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Children’s Literature 
Syllabus 

Summer 2013

Course:  ENGL 2330-40, CRN 31302 

Credit hours: 3 

 

Instructor:      Suzanne Beasterfield 

 

Phone:   (435) 652-7895   Office:  HCC 418 [That’s the big new building] 

E-mail: beasterfield@dixie.edu   Virtual Office hours:  T/W/Th 3:00-4:00 PM on Canvas chat  

or in person by appointment  

 

Please note:  I answer email once per day Monday-Friday, but my schedule does not allow me to answer at the 

same time every day.  This means that your email may not receive a response for more than 24 hours, 

especially on the weekends.  For urgent business please TEXT me at (208) 705-2770.  Be sure to begin your 

message with your name and the course you are taking.   

 

Meeting information:  Online 

 
General Course Description 

 

For all students who love children and reading or who have an interest in elementary education, child 

development, or parenthood.  Teaches the historical development of children's literature; examines 

literary elements such as characterization, plot, and style; focuses on a broad spectrum of literary 

genre in children's literature, such as realistic  fiction, picture books, poetry, and informational books; 

and acquaints  students with major authors and illustrators of children's literature, past and present.  

Students will create a personal card file of all books and stories read, in addition to tests, quizzes, 

and papers on the textbook readings.  Satisfies general education literature requirement in the 

humanities section as well as program requirements in some elementary education programs. 

 

Objectives and outcomes 

 

 At the conclusion of this course, the successful student will be able to 

 identify the characteristics of quality children’s literature from various literary genres 

 evaluate the quality of children’s literature  

 analyze literary aspects of children’s literature including plot, setting, characterization, 

theme, point of view, and figurative language 

 identify major authors and illustrator’s of children’s literature, past and present; identify 

major milestones in the history of children’s literature 

 discuss current issues relating to children and children’s books 

 select appropriate children’s literature to meet the needs of individual children 

 

  

mailto:beasterfield@dixie.edu
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Required reading  
1. Our textbook:   From Cover to Cover:  Evaluating and Reviewing Children’s Books (revised edition) 

by Kathleen T. Horning [available from the DSC bookstore] 

 

2. Nightjohn by Gary Paulsen [available from the DSC bookstore] 

 

3. Two informational books for children (your choice)   

a. One of thebooks should be meant for K-3rd graders and one meant for 4th-6th graders 

b. One book should be either an Orbis Pictus Award winner or honor book [See 

http://www.ncte.org/awards/orbispictus or 

http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/About/Awards/OP2000-2010.pdf]   

OR a Robert F. Sibert Award winner or honor book [See 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/sibertmedal ] 

 

4. Four traditional stories (myths, legends, tall tales, etc.).  These can be individual books or can be 

taken from collections of stories. (Detailed instructions will be given on Canvas) 

 

5. You will read parts of two poetry books for children:  one anthology [collection of poems by more 

than one poet] and one single author collection. (Detailed instructions will be given on Canvas) 

 

6. Six picture books for children (See the “Checklist for choosing picture books” for more 

information) 

 

7. Read one Geisel award winner or honor book [See 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/geiselaward/geiselawardpastwinners ] 

 

8. You will choose ONE of the following realistic fiction books (the first 8 students to sign up for 

each will get to read them):  

a. Rules by Cynthia Lord 

b. Everything on a Waffle by Polly Horvath 

c. Out of My Mind  by Sharon Draper  

d. Higher Power of Lucky by Susan Patron 

 

9. You will choose ONE of the following fantasy books (the first 8 students to sign up for each will 

get to read them): 

a. Tale of Despereaux by Kate Di Camillo 

b. The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman 

c. Savvy by Ingrid Law 

d. Masterpiece by Elise Broach 

  

http://www.amazon.com/From-Cover-revised-Evaluating-Reviewing/dp/B004Y6MW6Q/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336663495&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/From-Cover-revised-Evaluating-Reviewing/dp/B004Y6MW6Q/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1336663495&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Nightjohn-Gary-Paulsen/dp/0440219361/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1336663467&sr=8-1
http://www.ncte.org/awards/orbispictus
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/About/Awards/OP2000-2010.pdf
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/sibertmedal
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/geiselaward/geiselawardpastwinners
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/222458.Rules
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18576.Everything_on_a_Waffle
http://www.amazon.com/Out-My-Mind-Sharon-Draper/dp/1416971718/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1343235336&sr=8-1&keywords=out+of+my+mind
http://www.amazon.com/Higher-Power-Lucky-Susan-Patron/dp/1416975578/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1343237633&sr=1-1&keywords=higher+power+of+lucky
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/37190.The_Tale_of_Despereaux
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2213661.The_Graveyard_Book
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2133795.Savvy
http://www.amazon.com/Masterpiece-Elise-Broach/dp/0312608705/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1337030641&sr=8-1
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Policies and Information 
 

A calendar with important information concerning drop deadlines, financial aid information, etc. can be 

found at http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar&sid=201230.  Please make sure you are aware of these 

dates.  

Important links:   

 Disability Resource Center - dixie.edu/drcenter  

 IT Student Help Desk - dixie.edu/helpdesk  

 Library - library.dixie.edu 

 Testing Center - dixie.edu/testing 

 Tutoring Center - dixie.edu/tutoring 

 Writing Center - dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 

Disability Statement: 

If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the course you are 

strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located at the North Plaza Building. The 

disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable accommodations. 

Phone # 435-652-7516 M. 

 

Academic integrity: 

Be sure you are familiar with DSC policy regarding academic honesty and integrity: 

Academic dishonesty / Academic integrity policy 

Do your own work for this class.  Don’t use someone else’s ideas or words.  There are many options available to 

instructors for dealing with academic dishonesty.  In my case:  if you are dishonest you will receive a zero for 

the module in question and possibly an F for the class. 

 

Dmail:   

You are required to frequently check your dmail account. Important class and college information will be sent 

to your dmail account, including DSC bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled classes, 

reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other information critical to your success at DSC and in your 

courses. If you don't know how to access your dmail account, go to www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail" from the 

left column. To locate your dmail username and password, go to www.dixie.edu, and click on "Log in to student 

services" (upper right corner). 

 

Final exam: 

Our final exam will take place in the Testing Center.  You may take it any time the Testing Center is open from 

July 16-18.  Go to northeast corner of the North Plaza Building (On the corner of Tabernacle and 1000 East - 

Entrance is located on the east side of the building).  You can get information on their website at 

http://new.dixie.edu/testing/ 

 

If you will not be in St. George during the scheduled exam times you may take the exam off site using an 

approved proctor.   You must make arrangements for the proctor BEFORE JULY 15 using this form: 
http://www.dixie.edu/testing/File/Proctor%20Request%20Form%208-10-11.pdf  
 

http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar&sid=201230
http://dixie.edu/drcenter/
http://dixie.edu/helpdesk/
http://library.dixie.edu/
http://dixie.edu/testing/
http://dixie.edu/tutoring/
http://dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html
https://mail.dixie.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=a849453b4c434187a109260ebe408017&URL=http%3a%2f%2fnew.dixie.edu%2ftesting%2f
http://www.dixie.edu/testing/File/Proctor%20Request%20Form%208-10-11.pdf
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College approved absences: 

Dixie College Policy explains in detail what needs to happen if you anticipate being absent from class because 

of a college-sponsored activity (athletic events, club activities, field trips for other classes, etc.).  Please read 

this information and follow the instructions carefully.  The policy can be found at: 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 

 

Because we do not meet as a class, this policy won’t affect you for this class.  You should plan to submit 

assignments early if you will not be near a computer to complete them on due dates. 

 

Disruptive Behavior: 

Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the classroom environment to ensure a good learning 

climate.  This includes participation in online activities.  Toward this end, teachers (or college security) may 

dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities. If a student's behavior continues to 

disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students from their 

course. 

 

We will be doing several online discussions.  You are expected to follow rules of Netiquette (See 

http://www.lawsofrule.net/netiquette-ground-rules-for-online-discussions/).    

 

Course Requirements 
 

Grading 
 Your grade will be determined by a percentage of total points earned 

according to the following scale: 

 
  Grade scale: 

   A  =  93 - 100%  C =  73 - 76 

A- =  90 – 92   C- = 70-72 

B+ = 87 – 89   D+ = 67-69 

B =  83 – 86   D =  63-66 

B- =  80 - 82   D- = 60-62 

   C+ = 77-79   F =  59 and below 

 

Late Work 
 I normally do not accept late work except under extreme circumstances.   My policy for online courses 

is that I will not count an assignment late if it is posted before I grade the assignment.  That means you can 

gamble on posting something late (so post the assignment ASAP, even if you are late, and you might just get 

credit).  Be forewarned, however, that I reserve the right to grade assignments immediately after they are 

due. 

 

Make sure you check out, purchase locally, or order your books for the class ASAP.  Failure to obtain a 

book on time will NOT exempt you from assignment deadlines. 

https://mail.dixie.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=a849453b4c434187a109260ebe408017&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.dixie.edu%2fhumanres%2fpolicy%2fsec5%2f523.html
http://www.lawsofrule.net/netiquette-ground-rules-for-online-discussions/
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Assignments 

   
The schedule is tentative and while I will try not to change things, your understanding when changes are 

necessary is appreciated.  For detailed instructions on assignments, see “Modules” on Canvas. 

 
Module  Due date Assignments Points 

possible 

1 

 

(Th) 5/30 “Getting to know you” (20 points)  “Earliest memories with books” (20 points),  40 

(F) 5/31 Responses to peers’ Earliest Memories posts 10 

2 (T) 6/4 Informational book summaries (20 points) and analyses (30 points) 50 

3 (F) 6/7 Traditional lit summaries (30 points), Traditional lit evaluations (30 points) 60 

4 (T) 6/11 Poetry summaries (20 points), Poetry analyses (30 points) 50 

5 

 

(F) 6/14 Picture book summaries (40 points) 40 

(T) 6/18  Picture book evaluations (25 points), Elements of design assignment (25 

points) 

50 

6 (F) 6/21 Easy reader and transitional book summary (15 points), Evaluation (30 

points).  Easy reader post (15 points) 

60 

7 (T) 6/25 Realistic Fiction:  Summary (15 points), Discussion posts (30 points), Literary 

elements (25 points) 

70 

8 (F) 6/28 First projects 40 

9  (T) 7/2 Modern Fantasy:  Summary (15 points), Discussion posts (30 points), Literary 

elements (25 points) 

70 

10 (T) 7/9 Historical fiction:  Summary (15 points), Discussion posts (30 points), Theme 

statement (25 points) 

70 

11 (F) 7/12 Formal book reviews 60 

12 

 

(T) 7/16 Final Projects posted  50 

(F) 7/18 Peer review of projects posted  30 

 7/16-7/18 Final exam held at the Testing Center. (Comprehensive.  Closed book.  

Covering the textbook and recorded lectures and notes) 

100 

Total points possible for the course 850 

 
 

 

 

PLEASE talk to me if you have questions or concerns.  I want you to be 

successful in the class—which means I won’t “bargain” for grades but I 

WILL make every effort to help you master the material and grow as a 

writer and a reader.   

I hope this will be a great term for all of us! 


