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U.S. American Literature, II  

   Eng. 2410 – Civil War to the Present – 3 credits                       Dr. Brad Barry – Spring 2011 

 

Syllabus and Course Requirements 
  

Books for the Course:       
 

Note:   For the first book listed, please get that exact version (see the ISBN).  For the others, I have listed the  

versions available at the bookstore.   
 

 The Rise of Silas Lapham by William Dean Howells, Penguin edition – ISBN: 0-14-039030-8   
 Norton Anthology of American Literature – Shorter 7th Ed, Vol. 2, 1865-present – ISBN: 978-0-393-93055-9  

 American Short Stories. Eds. Hitchcock & Kouidis – 8th Ed – ISBN: 978-0-321-48489-5     
  

Week 1 - Jan 10   
Monday: 

 Preview of the course / 7 key questions to ask when reading fiction   

– For Wednesday, carefully read the syllabus (and jot down any questions you have)  

Wednesday:  

 Dept. assessment   

 Discussion of syllabus  

 Realism & its relationship to American romanticism  
– If we have time:  Bruce Holland Rogers‘ ―The Last Unseen Window in the Last Unseen Car‖ (photocopied) 

 

Note:  Please read the homework assignment prior to the listed day (so that we can discuss it on that day).   
 

                      N = Norton Anthology (bookstore version)      A = American Short Stories (bookstore version)   
 

Friday:   

 Continue discussion of the transition between American romanticism and realism.   

 Langston Hughes: ―Thank you, Ma‘m‖ (A 347-349)  – remember the 7 key questions  

 Herman Melville (poems):  ―Utilitarian...‖  ―Shiloh‖  ―House-top‖  ―Art‖  (photocopied)    
 

Week 2 - Jan 17 
Monday: 

  Holiday (no class)  - use some of this time to get a head start on Davis‘ ―Life in the Iron-Mills‖ 

Wednesday: 
 begin Rebecca Davis‘ ―Life in the Iron-Mills‖ (photocopied – pgs 1191-1205) – remember the 7 key questions 

 Robert Frost:  ―Mowing‖ (N 777)  ―Mending Wall‖ (N 777)   ―Out, Out—‖ (N 786)       

Friday: 

 finish Rebecca Davis‘ ―Life in the Iron-Mills‖ (photocopied: 1206-1217) – remember the 7 key questions 

 R. Frost: (N 787 etc) ―Nothing Gold Can Stay‖ ―Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening‖ ―Design‖ 

 Elizabeth Bishop: ―In the Waiting Room‖ (N 1229)    
 

Week 3 - Jan 24 
Monday: 

 Mary Freeman: ―The Revolt of ‗Mother‘‖ (A 148-159)   

Wednesday: 

 Emily Dickinson: ―Much Madness is Divinest Sense‖ (N 90), ―A narrow Fellow in the Grass‖ (92),   

―I started Early – Took my Dog‖ (N 90), ―Because I could not Stop for 

Death‖ (N 88), ―Tell all the Truth but tell it Slant‖ (N 93).   
Friday:  

 John Cheever: ―The Swimmer‖ (A 406-413)   

 Amy Lowell: ―Venus Transiens‖ (N 759)     
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Week 4 - Jan 31 
Monday: 

 Susan Glaspell: ―Trifles‖ (N 792-801)      

Wednesday:  

 Stephen Crane: ―The Blue Hotel‖ (A 209-229)      
Friday: 

 William Dean Howell‘s The Rise of Silas Lapham – Chapters 1-4  

 

Week 5 - Feb 7 
Monday:   

 William Dean Howell‘s The Rise of Silas Lapham – Chapters 5-8 

Wednesday: 

 William Dean Howell‘s The Rise of Silas Lapham – Chapters 9-12  

Friday: 

 William Dean Howell‘s The Rise of Silas Lapham – Chapters 13-16  

 

Week 6 - Feb 14 
Monday:  

 William Dean Howell‘s The Rise of Silas Lapham – Chapters 17-20  

Wednesday: 

 William Dean Howell‘s The Rise of Silas Lapham – Chapters 21-24 

Friday: 

 William Dean Howell‘s The Rise of Silas Lapham – Chapters 25-27   

 At the end of this class, you will receive Part A of the Midterm Exam (the take-home essay) 

– This typed essay is due Thursday of Week 7, by 9 a.m.  See handout for more details.      

 

Week 7 - Feb 21   

Monday:  

  Holiday (no class)  

Wednesday: 

 MLA reminders  

 How to study for Part B of the Midterm Exam.    

 A chance for 1-on-1 help if you have not yet completed the essay.  

Friday: 

 Midterm Exam - Part B (The in-class short-answer portion of the test.)    
 

Week 8 – Feb 28  
Monday: 

 Ambrose Bierce: ―An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge‖ (N: 300-306)   

Wednesday: 

 Charles Chesnutt: ―The Passing of Grandison‖ (A: 161-172 ) 

 Consider getting a head start on Friday‘s story by Richard Wright 

Friday: 

 Richard Wright:  ―Big Boy Leaves Home‖ (A 361-392)  

 Claude McKay: ―The Lynching‖ (N 970)  & ―If We Must Die‖ (N 970)    
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Week 9 - Mar 7 
Monday:                   

 Booker T. Washington: Bio and ―Up from Slavery‖ (N 452-457)     

 W.E.B. Du Bois: ―Of Mr. Booker T. Washington and Others‖ [N 1st 3 paragraphs (559) & 564-568]  

 - Focus on his lists of contentions with Washington:  Why does he have those disagreements?   

Wednesday: 

 Charlotte Perkins Gilman: ―The Yellow Wall-Paper‖ (A 186-198)     

Friday: 

 William Faulkner: ―A Rose for Emily‖ (N 1042)    

 E. E. Cummings: (N 998 ff) ―in Just-‖ ―O sweet spontaneous‖ (998) ―somewhere i have never traveled‖ (1001) 
 

 

 

        *   *    *  Wondering what your overall course grade is at this point in the semester?   

Fill out the self-assessment page (see the end of syllabus).               *   *   *   

 

 

 

Week 10  
Mar 14-18 – Spring Break  

 

 

 

Week 11 - Mar 21  

Monday: 

 F. Scott Fitzgerald: ―Babylon Revisited‖ (A 310-325)        

Wednesday: 

 Ernest Hemingway: ―Soldier‘s Home‖ (photocopied)     

 begin James Baldwin‘s ―Sonny‘s Blues‖ (A 448-455) 

 Robinson Jeffers: ―Carmel Point‖ (photocopied)   

Friday: 

 finish James Baldwin‘s ―Sonny‘s Blues‖ (A 456-470)  

 Elizabeth Bishop: ―One Art‖ (N 1231)    

 

 

Week 12  - Mar 28  

Monday: 

 Philip Roth: ―Defender of the Faith‖ (N 1495-1515)   

Wednesday: 

 Zora Neale Hurston: ―The Gilded Six-Bits‖ (A 299-308)   

Friday: 

 We will meet in a different location, for DSC‘s Undergraduate Research Conference. 

          - More information to come.  
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Week 13 - Apr 4  
Monday: 

 John Steinbeck: ―Chrysanthemums‖ (A 351-359)     

Wednesday: 

 John Updike: ―A&P‖ (A 499-503)   

Friday:         

 Theodore Roethke: ―My Papa‘s Waltz‖ (N 1145)         

 Robert Hayden: ―Those Winter Sundays‖ (N 1248)       

 Diana Der-Hovanessian: ―May I Have This Dance?‖ (photocopy)    

 William Carlos Williams: 

o ―The Widow‘s Lament in Springtime‖ (N 835)  

o ―This Is Just to Say‖ (N 839) 
o ―The Dance‖ (not the one in Norton….a different one which I‘ll photocopy for you)   

o In class, we will also look at:  
 W. C. Williams: ―The Red Wheel Barrow‖  

 David Kherdian: ―Our Sparrows‖ (photocopy)   

Week 14 - Apr 11  
Monday: 

 Flannery O‘Connor: ―Revelation‖ (A 472-487)  

Wednesday: 

 Charles Baxter: ―Gryphon‖ (A 592-603)  

Friday:  

 Flannery O‘Connor: ―Parker‘s Back‖  (photocopied) 

 

Week 15 - Apr 18  
Monday: 

 William Saroyan‘s ―Seventy Thousand Assyrians‖ (photocopied)    

Wednesday: 

 Raymond Carver: ―Cathedral‖ (N 1557-1567)  

Friday: 
 Zitkala Sa: bio & ―Impressions of an Indian Childhood‖ (N bio and 662-669)    

 

Week 16 - Apr 25     
Monday: 

 Sherman Alexie: ―This is What it Means to Say Phoenix, AZ‖  (A 731-740)      

Wednesday: 

 final literary concepts / how to study for the final exam / student-led review for the final exam  
 

~   ~   ~   ~    
 

Friday: 

 Final Exam: Monday, May 2, 7:30 – 9:30 a.m.   
 

 

 

 

Other important dates for your planning calendar:      

Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  (no class) . . . . . .  Monday, Jan. 17 

Presidents Day (no class) ………………….…...….  Monday, Feb. 21  

Semester Break…………… . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mon-Fri, Mar. 14-18     

Final Exam Week: Fri-Thurs  4/29-5/5   
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Instructor:     Dr. Brad Barry   
 

Office:      222 McDonald Center     

Office Phone:     652-7819  (Aside from office-hour visits, phone is the best way to get in touch with me.)   

 

Office Hours:     Mon/Wed/Fri: 9:00 – 10:00 a.m.   
   Mon/Wed: 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.      

   I‘m also available by appointment if the above options do not work for you   

 

E-mail:   barry@dixie.edu                  

   If you e-mail me, be sure to put the following 2 things in the subject line:  
your name - English 2410. This will help your message stand out from the junk mail.     

 

Writing Center: Browning Building (bottom floor-below testing cntr), 652-7743, (see web site for hours)    

Browning Library: Next to Browning Building – check campus web page for hours and services    

Class Location: MCD 206    

Course Prerequisite:   None  

 

Course Description and Objectives: 
 

This is going to be a great course.  During this course, we are going to immerse ourselves in some fantastic 

and important literature that will enrich our lives and worldviews.  We are going to read and discuss essays, 

poems and stories that will affirm, challenge and transform the ways we think about and perceive life and 

American history.  And, if this course is a success, the readings might also improve the ways we live our lives.   

 

In this course, you will survey a variety of literature, from the novels and short stories of the realists, to the 

influential works of the modernists, to the postmodernists and other contemporary writers.  You will also 

engage in common practices of reading, interpreting and writing about literature – all the while exploring and 

addressing questions of literary form and genre, the relationship between literary works and the cultures that 
produce them, and how and why we read.   
 

Upon completing this course, you will have improved your ability to: 
 Enjoy, appreciate, and evaluate representative novels, short stories, poems, plays, and speeches.   

 Think and write critically about literature.     
 Understand and analyze aspects of fiction, including plot, setting, characterization, theme and point of view. 

 Understand and analyze fiction/poetic elements and techniques, such as figurative language, imagery, 

metaphors, similes, sound, and meter.    

 Share your insights during class discussions.     

 

Preparation Checks 
 

Most of you are in this course because you want to be, and because you enjoy reading and learning.      

Out of your own nature, you will come to each class having read the material, and you will gladly join the 

discussions.  If that‘s the case, this class will likely be a great experience for you. 

 

Occasionally, however, a few students sign up for this class with very different motivations: they would 

rather only read on an occasional basis, and try to ―float by‖ (or sneak by) the rest of the time.  Perhaps 

such students have had prior English courses where they could skip much of the reading, sound brilliant 
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―on the fly‖ during class discussions, and still get a good grade.  If you are such a student, please know 

that this will not be one of those courses.   

 

So, as a way of honoring students who read, I will use many in-class preparation checks.  These ―prep 

checks‖ will be in a variety of forms: on-the-spot reading responses, prep-check quizzes, etc.  They will 

usually (not always) be at the very beginning of class – so it is important to attend class punctually, and 

remain for the duration of each class.     

 

Now, I know that life gets complicated.  You (or a loved-one) might get sick, your car might break down, 

or you might get an urgent phone call just before class.  No problem.  At the end of the semester, I will 

toss the two lowest prep-check grades.  So, wisely use these two ―freebies.‖       
 

Can You Turn in a Late Essay?   

 

Essays submitted late will be penalized a full letter grade for each 24-hour period.  If for some reason you 

have a legitimate emergency arise, let me know about it as soon as possible (and we‘ll discuss how we can 

best work out a reasonable solution).   

 
What Will it Take to Get a Good Grade in this Course?   
 

 Arrive on time to class (and stay for the entire session).   
 Bring to class: a) some good insights/connections between readings, and/or b) some good questions.   

 Craft well-written essays for your midterm and your final exam.   

 Stay in tune with the overall class discussions (i.e. avoid 1-on-1 chatting with those sitting around 

you).  Read actively instead of passively.  What does this mean?      
o Be willing to write on the readings.  Write your thoughts, questions, agreements, and/or 

objections in the margins of the books.  (You may have to ignore that haunting memory of your 

second-grade teacher‘s voice threatening to send you to the principal‘s office.)    
o With the novels and the longer stories, draw character trees (and use arrows to keep track of 

how the characters fit together).  This will help you understand what‘s happening, and why.   

 

Attendance and Tardiness 
 

I‘ll say the obvious: attendance is important.  Be here.  You will learn more, which will help your scores on 

the preparation checks, essays and tests.     

 
However, I realize that life gets complicated and you might be late to a few classes, or even miss a few classes 

altogether.  If this happens, simply communicate with me (as soon as possible) so that I can give you any 

missed info and/or assignments.  This will help you come prepared to the following class.     

 

Classroom Etiquette 
 

I hope we all can interact in a professional and collegial manner.  While it is true that I am an authority in this 
class, my primary goal is to be a guide who leads discussions in which we all learn from each others‘ analyses 

of the readings.  However, to do this, we have to treat one another with respect.  What does it mean for me to 

respect you?  I will come to class prepared to lead thoughtful discussions, and I will try to honor each of your 

insights and opinions.      
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What does it mean for you to respect your classmates and teacher?  Please avoid any behavior that distracts 

from our ability to learn: i.e. chatting during class discussions and presentations.  Even if you are chatting 

with your friend about the readings, it is still rude.  So, please stay tuned-in to the overall, group discussions.  

In short, please remember that you are not simply an individual unto yourself and the friend sitting next to 

you.  Instead, you are an individual within a community of learners.  Please always keep this in mind.       

 

Plagiarism – Serious Stuff that Can Get You in Serious Trouble   
 

Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also result in the 

permanent marking of your college file.   

 

What exactly is plagiarism?  It is either:  
 

1) Using someone else‘s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you use 

that person‘s ideas).   

           It is good to use this method for paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your own words] (172).   

 

      OR, plagiarism is also:  

 

2) Using someone else‘s words without quoting them.   

         Use this method for direct quotations: Thompson wrote, “Yada yada [Thompson’s phrasing] yada yada” (167).  

 

If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always better if you bring it to 

my attention while you are drafting your essay (rather than my discovering something suspicious on my 

own, in your final draft).  Feel free to stop by my office – or the campus writing center – for help in using 

outside sources in your writing.    
 

    ~   ~   ~ 
 

Interested in getting help from the College Writing Center, or from the OWL (Online Writing Lab)?     

Or, maybe you are wondering when the drop-date is for a class?  Or, perhaps you think you might have a 

disability or impairment that will hinder your ability to learn?  For more information on any of these issues, 

please go to the DSC web site.  On the campus website, you can receive important, helpful information that 

will help you in all of your classes.    

 
 

 

 

 

Would you like more information about the detailed objectives of this course?  The following is from the 

English Department‘s website:  
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English 2410 – American Literature, II (Civil War to the Present)   
 

Overall English Department Mission Statement  
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of 

language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political contexts. 

Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as 

learning how to produce focused critical essays.   

Emphasis Mission Statement (Literature)  
Our literature courses seek to broaden and deepen students‘ understanding of the unique value of literary 

expression as an aesthetic form that challenges the senses, the intellect, and the imagination.  Students also learn 

to appreciate the complex relationship between the aesthetic and intellectual aspects of literature and the culture 

and time in which it was produced.    

Course Description  
This course will introduce students to some of the major writers and works in American literature.  Students will 

survey a variety of literature, from the novels and short stories of the realists, to the influential works of the 

modernists, to the postmodernists and other contemporary writers.  The course will engage students with 

common practices in reading, interpreting and writing about literature, and it will address questions of literary 

form and genre, the relationship between literary works and the cultures that produce them, and how and why 

we read.  3 lecture hours per week.  

Course Goals:   
     Goals to be reached in this course:  

 A knowledge and awareness of the importance and scope of American literature for the time period covered.   

 An understanding of the major authors and major movements of American literature for the time period 

covered.   

 An ability to analyze literature through written and oral responses.    

Course Learning Outcomes 
      Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

 Demonstrate knowledge of the major authors and movements covered in this survey.   

 Analyze elements of fiction, including plot, setting, characterization, theme and point of view. 

 Demonstrate an understanding of fiction/poetic elements and techniques, including figurative language, 

symbols, imagery, metaphors, similes, and sound.     

Methods of Assessment:  

     Formative Assessment Methods  
Quizzes: Students will periodically take quizzes, preparation checks, and/or tests to assess whether or not they 

are reading the material.   

Mid-term Exam: Students will also take a mid-term exam to assess their understanding of literary concepts, and 

to test their ability to apply those concepts to the specific works they have read.  Exams will be returned 

promptly with instructor feedback.    

Essay:  Near the middle of the term, each student will also write a typed take-home essay demonstrating his or 

her knowledge of how major authors use aspects and techniques of fiction/poetic elements.  Essays will 

be returned promptly with instructor feedback.  

     Summative Assessment Methods   
Final Exam: At the end of the semester, students will take a cumulative final exam to assess their ability to 

synthesize concepts and writers.   

Essay: Students will also write an end-of-the-term essay in which they reflect upon and analyze concepts and 

authors spanning the duration of the entire semester.  This essay could be a typed take-home essay or an 

in-class essay embedded within the final exam.   

     Value-Added Assessment Method  
Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which their learning 

has increased during the semester.  This will be a multiple-choice (scantron) test, with a few questions 

that require paragraph-written responses.    
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Self-Appraisal Sheet       Name: ________________________________ 
 

Note:   
To determine your grade at any point in the semester, simply divide the number of points earned by 

the number of possible points up to that moment in the semester.   
 

(Example:  85 divided by 100 = .85 = 85% = B)  
 

 

To keep track of your grade, fill this out every few weeks.
 

 

 

 

 

Assignment:  Points Possible:       Points Earned: 
 

Preparation Check 1   15  _____   

Preparation Check 2   15  _____        

Preparation Check 3   15  _____         

Preparation Check 4   15  _____ 

Preparation Check 5   15  _____   

Preparation Check 6   15  _____ 

Preparation Check 7   15  _____   

Preparation Check 8   15  _____ 

Preparation Check 9   15  _____   

Preparation Check 10  15  _____ 

Preparation Check 11  15  _____ 

Preparation Check 12  15  _____ 

Preparation Check 13  15  _____ 

Preparation Check 14  15  _____   

Preparation Check 15  15  _____ 

Preparation Check 16  15  _____ 

Preparation Check 17  15  _____ 

Preparation Check 18  15  _____ 

Preparation Check 19  15  _____ 

Preparation Check 20  15  _____ 

Preparation Check 21  15  _____     

Preparation Check 22  15  _____ 
 

Toss your two lowest-scoring prep checks (for a total of 300 points possible on the prep checks).    
 

Midterm Exam   40  _____       

Essay (midterm take-home) 20  _____ 

 

Final exam     85  _____   

 

 
  Your total points earned:  _______ (out of 445 points possible)      


