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ENGL 2270-40: 
Intro to World Literature I 

CRN: 45194 

Fall 2013 
 

 
Meeting information:  Online 
 
Instructor information:  Suzanne Beasterfield 

Office phone: (435) 652-7895 
Email:  beasterfield@dixie.edu 
Office:  418 HCC 
Office hours:  M/T/W/Th 9:10-10:25 AM or by appointment 
Other contact info:  You may text me at (208) 705-2770.  Be sure to tell me your name and 

which course you are taking.  Please note that I am unlikely to respond at night or on 
Sundays. 

 
Course description: 

Fulfills General Education Literature/Humanities requirement and partially fulfills General Education Global & Cultural 
Perspectives requirement. For all students with an interest in improving their enjoyment of world literature. Introduces 
representative masterpieces from ancient, medieval, and Renaissance literature. Surveys a variety of literary masterpieces 
from all over the world, including ancient Egypt, ancient Greece, India, China, and Japan. Engages students with common 
practices in reading, interpreting, and writing about literature, and addresses questions of literary form and genre, the 
relationship between literary works and the cultures that produce them, and how and why we read.   Prerequisites:  None 

 
Course fees:   

This class has four exams, which may be taken at the DSU Testing Center or an off-site proctor.  Please be aware that proctors 
usually charge fees for their services.  (The DSU Testing Center will NOT charge you to take tests for this class.) 

 
Required materials: 

Textbook:  Norton Anthology of World Literature, Shorter 3
rd

 Edition.    
ISBN:  9780393919608 
 
Computer:  You MUST have access to MS Word and to the internet to complete this class.  All 

assignments will be submitted on Canvas using MS Word. 
 

   
Overall English Department Mission Statement: 

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of language and 
literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political contexts. Students who major in 
English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and  other media, as well as learning how to produce focused  critical 
essays.  

 
Emphasis Mission Statement (Literature):  

Our literature courses seek to broaden and deepen students’ understanding of the unique value of literary expression as an 
aesthetic form that challenges the senses, the intellect, and the imagination. Students  also learn to appreciate the complex 
relationship between the aesthetic and intellectual aspects of literature and the culture and time in which it was produced.  
 

Identity verification: 
This is an online course which requires verification of your identity through the use of proctored assignments and/or tests. In 
this course, there are 4 tests that meet this requirement.  The student will receive an F in the course if these proctored 
assignments are not completed or are not compatible with coursework submitted throughout the semester.   

 
 
 

mailto:beasterfield@dixie.edu
http://www.amazon.com/Norton-Anthology-World-Literature-Shorter/dp/0393919609/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1374599111&sr=1-1&keywords=norton+anthology+of+world+literature+3rd+edition+shorter
http://www.amazon.com/Norton-Anthology-World-Literature-Shorter/dp/0393919609/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1374599111&sr=1-1&keywords=norton+anthology+of+world+literature+3rd+edition+shorter
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Course objectives and goals to be reached in this course:  

 A knowledge and awareness of the importance and scope of world literature, its influence on later texts, and its 
continuing validity to contemporary human experience.  

 An understanding of the major authors and movements that have shaped and reflected a variety of  historical 
experiences. 

 An ability to analyze world literature through written and oral responses. 
 
Course Learning Outcomes: 

Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to: 

 Explain, critique, and identify major forms, genres, and themes found in world literature texts, both 
western and non-western, as well as identifying and explaining major literary movements for the time 
period covered. 

 Identify and synthesize similarities as well as differences in the literature found across cultures. 

 Read the texts of authors considered to be canonical and foundational to world literature studies. 
 

Grading criteria: 
Your grade will be determined by a percentage of total points earned according to the following scale: 

  Grade scale: 

   A  =  93 - 100%  C =  73 - 76 

A- =  90 – 92   C- = 70-72 

B+ = 87 – 89   D+ = 67-69 

B =  83 – 86   D =  63-66 

B- =  80 - 82   D- = 60-62 

   C+ = 77-79   F =  59 and below 

 

Assignment Points possible  
 
 
 
 

Detailed explanations  
of all assignments will be given on 

Canvas. 
 
 

Discussion posts (26 x 20 pts. each) 520 

Required applications journals:  

Personal intro 20 

Genesis 25 10 

Perfect stranger 20 

Hero 10 

Irony 10 

Tests 1-3 (50, 50, & 60 points) 160 

Final exam (Test 4) 100 

“Adaptation” paper 50 

“Worth Reading” paper 100 

  

Total 1000 

 
Late work policy: 

I do not accept late work except under extreme circumstances.  Got something going on?  The work is still due. 

The “crap shoot contingency”:  It may take me 2-3 days to grade paper.  If you turn in a paper before I grade 
everyone else’s, I won’t count it late.  Why is it a “crap shoot?”  Because I don’t guarantee that you have that 2-3 
days.  I may grade the papers right after the deadline.  But there’s always a chance!   

If the gradebook has a blank space next to an assignment it means I haven’t graded it yet.     

Absences: 
We don’t meet as a class, so no worries about attendance!  Just make sure you meet assignment deadlines. 
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Conflicts on exam dates:  
 If you have a conflict with one of our test dates, please let me know in advance and we can make other arrangements.  
Please note that this is a rather significant inconvenience and your instructor appreciates your attempts to comply with 
posted exam dates.   

 
Missed exams: 

You’ve been given ample advanced notice of exams.  If you miss an exam you will not be allowed to make it up.  
Exceptions will only be granted for life-altering, documentable issues.  No proof of emergency = no make up exam. 

 
Final exam:   

December 9-12 at the Testing Center (or off-site using a proctor).  Test will be 90 questions.  Approximately 50% 
of questions will come from reading/viewing assigned between 11/1 & 12/4.  The other [approximately] 50% will 
come from reading/viewing assigned before November 11

th
.   

 
Important links: 

 Disability Resource Center - dixie.edu/drcenter  

 IT Student Help Desk - dixie.edu/helpdesk  

 Library - library.dixie.edu 

 Testing Center - dixie.edu/testing 

 Tutoring Center - dixie.edu/tutoring 

 Writing Center - dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 

 
Disability statement: 

If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the course you are strongly 
encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located at the North Plaza Building. The disability will be 
evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable accommodations. Phone # 435-652-
7516  

 
Academic integrity:  

In this course you are expected to complete your own work, in your own words.  Much has been written about the 
works we will read this semester, and it is perfectly acceptable to read what others have said.  The catch is that you 
MUST give credit to these authors for their words and even their ideas.  Just make sure you cite your sources—EVERY 
source, every time—and you’ll be fine. 
Please be aware that the potential penalty for plagiarism is an F in the course.  See Academic dishonesty / Academic 

integrity policy for details on the DSU policy.   
 
Dmail: 

You are required to frequently check your Dmail account. Important class and university information will be sent to 
your Dmail account, including DSU bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of 
important dates and deadlines, and other information critical to your success at DSU and in your courses. To access 
your Dmail account, visit go.dixie.edu/dmail. If you do not know your Dmail username or you have forgotten your PIN, 
visit go.dixie.edu/mydixie and follow the respective instructions. 

 
Absences related to college functions: 

We don’t meet as a class and your assignments are posted in advance, so if you have a college-related function 
on a due date, please complete your assignments early.  For more information see Policy for Absences Related to 
College Functions.   

 
Disruptive behavior: 

Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. 
Toward this end, teachers (or college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class 
activities. If a student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of 
disruptive students from their course.  In an online class this means that your communication with your instructor and 
with your peers should be tactful and appropriate.  Please see rules for netiquette.   

 
Important dates to remember http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar  
 

http://dixie.edu/drcenter/
http://dixie.edu/helpdesk/
http://library.dixie.edu/
http://dixie.edu/testing/
http://dixie.edu/tutoring/
http://dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html
http://go.dixie.edu/dmail/
http://go.dixie.edu/mydixie
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar
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ENGL 2270: World Lit I         Fall 2013 

Assignment and Due Date Schedule 

 

Date Reading/viewing due Assignments due 

8/19 M Watch: “Course intro” and “Intro to World Lit” videos 
Read the syllabus 

None  

8/21 W Watch:  “Intro to Gilgamesh” 
Read: Tablets 1 & 2 (pp. 38-50) 

Discussion post 

8/23 F None Personal introduction post  

8/26 M Read:  Egyptian love poems (pp. 26-33) 
Read:  pp. 89-92 [Intro & Genesis] 
Read:  Genesis 1-10 (pp. 94-103) & Genesis 25 (pp. 106-110) 

Things in common  

8/28 W Read:  pp. 121-123 [Historical context] & pp. 125-129 [Odyssey] 
Watch:  Video Sparknotes for The Odyssey part I, part II, and 
part III 
Read:  Odyssey, Book 1 (pp. 178-88) and Book 20 (pp. 412-421) 

Discussion posts 

8/30 F None Application journal:  Genesis 25 

9/02  M Labor Day no assignments due 

9/4 W Read:  Sappho (pp. 467-474) Discussion post 

9/6 F Watch:  “Perfect stranger instructions” Application journal:  Perfect 
stranger post (20 points) 

9/09 M Watch/read:  “Intro to Sophocles” 
Read:  Oedipus the King lines 1050-1746 (pp. 509-525) 

None 
Sample test questions will be 
posted for you today. 

9/11 W None Discussion posts 

9/13 F None Test 1:   
(proctored at Testing Center) 
Covers:  Reading & viewing 
assigned from August 19

th
-

September 13
th

  

9/16 M Watch/read:  “Intro to Virgil” 
Read:  Aeneid, Book II (pp. 598-620) 

None 

9/18 W Watch:  “Intro to ‘Adaptations’ assignment” Discussion posts 

9/20 F Watch:  “Allusion” Application journal:  Allusion 
(optional for extra credit) 

9/23 M Watch/read:  “Intro to Ramayana” 
Read:  Ramayana, Book 2 (pp. 692-699) & Book 6 (pp.719-726) 

None 

9/25 W Watch/Read:  “Intro to Bhagavad-Gita”  
Read:  Bhagavad-Gita (pp. 729-745) 

Discussion posts 

9/27 F Watch:  “What’s a hero?” Application:  Heroes journal 

9/30 M Watch/read:  “Intro to early Chinese lit” 
Read:  Chinese poetry (pp. 759-766) 

None 

10/2 W Read:  Confucius (pp. 770-780) Discussion posts 

10/4 F None Test 2 
(proctored at the Testing Center) 
Covers:  Reading & viewing 
assigned September 16

th
-October 

2
nd

  

10/7  M Read/view:  “Intro to the New Testament” 
Read:  Luke 2 (pp. 819-20), Matthew 5-7 (pp. 821-4) 

Discussion posts 

10/9-11 Fall break No assignments due 

  

http://www.sparknotes.com/sparknotes/video/odyssey-part-1
http://www.sparknotes.com/sparknotes/video/odyssey-part-2
http://www.sparknotes.com/sparknotes/video/odyssey-part-3
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Date Reading/viewing due Assignments due 

10/14 M Read/view:  “Intro to Augustine” 
Read:  Confessions, Book I, III, VI, and VIII (pp. 834-43, 845-50) 

None 

10/16 W Read/view:  “Intro to Qur’An” 
Read: The Qur’An “Joseph,” “Mary,” “The Lord of Mercy,” and “Purity” 
(pp. 875-885) 
Read:  “How to be a perfect stranger:  Islam” [pdf on Canvas] 

Discussion posts 

10/18 F None Adaptations paper due  

10/21 M Read/view:  “Intro to Beowulf” 
Read:  Beowulf: “The Dragon Wakes” & “Beowulf Attacks the Dragon”  
(pp. 940-953) 

None 

10/23 W Read/view:  “Intro to Divine Comedy” 
Read:  Read the introductory paragraph to each Cantos [1-34] (so 
that’s the paragraph on p. 1053 for Canto I, 1057 for Canto II, etc.)  
Then read Cantos III-V (pp. 1060-1070) 

Discussion posts 

10/25 F None Application: (Optional extra credit) 
Perversely appropriate punishments 
for today’s criminals 

10/28 M Read/view:  “Intro to 1001 Nights” 
Read: 1001 Nights, 1

st
-8

th
 Nights (pp. 1187-1197) 

View:  “Worth reading paper intro” 

None 

10/30 W Read/view:  “Intro to Canterbury Tales” 
Read:  “The Wife of Bath’s Tale” (pp. 1240-1249) 

Discussion posts 

11/1 F View:  “Irony” Application:  Irony 

11/4 M Read/view:  “Intro to India’s Classical Age” 
Read:  pp. 1259-1271 

None 

11/6 W Read/view:  “Intro to medieval Chinese lit” 
Read: “Peach Blossom Spring” (pp. 1293-4); “Substance, Shadow, and 
Spirit” (pp. 1297-8); poems of Li Qingzhao (pp. 1341-3) 

Discussion posts 

11/8 F None Test 3 (at the Testing Center) 
Covers:  Reading and viewing assigned 
October 7

th
-November 6

th
  

11/11 M View:  “Intro to Man’yōshū, Kokinshū, and Genji” 
Read: the poem by Princess Nukata and the first poem by Kakinomoto 
no Hitomaro (pp. 1359-60).  Kokinshū (pp. 1372-7).  Genji, Chapter XII, 
“Exile to Suma” (pp. 1463-70) 

None 

11/13 W Read/View:  “Intro to Noh” 
View:  Atsumori:  Final Scene 

Discussion posts 

11/15 F None Application:  [optional extra credit] A 
little something new 

11/18 M Read/view:  “Intro to Sunjata” 
View:  “Sunjata performance” 
Read:  “Childhood of Sunjata” & “Step-brother rivalry…” (pp. 1540-4)   

None 

11/20 W Read/view:  “Intro to Machiavelli” 
Read:  From “Princely Virtues” & “Fortune is a Woman” (pp. 1631-34) 

Discussion posts 

11/22 F None “Worth reading” paper 

11/25  M Read/view:  “Intro to Cervantes” 
Read: Don Quixote, Chapters 2 & 3 (pp. 1680-88) 

Discussion posts 

11/27 W Thanksgiving break No assignments 

11/29 F 

12/2 M Read/view:  “Intro to Hamlet” 
View (or read—your choice!):  Hamlet 

None 

12/4 W Read/view:  “Intro to Popol Vuh” 
Read:  Parts 1-3 (pp. 1906-16) 

Discussion posts  

12/6 F None Application:  [optional extra credit] 
Write your own Shakespearean sonnet 

12/9-12 Final exam at the Testing Center:  Choose your day, but make sure you take it by the 12
th

! 
Test will be 100 questions.  50% of questions will come from reading/viewing assigned between 11/1 & 12/4.  The 
other 50% will come from reading/viewing assigned before November 11

th
.   

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DhSbe4Ctq64
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uotP2-lanZM

