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Literature and Culture—English 3230 (3 credits)                                Dr. Brad Barry – Fall 2014 
 

Syllabus and Course Requirements 
  

Please get the exact editions of the following books:    

 The Pearl by John Steinbeck, Penguin’s Steinbeck Centennial Edition. ISBN: 9780142000694    

 The Octopus by Frank Norris, Penguin Classics. ISBN-13: 9780140187700  
o Note:  Skip the intro, as it will ruin the story!    

 The Middle Class: Opposing Viewpoints. Eds. Carol Haugen, et al. Greenhaven. ISBN-13: 978-0737747782 

 The Time of Your Life by William Saroyan. ISBN-13: 9781408113943    
 Aftershock: The Next Economy and America’s Future by Robert Reich. ISBN-13: 978-0307476333 

 Cathedral by Raymond Carver. Vintage Pub.  ISBN-13: 978-0679723691    

 
Week           Assignment Description            

 

Week 1   Tues:    Chris Mooney’s “Made-Up Minds” / course intro / departmental assessment.   
(Aug 26, 28)                 
 

           Note:  Arrive to class having read the listed items prior to that given class session.     
 

   Thurs:  John Steinbeck’s The Pearl   (Chapters 1-3) 

  

Week 2   Tues:   John Steinbeck’s The Pearl  (Chapters 4 - end)   

(Sept 2, 4)         Frank Norris’ The Octopus: pgs. 1-12 (skip the intro, as it will ruin the story!)         
 

   Thurs:  Frank Norris’ The Octopus: pgs 13-94 

 

Week 3  Tues:   Frank Norris’ The Octopus: pgs. 95-173                
(Sept 9,11)        Thurs:  Frank Norris’ The Octopus: pgs. 174-254                    

 

Week 4  Tues:    Frank Norris’ The Octopus: pgs. 255-335 

(Sept 16, 18)      Thurs:   Frank Norris’ The Octopus: pgs. 336-416 

 
Week 5       Tues:    Frank Norris’ The Octopus: pgs. 417-497 

(Sept 23, 25)  Thurs:   Frank Norris’ The Octopus: pgs. 498-572 

         
Week 6  Tues:  Frank Norris’ The Octopus: pgs. 573-652    

(Sept 30, Oct 2)      Thurs:  Haugen, et al’s The Middle Class: Opposing Viewpoints:  

 Chapter 1 Preface (20-1) 

 “The Difficulty in Defining Class in the United States” by Boyd (59)  

 4:1 “The Middle Class is Worse Off than in Past Decades” by Eblen (175-180) 

 4:2 “The Middle Class is Better Off than in Past Decades” by Chapman (181-185) 

 

Week 7  Tues:   Preparation for viewing of Charles Ferguson’s documentary Inside Job.     

(Oct 7, 9)               Thurs:  First half of Charles Ferguson’s documentary Inside Job.     
 

Week 8  Tues:  Finish Charles Ferguson’s documentary Inside Job.      

(Oct 14, holiday)        How to prepare for next week’s mid-term.   
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Week 9    Tues:   While I am away at a conference, use class time to work on part A of the mid-term. 
(Oct 21, 23)       

   Thurs : While I am away at a conference, use class time to work on part B of the mid-term.    

    
Week 10    Tues:  Introduction to the research essay assignment 

(Oct 28, 30)         Haugen, et al’s The Middle Class: Opposing Viewpoints: 

 1:2 “The Middle Class is in Debt” by Purnell (30-36)  

 “Upward Mobility is Dependent on Credit Cards” by McGhee (40)  

 1:7 “Upward Mobility is Becoming a Myth in America” by Krugman (62-68)  

 4:4 “Globalization Is Devastating the Middle Class” by Steingart (196-204) 

 

   Thurs:  Haugen, et al’s The Middle Class: Opposing Viewpoints: 

 2:1 “Middle-Class Consumerism is Out of Control” by Smith (73-79)      

 2:2 “Middle-Class Consumerism is not Out of Control” by Warren et al (80-88) 

 “In Defense of the Auto Industry” by Cohn (65)   
 

           Research topics  

 

 

     *  *  A note about midterm grades:    
 

If you do not receive a midterm grade, this means you are passing the class.  If you’d like to know your 

exact grade at this point (or at any point in the semester), I expect you to fill out the self-assessment 

sheet at the end of your syllabus.  This will tell you your exact grade at any point during the term.   

 

If you receive an “X” midterm grade, then this means you are in danger of not passing the class.  If you 

do receive an “X” mid-term grade, please talk with me after class, or in my office.  We will make a plan 

for helping you succeed.  (Be sure to do so as soon as possible; do not wait until the end of the semester, 

when it is too late to do anything about improving your grade.)   
 

 
Week 11  Tues:   William Saroyan’s The Time of Your Life – Acts 1 & 2    

(Nov 4, 6)        Marilyn Geewax’ “Did the Great Recession Bring Back the 1930’s?” (to be given in class)  
       Research Topics – possible commitments.     

       

         Thurs:  William Saroyan’s The Time of Your Life – Acts 3, 4 & 5    

      David Brooks’ “The Opportunity Gap” (to be given in class)  
      Commit to a topic by this class, and begin your annotated bibliography over the weekend.   

 

* * Wondering what your grade is? Fill out your self-assessment guide at the end of this syllabus.* * 

 

 
Week 12       Tuesday:   Career Day (only evening classes meet)    
(Nov 11 = Career Day 

   Nov 13)       Thursday:  Robert Reich’s Aftershock (1-21; 92-95; 32-38)                                     

           Continue working on your Annotated Bibliography 
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Week 13       Tuesday:   Reich’s Aftershock (38-50; 60-63; 75-76; 87-91middle; bottom96-103top)   

(Nov 18, 20)           Continue working on your Annotated Bibliography 

 

   Thursday:  Robert Reich’s Aftershock (103top-116; 121-123; 127-140; 145bottom-146)  

              As as you read, jot down notes for your 1-page writing response (which is due at the  

     beginning of this class):  Of the solutions he gives, which are your  

     top-two favorite, and why?  

 

           Annotated Bibliography is due Friday by 1:15 p.m. (slide under door of HCC 451)   

 

Week 14  Raymond Carver’s “Bridle” (187) and “Preservation” (35)   

(Nov 25 /              Bring to this class three possible thesis statements (typed) and cursory hand-written  

    holiday)       pre-writing (i.e. what “plates” will you have on your “cafeteria tray”?)      

 - Remember: Do not organize your essay around sources, but around reasons  

                       why you believe your thesis to be true.   

 

* * Wondering what your grade is? Fill out your self-assessment guide at the end of this syllabus.* *   
 

Week 15   Tues:   Raymond Carver’s “A Small, Good Thing” (59)  

(Dec 2, 4)        Begin in-class, collaborative reflective assignment (group brainstorming)  

       Thurs:  Raymond Carver’s “Fever” (157)  

      Finish reflective assignment (in-class individual response)   

      The Research Essay: For help seeing if you are on the right track, bring a typed outline.         

      The research essay: To stay on pace, by Friday of this week, try to have ½ a draft completed.      
 

Week 16   Tues:   Meet in computer classroom (to work on essays and to receive instructor feedback). 

(Dec 9, 11)              - To this class, bring a completed first draft (in digital form).       
   Thurs:  How to study for the final exam (and what to bring).     

      Last-minute help on Research Paper, which is due today by 4:45 p.m.    

               If I’m not in my office, slide your essay under my door: HCC 451.   
               Also submit an e-mail version (in  .doc  .docx  or .rtf  format) to barry@dixie.edu  

 

 

Week 17      The final exam:  Tuesday Dec. 16, 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.         
 

 

 

Other important dates for your planning calendar:    

 

Labor Day (no classes) . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  Monday, Sept 1     
Semester Break (no classes) . . . . . . . . . . Thurs-Fri, Oct. 16-17    
Career Day (only night classes meet)….. Tuesday, Nov 11  
Thanksgiving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wed-Fri, Nov. 26-28    
Final Exams . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mon-Fri, Dec 15-19                   
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Instructor:     Brad Barry, Ph.D.      
Office:      HCC 451        

Office Phone:     652-7819  
 

Office Hours:     Mondays & Wednesdays: 1:00 - 1:30 p.m. AND  4:00 - 4:45 p.m.  

   Tuesdays & Thursdays: 12:30 - 1:30 p.m.    
   Fridays: 1:00 - 1:30 p.m.     
    I’m also available by appointment.    

         Please feel free to contact me if the above options do not work for you.    

     

E-mail:   barry@dixie.edu   

   If you e-mail me, be sure to put the following 2 things in the subject line:  

your name - English 3230.  This will help your e-mail stand out from all of the 

junk mail that I get.    
 

Class Location: HCC 469   
Writing Center: HCC, 4th floor (near elevators) 652-7743.  Hours: see campus web page.    

Library:  HCC, floors 2, 3 & 3m – check campus web page for hours and services    

 

 

Departmental Description of this Course (brief version):   
 

Required of English majors pursuing an emphasis in Literary Studies, and open to other students curious about 

the relationship between the literary arts and other cultural forms. This interdisciplinary course exposes students 

to a broad selection of American literary, cinematic, artistic, and cultural works that investigate the relationship 

between American culture and literature. Students will be introduced to the ways in which texts and artifacts are 

closely tied to the geographical and cultural space as well as the historical period in which they emerge. 

Prerequisite: ENGL 2010 (Grade C or higher).  FA   

 

Reading Responses/Preparation Checks:   
 

Most of you are in this course because you want to be, and because you enjoy reading and learning.  Out of your 

own nature, you will come to each class having read the material, and you will enthusiastically join the 

discussions.  If that’s the case, this class will likely be a great experience for you.    

 

Occasionally, however, a few students would rather only read on an occasional basis, and try to “float by” (or 

sneak by) the rest of the time.  Sometimes, such students try to skip much of the reading, sound brilliant “on the 

fly” during class discussions, and hope to nonetheless get a good grade.  If you are such a student, please know 

that such an approach will likely not work in this class.     

 

So, as a way of honoring students who read, I will assign many one-page reading-response writing assignments, 

as well conduct in-class preparation checks (quizzes).  When you are required to write a one-page response to a 

given day’s reading, I will give you the specific writing topic during the class prior to the class wherein your 

response is due. As to the “prep checks,” these will be in a variety of forms: on-the-spot reading responses, 

quizzes, and/or collaborative small-group participation.  They will usually (not always) be at the very beginning 

of class – so it is important to attend class punctually, and stay for the duration of the whole class.     

 

Now, I know that life gets complicated.  If you know in advance that you are going to miss a prep check 

because of a legitimate and significant life-issue, then be sure to communicate with me prior to missing that 
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class.  If this only happens once or twice, I can let you take the prep check outside of class, during my office 

hours.  (Also, you might get a “freebie” or two; see the “Self-Appraisal Sheet” at the end of this document.)  

 

Appropriate Classroom Behaviors 
 

 Forgive me, but the few “bad apples” in most every class require that have the below list in my syllabus, 

and that I state the obvious:  While you are in class or in my office, behave in a courteous manner that is 

reflective of a scholar in college.  But what exactly does this mean?  Please avoid any behavior that distracts 

from students’ abilities to learn or my ability to teach.  In particular:  

 

 Chatting with the students sitting near you:  Whenever I or one of your fellow students is talking 

(or whenever your classmates are doing in-class writing), refrain from chatting with those sitting 

near you.  Even if you are chatting with your friend about a class topic or assignment, it is still 

distracting and therefore rude.  So, please stay tuned-in to the overall, group discussions.    

 

 Use of laptops, netbooks, i-pads, smartphones, etc:  If you would like to use one of these devices 

to take notes in class, I ask that you do the following.  

o Sit in one of the first two rows.  (I realize that it’s ridiculous and demeaning to give these 

requirements to courteous adults in college; however, the one or two discourteous 

students in most every class create a need for me to do this.)    

o Only have your device open and on when we are in note-taking mode; otherwise, have 

your device closed and off during class discussions, small-group activities, etc.    

o Close all internet browsers, and only use a word processing program with which to take 

notes.  Please do not surf the net, engage in online social communication, work on 

projects for other classes, etc.   

 

 If you are using an electronic version of our course text or reading assignment, please talk with 

me individually before that given class.  Also, I’m sorry, but the above seating requirement 

applies to you as well.  Again, I’ve had some very tricky students who’d rather surf the net than 

be a part of our learning community, and I can’t expend the energy it takes to discern who in the 

back row might be doing this.    

 

 Use of cellphones:  Have them off.  

o If you have a personal or family emergency, wherein you might get a quick, short text 

that requires a short response, that’s okay; however, notify me of this prior to that given 

class.   

o If you have a job that requires you to always have your cell phone on in order to send 

texts during class, you will need to either find a different section of this class or negotiate 

different expectations from your employer.    

 

 Use of cameras and other types of recording devices:  Please do not film or photograph me, your 

classmates, or my lecture notes.  If you have a documented learning disability that requires you 

to use an audio recording device, please arrange this through the campus Learning Disability 

Center (more on this later).   

 

 Food and drink in class:  Unless a building code prevents it, you are welcome to bring food and 

drink to class; however, please refrain from crunchy foods and loud wrappers.  
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In short, please remember that you are not simply an individual unto yourself and the friend sitting next to you.  

Instead, you are an individual within a community of learners.  Please always keep this in mind, and you’ll 

likely get along very well with your classmates and professors.    

 

Can You Turn in a Late Essay?   
 

Any essay submitted late will have its final grade reduced by 10% for each 24-hour period that it is late.  If for 

some reason you have a legitimate emergency arise, let me know about it as soon as possible (and we’ll discuss 

how we can best work out a reasonable solution).    

 
What Will it Take to Get a Good Grade in this Course?   
 

 Read actively instead of passively (see next section).   
 Arrive on time to class (and stay for the entire session).   
 Bring to class: a) some good insights/connections between readings, and b) some good questions.   
 Craft well-written essays (and do the preliminary stages leading up to your final draft).     
 Stay in tune with the overall class discussions (avoid 1-on-1 chatting with those sitting around you).   

 

What Does it Mean to “Read Actively”?     
 

 Whether or not you actively read (rather than casually and passively read) often makes a huge 
difference in this course.  But what does it mean to be an active reader?  Below are two tips I wish  
I would have received when I was an undergraduate English major:    

 

1. Be willing to write on the readings.  In the margins, bracket passages that jump out at you.  In 
the margins, write your thoughts, questions, agreements, and/or objections.  (You may have to 
ignore the haunting memory of your 3rd-grade teacher’s voice, the one that threatened to send 
you to the principal’s office for writing in books.)  

 
2. With the novels and the longer stories, draw character trees (and use arrows to keep track of 

how characters fit together).  This will help you keep track of what’s happening, and why.   
 

 
Attendance and Tardiness 
 

I’ll say the obvious: attendance is important.  Be here.  You will learn more, and the class will be all the 
more interesting with everyone present.  (Plus, attending will help your scores on reading responses, 
prep checks, exams, and the research essay.)      
 
However, I realize that life gets complicated and you might be late to a class, or even miss a class 
altogether.  If this happens, be sure to communicate with me (as soon as possible) so that I can give you 
any missed info and/or assignments.  This will help you come prepared to the following class.      

Note:  If you frequently miss class throughout most of the semester, it would be best not to  
communicate with me about each absence.  Instead, rely on other students to help you stay 
on track and get missed handouts, notes, etc.   
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Plagiarism – Serious Stuff that Can Get You in Serious Trouble   
 

Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the permanent 

marking of your college file.   

 

But what is plagiarism?  It is either:  

 

1) Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you 

use that person’s ideas).   

             It is good to use this method for paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your own words] (172).   

 

   OR, plagiarism is also:  

 

2) Using someone else’s words without putting those words in quotation marks.     

  Use this method for direct quotations:     Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167).  

If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always better if you bring it to my 

attention while you are drafting your essay (rather than my discovering something suspicious on my own, in 

your final draft).  Feel free to stop by my office for help in using outside sources in your writing.   

 

    ~   ~   ~ 

 

Interested in getting help from the College Writing Center, or from the OWL (Online Writing Lab)?     

Or, maybe you are wondering when the drop-date is for a class?  Or, perhaps you think you might have a 

disability or impairment that will hinder your ability to learn?  For more information on any of these 

issues, go to the following DSU web site:  DSU Home  Class Schedules  (click on this semester)  

 

At this site, you will receive helpful and important information that you are required to know about.   

The first set of information (after the lists of schedules & dates) a list of helpful campus resources:    

 

 
 

The second set of information consists of key policy information that, as a student, you must know about:  
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    ~   ~   ~  
 

 

 

Please also note the following policy, which protects you as a student: 

 
“Dixie State University is committed to providing an environment free from harassment and 
other forms of discrimination based upon race, color, religion, gender, national or ethnic 
origin, age, pregnancy, disability, or veteran status.  Such harassment or discrimination 
undermines the sense of human dignity and belonging of all people in the environment.” 
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Departmental Description of this Course (extended version):   
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Course-Specific Outcomes: 
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Self-Appraisal Sheet       Name: ________________________________ 
 
 

Note:   
To determine your grade at any point, simply divide the number of points earned by  
the number of possible points up to that moment in the semester.  
 

(Example:  85 divided by 100 = .85 = 85% = B)   
 

 

To keep track of your grade, fill this out every few weeks. 
 

 

 

 

Assignment:  Points Possible:       Points Earned:  
 

Prep Check / Reading Resp. 1 15  _____    

Prep Check / Reading Resp. 2 15  _____        

Prep Check / Reading Resp. 3 15  _____        

Prep Check / Reading Resp. 4 15  _____ 

Prep Check / Reading Resp. 5 15  _____ 

Prep Check / Reading Resp. 6 15  _____  

Prep Check / Reading Resp. 7 15  _____    

Prep Check / Reading Resp. 8 15  _____ 

Prep Check / Reading Resp. 9 15  _____   

Prep Check / Reading Resp. 10 15  _____   

Prep Check / Reading Resp. 11 15  _____  

Prep Check / Reading Resp. 12 15  _____   

Prep Check / Reading Resp. 13 15  _____   
 

 

          Toss your lowest-scoring reading response/prep check (for a total of 180 points possible on those).    
 

In-Class Mid-Term Essay  30  _____        

Annotated Bibliography  40  _____    

Research Essay   80  _____   

In-Class Reflective Essay  20  _____       

Final Exam               30  _____      

   

 

                Your total points earned:  _______ (out of 380 points possible)    
 
 


