several persuasive, expository essays.  However, please 

keep in mind that I assume your two prior composition courses have given you extensive training and practice in 

analytical, source-synthesis, research writing.  So, in addition to having you write persuasive, expository essays, this 

course will also give you exposure to modes and styles of writing that you may not have had the chance to explore 

in your general education composition courses.  A few of these forms are: rhetorical analysis, literary non-fiction, 

analytical critique, literary satire, professional (business) writing, and literary journalism.   
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What, more specifically, are the objectives and outcomes of this course?      
 

The following is from the English Department Website: 

 
English 3030 – Advanced Writing  
Course Description  

Required of all English majors, and recommended for other students who wish to expand and deepen their skills in 

critical reading, critical thinking and integrated analysis within a variety of rhetorical contexts. Students will be asked 

to write several persuasive, argumentative, and expository essays. Based on rhetorical theory and through practical 

application, students will be able to effectively recognize and model diverse writing styles by analyzing various 

audiences, writing purposes, and documents. Prerequisite: ENGL 2010 (Grade C or higher). FA, SP, SU  
Course Goals:  

     Goals to be reached in this course:  

• A knowledge of the contexts, audiences, and purposes that influence diverse expository writing styles – expository 

styles that are not typically studied in freshmen and sophomore composition courses.  

• A knowledge of how to vary written voice in order to adapt to various expository rhetorical contexts.  
Student Learning Outcomes:  

     By the end of English 3030, students will have demonstrated their ability to  

• Write in an assortment of genres, including several of the following: analytic essays, rhetorical analyses, proposals, 

research papers, reports, argumentation, memoir, profile essays, travel articles, literary satire, literary journalism, 

scientific writing, technical writing and nature writing.  

• Read a variety of texts, including scholarly works on rhetorical theory and the composing process, as well as texts 

that model the various genres in which they will compose.  

• Understand their writing processes and how these processes can be improved.  

• Understand the impact of audience and purpose within a variety of rhetorical contexts, including at least one 

assignment that is written for—and sent to—a specific audience or publication.  

• Complete at least one assignment in the mode of an extended business or science document, synthesizing 

secondary research.  

• Complete at least one assignment synthesizing primary research.  
Methods of Assessment:  

Formative Assessment Methods  
 Preparation Checks: Students will show their completion of the stages of the writing process, as well as their 

understanding of course readings.  
 In-Class Workshops: Students will share their writing to other class members (and the teacher) during in-

class workshops (designed to help them improve their drafts-in-progress).  
Summative Assessment Methods  

     Essays: Students in this course will:  

Write at least five substantial documents, in at least three distinct styles of non-fiction writing:  

o Rhetorical analysis, in which students draw upon classical and contemporary rhetorical theory to 

critique a significant form of modern discourse.  

o Professional, workplace writing, in which students utilize direct, active writing that is free of 

inappropriate jargon and the bureaucratic passive voice.  

o Creative non-fiction, in which students experiment with at least one form of the creative essay: 

memoir, literary satire, literary journalism, biography, magazine writing, travel writing, nature writing, 

or science writing for lay readers.  

 Write a cumulative total of at least 20 pages over the course of the semester.  

 Write at least one document that synthesizes secondary, written sources.  

 Write at least one document that synthesizes primary research.  

 Exhibit (in at least one essay) a distinct academic voice (suited toward publication in an academic 

publication).  

 Exhibit (in at least one essay) a distinct non-academic voice (suited toward publication in a non-academic 

publication)  
Value-Added Assessment Method  

Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which their 
learning has increased during the semester. This will be a narrative-based, analytical writing test. 
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Our Writing Workshops (and Your Revision of Essays):   
 

 While extensive revision is mandatory for all of the essays, the goal is for you to write and revise them 

before you submit workshop drafts to the whole class (and before you submit final drafts to me).  As you revise 

your essays-in-progress, I encourage you to take advantage of my office hours (or schedule an appointment if those 

hours don’t work for you) and to call me with questions.  I’m happy to help at any stage of the writing process!    
 

 In addition, you may revise one of the first three essays once more after its original grade.  In order to take 

advantage of this extra revision opportunity, you must fulfill the following requirements:   
   

            1)  Make an appointment with me so we can discuss why your essay needs revising.  

 

  2) You must have written (and submitted) 3 print-outs of a first draft of the essay for its class  

workshop.  In other words, the extra revision is not a makeup of missed work.  Instead, it is 

intended to help those students who have sincerely (and consistently) wrestled with trying to 

improve their writing.      

 

What will you turn in with each writing assignment?     
 

 Please computer print all drafts which you share with the class, and which you hand in to me.  Also, when 

you hand in final drafts, I like to be able to see how the process unfolded during the course of writing the essay.  So, 

to that end, be sure to save all pre-writing, early drafts and final drafts.  All final and revised drafts must be 

submitted with each previous draft on which your classmates and I have commented.  When you submit an essay, 

please clip together the following elements:   
 

    TOP    Best draft 

        First draft(s) with my comments 

        First draft(s) with peer comments from workshops 

        Any freewriting you've done 

                  BOTTOM     Any prewriting you've done (and/or topic sheet) 

 

 I also encourage you to have at least one back up copy of every draft of every assignment.  This is a good 

idea for two reasons: 1) you may have computer problems and lose entire assignments, and 2) you may misplace an 

assignment or USB drive.  I have seen many students come to tears over both reasons!     

 

Appropriate Classroom Behaviors 
 

 Forgive me, but the few “bad apples” in most every class require that have the below list in my syllabus, and 

that I state the obvious:  While you are in class or in my office, behave in a courteous manner that is reflective of a 

scholar in college.  But what exactly does this mean?  Please avoid any behavior that distracts from students’ 

abilities to learn or my ability to teach.  In particular:   

 

 Chatting with the students sitting near you:  Whenever I or one of your fellow students is talking (or 

whenever your classmates are doing in-class writing), refrain from chatting with those sitting near 

you.  Even if you are chatting with your friend about a class topic or assignment, it is still 

distracting and therefore rude.  So, please stay tuned-in to the overall, group discussions.    
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 Use of laptops, netbooks, i-pads, smartphones, etc:  If you would like to use one of these devices to 

take notes in class, I ask that you do the following.  

o Sit in one of the first two rows.  (I realize that it’s ridiculous and demeaning to give these 

requirements to courteous adults in college; however, the one or two discourteous students 

in most every class create a need for me to do this.)    

o Only have your device open and on when we are in note-taking mode; otherwise, have your 

device closed and off during class discussions, small-group activities, etc.    

o Close all internet browsers, and only use a word processing program with which to take 

notes.  Please do not surf the net, engage in online social communication, work on projects 

for other classes, etc.   
 

 If you are using an electronic version of our course text or reading assignment, please talk with me 

me individually before that given class.  Also, I’m sorry, but the above seating requirement applies to 

you as well.  Again, I’ve had some very tricky students who’d rather surf the net than be a part of 

our learning community, and I can’t expend the energy it takes to discern who in the back row might 

be doing this.   
 

 Use of cellphones:  Have them off.  

o If you have a personal or family emergency, wherein you might get a text that requires a 

short response, that’s okay; however, please notify me of this prior to that given class.   

o If you have a job that requires you to always have your cell phone on in order to send texts 

during class, you will need to either find a different section of this class or negotiate different 

expectations from your employer.    
 

 Use of cameras and other types of recording devices:  Please do not film or photograph me, your 

classmates, or my lecture notes.  If you have a documented learning disability that requires you to 

use an audio recording device, please arrange this through the campus Learning Disability Center 

(more on this later).   
 

 Food and drink in class:  Unless a building code prevents it, you are welcome to bring food and drink 

to class; however, please refrain from crunchy foods and loud wrappers.  
 

 Be courteous: This does not mean “Be compliant, and never disagree.”  This does not mean that we 

never voice our disagreements.  We can and should voice our disagreements, but in ways that are 

respectful of those around us.  As the university policy states: “Dixie State University is committed 

to providing an environment free from harassment and other forms of discrimination based upon 

race, color, religion, gender, national or ethnic origin, age, pregnancy, disability, or veteran status.  

Such harassment or discrimination undermines [others’] sense of human dignity and belonging...”   

 

In short, please remember that you are not simply an individual unto yourself and the friend sitting next to you.  

Instead, you are an individual within a community of learners.  Please always keep this in mind in all of your classes, 

and you’ll likely get along very well with your classmates and professors.    
 

Late work?   
 

 All drafts and final versions are due on their announced due dates (see initial pages of this document).    

Final drafts submitted up to two days late will be reduced a full letter grade.  Each two-day period after that results 

in another letter reduction.   
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 If for some reason a legitimate, life-altering emergency arises, please let me know as soon as you possibly 

can.  In other words, if you break your leg, have a baby, solve world hunger, etc—then talk with me.  We’ll work 

out a solution.  However, other than such severe, life-changing emergencies, if you are sick on the day a paper is 

due, be sure to have a friend or classmate turn it in for you.  Since you will have much time to complete the essays, 

illnesses need not interfere with getting them in on time.     

 

What about the readings?  How do they factor into your grade?    
 

In this course, it will really help to be an active reader.  What does this mean?     
 

 Be willing to write on the readings.  Write your thoughts, questions, and objections in the margins of what you 

read.  In your mind, have conversations with the authors about what they say, and how they say it.     This often 

makes the difference between getting a lot out of this course and not getting much (and sometimes between 

getting the grade you want and not getting the grade you want).     
 

 Because most of the out-of-class readings consist of short essays, I will expect more from you in terms of really 

wrestling with what these writers say.  So, in addition to reading actively (as explained above) please always 

arrive to class able to point out a few places in each article that jumped out at you, and why those passages 

jumped out at you.  Please also feel free to point out passages with which you disagree (or in which you disliked 

a stylistic choice in terms of how the essay was written).   
 

 Finally, because this a junior-level course, I’ll trust that you are self-motivated, interested students, and that 

you’ll choose to carefully and consistently read the assignments.  However, if by some chance you are a student 

who wants to write brilliant essays, but never read any of the sample essays or advice from the course text, 

please know that such an approach can reduce your grade in the course.  In other words, be willing to be a 

strong writer and a strong reader.     
 

In summary, to do well in this class, attend, do the assignments, and choose to be a part of our learning 

community—and please do so because you love to learn (not because you fear losing points).   

 

Attendance and timeliness:  
 

 It probably goes without saying, but I’ll say it just for the record: attend all class sessions, arrive on time, 

and stay for the entire meeting time.  Student who do so tend to get the higher grades in the class, because they are 

getting key information helps them succeed on assignments.  Keep in mind, though, this is all the more important on 

workshop days.  As tempting as it might be to use the first twenty minutes of class to finish and print your draft, 

such an approach says the following to your classmates: “I won’t help you with your draft, but I’ll eventually show 

up so that I can get help from you.”  Not good. Not courteous. Please don’t do this.       

 

 Also, I understand that life is sometimes complex and difficult.  People get sick.  Cars break down.  

Certainly, I realize you may need to miss a class.  Nonetheless, please keep in mind that, when you do miss class, 

you will likely miss discussions, activities, sample essays, and directions that will help you do well on the essays.  So 

if you choose not to be in class on a given day, it would be wise to communicate with me so that I can help you stay 

on track.  Though I won’t be able to re-teach class for you in my office, I can quickly review some key highlights, 

and give you any important handouts that you might have missed.    

 

 Finally, to get full credit for one of the most important elements of the course—workshop days—please:  

  1) Attend, 2) come with a genuine effort (not a rough draft), and 3) bring three print-outs of your essay.     
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“Why doesn’t the professor put his lecture notes online?” 
 

I do not put my lecture notes online for four reasons:  

1) When I teach concepts, half of their value rests in the question-and-answer sessions that arise during      

in-class discussions about those concepts – and such discussion-based learning can’t be       

adequately duplicated by way of Blackboard.    

2) The best of learning experiences cannot be reduced to bulleted lists in PowerPoint slides.   

3) Because the final exam is, in part, based upon class discussions about lecture notes, I feel it would be 

dishonoring to the students who attend class.   

4) Some students would falsely assume they can miss class because they can get the notes off Blackboard.  

This can then cause them to try turning the class into an online section, wherein they want to have all 

interactions with me by way of e-mail.  These false assumptions can then snowball into a host of 

other problems – one of which is students expecting me to summarize and repeat class discussion to 

them on an individual basis.  I simply do not have time to do this.   

 

Plagiarism – serious stuff that can get you in serious trouble:   
  

 Okay, all of you are upper-division English majors.  That means you like to write, and you’re probably 

confident of your writing abilities.  It also means that you are probably very proud of your own unique writing 

abilities.  Hence, the thought of plagiarizing likely sends your blood boiling or makes you laugh at the absurdity of 

the idea.  (You probably also know that you can already write essays three times better than most of the writing that 

can be stolen.)   In light of this, I feel a bit silly including a section on plagiarism in an English 3030 syllabus.  

However, I need to.  So, here it is:  Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing any college course, 

and it can also result in the permanent marking of your college file.  Specifically, it is either: 

 

1) Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you use 

that person’s ideas).   

            It is good to use this method for paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your own words] (172).   

 

   OR, plagiarism is also:  

 

2) Using someone else’s words without quoting them.   

  Use this method for direct quotations:     Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167).  

 

If you ever feel like you might be unintentionally plagiarizing, please bring it to my attention during a pre-final 

draft—and I’ll be glad to help you out of any murky water.    

 
~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 

 

Interested in getting help from the College Writing Center, or from the OWL (Online Writing Lab)?     

Or, maybe you are wondering when the drop-date is for a class?  Or, perhaps you think you might have a 

disability or impairment that will hinder your ability to learn?  For more information on any of these issues, go 

to the following DSC web site:  DSC Home  Class Schedules  (click on this semester)  

 

At this site, you will receive helpful and important information that you are required to know about.   
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The first set of information is a list of helpful campus resources:    

 

 
   

The second set of information consists of key policy information that, as a student, you must know about: 

 

 
 
 

If You Stop Attending Class: 
 

 If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before the semester’s drop deadline.  

This deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the heading 

“Quick Links.”  Click on the given semester’s class schedule.   

 

A final note:  
     

 Please remember that it is my job to help you have a successful experience in this course.  If at any time 

you have questions or concerns about the above requirements, please feel free to talk with me.    
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Self-Appraisal Sheet   Name: ________________________________ 
 

 

Note:   

To determine your grade at any point in the semester, divide the number of points earned by 

the number of points possible (up to that moment in the semester).  

    (Example:  80 divided by 100 = .80 = 80% = B-) 
 

 

   To keep track of your grade, fill this out every few weeks.    
 

 

 

Assignment:    Points Possible:   Points Earned:   

 

Workshops (5 @ 5 pts)   25     _____    

Essay 1      60     _____   

Essay 2      70     _____  

Essay 3      70     _____ 

     Optional revision of  

     one of the above - add  

     points increased:        _____ 

Essay 4   100     _____    

Essay 5   100     _____   

Showcase          5     _____   

Final Exam     30     _____    

 

Were you prepared when minor homework 

   assignments were due?   
 

   - Random prep checks  (5 @ 12 pts)   60      _____        
 

 

 

                                                          Your Semester Total (out of 520 points): _____   

 

 

 
        Which grade = which percentage?   Example:  80-82 = B-      83-86 = B        87-89 = B+ 


