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Advanced Writing—English 3030 (3 credits)                        Dr. Brad Barry – Summer 2011 
 

Syllabus and Course Requirements 
 

 

Week         Assignment Description       
 

 

Week 1 – May 31 / June 1 & 2  – The Memoir Essay  

Tuesday:  

 Introduction of course:   

o Its genres, or modes, and how format changes with each change in purpose and audience   

 Introduction to first essay assignment     

 In-class analysis of published samples  

 Discussion of craft techniques (in light of above)   

 Zinsser’s ―Non-Fiction as Literature‖ (pg. 95)  

Wednesday: 

 Analysis of the assigned readings (i.e. published sample essays) for this unit. 

 More discussion of rhetorical strategies for this type of essay 

 In addition to the samples for this style of essay, read Zinsser’s ―Unity‖ (pgs. 49-53)    

Thursday: 

 Arrive to class having read Zinsser’s ―Clutter‖ (pgs. 12-16) 

 Grammar, punctuation and style instruction  

 Craft-strategy guidelines (and requirements) 

o Review of above craft techniques in light of prior sample essays 

 In-class planning & pre-writing - plan to brainstorm and pre-write by hand (or computer, if you like)  

 1-on-1 topic discussion and verification with professor  
 

 

Week 2 – June 7, 8, 9  – The Memoir Essay 

Tuesday:  

 Arrive to class having read Zinsser’s ―Simplicity‖ (6-11) and ―The Audience‖ (24-31)  

 Free-written draft of your own essay is due today (bring 1 typed printout to class) 

 Final craft-strategy tips 

 Sample essays from prior students 

 In-class revising and editing based on above (feel free to bring & use laptop for this) 

Wednesday: 

 First ½ of class: First draft due (print 3 copies for peer-workshop session – be on time to class!) 

 Second ½ of class: 1-on-1 meetings with prof. (in McD 222) to receive extra help with 1st drafts 

Thursday: 

 Computer-Class Day (either McD 111 or Smith Computer Center – to be announced) 

o Keep in mind that the final-draft packet is due on this day by 5:15 p.m. in McD 222 

 So bring your most up-to-date digital version (and its back-up) to this class 

o I will likely be teaching another class when you arrive at my office to turn in your essay, so 

slide your clipped final-draft packet under my office door.     
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Week 3 -  June 14, 15, 16  – The Rhetorical Analysis Essay 

Tuesday:  

 Reflections on writing effective memoirs (in-class freewriting)   

 Introduction to this new essay assignment 

 In-class analysis of speech(es) to be analyzed for this assignment  

 Discussion of craft techniques (in light of above)   

Wednesday: 

 Analysis of the assigned readings (i.e. published sample essays/speeches to analyze for this unit). 

 More discussion of rhetorical strategies for this type of essay 

Thursday: 

 Grammar, punctuation and style instruction 

 Craft-strategy guidelines (and requirements) 

o Review of above craft techniques in light of prior sample essays 

 In-class planning & pre-writing - plan to brainstorm and pre-write by hand (or computer, if you like)  

 Parameters for final essay topics (see Wednesday of next week).     

 1-on-1 topic discussion and verification with professor 
 

 

 

 

 

Week 4 -  June 21, 22, 23 – The Rhetorical Analysis Essay 

Tuesday:  

 Free-written draft due (bring 1 typed printout to class) 

 Final craft-strategy tips 

 Sample essays from prior students 

 In-class revising and editing based on above (feel free to bring & use laptop for this) 

Wednesday: 

 First ½ of class: First draft due (print 3 copies for peer-workshop session – be on time to class!) 

 Second ½ of class: 1-on-1 meetings with prof. (in McD 222) to receive extra help with 1st drafts 

o During this meeting, share with me your three possible topics for the final essay.   

Thursday: 

 Computer-Class Day (Final-draft packet—clipped—is due by 5:15 p.m. in McD 222)   
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Week 5 – June 28, 29, 30 – The Satire (Cultural Critique) Essay 

Tuesday:  

 Reflections on writing effective rhetorical analyses (in-class freewriting)   

o If you are going to revise Essay 1 or 2 (optional), then be sure to meet with me this week.  

That revision is due Tuesday of Week 6, so make an appointment with me today.    

 On this day, I will ask you to commit to a topic for the final essay (The Feature/Profile Essay) 

 Zinsser’s ―Style‖ (17-23)  

 Introduction to this new essay assignment: Satire (i.e. cultural critique)   

 In-class analysis of published samples  

 Discussion of craft techniques (in light of above)   

Wednesday: 

 Analysis of the assigned readings (i.e. published sample essays) for this unit. 

 More discussion of rhetorical strategies for this type of essay 

Thursday: 

 Grammar, punctuation and style instruction  

 Zinsser: 207 - 213 (the first section only of his chapter ―Humor‖)  

 Craft-strategy guidelines (and requirements) 

o Review of above craft techniques in light of prior sample essays 

 In-class planning & pre-writing - plan to brainstorm and pre-write by hand (or computer, if you like)  

 1-on-1 topic discussion and verification with professor 

 

 

 

Week 6 -  July 5, 6, 7 – The Satire (Cultural Critique) Essay 

Tuesday:  

 Free-written draft due (bring 1 typed printout to class) 

 Final craft-strategy tips 

 Sample essays from prior students 

 In-class revising and editing based on above (feel free to bring & use laptop for this) 

Wednesday: 

 First ½ of class: First draft due (print 3 copies for peer-workshop session – be on time to class!) 

 Second ½ of class: 1-on-1 meetings with prof. (in McD 222) to receive extra help with 1st drafts 

 Be thinking of (and trying to commit to) a topic for the final essay: The Profile.   

o What person or place will you profile?   

o Keep in mind that it will require an extensive interview and/or observation.    

Thursday: 

 Computer-Class Day (Final-draft packet is due by 5:15 p.m. in McD 222)   

 Since you have already committed to a topic for your final essay (the Profile Essay), use the 

weekend to solidify your interview day and time (and do your detailed walk-through, if you are 

profiling a place).   
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Week 7 -  July 12, 13, 14 – The Profile Essay (i.e. the Feature Essay)     

Tuesday:  

 Reflections on writing effective satires (in-class freewriting)   

 Zinsser’s ―Writing about People: The Interview‖ (100-115)  Tip: Read & understand his 15 tips! 

 Finish the introduction of this new, final-essay assignment  

o In-class analysis of published samples  

o Discussion of craft techniques (in light of above)  

Wednesday: 

 Zinsser’s ―Business Writing‖ (165-177)   

o Business Writing (writing on the job / direct & indirect structures / workplace reports) 

o The relationship between ethics and writing  

 Zinsser’s ―The Lead & The Ending‖ (Chapter 9)   

 Analysis of the assigned readings (i.e. published sample essays) for this unit. 

 Bring to this class a typed list of interview questions (wherein you follow Zinsser’s interview tips)  

o If you are profiling a place, also bring a list of categories of details that you’ll examine.  What does 

this mean?  Think of criteria that make that type of place effective or ineffective (in any city).    

Thursday:  

 Craft-strategy tips for this type of essay    

 A sample essay or two from prior students  

 Publishing your work (part A)   

 If you have not conducted (and finished) your primary research, do so by Friday of this week.   

 For Tuesday of next week: 

o Complete your primary research (ideally, no later than Friday of Week 7)   

o Complete a draft of your essay (and staple three print-outs for Tuesday’s class)  

o Using tips from this Thursday’s class, find 2-3 possible publications for each of your two 

send-off essays (and read each publication’s submission requirements).     

 If we have time at the end of this day’s class: 1-on-1 help with any of the above  
 

Week 8 -  July 19, 20, 21 – The Profile Essay (i.e. the Feature Essay)     

Tuesday:  

 Final craft-strategy tips   

 Another sample essay or two from prior students  

 Publishing your work (part B)   

 Workshops with your first-drafts of the Profile Essay (bring 3 print-outs)   

 In-class revising and 1-on-1 help (feel free to bring a laptop, though it’s not required) 

Wednesday: 

 This is our last ―normal‖ day of class, as the next class is the final exam.  So, on this Wednesday, 

we will meet in a computer classroom (either McD 111 or the Smith Computer Center – to be 

announced).  Bring to class your latest digital draft (and its back-up), as well as the process stages 

and document clip.  Why?  On this day we will:   

o Discuss what to bring to the final exam  

o Examine the grading guide for this final essay  

o Work on finishing the essay (which is due either at the end of class, or by 5:15 p.m. on this day).   

Thursday (Final Exam): 

 Celebrations of your best writing  

 Collection of your send-off verifications (see handout from prior class)   

 Departmental post-test (cumulative reflection)     
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Instructor:     Dr. Brad Barry    
Office:      222 McDonald Center   

Office Phone:     652-7819   

 Office Hours:     - Tues/Wed/Thur: 12:20 – 12:50 p.m.  &  4:50 – 5:20 p.m.  

   - Note: I’m also available other days/times (by appointment). Feel free to contact me.     

 

E-mail:   barry@dixie.edu   

   If you e-mail me, be sure to put the following 2 things in the subject line:  

your name - English 3030.  If you don’t, my computer’s junk-mail rules may 

automatically delete your e-mail before I get a chance to see it.   

 

Class Location: McD 207 (and occasionally in a computer classroom)   

Course Prerequisite:   Passing grades in English 1010 and 2010 (Also, see ―Note‖ below.)   

Browning Library: Next to Browning Building – check campus web page for hours and services    

 
What will you need for this course?    
  

- William Zinsser’s On Writing Well (30th Anniversary Edition) ISBN: 0-06-089154-8 

- A Dixie College e-mail account (dmail)   

- An official Dixie College computer username and password (so that you can use the computers on campus) 

- 2 flash memory sticks (feel free to use ones you already own)  
           Consider labeling them “Original” and “Back Up” -- and put your name, phone & e-mail on them!  

- 5 "wing" document clips  

- a mini stapler (optional, but highly recommended)   

 
What will this course be like?    
 

 Note: This course is not English 3010 (Writing in the Professions) for business and computer majors. 

If you are an Integrated Studies major with an emphasis in business, you also may want to 

take English 3010 rather than this course.      

 

 As mentioned in the course catalog, English 3030 is required of all English majors (and others who wish 

to expand their writing abilities).  This course will expand and deepen your skills in writing, critical reading, and 

critical thinking – all within a variety of rhetorical contexts.  You will get to learn from rhetorical theory and 

through practical application, and you will also learn to effectively recognize and model diverse writing styles by 

analyzing various audiences, writing purposes, and documents.  This course will also help you develop and refine 

your voice and style – and with that, an ability to thrive as an English major who can write captivating essays for 

academic and non-academic contexts (and also for possible publication).   

 

 To help achieve these goals, you will get to write several persuasive, expository essays.  However, please 

keep in mind that I assume your two prior composition courses have given you extensive training and practice in 

analytical, source-synthesis, research writing.  So, in addition to having you write persuasive, expository essays, 

this course will also give you exposure to modes and styles of writing that you may not have had the chance to 

explore in your general education composition courses.  A few of these forms are: rhetorical analysis, literary 

non-fiction, analytical critique, literary satire, professional (business) writing, and literary journalism (the profile 

essay, or feature piece).       
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What, more specifically, are the official goals, outcomes and assessments for this course? 
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Our Writing Workshops (and Your Revision of Essays):   
 

 While extensive revision is mandatory for all of the essays, the goal is for you to write and revise them 

before you share your workshop drafts (and before you submit final drafts to me).  As you revise your essays-in-

progress, I encourage you to take advantage of my office hours (or schedule an appointment if those hours don’t 

work for you) and to call me with questions.  I’m happy to help at any stage of the writing process!     

 

 In addition, you may revise one of the first two essays once more after its original grade.  In order to 

take advantage of this extra revision opportunity, you must fulfill the following requirements:   
   

             1)  Make an appointment with me so we can discuss why your essay needs revising.  
 

  2) You must have written (and submitted) 3 print-outs of a first draft of the essay for its class  

workshop.  In other words, the extra revision is not a makeup of missed work.  Instead, it 

is intended to help those students who have sincerely (and consistently) wrestled with 

trying to improve their writing.      
     

What will you turn in with each writing assignment?     
 

 Please computer print all drafts which you share with the class, and which you hand in to me.  Also, 

when you hand in final drafts, I like to be able to see how your writing process unfolded during the course of 

composing the essay.  To that end, be sure to save all pre-writing, early drafts and final drafts.  All final and 

revised drafts must be submitted with each previous draft on which your classmates and I have commented.  

When you submit an essay, please clip together the following elements:   
 

    TOP    Best draft 

        Any first draft(s) with my comments  

        First draft(s) with peer comments from workshops 

        Any freewriting you've done 

                  BOTTOM     Any prewriting you've done (and/or topic sheet) 
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 I also encourage you to have at least one back up copy of every draft of every assignment.  This is a 

good idea for two reasons: 1) you may have computer problems and lose entire assignments, and 2) you may 

misplace an assignment or flash drive.  I have seen many students come to tears over both reasons!    
 

Late work?   
 

 All drafts and final versions are due on their announced due dates.  Final drafts submitted late will be 

reduced a full letter grade for each two-day period that it is late.  However, if for some reason a legitimate, life-

altering emergency arises, please let me know as soon as you possibly can.  Other than such severe, life-changing 

emergencies, if you do get sick on the day a paper is due, be sure to have a friend or classmate turn it in for you.  

Since you will have much time to complete the essays, illnesses need not interfere with getting them in on time.   

 

What about the readings?  How do they factor into your grade?    
 

In this course, it will really help to be an active reader.  What does this mean?    
 

 Be willing to write on the readings.  Write your thoughts, questions, and objections in the margins of what 

you read.  In your mind, have conversations with the authors about what they say, and how they say it.     

This often makes the difference between getting a lot out of this course and not getting much (and sometimes 

between getting the grade you want and not getting the grade you want).     
 

 Because most of the out-of-class readings consist of short essays, I will expect more from you in terms of 

really wrestling with what these writers say.  So, in addition to reading actively (as explained above) please 

always arrive to class able to point out a few places in each article that jumped out at you, and why those 

passages jumped out at you.  Please also feel free to point out passages with which you disagree (or in which 

you disliked a stylistic choice in terms of how the essay was written).   
 

 Finally, because this a junior-level course, I’ll trust that you are self-motivated, interested students, and that 

you’ll choose to carefully and consistently read the assignments.  However, if by some chance you are a 

student who wants to write brilliant essays, but never read any of the sample essays or advice from the course 

text, please know that such an approach can reduce your grade in the course.  In other words, be willing to 

be a strong writer and a strong reader.     
 

In summary, to do well in this class, attend, do the assignments, and choose to be a self-motivated member of our 

learning community.    

 

Attendance and timeliness:  
 

 It probably goes without saying, but I’ll say it just for the record: please attend all class sessions.  We’re 

going to have some great discussions in this class, you’ll get key information that will help you succeed on 

assignments, and we’ll also have some fun now and then.    

 

 As far as being on time, I know you’re already thoughtful and courteous, and you’ll do what you can to 

be on time.  Please keep in mind, though, this is all the more important on workshop days.  As tempting as it 

might be to use the first twenty minutes of class to finish your draft, such an approach says the following to your 

classmates: ―I won’t help you with your draft, but I’ll eventually show up so that I can receive help from you.‖  

Not good.  Please don’t do this.       
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 Also, I understand that life is sometimes complex and difficult.  People get sick.  Cars break down.  

Certainly, I realize that you may need to miss a class or two.  Nonetheless, keep in mind that when you do miss 

class, you will miss discussions, activities, sample essays, and directions that will help you do well on the essays.  

So if you choose not to be in class on an emergency day, it would be wise to communicate with me so that I can 

help you stay on track.  Though I won’t be able to re-teach class for you in my office, I can quickly review some 

key highlights, and give you any important handouts that you might have missed.   

 

 Finally, to get full credit for one of the most important elements of the course—workshop days—please:  

1) Attend each workshop day, on time.  Avoid the temptation to use the first half-hour of class 

to finish drafting your essay, as this will adversely affect your grade.    

2) Come with a genuine effort—one to which you’ve already given a revision, and have also 

proofread.  In other words, bring a share-able draft of the essay (not a rough draft).     

3) Bring three print-outs of your essay.    

 

Plagiarism – Serious Stuff that Can get You in Serious Trouble:  
  

 Now, all of you are upper-division college students, and most of you are English majors – which means 

you probably like to write.  Therefore, the thought of ever plagiarizing likely sends your blood boiling or makes 

you laugh at the absurdity of the idea.  (You probably also know that you can already write essays three times 

better than most of the junk that can be stolen.)   In light of this, I feel a bit silly including a section on plagiarism 

in an English 3030 syllabus.  However, I need to:  Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing 

any college course, and it can also result in the permanent marking of your college file.  Plagiarism is either: 

 

1) Using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the specific paragraph in which you 

use that person’s ideas).   

            It is good to use this method for paraphrasing:  Jones explains [idea in your own words] (172).   

 

   OR, plagiarism is also:   

 

2) Using someone else’s words without quoting them.   

  Use this method for direct quotations:     Giles wrote, “Yada yada yada” (167).  

 

If you ever feel like you might be unintentionally plagiarizing, please bring it to my attention during a pre-final 

draft—and I’ll be glad to help you out of any murky water.    

 

The College Writing Center:  
 

Though I would prefer you come to me first for help with your essays-in-progress, you can also receive 

help from the college Writing Center.  The Writer Center provides a free service for students desiring additional 

assistance with their writing assignments in all courses.  It is located in the first floor of the Browning Bldg.        

See the DSC web site (or English Dept. web site) for hours and contact information.  
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The OWL - Online Writing Lab:  
 

You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues related to writing, 

and for numerous links to relevant web-sites.  To reach the page, go to the DSC home page, scroll to 

―Academics,‖ select the English Department, then select ―Online Writing Lab.‖     

 

Do you Have a Disability/Impairment?   
 

  If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment, then proper documentation of that 

disability is required in order to receive services or accommodations.  The Center Coordinator and staff can also 

assist you in analyzing your eligibility for services.  Any student eligible for and requesting reasonable academic 

accommodations due to a disability must provide a letter of accommodation to his or her professor from the 

Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes.  Please contact the Center on 

the main campus to follow through with the documentation process.  The center is located in the Student 

Services Center, under the breezeway.  You may also call for an appointment and further information regarding 

the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) at 652-7516.   
 

Use of Your Dmail E-mail Account:   
 

 Important class and college information will be sent to your dmail email account.  This information 

includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of important 

dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC.  Also, sometimes your 

instructor will e-mail your entire class about important assignment and/or class information, and they will use 

students’ dmail accounts to do so.  All DSC students are automatically assigned a dmail email account.  If you 

don’t know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select ―dmail‖ for complete instructions.  

You will be held responsible for information sent to your dmail email, so please check it often.     
 

If You Stop Attending Class: 
 

 If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before the semester’s drop deadline.  

This deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the heading 

―Quick Links.‖  Click on the given semester’s class schedule.     

 

A final note:  
     

 Please remember that it is my job to help you have a successful experience in this course.  If at any 

time you have questions or concerns about the above requirements, please feel free to talk with me.  Again, 

my job is to do everything I can to help you succeed in this class!    
 



  

 

Page 11 of 11 

Self-Appraisal Sheet   Name: ________________________________ 
 

 

Note:   

To determine your grade at any point in the semester, simply divide the number of points 

earned by the number of points possible (up to that moment in the semester).  

    (Example:  80 divided by 100 = .80 = 80% = B-) 
 

 

   To keep track of your grade, fill this out every few weeks.    
 

 

 

Assignment:     Points Possible:   Points Earned:   

 

Workshops (4@10 pts)    40     _____     

Essay 1       70     _____   

Essay 2       70     _____    

Essay 3       70     _____ 

     Optional revision of  

     one of the above - add  

     points increased:         _____ 

Essay 4      90     _____    

Final Exam/Tasks: 

   - Prepared (and on-time) for last-day celebration?   10    _____   

   - Verification of polished send-off materials?          10    _____  

   - Final exam (cumulative reflection post-test)          20    _____   

 

 

Did you prepare for our reading discussions?  

Random prep checks  

        (on readings)     (4 @ 10 pts)     40                  _____    
 

 

 

 

                                                          Your Semester Total (out of 420 points): _____   

 

 
        Which grade = which percentage?   Example:  80-82 = B-      83-86 = B        87-89 = B+  


