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Intermediate Writing—English 2010 (Sec. 09, 20521, 3 credits)         Dr. Brad Barry – Spring 2014 
 

Syllabus and Course Requirements  

   

Wk 1 – Jan 7/9                    
Tuesday: 

  Introduction to the course     

  Ways of approaching writing rules   

  Departmental Diagnostic Assessment   
Thursday: 

  Discuss course syllabus    

  Effective ways of prewriting and freewriting  

  Introduction to the first essay assignment 

  In-class brainstorming – pros and cons for each of the two topic options    
  For Tuesday of next week: Pre-Write based on your ideas and class discussion. 

Wk 2 – Jan 14/16   

 Tuesday:   

  Effective ways of organizing analytical essays  

  Paragraph topic sentences and transitions (especially with argumentative essays)  

  Begin discussion of rhetorical appeals and logical fallacies.    

  For Thursday of this week: Based on your pre-write, freewrite a draft of your essay.  (No sources yet.) 

        Remember: Don't organize your essay around your sources; org around args. & counter args.       
 Thursday 

  Finish discussion of rhetorical appeals and logical fallacies   
  Effective introductions, thesis statements and conclusions  

  Source Synthesis - What is it?  
  For Tuesday of next week: Read your articles (for your specific controversy – see assignment desc. for details)    

   After reading them, weave in at least one quotation from one article, and one paraphrase from another.  

Wk 3 – Jan 21/23  

 Tuesday:   

  Discussion of the readings to synthesize into your essay   

  Summary, quotation & paraphrase – What are they, and how to effectively weave them into essays 

  Common grammar and punctuation mistakes  

  For Thursday of this week:    

   Read “What is an Argument Synthesis” – pgs. 132-138; 170; 172  from WARAC (our class text) 

         and also pages 91-93; 97-98; 113 (on “Source Synthesis)    

   Weave in another quotation and paraphrase into your essay  

        - Remember to apply the “Source Synthesis” handout to your draft.      

   Complete your first draft, and print 3 print-outs for Thursday of this week.   

 Thursday:  

  First draft due. Bring 3 print-outs for today’s peer workshop, and be sure to arrive on time!   

  For Tuesday of Week 4: Revise your essay based on the peer-workshop day,  AND:  

       Read WARAC, pgs 33-47. These pages will help you edit your quotes AND paraphrases—both  

of which you need to do in each essay for this class.  They will also 

help you see subtle distinctions between a good use of a source 

and a bad one (ie. plagiarism).  
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Wk 4 – Jan 28/30 

 Tuesday:   

Bring one print-out (or a laptop version) of a newly improved and revised essay.  In class, be able 

    to make on-the-spot corrections to your essay (as we go through revision tips during class time).   

More tips for editing grammar, punctuation and MLA.   

 Thursday:   

  Final draft due: Thursday of this week, at the beginning of class.    

                            Remember to bring your process stages (and a document clip).   

  Also on Thursday of this week:  Introduction of our second essay.   

       Begin the readings for our second essay (and handouts for next  

       week’s homework) 

       Basics Test (1
st 

 of 4 opportunities)     

 

  For Tuesday of Week 5: Read (& respond to) the reading(s) for the next unit.  See the Assignment  

     Description, which you’ll receive during the Thursday class of Week 4.   

Wk 5 – Feb 4/6  

 Tuesday:   

  Continue reading and discussing the essays for this unit (see schedule in the assignment description)       

    Be sure to read and respond to essays prior to discussing them in class.    

 Thursday:   

  Finish our discussion of the essays for this unit (see assg. desc. for the homework due today)  

  Topic options, thesis development and pre-writing for essay 2.    

 

  For Tuesday of Week 6:  Based on your pre-writing, freewrite a no-source draft of your essay.   

               - Remember to organize around reasons why you believe your thesis to be true.   

               - In your intro, remember to have the 4 elements of an effective intro (see your class notes)    

                      - For more help with writing intros, read: “Writing Introductions” (in Chapter 3).  

Wk 6 – Feb 11/13   

 Tuesday:   

  Meet in a computer classroom – location to be announced during week 5.   

      Bring to this class your latest digital version, and its backup.   

 

  For Thursday of this week:  Weave sources into your existing draft.  Remember:  
 

    Synthesize at least three of the readings that we’ve discussed in class.   
 

            Only use the sources from the list on the Assignment Description (or our  
course textbook).      

            Have at least two quotations and two paraphrases in your essay (overall – not from each  
of your two sources).             

            Remember to see (and apply) the ideas from the handout “Synthesizing Sources.” 

                Don’t organize around sources; instead, org. around reasons why you believe your thesis to be true.   

 Thursday:    

  Bring to this class a completed, edited essay (and a Works Cited list) - 1 print-out or laptop version    

  More common grammar and punctuation mistakes for which to edit 

  MLA – advanced methods   

  Basics Test (second of four opportunities)     

 

  For Tuesday of Week 7:  Revise your draft based on Thursday’s class, and make 3 print-outs.   

       Also, read (and apply) the section: “Writing Conclusion” (in Chapter 3). 
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Wk 7 – Feb 18/20 
 Tuesday:   

  First draft of the socio-cultural analysis is due – bring 3 print-outs, and be on time!  

       On this day, you will get the schedule for the upcoming 1-on-1 meetings (help with 1st drafts)  
 Thursday:   

  Thursday of this week—and all of Week 8—are 1-on-1 meetings with me (in HCC 451)  

             When you attend your meeting, bring three things:  

A) a newly revised printout of your essay (revised after peer-workshop)  

B) your pre-writing (not your free-writing – see your notes for the difference)  

C) your class notebook    

 Wk 8 – Feb 25/27  

 Tuesday & Thursday:   

  1-on-1 meetings (see Week 7 for what to bring to your meeting with me)   

  Begin listing possible topics for your final research essay.)   

  Look ahead to next week.  
 

*  *  A note about midterm grades:    
 

 If you do not receive a midterm grade, this means you are passing the class.  If you’d like to know your exact 

grade at this point (or at any point in the semester), I expect you to fill out the self-assessment sheet   at the end of your 

syllabus.  This will tell you your exact grade at any point.   

 If you receive an “X” midterm grade, then this means: A) you still have not passed the Basics Test, and/or B) 

you are in danger of not passing for other reasons.  If you receive an “X” mid-term grade, please talk with me after 

class, or in my office.  We will make a plan for helping you succeed in this course.    
 

Wk 9 – Mar 4/6     
 Tuesday:   

  Assignment Description for our final essay      

  Discussion of topic options for final essay   

  Commit to a topic  

  Last-minute tips for editing your Socio-Cultural Analysis essay 

       Final-draft packet of Essay Two is due: Wednesday of this week by 12:30 p.m. to my office (HCC 451).   

           If I’m not in my office when you turn it in, slide your packet under my office door.   

 Thursday:   

  Preliminary Prewriting is due this day (outline, or bubble-diagram, or cluster diagram)      

     - What key things would your target audience need to know–and want to know–about your topic?   

  Strategies for effective research  

    Basic’s Test (third of four opportunities)    
      

Wk 10 – Mar 10 – 14     - Spring Break (no classes this week)  
 

Wk 11 - Mar 18/20   

 Tuesday:   

  How to conduct college-level research (and how to avoid common research mistakes)      

  Continue finding, reading, and annotating your sources for your annotated bibliography    

  Be sure to order books from other universities no later than the end of today.   

  Thursday:    

  From WARAC, read: 199-201; re-read 45-47; and review your Library 1010 info.   

    Remember to keep track of the database names by which you get each of your articles.         

  Continued work on Annotated Bibliography   

    To stay on track, by this point, you should have half of it completed.   
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Wk 12 – Mar 25/27  

 Tuesday:   

  More research tips / Continued work on Annotated Bibliography (which is due Thursday) 

  Writing extended research essays (more strategies and tips)  

 Thursday:   

  On this day, we will meet in a computer classroom (location to be announced during Week 11)   

        Bring latest digital version (and its back-up) of your Annotated Bibliography, which  

            is due ten minutes prior to the end of this class.  

 

 For Tues. of Wk. 13:  1) read 82-90 However, remember that thesis statements are not summaries!  

             2) bring 3 possible thesis statements (typed) 

             3) pick your best thesis, and revise your preliminary prewriting (from a few weeks ago)  

 

     *  *  If you are going to revise an earlier essay, meet with me by Monday of next week, at the latest!     

  

Wk 13 – Apr 1/3 

 Tuesday:   

  Thesis statements (bring 3 possibilities, typed) & detailed pre-writing for what you think is the best one 

  Be prepared to write in class (if you can, bring a laptop version; otherwise, hand-writing is okay too) 

 

*  Revision of essay 1 or 2 (if you’ve met the requirements) is due Wed. of this week by 11:00 a.m. (slide packet under office door)    
 

 Thursday:   

   To this class, bring a typed and edited introduction.   

       As your hook, use an extended hypothetical scenario.  What’s that?  See your notes. 

              The hook part alone should be 1-3 paragraphs long.  

              Thesis and heads-up should be no later than end of page two. (Essay will end up being 10-12 pages.) 

 

         For Tuesday of next week:  Work on your essay: 

1. Freewrite as much of the essay as you can (without sources).   

2. Begin weaving in sources.   

3. Bring a typed version to our next class (which will be in a computer classroom).     

Wk 14 – Apr 8/10  

 Tuesday:   

  Meet in a computer class. Bring the latest (typed) version of your essay. (See above for what’s due this day.)   

  During this day, you will also sign-up for the 1-on-1 meetings (Thurs. of this week, and all of next week)  

 Thursday:   

  1-on-1’s (bring a printed, completed first draft, w/ a Works Cited list; also bring your class notebook)   
 

     * * * Want to know your current grade?  Fill out your self-assessment guide (end of this syllabus.) 

 

Wk 15 – Apr 15/17  

 Tuesday:   

  1-on-1’s (bring a printed, completed first draft, w/ a Works Cited list; also bring your class notebook)   

 Thursday:    

  1-on-1’s (bring a printed, completed first draft, w/ a Works Cited list; also bring your class notebook)    
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Wk 16 – Apr 22    (April 24 is a Reading Day)    
 Tuesday:    

  How to study for the final exam (and what to bring to it)    

      Be on time, as this will be a short class, and I won’t repeat for you the info. about the final 

   if you arrive late.   

  Final-draft packet of your research essay is due Tuesday of this week by 12:30 p.m..   

  Basics Test (4
th
 of 4 opportunities)    

 Thursday:   

  Reading Day (no class) – use this day to study for the final exam.    

 

Wk 17  Final Exam –  Tuesday, April 29, from 8:00 – 10:00 a.m. (note start time!) 
  
 

Other important dates for your planning calendar:      

 

Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  (no class) . . . . . .  Monday, Jan. 20 

Presidents Day (no class) ………………….…...….  Monday, Feb. 17  

Semester Break…………… . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mon-Fri, Mar. 10-14     

Final Exam Week: Fri-Thurs  4/25-5/1      
  

 

 

 

 



  

 

Page 6 of 14  

 

Instructor:     Dr. Brad Barry     
 

Office:      HCC 451  

Office Phone:     652-7819   

 E-mail:   barry@dixie.edu   Please put your name and “Engl 2010” in subject line! 

 Drop-In Office    - Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays: 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.    

    Hours: - Tuesdays/Thursday: 12:00 – 12:30 p.m.    

    - AND I am also available other days/times (by appointment). Feel free to contact me.     
 

Class Location: HCC 476      

Course Prerequisite:   English 1010 (with a grade of C or higher)    

Course Corequisite:   If you have not taken – and passed – Lib 1010, be sure to sign up for Lib 1010 to 

     take along with this course.     

Writing Center: HCC 4
th
 floor - see DSU web site for phone & hours         

 

 

What materials should you get for this course? 
 

- Behrens & Rosen’s Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum, 11
th
 edition, ISBN: 10: 0-205-72765-4 

- A college level dictionary and thesaurus (if you don’t already have one). See paperback combo in bookstore.   

-  2 USB flash-drive sticks (1 for original, 1 for back-up)   put your name, phone & e-mail on them 

  - It’s okay to use thumb-drives that you use for other classes; no need to devote them to just this class.  

  - If you are good at using the internet to back-up your drafts, you only need one USB flash drive.   

-  4 "wing" document clips from bookstore (.20 cents each?)      

-  A mini stapler to fit in your book bag (optional--but highly recommended--$3.00?)    

 

What will this Course be Like?     
 

 What will this course do?  It will help you achieve proficiency in writing, research, and analytical thinking.  

How will this course be taught?  It will be part workshop, part discussion, and part lecture. This means that, several 

times throughout this term, you will be an active participant in class.  We will focus just as much on the process of 

writing as on the final product of each paper.  The main purpose of English 2010 is to help you better communicate 

your ideas clearly and effectively (by way of analytical writing) to an audience of college educated adults in 

academic settings.  This course will also help you become a better, clearer thinker – in ways that will help you 

within college, and beyond.  (Interested in a list of specific course objectives?  These are listed later in this 

document.)   

 

English 2010 is designed to refine and expand upon the rhetorical and basic essay (i.e. the writing skills 

studied in English 1010). You will increase your capacity to think clearly and independently, learn to order your 

thinking, and learn to communicate knowledge and ideas more skillfully.  You will also receive training in the skills 

necessary for written-communication demands in college, on the job, and as citizens. To reach those objectives, the 

course will provide frequent occasions to read, write, revise and edit.     
 

The course will emphasize analytical, expository, and source-supported writing.  It will also emphasize 

library research, and you will get to demonstrate an understanding of information literacy and the skills necessary to 

enable competent and successful research in college-level writing assignments.   

 

       Interested in a more detailed list of the specific course objectives and outcomes? See end of this syllabus.  
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What kinds of essays will you write?    
 

 Many of your pre-writing stages can be done by hand; however, see the syllabus and Assignment 

Descriptions for phases (and homework assignments) that need to be typed.  Regardless, all final drafts should be 

typed, and formatted in MLA (or APA format).  See the book for sample essays.  

 

 Be sure to save all pre-writing, early drafts and final drafts!  All final and revised drafts must be 

submitted with each previous draft on which I’ve commented.  When you submit a final-draft packet of an 

essay, please use a document clip (i.e. a “wing” clip) to hold together the following elements:       

 

    TOP    Best draft  

         Earlier first draft(s) with my comments 

         Earlier draft(s) with peer comments from in-class workshops 

         Your freewriting.   

               BOTTOM      Your prewriting (see notes for differences between pre & freewriting)  

 

 I also encourage you to have at least one back up copy of every draft of every assignment (i.e. save on both 

flash drives, or a flash drive and an e-mail account).  This is a good idea for two reasons: 1) You may have 

computer problems and lose entire assignments, and 2) You may misplace an assignment or flash drive.  I have seen 

many students come to tears over both reasons!     

 

 Once you decide on a paper’s focus, I will expect you to carry through with that focus.  Because I have had 

plagiarism problems with students, you may not change a paper’s topic midway through that paper.     
 

Note:  On days where you are expected to write and revise in class, come prepared.  This means arriving with the homework 

completed before you arrive, and bringing digital versions of essays-in-progress (as specified in the syllabus).  Also, 

always save your drafts of essays on both memory sticks (original and back-up flash, or original and backup e-mail), 

and bring those to class on computer days (listed in syllabus).  On such days, if you often tell me that you can't revise 

your work in class because “the only copy is on my home computer,” then this may decrease your grade.   

 

If you write at home, on a program other than Microsoft Word, no problem;  however, be sure to save your drafts this 

way: “SAVE AS”  RTF format (Rich Text Format).  It will be readable by any of DSU’s computer programs.   

 

Appropriate Classroom Behaviors 
 

 Forgive me, but the few “bad apples” in most every class require that I have the below list in my syllabus, 

and that I state the obvious:  While you are in class or in my office, behave in a courteous manner that is reflective 

of a university scholar.  What exactly does this mean?  Please avoid any behavior that distracts from students’ 

abilities to learn or my ability to teach.  In particular:  

 

 Chatting with the students sitting near you:  Whenever I or one of your fellow students is talking (or 

whenever your classmates are doing in-class writing), refrain from chatting with those sitting near 

you.  Even if you are chatting with your friend about a class topic or assignment, it is still 

distracting and therefore rude.  So, please stay tuned-in to the overall, group discussions.    

 

 Use of laptops, netbooks, i-pads, smartphones, etc:  If you would like to use one of these devices to 

take notes in class, I ask that you do the following.  
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o Sit in one of the first two rows.  (I realize that it’s ridiculous and demeaning to give these 

requirements to courteous adults in college; however, the one or two discourteous students 

in most every class create a need for me to do this.)    

o Only have your device open and on when we are in note-taking mode; otherwise, have your 

device closed and off during class discussions, small-group activities, etc.    

o Close all internet browsers, and only use a word processing program with which to take 

notes.  Please do not surf the net, engage in online social communication, work on projects 

for other classes, etc.   

o Please do not use technology to take photographs of notes on the board; instead, please write 

such notes in your class notebook. 
 

 If you are using an electronic version of our course text or reading assignment, please talk with me 

individually before that given class.  Also, I’m sorry, but the above seating requirement applies to 

you as well.  Again, I’ve had some very tricky students who’d rather surf the net than be a part of 

our learning community, and I can’t expend the energy it takes to discern who in the back row might 

be doing this.     

 

 Use of cellphones:  Have them off.  

o If you have a personal or family emergency, wherein you might get a quick, short text that 

requires a short response, that’s okay; however, notify me of this prior to that given class.   

o If you have a job that requires you to always have your cell phone on in order to send texts 

during class, you will need to either find a different section of this class or negotiate different 

expectations from your employer.    
 

 Use of cameras and other types of recording devices:  Please do not film or photograph me, your 

classmates, or my lecture notes.  If you have a documented learning disability that requires you to 

use an audio recording device, please arrange this through the campus Learning Disability Center 

(more on this later).     
 

 Food and drink in class:  Unless a building code prevents it, you are welcome to bring food and drink 

to class; however, please refrain from crunchy foods and loud wrappers.  
 

 Respecting fellow students:  As the official university policy states, “Dixie State University is 

committed to providing an environment free from harassment and other forms of discrimination 

based upon race, color, religion, gender, national or ethnic origin, age, pregnancy, disability, or 

veteran status.  Such harassment or discrimination undermines the sense of human dignity and 

belonging of all people in the environment.”   
 

In short, please remember that you are not simply an individual unto yourself and the friend sitting next to you.  

Instead, you are an individual within a community of learners.  Please always keep this in mind, and you will likely 

get along very well with your classmates and professors.    

 

Late Work?   
 

 All first drafts and final drafts are due on the due dates listed on the first few pages of this document.  Final 

drafts submitted up to two days late will be penalized a full-letter grade.  Each two-day period after that results in 

another letter reduction.  However, if for some reason you have a legitimate, life-altering emergency arise, let me 

know as soon as you possibly can.   

          Also, you may be wondering:  “Can I submit late reading responses?”  Keep reading. . . .  
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 What about the reading?    

 
 Each time we are scheduled to discuss a particular reading, please be fully prepared.  Part of this means 

coming to class able to a) summarize what you’ve read, and b) ask thoughtful questions about it.  In other words, 

proactively read the essays.   

 

 Also, I will occasionally ask you to type reading responses.  Know that you cannot turn these in late.    

Why?  The goal is for you to think about (and write about) the issues before hearing everyone else’s thoughts.    
 

 You might be wondering, How many points will I lose if I miss more than one reading response?  Or a first 

draft of an essay?  To me, these are the wrong kinds of questions.  They reflect a student who has little desire to be 

a part of our class’s learning community.  So, at the end of the semester, if your grade is on a borderline, I will look 

at patterns of involvement/non-involvement, and make point-value decisions at that time.   
 

 In summary:  To do well in this class, you need to attend, do the assignments, and choose to be a part of 

our learning community—and do so because you love to learn (not because you fear losing points).   

 

Can you Revise any of Your Essays?     

  
 While extensive revision is mandatory for all of the major essays, the goal is for you to write and revise them 

before you submit final drafts.  As you revise your work-in-progress, I encourage you to take advantage of my 

office hours, to call me with questions, to schedule appointments with me, and to use the college writing center for 

additional assistance.  
 

 Nonetheless, you may revise one of the first two major essays once more after its original grade.  In order 

to take advantage of this extra revision opportunity, you must fulfill the following two requirements: 
   

             1)  You will need to have written a first draft of that paper, and also attended the peer-response  

  workshop (with the three printouts of your draft).  

 

- If you missed the first-draft workshop for that particular essay, you may not take advantage 

of the extra revision opportunity. Why?  The extra revision is not a makeup of missed work.  

Instead, it is intended to help those students who have sincerely (and consistently) struggled 

with writing the essay.    

 

    2)  Make an appointment with me so we can sit down together in order to discuss why and how  

   your essay needs revising.  Bring the graded final-draft packet, with the grade sheet.    
 

Attendance  
 

 Because of the nature of this course, I will expect you to attend all class sessions.  Now, some of you may 

be thinking, Seriously? Is that realistic?  Well, I understand that “life happens,” as they say.   

 

 So, if you miss a class or two, contact me before (or immediately after) the missed class – so that you can 

make sure you understand what is due during the following, upcoming class after your absence.  However, keep in 

mind that I cannot re-teach the class session in my office or by way of e-mail.  So, even if you miss class for a good 

reason, you are still responsible for the material that was covered.  Therefore, be sure to get the notes from a 

classmate (that is, a classmate who takes thorough notes).     
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 On the other hand, if you miss many classes throughout the semester  – even if for valid reasons – please 

do not contact me about each of your absences.  Instead, make a good friend in the class who will get handouts for 

you, take notes for you, turn in homework for you, etc.  Also, know that you are still responsible for all material 

covered in class, whether you attend or not.   Finally, remember that I do not give extra credit.    
 

A Note to DSU Athletes (and other students who will miss class due to official college activities):   
 

I will not take away points for missing a class.  However, it would be wise to do the following when you 

know you are going to miss several classes due to official DSU activities:   
 

1. At the start of the semester, give me a typed list of the dates you will be gone (and why). 

2. Prior to each missed class, communicate with me about what you will miss, and get any needed  

handouts – so that, upon your return, you can show up to that class prepared, and in-step 

with the rest of the class.    

3. After each missed class—and after you’ve gotten and read the missed notes from a classmate—I am  

happy to answer any questions that you have.  Feel free to visit me (or call me) during my 

office hours. Though I can’t re-teach class for you, I am happy to help you stay on track.    
 

 

In summary, for all students:   
If you have one or two genuine emergencies arise in your life, then it is wise to communicate with your 

professors.  However, if your life is a continual string of emergencies, then do not communicate with your 

professors about each and every missed class.  Doing so will reduce your credibility, and it will decrease 

your professors’ desires to help you pass the class.   

 

“Do I get points for attending class?”     
 

 While I will not apply a strict grading formula in terms of attendance, I will share with you an observation 

I’ve made over the years: student attendance is almost always a strong reflection of writing performance.  During 

class, you will receive writing tips, sample essays, assignment directions, etc.  Because of this, it is tough to do well 

on each assignment’s requirements if you miss class.  In other words, missing class can result in problems that show 

up in your writing.   
 

 Also note that, even if you receive strong grades on all essays, your behavior can affect your overall course 

grade.  For example, if I have two A-level writers—and one often misses class, comes in late, doesn’t help others 

during peer workshops, etc.—should they both receive the same grade?  I think not.  So, please be courteous and 

professional.   
 

 Why am I making such a big deal about attendance and behavior?  In this class you will be working in 

groups, and the daily in-class work and discussions will be essential to the essays that you will write for this course.  

Also, the writing assignments and essays will be given and discussed in class, so missing such discussions puts you 

at a distinct disadvantage before you even begin your task.    

 

A Note about Workshop Days:   I will ask you to leave class if you come to workshop days unprepared.  

                     Being prepared means 3 things:  

1) Come to peer-response workshop days on time. 

2) Come with a genuine effort; hurried, half-baked drafts will not be 

helpful to you or your peers.   

3) Bring 3 print-outs (to share with your peer-group members).   

Again, a key part of this class involves a workshop element.  Your active participation is essential!   Ultimately, 

your classmates need you here and you need to be here.  There is no easy way to duplicate class instruction and 

discussion.  And believe it or not, we will occasionally have fun in here!  
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“That’s a lot of info.  Can you summarize it for me?”       
 Because this is a sophomore-level university course which focuses on analytical composition, this class will 

likely be a very challenging course.  I don’t say this to intimidate you.  Nonetheless, know that the bar has been 

raised from a freshmen composition course.  In this course, simply showing up and turning things in will not earn 

you a passing grade.  So, strive to A) Understand and appreciate the concepts I will teach you, and B) Apply those 

concepts to your writing.  This will help you earn a good grade in this course.     

 

A Minimum Requirement for Passing this Class:  

To pass this course with a grade of C or higher, you must pass the Basics Test.  This means getting 95% 

of this test correct.  I will not assign point values to your performance on this test; it is either pass or fail.  

It is an easy test for a college sophomore-level test.  It is a test that makes sure you have a handle on the 

basics (things that really should have been learned in high school).     

 

You will have many opportunities to take this test throughout the semester.  If you struggle to pass it, 

you will have opportunities to talk with me about why, and how you can improve.   

 

Note: Even if you earn an A on every essay, but can’t pass the Basics Test by the end of the semester,  

then you will not get a grade of C or higher.  Why?  Some students are so good at getting so much 

tutoring outside of class, that by the end of the semester (even though they earn strong grades), 

they really don’t know how to write on their own.  Also, for most of you, this will be the last 

writing-intensive course you will ever take.  This Basics Test helps equip every one of my students 

with the basics that they will need to succeed at writing in their future courses.   
 

NOTE:        I do not expect you to come to this class as a strong writer; I do, however, expect you to improve in  

your writing (even if you are already a skilled writer).  We all learn to write, and our writing improves over 

a period of time and effort.  I have designed the course to reward your progress (see revision policy above).  

If at any point in the semester you are concerned about how you are doing, please feel free to come and talk 

with me.   

 

Plagiarism – Serious Stuff that Can Get You in Serious Trouble   
 

Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the 

permanent marking of your college file.  What is plagiarism?  It is either:   
 

1) Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you use 

that person’s ideas).   

           It is good to use this method for paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your own words] (172).   
 

   OR, plagiarism is also:  
 

2) Using someone else’s words without quoting them.   

  Use this method for word-for-word quotations:    Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167).  
 

 

If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always better if you bring it to 

my attention while you are drafting your essay (rather than my discovering something suspicious on my 

own, in your final draft).  Feel free to stop by my office for help in using outside sources in your writing.   
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“Why doesn’t the professor put his lecture notes online?” 
      I do not put my lecture notes online for four reasons:  
 

1) When I teach concepts, half of their value rests in the question-and-answer sessions that arise 

during in-class discussions about those concepts – and such discussion-based learning can’t 

be adequately duplicated by way of online postings.    
 

2) The best of learning experiences cannot be reduced to bulleted lists in PowerPoint slides.   
 

3) Because the final exam is, in part, based upon class discussions about lecture notes, I feel it 

would be dishonoring to the students who attend class.   
 

4) Some students would falsely assume they can miss class because they can get the notes online.  

This can then cause them to try turning the class into an online section, wherein they want to 

have all interactions with me by way of e-mail.  These false assumptions can then snowball 

into a host of other problems – one of which is students expecting me to summarize and 

repeat class discussion to them on an individual basis.  I do not have time to do this.   
The College Writing Center:   

Though I would prefer you come to me first for help with your essays-in-progress, you can also receive help from the 

college Writing Center.  The Writer Center provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their 

writing assignments in all courses.  It is located in the first floor of the Browning Bldg.   See the DSU web site (or 

English Dept. web site) for hours and contact information.     
 

The OWL - Online Writing Lab:  
You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues related to writing, and for 

numerous links to other web-sites that will help with writing.  To reach the page, go to the DSU home page, scroll to 

“Academics,” select the English Department, then select “Online Writing Lab.”    

 

Disability Statement:   
Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring reasonable academic adjustment, 

accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in this class will need to contact the DISABILITY RESOURCE 

CENTER Coordinator (Baako Wahabu) for eligibility determination. Proper documentation of impairment is required 

in order to receive services or accommodations. DRC is located at the ground floor of the Financial Aid Office. Visit or 

call 652-7516 to schedule appointment to discuss the process. DRC Coordinator determines eligibility for and 

authorizes the provision of services. 

 

A Few Final Notes:  

If you feel a bit overwhelmed by all of this, don’t worry too much about it—most of your peers probably 

do as well.  Please remember that it is my job to help you successfully pass this course.  Try to think of 

me as a guide who will help you.  If at any time you have questions or worries about the above 

requirements, please feel free to talk with me.  Again, it is my job to help you succeed in this class!        

(I know this document sounds a bit cold, but I'm really a nice guy.)        
 

I wish you the best in your endeavors!    
 

  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
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A Detailed Description of this Class from the English Department Website: 
 

Overall English Department Mission Statement  

The English Department at Dixie State University strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of 

language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political contexts. 

Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how 

to produce focused critical essays.  

Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition)  

As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of both the department 

and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to strengthen students’ skills and confidence in 

writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to increase students’ written fluency, and help them better formulate and 

organize ideas into focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays.  

Course Description  

Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Provides opportunities to analyze and write academic papers, 

including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a number of essays. Other activities, such as 

portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to help students improve their writing of advanced-level papers. 

Successful students will demonstrate competence in the use of standard written English, in analyzing texts, in correctly 

paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting source material, and in appropriately citing the work of others. Prerequisite: 

ENGL 1010 (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently enrolled). FA, SP, SU  

Course Goals:  

    Goals to be reached in this course:  

• A knowledge of the ways to effectively synthesize academic sources into academic research essays.  

• An understanding of the importance of analytical thinking and critical reading.  

Student Learning Outcomes:  

 Students will gain knowledge of the rules of grammar, punctuation, usage, and standard documentation (usually MLA 

or APA). 

 Students will achieve an understanding of the stages within the writing process.  

 Students will achieve an understanding of the modes of writing. 

 Students will improve the clarity and correctness of their writing. 

 Students will acquire knowledge of ways to effectively synthesize academic sources into academic research essays.  

 Students will develop an understanding of the importance of critical thinking and reading. 

 Students will produce a substantial amount of polished written work by the end of the semester. 

Methods of Assessment:  

    Formative Assessment Methods  

Preparation Checks: Students will periodically show their completion of the stages of the research process, reading 

process, and writing process.  

Research Write-Up: Students will put, in writing, their thoughts about the merit and applicability of their research 

sources. (Most often, this will be in the form of annotated bibliographies.)  

    Summative Assessment Methods  

Essays: Students in this course will:  

 Write 2-3 short papers (2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, persuasion, pro-con, or 

cause-effect. (Narrative and descriptive papers will not be assigned in English 2010.)  

 Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources.  

 Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 words)  

    Value-Added Assessment Method  

Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which their learning has 

increased during the semester. This will be a multiple-choice (scantron) test.   

 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  
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Self-Appraisal Sheet   Name: ________________________________ 
 

 

 

Note:   

To determine your grade at any point in the semester, simply divide the number of points 

earned by the number of possible points (up to that moment in the semester).  

    (Example:  80 divided by 100 = .80 = 80% = B-)   
 

 

 

   To keep track of your grade, fill this out every few weeks.   
 

 

 

 

Assignment:             Points Possible:        Points Earned:    

 

Preparation Checks (and/or quizzes):     

    1       12  _____     

    2       12  _____   

    3       12  _____   

    4       12  _____   

    5       12  _____   

Persuasive Synthesis Essay        60   _____      

Socio-Cultural Analysis Essay         80  _____  

Annotated Bibliography         50  _____     

Extended Synthesis Essay       100   _____    

Departmental Post-Test & Final Exam       94   _____  

Did you pass the Basics Test?       yes: ___   no:  ___ (see page 11 for details)     
 
 

 

 

Also: 

   Did you prepare for our reading discussions?             ___ (see pages 8-9 for details)  

  Did you write thoughtful & timely responses to the readings?   ___ (see pages 8-9 for details)   

  Did you attend class each day?  On time?             ___   

  Were you professional and courteous to classmates & prof.?     ___     

 

                                                               Your Semester Total (out of 444 points): _____  
 

 

 

Which grade = which percentage?   Example:      80-82 = B-      83-86 = B        87-89 = B+  

  

 

 


