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Introduction to Literature 
        Eng. 2200 – 3 credits / once-a-week meetings                           

       Dr. Brad Barry – Spring 2011  

 

Syllabus and Course Requirements 
    

Books for this Course:      
 

 

Note:   Please get that exact versions listed (see the ISBN #’s).  This will help during class discussions.     
 

 Literature: A Portable Anthology  Eds. Gardner, Lawn, et al – ISBN-13: 978-0-312-46186-7 (paperback) 

 Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea -  ISBN-13:  978-0-684-80122-3 (paperback) 

 Albert Camus’ The Stranger -   ISBN: 978-0-679-72020-1 (paperback)  
 

Week 1 - Jan 10 

 Preview of course / 7 key Q’s to ask when reading fiction / poetry reading tips / dept. assessment  

 Anton Chekhov’s ―A Blunder‖ (66-67)   

 Kate Chopin’s ―The Story of an Hour‖ (68-69)   

 

Week 2 - Jan 17 

  Holiday –  Rev. Martin Luther King Day (no class)    
 

       consider getting a head-start on Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea 

 

 

Week 3 - Jan 24 
 

 

    Note:   For each class, read what’s listed prior to that day (so that we can discuss it on that day).   
 

 

 Robert Hayden’s ―Those Winter Sundays‖ (587)   

 Eudora Welty’s ―A Worn Path‖ (213-219)  

 Philip Levine’s ―What Work Is‖ (615)   

 What connections do you see between the story and the poems?   

 Kurt Vonnegut’s ―Harrison Bergeron‖ (photocopied) (B – get that in word form)  

 Bob Hicok’s ―Plus Shipping‖ (720)    

  Also:  

 Bring in an example of something (anything) that contains rhythm (and/or poetic form).   

– Do not bring in a poem 

– Do bring in an example from:  

 architecture 

 painting 

 engineering 

 music [focus on lyric patterns rather than the musical (sound) aspects] 

 science 

 nature 

 etc.  
– Bring a photocopied example (about 1 page), and make enough copies for whole class.      
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Week 4 – Jan 31 
 Ambrose Bierce’s ―An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge‖ (51-58)  

 Lucille Clifton’s ―at the cemetery, walnut grove plantation, south Carolina, 1989‖ (644)  

 Jane Kenyon’s ―Let Evening Come‖ (674)  

  and   

 Emily Dickenson’s ―I like to see it lap the Miles‖ (535) 

 William Wordsworth’s ―I wandered lonely as a cloud‖ (488)   

           and      

 Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s ―The Yellow Wall-Paper‖ (70-83)  
 

 Also, consider getting a head-start on next week’s novel.   

 

 

Week 5 - Feb 7  
 Martín Espada’s ―The Saint Vincent de Paul Food Pantry Stomp‖ (717)    

 Galway Kinnell’s ―The Bear‖ (611)    

 Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea (all pages)  

 

Week 6 - Feb 14 

 First ½ of class: 
 Edwin Arlington Robinson’s ―Richard Cory‖ (548)  

 Paul Laurence Dunbar’s ―We Wear the Mask‖ (548)    

 Nathaniel Hawthorne’s ―Young Goodman Brown‖ (3-13)   
     

            Second  ½ of class: 
 The Mid-Term Exam 

 

 To prepare for this night’s mid-term exam:    

 

 Read the following two chapters from our course text: 

– Chapter Four: ―Elements of Fiction‖ 

– Chapter Five: ―Elements of Poetry‖  
 

 Review your in-class notes (the ones you took based on my lectures/presentations) 
 

 Also, bring the following things to the mid-term exam:   

 the course text 

 the syllabus 

 lined paper 

 two pens (or two pencils)    

 
 

Week 7 - Feb 21 

  

  Holiday –  Presidents’ Day  (no class)    

   Consider getting a head-start on Camus’ The Stranger (see reading-guide notes in weeks 12 & 13)   
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Week 8 – Feb 28 
 Shirley Jackson’s ―The Lottery‖ (242-249)     

 Robert Frost’s: 

 ―Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening‖ (554) 

 ―Out, Out—‖ (554) 

 ―The Road Not Taken‖ (550)  

 E. E. Cummings’ ―in Just-‖ (571)   

        and 

 Ernest Hemingway’s ―Hills Like White Elephants‖ (200-203) 

 John Updike’s ―A & P‖ (300-304)  
  and 

  Emily Dickenson’s:  

 ―Much Madness is divinest Sense‖ (536) 

 ―Because I could not stop for Death‖ (537)  

 John Donne’s ―Death, be not proud‖ (469)  

 

Week 9 — Mar 7 
 Theodore Roethke’s ―My Papa’s Waltz‖ (583)  

 William Faulkner’s ―Barn Burning‖ (185-199)     

                    and 

 Elizabeth Bishop’s: 

 ―The Fish‖ (583-584)  

 ―One Art‖ (585)   

 Guy de Maupassant’s ―The Necklace‖ (59-65)  

 What connections do you see between the story and the poems?    

 

 

        *   *    *  Wondering what your overall course grade is at this midterm point in the semester?   

Fill out the self-assessment page (see the end of syllabus).                *   *   *   
 

Week 10   
 

            Mar 14-18 – Spring Break  – Consider getting a head-start on Camus’ The Stranger (see reading tips below) 

 

Week 11 - Mar 21 

 James Baldwin’s ―Sonny’s Blues‖ (250 - 276)      

 begin Herman Melville’s ―Bartleby, the Scrivener‖ (20-30)   

 Edmund Spencer’s ―One day I wrote her name upon the strand‖ (464)  

 

Week 12  - Mar 28  

 finish Herman Melville’s ―Bartleby, the Scrivener‖ (31-50)  

 Kim Addanizio’s ―The Sound‖ (707)    

 begin Albert Camus’ The Stranger (pgs 3-33)   

      - As you read, list (by way of words/phrases) what you think are the main character’s  

        most significant choices.   (List at least 3.)   
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Week 13 - Apr 4, 6 
 finish Albert Camus’ The Stranger (pgs 34 - 123)     

 

  - Continue to list the protagonist’s most significant choices. (List at least 3 more from this section.)   

 

  - How are the main character’s perspectives on life/people reflected by (or not reflected by) his  

       attitudes and ―choices‖ from the earlier parts of the novel?    

 

 

Week 14 - Apr 11 
 Susan Glaspell’s ―Trifles‖ (958-969)    

 Raymond Carver’s ―Cathedral‖ (305-317)   

 Gerard Manley Hopkins’ ―God’s Grandeur‖ (540)   

 James Wright’s ―A Blessing‖ (614)  

 George Herbert’s: 

 ―Easter-wings‖ (472) 

 ―The Pulley‖ (473)   

 

 Also in class on this day, I will give you the ―Assignment Description‖ for the research essay.   

       After discussing it (in class), I’ll ask you to decide on a topic for your research essay.   

 

 In class on this day, we will discuss the importance of creating search terms/phrases based on   

subset sections of your eventual essay.    

 

 As you begin finding sources (after this class period), avoid doing research for a                

general book topic; instead focus your subject to a manageable (specific) paper topic.    

 

- Are you researching sub-sections of an essay?          Or chapter-topics for a book?    

 

Feel free to e-mail with questions about whether or not you are heading in a paper direction,    
or a book direction.   

 

 

Week 15 - Apr 18 
 Read Chapter Seven, ―Writing a Literary Research Paper‖ (pgs. 1254-1286).   

 

 Find your sources for your topic (print, and bring, the first page of each of your sources). 

 Remember to keep track of the database names by which you get each of your sources.  

 

 Also in class, I will give you my handout ―Synthesizing Sources in a Lit. Analysis‖  

 

 Beginning perceptions:  Should you develop a thesis at this point?  Or a hypothesis?   

 

 In class on this day, you will receive 1-on-1 help with finding a final source, and/or re-focusing 

your topic (if necessary).   

 

 In-class planning and pre-writing.   

 

 

Also, see next week (to get a heads-up on what’s coming). 
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Week 16 - Apr 25 
  

         Reading:  

 Alice Walker’s ―Everyday Use‖ (368-374)  

 Yusef Komunyakaa’s ―Facing It‖ (673)   

 

         Essay tasks:  

 Based on your planning (i.e. pre-writing), compose a first draft of your essay.    

 

 Remember to apply the tips from the book, and from my handout, on how to weave in 

paraphrases and quotations.   

 

 Print your draft, and bring it to class.   

 In class on this day, you will receive 1-on-1 help with your essay.   

 

 

 Final draft of your research essay is due Thursday of this week, by 10 a.m.   

 Make sure you show your readers where each paraphrase begins (use a lead-in tag) 

 Make sure you show your readers where each paraphrase ends (page-number parenthetical)  

 Staple it.  

 Slide it under my office door (McDonald 222)    

 

 In class on this day, we will also discuss how to prepare for the final exam (see next week).   

 

Week 17  
 To prepare for the final exam: 

 Read the following two chapters from our course text:    

 Chapter Six ―Elements of Drama‖  

 Chapter Eight ―Literary Criticism and Literary Theory‖   

 Review your in-class notes (the ones you took based on my 

lectures/presentations).  Study all notes from the whole semester.   
 

 Also, bring the following things to the final exam:     

 the course text 

 the syllabus 

 lined paper 

 two pens (or two pencils)   
 

 Final Exam (departmental test & instructor’s exam):  

– Monday, May 2, 5:15 – 7:15 p.m.      

 

 
 

 

Other important dates for your planning calendar:    

 

Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  (no class) . . . . . .  Monday, Jan. 17 

Presidents Day (no class) ………………….…...….  Monday, Feb. 21  

Semester Break…………… . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mon-Fri, Mar. 14-18    

Final Exam Week: Fri-Thurs  4/29-5/5   



 

6 of  10 

 

Instructor:     Dr. Brad Barry  
 

Office:      222 McDonald Center     

Office Phone:     652-7819  (Aside from office-hour visits, phone is the best way to get in touch with me.)   

 

Office Hours:     Mon/Wed/Fri: 9:00 - 10:00 a.m.   
   Mon/Wed: 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.        

   I’m also available by appointment if the above options do not work for you.   

 

E-mail:   barry@dixie.edu                  

   If you e-mail me, be sure to put the following 2 things in the subject line:  
   your name - English 2200. This will help your message stand out from the junk mail.     

 

Writing Center: Browning Building (bottom floor-below testing cntr), 652-7743, (see web site for hours)    

Browning Library: Next to Browning Building – check campus web page for hours and services    

Class Location: MCD 206    

Course Prerequisite:   None  

 

Course Description and Objectives: 
 

This is going to be a great course.  During this course, we are going to immerse ourselves in some fantastic 

and important literature that will enrich our lives and worldviews.  We are going to read and discuss literature 

that will affirm, challenge and transform the ways we think about and perceive life.  And, if this course is a 

success, the readings might also improve the ways in which we live our lives.   

 

We will survey a variety of literature: novels, short stories, poems, and a play.  You will also engage in 

common practices of reading, interpreting and writing about literature – all the while exploring and addressing 
questions of literary form and content.  In short, upon completing this course, you will have improved your 

ability to: 
 Enjoy, appreciate, and evaluate the above types of literature.     

 Think and write critically about literature.     
 Understand and analyze aspects of fiction, including plot, setting, characterization, theme and point of view. 

 Understand and analyze fiction/poetic elements and techniques, such as figurative language, imagery, 

metaphors, similes, sound, and meter.    

 Share your insights during class discussions.     

 

Preparation Checks 
 

Most of you are in this course because you want to be, and because you enjoy reading and learning.      

Out of your own nature, you will come to each class having read the material, and you will gladly join the 

discussions.  If that’s the case, this class will likely be a great experience for you. 

 

Occasionally, however, a few students sign up for this class with very different motivations: they would 

rather only read on an occasional basis, and try to ―float by‖ (or sneak by) the rest of the time.  Perhaps 

such students have had prior English courses where they could skip much of the reading, sound brilliant 

―on the fly‖ during class discussions, and still get a good grade.  If you are such a student, please know 

that this will not be one of those courses.   
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So, as a way of honoring students who read, I will use many in-class preparation checks.  These ―prep 

checks‖ will be in a variety of forms: on-the-spot reading responses, prep-check quizzes, etc.  They will 

usually (not always) be at the very beginning of class – so it is important to attend class punctually, and 

remain for the duration of each class.  [If this is a once-a-week section, I may give half of a prep check at 

the beginning of a class, and the other half midway (or towards the end) of the class.]     

 
Can You Turn in a Late Essay?   

 

Essays submitted late will be penalized a full letter grade for each 24-hour period.  If for some reason you 

have a legitimate emergency arise, let me know about it as soon as possible (and we’ll discuss how we can 

best work out a reasonable solution).   

 
What Will it Take to Get a Good Grade in this Course?   
 

 Arrive on time to class (and stay for the entire session).   

 Bring to class: a) some good insights/connections between readings, or b) some good questions.   

 Do well on the mid-term, final, and research essay.   

 Stay in tune with the overall class discussions (i.e. avoid 1-on-1 chatting with those sitting around you).   

 Read actively instead of passively.  What does this mean?   
o Be willing to write on the readings.  Write your thoughts, questions, agreements, and/or 

objections in the margins of the books.  (True, you may have to ignore that haunting memory of 

your second-grade teacher threatening to send you to the principal’s office.)   

o With the novels and the longer stories, draw character trees (and use arrows to keep track of 

how the characters fit together).  This will help you understand what’s happening, and why.   
 In other words, turn a piece of paper sideways (landscape), put the main character in the 

middle, and branch off other characters from him or her.  On the lines which connect 

characters, jot down brief notes about their relationships and/or attitudes.    

 

Attendance and Tardiness 
 

I’ll say the obvious: attendance is important.  Be here.  You will learn more, which will help your scores on 

the preparation checks, essays and tests.     
 

However, I realize that life gets complicated and you might be late to a few classes, or even miss a class.        

If this happens, simply communicate with me (as soon as possible) so that I can give you any missed info 

and/or assignments.  This will help you come prepared to the following class.     

Note: That only applies to the occasional emergency or mishap; if you will have a pattern of lots  

of life-emergencies, which will happen all semester long, it would be best not to tell me 

about each emergency.  Simply get the notes from fellow students, and try to get on 

board as best you can.     

  

Classroom Etiquette 
 

I hope we all can interact in a professional and collegial manner.  While it is true that I am an authority in this 

class, my primary goal is to be a guide who leads discussions in which we all learn from each others’ analyses 

of the readings.  However, to do this, we have to treat one another with respect.  What does it mean for me to 

respect you?  I will come to class prepared to lead thoughtful discussions, and I will try to honor each of your 

insights and opinions.    
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What does it mean for you to respect your classmates and teacher?  Please avoid any behavior that distracts 

from our ability to learn: i.e. chatting during class discussions and presentations.  Even if you are chatting 

with your friend about the readings, it can still be rude.  So, please stay tuned-in to the overall, group 

discussions.  In short, please remember that you are not simply an individual unto yourself and the friend 

sitting next to you.  Instead, you are an individual within a community of learners.  Please always keep this in 

mind.       

 

Plagiarism – Serious Stuff that Can Get You in Serious Trouble   
 

Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the 

permanent marking of your college file.   

 

What exactly is plagiarism?  It is either:  
 

1) Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you use 

that person’s ideas).   

           It is good to use this method for paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your own words] (172).   

 

      OR, plagiarism is also:  

 

2) Using someone else’s words without quoting them.   

         Use this method for direct quotations: Thompson wrote, “Yada yada [Thompson’s phrasing] yada yada” (167).  

 

If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always better if you bring it to 

my attention while you are drafting your essay (rather than my discovering something suspicious on my 

own, in your final draft).  Feel free to stop by my office – or the campus writing center – for help in using 

outside sources in your writing.    
 

    ~   ~   ~ 
 

Interested in getting help from the College Writing Center, or from the OWL (Online Writing Lab)?     

Or, maybe you are wondering when the drop-date is for a class?  Or, perhaps you think you might have a 

disability or impairment that will hinder your ability to learn?  For more information on any of these issues, 

please go to the following DSC web site:  http://new.dixie.edu/reg/syllabus/         

 

At this site, you will receive important, helpful information that can help you in all of your classes.    

 

 

 ~    ~    ~    ~  

 

 

Interested in knowing more details about the specific goals and objectives of this class?  The next page 

is taken from the English Department’s website:   
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English 2200 – Introduction to Literature  
 

Overall English Department Mission Statement  
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of 

language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political contexts. 

Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as 

learning how to produce focused critical essays.  

Emphasis Mission Statement (Literature)  
Our literature courses seek to broaden and deepen students’ understanding of the unique value of literary 

expression as an aesthetic form that challenges the senses, the intellect, and the imagination. Students also learn 

to appreciate the complex relationship between the aesthetic and intellectual aspects of literature and the culture 

and time in which it was produced.  

Course Description  
Fulfills a General Education Humanities requirement. For all students who would like to increase their 

enjoyment of literature. Provides basic understanding of novels, short stories, poems, plays, and essays. 

Students will learn to read analytically and write critically. FA, SP, SU  

Course Goals:  
Goals to be reached in this course:  

• A knowledge and awareness of the unique value of literary expression as an aesthetic form that challenges the 

senses, the intellect, and the imagination as it offers insight into human values and identity.  

• An understanding of the major authors and movements that have shaped and reflected a variety of historical 

experiences.  

• An ability to analyze literature through written and oral responses, using the basic elements of literature, including 

fiction and dramatic elements, such as plot, setting, and characterization; rhetorical figures, such as metaphor, 

symbol, irony, paradox, and metonymy; and basic linguistic elements, such as diction, tone, syntax, and parts of 

speech, where appropriate.  

• An awareness of the power of literature to contribute to human understanding.  

 

Course Learning Outcomes  
Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

• Explain, critique, and identify major forms, genres, and themes found in literature texts, as well as identifying and 

explaining basic literary elements.  

• Identify and synthesize similarities as well as differences in the literature found across cultures.  

• Read the texts of authors considered to be canonical and foundational to literature studies.  

• Write both critical and informal essays about literature.  

 

Methods of Assessment:  

Formative Assessment Methods  
Quizzes: Students will periodically take quizzes, preparation checks, and/or tests to assess whether or not they 

are reading the material.  

Mid-term Exam: Students will also take a mid-term exam to assess their understanding of literary concepts, and 

to test their ability to apply those concepts to the specific works they have read. Exams will be returned 

promptly with instructor feedback.  

Essay: Each student will also write a critical essay illustrating how major authors use aspects and techniques of 

fiction/poetic elements. Essays will be returned promptly with instructor feedback.  

Summative Assessment Methods  
Final Exam: At the end of the semester, students will take a cumulative final exam to assess their ability to 

synthesize concepts and course material.  

Value-Added Assessment Method  
Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which their learning 

has increased during the semester. This will be a multiple-choice (scantron) test.   
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Self-Appraisal Sheet       Name: ________________________________ 
 

 

 

Note:   
To determine your grade at any point in the semester, simply divide the number of points earned by 

the number of possible points up to that moment in the semester.   
 

(Example:  85 divided by 100 = .85 = 85% = B)  
 

 

 

To keep track of your grade, fill this out every few weeks.
 

 

 

 

 

 

Once-a-Week version of the course:   

 

Assignment:  Points Possible:       Points Earned: 
 

 

 

Preparation Check 1   30  _____     
 

    photocopied ex. of rhythm           15 
 

Preparation Check 2   30  _____        

Preparation Check 3   30  _____         

Preparation Check 4   30  _____   

Preparation Check 5   30  _____ 

Preparation Check 6   30  _____ 

Preparation Check 7   30  _____   

Preparation Check 8   30  _____   
 

    final 2/3 of The Stranger    40 
 

Preparation Check 9   30  _____     

Preparation Check 10  30  _____       
 

Midterm Exam     45  _____       

Final Exam      65  _____       

Research Paper     70  _____    

 

 

 
                      Your total points earned:  _______ (out of 430 points possible)    

 

 


