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ENGL 2335-01: 
Multicultural Children’s and    

Young Adult Literature 
CRN: 46971 

Fall 2013 
Meeting information: T/Th 10:30-11:45 AM in HCC 471 
 
Instructor information:  Suzanne Beasterfield 

Office phone: (435) 652-7895 
Email:  beasterfield@dixie.edu 
Office:  418 HCC 
Office hours:  M/T/W/Th,  9:10-10:25 AM or by appointment 
Other contact info:  You may text me at (208) 705-2770.  Be sure to tell me your name and 

which course you are taking.  Please note that I am unlikely to respond at night or on 
Sundays. 

 
Course description: 

Fulfills a General Education Humanities requirement and is an approved Global & Cultural Perspectives course. For students 
who love children and reading or have an interest in elementary education, child development, or parenthood in a global 
society that recognizes and supports diversity. Teaches the historical development of children’s literature throughout the 
world; examines literary elements such as characterization, plot, and style; focuses on multicultural and international 
literature for children in a broad spectrum of literary genres such as realistic fiction, picture books, poetry, traditional 
literature, past and present. Students will critically examine themes and issues relating specifically to multicultural and 
international literature. 

 
Prerequisites:  None 
 
Overall English Department Mission Statement: 

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of language and 
literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political contexts. Students who major in 
English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and  other media, as well as learning how to produce focused  critical 
essays.  

 
Emphasis Mission Statement (Literature):  

Our literature courses seek to broaden and deepen students’ understanding of the unique value of literary expression as an 
aesthetic form that challenges the senses, the intellect, and the imagination. Students  also learn to appreciate the complex 
relationship between the aesthetic and intellectual aspects of literature and the culture and time in which it was produced.  

 
Course objectives and goals to be reached in this course:  

 Survey international literature for children and examine and critique cultural issues related to the regions from which the 

pieces originate.   

 Examine theoretical and methodological approaches to cultural differences in children’s literature. 

 Demonstrate an ability to analyze differences and similarities across cultures.   

 Examine the role of social factors in shaping social interaction, cultural worldviews, and individual identity.    

 
Course fees:  None 
 
Important dates to remember http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar  
 
 
  

mailto:beasterfield@dixie.edu
http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar
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Required materials: 
1. Tell Me a Story by Amy Friedman [audio CD] 
2. Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan 
3. Rules by Cynthia Lord 
4. Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 
5. Drama by Raina Telgemeier 
 
Additionally, you will read several dozen other children’s and young adult books.  Some of these are required but will be on 
reserve at the library.  Others you will select with a group, still others you will choose for yourself based on specific criteria.  
You may borrow or buy any of these books, but you MUST HAVE THEM READ AND BRING YOUR COPY TO CLASS ON THE 
ASSIGNED DAY.  Failure to obtain books in time for class does NOT excuse you from assignment deadlines.  During the first 
week of class you will be told, in detail, what books you need to read when.  You should order them early! 
 
Please note that the DSU library has an excellent children’s literature section in the Southwest corner of the 3rd floor of the 
Holland Building.  Washington County libraries also have a great selection of books.     

 
Course Learning Outcomes: 

 Students will compare and contrast issues and themes of literature of different cultures, looking for patterns 

especially as they relate to socio-economic status, race, religion, ability, sexual preference, etc. 

 Students will compare and contrast their impressions of childhood with those expressed in the literature.    

 We will approach analysis of international and multicultural children’s and young adult literature using a critical 

theory lens.  First students will survey literature in a variety of genres from different cultures in the U.S. (African 

American, Asian America, Native American, LGBTQ, disability, religions such as Islam, Judaism, Buddhism) and also 

international children’s literature in translation (from both hemispheres).  Students will also learn to critically select 

and evaluate high quality children’s literature in general, and with specific regard to those qualities that constitute 

excellence in multicultural literature.  They will study setting and characterization with an eye for cultural accuracy 

and avoidance of stereotypes, for example.  Students will complete multiple in-class and short homework 

assignments designed to help them prepare for a final paper in which they will choose one work and write an 

extended review that comments on characteristics of good literature, in general, and of good multicultural 

literature, specifically.   

 Students will compare and contrast the issues and themes of the literature of different cultures, looking for 

patterns especially as they relate to socio-economic status, race, religion, ability, sexual preference, etc. They will 

also compare these works with their own experiences as children.   In class discussions and homework assignments 

students will examine the themes of identity formation and of learning to navigate between cultures, both of which 

are particularly suited to children’s and teen literature.   

Important links: 

 Disability Resource Center - dixie.edu/drcenter  

 IT Student Help Desk - dixie.edu/helpdesk  

 Library - library.dixie.edu 

 Testing Center - dixie.edu/testing 

 Tutoring Center - dixie.edu/tutoring 

 Writing Center - dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 
 
Disability statement: 

If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the course you are strongly encouraged 
to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located at the North Plaza Building. The disability will be evaluated and 
eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516  

 
Academic integrity:  

In this course you are expected to complete your own work, in your own words.  Much has been written about many of the 
works we will read this semester, and it is perfectly acceptable to read what others have said.  The catch is that you MUST 
give credit to these authors for their words and even their ideas.  Just make sure you cite your sources—EVERY source, every 
time—and you’ll be fine. 
Please be aware that the potential penalty for plagiarism is an “F” for the ENTIRE course.  See Academic dishonesty / 
Academic integrity policy for details on the DSU policy.   

 
 

http://dixie.edu/drcenter/
http://dixie.edu/helpdesk/
http://library.dixie.edu/
http://dixie.edu/testing/
http://dixie.edu/tutoring/
http://dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html
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Dmail: 
You are required to frequently check your Dmail account. Important class and university information will be sent to your 
Dmail account, including DSU bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important 
dates and deadlines, and other information critical to your success at DSU and in your courses. To access your Dmail account, 
visit go.dixie.edu/dmail. If you do not know your Dmail username or you have forgotten your PIN, visit go.dixie.edu/mydixie 
and follow the respective instructions. 

 
Absences related to college functions: 

We don’t meet as a class and your assignments are posted in advance, so if you have a college-related function on a due date, 
please complete your assignments early.  For more information see Policy for Absences Related to College Functions.   

 
Disruptive behavior: 

Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. 
Toward this end, teachers (or college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities. If a 
student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students 
from their course.   

    

 

Grading criteria: 
Your grade will be determined by a percentage of total points earned according to the following scale: 

  Grade scale: 
   A  =  93 - 100%  C =  73 - 76 

A- =  90 – 92   C- = 70-72 
B+ = 87 – 89   D+ = 67-69 
B =  83 – 86   D =  63-66 
B- =  80 - 82   D- = 60-62 

   C+ = 77-79   F =  59 and below 

 
Assignments: 

 

 Assignment Points possible 

Student intro journal   10 

Book banks (17 X 25 points)  425 

Response journals (2 X 20 points)   40 

International presentation   60 

Final book review   50 

Attendance, participation, in-class quizzes & activities 250 

Midterm exam   65 

Final exam  100 

  Total points possible 1000 

 
Book banks: 

Book banks allow me to make sure you are reading and analyzing the children’s and young adult books assigned.  All book 
banks will begin with an MLA citation and other identifying information and a brief summary.  Next will be an analysis section, 
which will change book to book.  I will give detailed instructions on how to complete these in class, and these instructions will 
be posted on Canvas.  Book bank grades will sometimes be pass/fail and will sometimes be graded in detail according to the 
rubric below.  Detailed grading dates will not be announced beforehand, so you should do your best on each bank. 

 

 Book bank rubric  
Criteria Explanation 

Completeness  All the parts are there.  Summary tells the WHOLE story, etc. 

Formatting  MLA citations, headings as asked for, summary written in present tense, etc. 

Depth Degree to which you have thoroughly and thoughtfully analyzed the material 

 
  

http://go.dixie.edu/dmail/
http://go.dixie.edu/mydixie
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html
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Participation points: 
I want to reward you for showing up to class and actively participating.  That means part of your grade comes from you being 

in class, on time, having thoroughly read the assignments before you come.  In class we will do various activities and short 

assignments like mini-group presentations, pop quizzes, short writing assignments (like a poem), etc.  You have two “free” 

absences [this includes the first day of class].  After that, every session you miss FOR WHATEVER REASON costs you—so be 

sure that you are in class every session!   

Absences: 
I normally do not allow make up for participation points except in extreme cases, and then there must be accompanying 
documentation.  You can always make up absences for college-related functions [like sports or choir] IF you notify me in 
advance as per DSU policy.  Making up an absence consists of completing a project that will take you approximately the same 
amount of time that you would have spent in class.   
 

Exams:   
Midterm exam Handed out in class on October 1

st
.  Due the beginning of class October 8

th
.  Open notes, but must be 

completed alone.   
Final exam 9:30-11:30 AM on December 10

th
 in our regular classroom.  The exam will be comprehensive but will focus 

more on the latter half of the semester.   
 
Missed exams: 

You’ve been given ample advanced notice of exams.  If you miss an exam you will not be allowed to make it up.  Exceptions 
will only be granted for life-altering, documentable issues.  No proof of emergency = no make-up exam. 

 
 
Book review: 

You will write a formal book review of 1250+ words of any one of the books assigned this semester.  Detailed instructions will 
be given in class and posted on Canvas.  Students are not required to write rough drafts but are encouraged to bring early 
drafts to the instructor or the Writing Center for feedback.  Students are allowed to copy and paste things you wrote in your 
book banks for part of this assignment.     

 
Book review rubric: 
Conventions spelling, capitalization, usage, and punctuation are Standard English  
Word choice & sentence fluency deliberate, careful wording; sentences that flow well 
Organization Attention-getting lead, logical progression, definitive conclusion 
Ideas and content(worth 75% of assignment grade): 
 Evaluation/analysis  

 OBVIOUSLY and thoughtfully incorporates evaluation criteria as discussed in class 
Summary: 

 1/3 or less of the overall content. 

 Summary/introduction to the plot is clear enough for someone to understand who has never read the book 

 Do NOT give away the ending in a book review! 

 
 
Late work policy: 

I do not accept late work except under extreme circumstances.  Got something going on?  The work is still due. 

The “crap shoot contingency”:  It may take me 2-3 days to grade paper.  If you turn in a paper before I grade everyone else’s, I 

won’t count it late.  Why is it a “crap shoot?”  Because I don’t guarantee that you have that 2-3 days.  I may grade the papers 

right after the deadline.  But there’s always a chance!   

If the gradebook has a blank space next to an assignment it means I haven’t graded it yet.     

 
 
  



ENGL 2335-01  Fall 2013  Beasterfield 

ENGL 2335: Multicultural Kid Lit         Fall 2013 

Assignment and Due Date Schedule 

 

Date Topic(s) Reading Due Assignments due 

8/20 T Course intro 
Quick intro to kid and YA lit: 
Ages and stages 
Types of lit. 
Literary merit 

N/A Student intro journal 

8/22 Th Course intro, continued 
Choose topic for 9/3 

Handout (Ch. 1 & 2 from Critical 
Issues and Approaches)  

None [but be sure you know this 
material for your exams!] 

8/27 T Quick intro to internat’l lit. 
How to write a book bank 

Listen to Tell Me a Story by Amy 
Friedman 

None—but be prepared to talk 
about the CD in class! 

8/29 Th How to read aloud None Book bank [If you didn’t finish in 
class on Tuesday] 

9/03 T Class-chosen issue Handout Response journal 

9/05 Th Censorship “Telephone Man” by Chris 
Crutcher 

Book bank 

9/10 T Critical literacy None  

9/12 Th Gender Handout (Ch. 5 from Critical 
Issues) 

Response journal 

9/17 T African American Children’s 
Literature 

African American children’s 
selections 

 

9/19 Th African American YA lit Your group’s chosen book Book bank 

9/24 T Latino American children’s lit. Latino American children’s 
selections 

Kid Lit Book bank 

9/26 Th Latino YA lit Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz 
Ryan  

Book bank 

10/1 T Children with disabilities 1 
Midterm exam handed out 

Disabilities selections Kid Lit Book bank 

10/3 Th Children with disabilities 2 Rules by Cynthia Lord Book bank 

10/8 T Religion 1 Selections Kid lit Book bank 
Midterm exam due 

10/10 Th Semester break No class! 

10/15 T Religion 2 
Instructions for International 
presentations 

Your chosen selections Kid lit book bank 
Be prepared to informally & briefly 
tell the class about your choices. 

10/17 Th Native American children’s lit. Native American selections Kid lit book bank 

10/22 T Native American YA lit. 
Instructions for book reviews 

Absolutely True Diary of a Part 
Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 

Book bank 

10/24 Th  Work day [We won’t meet as a class] 

10/29 T Asian American children’s lit. Asian American kid selections Kid lit book bank 

10/31 Th Asian American YA lit. Your group’s chosen book Book bank 

11/5 T LGBTQ issues None Book review due 

11/7 Th LGBTQ issues, part 2 Drama by Telgemeier Book bank 

11/12 T Career day No class! 

11/14 Th Middle Eastern Selections Kid lit book bank 

11/19 T Middle Eastern Your group’s chosen book Book bank 

11/21 Th Complex families None None 

11/26  T Presentation prep time [we won’t meet as a class] 

11/28 Th Thanksgiving No class! 

12/3 T International Presentations None None 

12/5 Th Last day of class 
International Presentations 

None None 

12/10 T 9:30-11:30 Final exam held in our regular classroom. 

 


