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Teaching Writing 
English 4500-01, CRN 43079 

Fall 2012 

Instructor:   Suzanne Beasterfield

 

Office info:   HCC 418 

        (435) 652-7895 

        beasterfield@dixie.edu 

 

Office hours:   

Meeting information:   
  Mon. & Wed. 10:00-10:50 AM, HCC 325 

 Plus practicum hours 

. 

 

Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Fridays 

9:00-9:50 AM 4:00-5:00 PM 9:00-9:50 AM Online 2:00-4:00 PM  

[Email to request a chat on Canvas] 

9:00AM-1:00PM 

 

Required practicum:  

Option A:  1 day/week in schools (SET)  

Option B: Alternative placement in schools (at least 25 hours over the course of the semester) 

 

Course Description 
  
This course aims to provide students, particularly prospective teachers of the English language arts, with 

the opportunity to become versed in a variety of theories and methods for teaching writing in school 

settings.  Students will have many opportunities to write and to analyze their own writing process.  In 

addition to personal writing and study, students will focus on developing a thorough background in 

integrating writing instruction into the classroom.  As future teachers, students will examine and understand 

their own needs and habits as writers so that they can make connections to current theories about writing 

instruction.  Throughout the course, they will be asked to look at the interrelationships between writing and 

thinking and learning. 

 

Prerequisites:  C or better in ENGL 2010 

 

Please note 
Much of writing is re-writing.  There will be many opportunities for your peers to respond to your 

writing in this class.  Please also be aware that there are services outside of class at your disposal.  

One such source is THE WRITING CENTER, which is located on the 4
th

 floor of the HCC. 

See http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php for more information.   

 

Required Texts and Materials:  
 Inside Out: Strategies for Teaching Writing. by Dan Kirby, Tom Liner, and Dawn Latta Kirby. 3

rd
 

ed. (required) 

 In the Middle: New Understandings about Writing, Reading and Learning by Nancie Atwell. 2
nd

 

ed. (recommended) 

 Utah Common Core  

 one or two large, three-ring binders with dividers 

 Several pads of small post-it notes 

 

http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
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Course Objectives 
This course emphasizes your own growth as a writer and your learning how to teach others to write.  To 

meet these primary goals, you will: 

 

 draw relationships between your own writing practices and various theoretical models of 

composing (NCTE/NCATE standards 3.1.1, 3.2., 3.4.1, 3.4.2);  

 study a variety of theories of the composing process in order to understand their implications for 

writing instruction (NCTE/NCATE standards 3.2., 3.4.1, 3.4.2);; 

 demonstrate an understanding of how reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing, and thinking 

are interrelated (NCTE/NCATE standards 3.1.2, 3.2.2, 4.5); 

 recognize the impact upon writing instruction of students’ cultural and social differences 

(NCTE/NCATE standards 2.2, 3.1.3, 3.1.4,);  

 demonstrate an ability to communicate effectively with parents about writing instruction 

(NCTE/NCATE standards 2.1, 2.6); 

 work within public school classrooms where you will propose both elements of course design and 

effective assignments that have a clear and defensible theoretical grounding (NCTE/NCATE 

standards 1.3, 2.1, 2.3, 2.4, 2.6, 3.1.1, 3.1.2, 3.2.3, 3.2.4, 3.2.5, 3.7.1, 3.7.2, 4.2, 4.10) ;  

 correlate unit and lesson objectives with Utah Core; 

 understand what types of classroom environments are conducive to students’ learning to write and 

what writing tasks are appropriate for students at different stages of development (NCTE/NCATE 

standards 2.1, 3.1.1); 

 create learning environments which promote respect for and support of individual differences of 

ethnicity, race, language, culture, gender, and ability (NCTE/NCATE standards 2.1, 2.2); 

 learn techniques for responding to writing, evaluating writing, and diagnosing writing problems 

(NCTE/NCATE standard 4.10); 

 use available technology at various stages of the writing process (NCTE/NCATE standards 3.6, 

3.6.3);  

 

Evaluation and Grading 
Because this course is a professional preparation course for future teachers, I expect all students to 

be fully engaged in the work that we do throughout the semester. I will be evaluating your work 

regularly, and I will provide feedback through the use of rubrics, written comments, and/or oral 

comments.  I will be making your final evaluation based on the quality of your work and on your 

progress, growth, and development as a writer and as a future teacher of writing.   

 

CHECK THE LATEST CLASS AGENDA for assignments and due dates.  All 

schedules are tentative and while I will try not change things, your understanding 

when changes are necessary is appreciated.  

 

General Grading Criteria 
A = 93%-100% of total points.  Consistent exemplary work demonstrating a genuine knowledge of the 

course content and informed application of the content; active participation in class; active completion of 

high quality work while establishing a standard of professional excellence. 

 

B = 83%-92% of total points.  Outstanding work that demonstrates a genuine commitment to learning about 

writing and teaching writing; active participation in class; active completion of strong, quality work while 

establishing a standard of professional excellence. 

 

C = 73%-82% of total points.  Competent work that fulfills the requirements of the course. 

 

D = 63%-72% of total points.  Poor quality work completed for the course; this grade might also reflect 

excessive absences and/or the lack of professional reliability in fulfilling course expectations. 

 

F = Less than 62% of total points.  Poor quality of work completed for the course; failure to submit 

assignments; this grade might also reflect excessive absences and/or the lack of professional reliability in 

fulfilling course expectations. 
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Grade Breakdown 

 

20%  Field work:  Assignments related to the practicum including conferences on 2 videotaped lessons 

50% Reading proofs, journals, participation, homework 

  5% Professional organization experience 

10% Collection of teaching materials 

10% Final exam 

  5% Genre presentation 
    

 

Policies  
 

Attendance Policy: Attendance in this course is crucial since we will all be actively working together 

to create a learning environment.  Part of your grade will be determined by attendance and participation in 

class.  Be here and be on time!  Make sure that you find out what you missed and what is due so that you 

will be back on track when you return.   

 

WHETHER YOU ARE PRESENT IN CLASS OR NOT YOUR ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE DAY ARE 

STILL DUE. 

 

If you miss more than two classes during the semester and/or are late to class more than twice your grade 

will be adversely affected.     

 

Academic Honesty:  Passing off somebody else’s work—whether it be the language, ideas or 

information—as if it were your own is a violation of academic honesty. Plagiarism is a serious offense.  

Plagiarism will result in an automatic “F” for the course and a letter will be sent informing the 

administration of the violation. 

 

Late Work:  I do not accept late work except under extenuating circumstances.  You must complete 

projects by the due date. If you are absent on the due date, you are still responsible for meeting the 

deadline. If, because of extraordinary circumstances, you cannot complete an assignment by the due date, 

you must contact me prior to class time to discuss the possibility of an extension.  I will grant no 

extensions unless you talk with me before the assignment is due. 

 

Conferences are not required, but they are recommended.  However, meetings with me offer you an 

opportunity to discuss your response logs, your projects, or questions you have about writing lesson plans.  

Stop by during my scheduled office hours or make an appointment.  I look forward to meeting with you. 

 

Course Requirements 

 
Guidelines for assignments will be reviewed in depth during class.  The following are general 

overviews of major assignments.  If you wish to begin an assignment before we discuss it in class, 

please see me in my office for more detailed explanation of expectations BEFORE doing the 

assignment. 

 

Daily work 
 

Each session we will have short assignments that we work on primarily in class.  These include freewrites, 

short group assignments, etc.  These will not normally require time outside of class.  If you are prepared 

with readings, alert in class, and working hard in class you should expect to receive high marks on these 

assignments.  Some of these points are also based on your record of being in class, on time, prepared, and 

ACTIVELY participating in a positive way in class discussions.  My classes involve a great deal of 

discussion and especially shy students will need to reach out of their comfort zones and speak up in class if 
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they expect to receive high marks in this area.  More aggressive students should show good teacher skills 

by helping others in the class to have opportunities to speak up.   

 

You will be given assignments from your peers for the last few sessions of the class.  It is essential that you 

complete the given assignments, and these will be reflected in your daily work grade. 

 

 

Author chair 
 

You will be asked to read something you’ve written yourself in front of the class.  You only have to share 

about 1 page of material, and anyone who shares receives 100% for this assignment.  You will have 

opportunities to share more often if you’d like, but all students are required to read their own work once.   

 

Reading responses/ Reading Proofs 

 

Reading responses or proofs are required on most days when a reading assignment is due.  You may choose 

to do a traditional reading response OR, once you’ve received an A at least twice on your responses, you 

may choose an equivalent project or “proof” that you’ve read and reflected on the day’s reading. 

 

If you choose to do a reading response: 

Step 1:  After thoroughly reading the assigned material, type up a 300+ word response.  You may 

choose to answer questions I pose, or to formulate your own response.  Please think critically 

about the readings and respond carefully.  A reader of your response should have no doubt that 

you read and understood the material. 

Step 2:  Bring a hard copy with you to class on the due date.  You will need to refer to it 

throughout the discussion.     

 
Responses will be graded using the following rubric: 

 
 

Overall Effectiveness of Responses---Extent to which you demonstrate that you have used the response to engage actively 

in making meaning of the concepts, teaching strategies and practices, the research and theories presented in the texts. 

 

Specificity and Elaboration---Extent to which the response moves well beyond simply giving your impressions of what you 

read; the extent to which you look closely at the text in sustained examination of particular teaching strategies and particular 

arguments about language and writing. 

 

Critical thinking and insight---Extent to which you move beyond summary to examine critically the why behind particular 

teaching practices; extent to which you analyze what you read and explain why activities lead to learning. 

 

Completeness---each entry displays a length of at least 300 words. 

 

Conventions—Extent to which you adhere to standard academic English (spelling, punctuation, usage) 

 

 
If you choose to do a proof: 

 One of my purposes in assigning responses is to ensure that you have thoroughly read and 

reflected on the assigned reading.  If you feel you can prove to me that you have done so using a genre 

other than a traditional response, feel free to do so.  You might choose to write a quiz on the chapter (with 

answers included, of course) or a lesson plan, for example.  Just be sure what you do can be evaluated using 

the response rubric and that it takes you a similar amount of time and effort as a traditional response would.  

If you aren’t sure I will accept your idea for a proof, ask me BEFORE it is due to be submitted, and we can 

negotiate.  

 

Note:  I will drop the lowest score on response papers/proofs. 
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Genre presentations 
 

This is a chance for you to teach our class.  Individually or with a partner you will present for the class a 20 

minute presentation about teaching a certain genre of writing.  The purpose of the presentation is to give 

your classmates ideas about how they might approach this genre.  You and your partner should read the 

“suggested” assignment for the day, and decide on an appropriate reading assignment and class assignment 

for the day.  You should also prepare a handout of teaching ideas for your peers.  You will grade your peers 

on their work and will submit those grades to me.     

 

Collection of teaching material 

 
I want to send you off to teach armed as well as possible.  To that end, I’m going to give you credit for 

collecting materials that may be of use to you in the future.  You will beg, borrow, steal, and google, then 

organize these in a coherent way.  Then, to prove you can tell a good idea/activity/lesson plan from a bad 

one, you’ll evaluate, critique, and label what you’ve found. 

 

 

Evaluating Writing (Peer and Student Evaluation) 

 

There will be several assignments related to the process of evaluating student writing.  Your instructor will 

be grading you on the quality of your responses to your peers’ writing, to your ability to score sample 

student work in your target age range, and practice scoring papers based on 6 Traits writing.  We will go 

through each of these assignments step by step in class.   

 

***In preparation for this you will need to bring in a classroom set of actual papers written by 

students in your practicum school.  Make copies of these and white out their names, then give them 

pseudonyms or numbers.***  

 

 

Final Exam 
 

Final:  Dec. 10
th

  9:30-11:30 

 

The final exam will be comprehensive.  It will cover lectures, handouts, discussions, and the textbook. 

 

 

Field Work 
 

A little more than a fourth of your grade will come from work you do in your practicum.  You will have 

several short assignments such as formal observations.  You are also asked to teach two different times in 

your practicum, each for only a short period of time (10 minutes or more).  I will need to see your lesson 

plans for these experiences.  You will also need to videotape yourself teaching 2 different times.  You will 

then bring the footage to me on a Friday (or other arranged time if Fridays don’t work for you), and we will 

watch them together.  Yes, this is scary, but YES, this is good for you.  If you need a camcorder for this we 

can make arrangements for your to check one out from DSC.   

 

Professional organization experience 

 
One thing that can really help charge up a teaching career is involvement in professional organizations.  To 

that end, I’d like you to attend a conference for teachers of English.  There are 2 excellent options this year:  

1) NCTE-- held the Friday, Saturday, and Sunday before Thanksgiving in Las Vegas this year [You will 

receive credit for attending 1 or more days] or 2) UCTE/LA, to be held Oct. 5
th

 in SLC.   
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Please also be aware: 
 

Important dates for the semester:  http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar  

 

College Resources 

 

Several college resources are available to help you succeed.  Check out the links for each one to get more 

information. 

 

 If you need help understanding the content of your courses, go to the Tutoring Center located in 

the HCC.  There is a schedule of what courses have tutors at what times outside the door.  You can 

also visit them online at http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

 For help writing papers, go to the Writing Center in the HCC.  You can also visit them online at 

http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 

 If you need to use a computer to do schoolwork on campus, go to the Computer Center in the 

Smith Computer Center or the library. 

 If you are assigned to take a test in the Testing Center, (which you won’t need for this class) you 

can get information on their website at http://new.dixie.edu/testing/ 

 The Library has all kinds of information and resources.  Visit their new space in HCC or go to the 

library website at http://library.dixie.edu/ 

 

D Mail 

Important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail email account.  This 

information includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped 

classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in 

this class and at DSC.  All DSC students are automatically assigned aDmail email account.  If you 

don’t know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select “Dmail,” for complete 

instructions.  You will be held responsible for information sent to your Dlmail email, so please 

check it often. 

 

Disruptive Behavior 

 DSC disruptive behavior policy states, “Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to 

aggressively manage the classroom environment to ensure an effective learning climate.  Toward 

this end, teachers may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities.  If a 

student’s behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and remove 

disruptive students from their courses.” 

 

Toys 

Please remember to turn off your cell phones and keep them out of sight.  No web browsing; no 

web casting; no downloading; no checking email; no recording.  In other words, please show your 

instructor and your peers respect by not playing with you electronic (or non-electronic) toys or 

tools during class.   

 

Use of electronic toys is considered disruptive behavior and you will be asked to leave and lose 

credit for the day. 

 

Accommodations for disabilities 

Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring reasonable academic 

adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in this class will need to contact 

the DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER Coordinator ( Baako Wahabu) for eligibility 

determination. Proper documentation of impairment is required in order to receive services or 

accommodations. DRC is located in the North Plaza. Visit or call 652-7516 to schedule 

appointment to discuss the process. DRC Coordinator determines eligibility for and authorizes the 

provision of services. 

 

 

http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/
http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/
http://library.dixie.edu/
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Drop Date 

If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before October 15th to avoid 

receiving an “F” on your transcript. 

 

Plagiarism 

Under the “Student Rights and Responsibilities Code,” Section 33.5.1.4 on Dixie’s home page, 

plagiarism is thoroughly defined. Please access this page and read the definition carefully: 

 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html Note that plagiarism includes cheating, such  

as “copying from another student’s test papers”; “using materials during a test not authorized by 

the person giving the test”; “collaborating with any other person during a test [or quiz]”; 

“soliciting or receiving unauthorized information about any test”; “using any unauthorized 

resource or aid in the preparation or completion of any course work, exercise, or activity”; and 

“collusion, which is the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing work offered 

for credit.”  

 

The Dixie State College Research Paper Guide contains a more concise definition:  plagiarism is 

“an act of willfully or carelessly attempting to pass off as one’s own work the words (oral or 

written) of someone else” (6). You can buy the Dixie State College Research Guide in the 

bookstore, you can access the online research paper guide at http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl, you can 

refer to the link on DSC’s web page http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html , or you can 

talk to me. Your understanding of this concept is essential because plagiarism is grounds for 

failure in this course.  
 

College approved absences 

Dixie College Policy explains in detail what needs to happen if you anticipate being absent from 

class because of a college-sponsored activity (athletic events, club activities, field trips for other 

classes, etc).  Please read this information and follow the instructions carefully!  The policy can be 

found at: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html 
 

 

 

Please come to me early and often with your concerns.   

I look forward to a great semester!!   

 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html
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Fall 2012            Methods of Teaching Writing 

Tentative Schedule  
 

Date Topics Reading due Assignments Due 

8/20 (M) Welcome to the course!  

How to write response papers 

Field work explanation 

UCTE group submission? 

N/A Sign up for author chair  

8/22 (W) What is “good” writing? 

Writing Territories 

 

Kirby Ch. 9 Journal:  What have you read that you liked and 

what made it good? (In conjunction with the 

chapter.  300+ words) 

Possible pop quiz on the reading 

8/27 (M) On Teaching Writing 

Introduction to writing workshop 

Kirby Ch. 1 Journal: Envision yourself as a teacher of writing & 

then reflect on the chapter.  (300+ words) 

Possible quiz on the reading 

8/29 (W) Writing Processes 

6 + 1 Traits introduction 

Kirby, Ch. 2 Response paper 

9/3 (M) 

Labor Day                                       No class 

9/5 (W) Getting the classroom ready 

Intro to writing workshop 

Kirby 3 Response paper 

 

9/10 (M) Pre-writing 

6 + 1 traits, continued 

Kirby Ch. 4 Reading quiz 

“Your trait” prep sheet 

Reminder:  steal stuff for your files! 

9/12 (W) Journals 

Audience 

Kirby Ch. 5 & 7 Reading proofs [1 for each chapter] 

 

9/17 (M) Informal field discussion None Formal observation 

Author chair (if you signed up for today) 

9/19 (W) 6 Trait evaluation practice None None 

Author chair (if you signed up for today) 

9/24 (M) 6 trait evaluation practice, cont. 

Revision  

Kirby Ch. 10 Reading proof 

9/26 (W) Responding to student writing Kirby Ch. 8 Reading Proof 

Author chair (if you signed up for today) 

10/1 (M) Evaluating student writing Kirby 14 Reading proof 

Author chair (if you signed up for today) 

10/3 (W) Practice evaluating student writing None Bring your set of classroom papers 

10/5 (F) 

UCTE conference in Salt Lake City   

10/8 (M) Voice Kirby Ch. 6 Reading proof 

Have you scheduled your video debrief conference? 

 



ENGL 4500 Syllabus p.9 

Suzanne Beasterfield, Fall 2012 

 

Date Topics Reading due Assignments Due 

10/10 (W) Unit plans and lesson plans, I None Classroom paper eval assignment  

10/15 (M) Unit plans and lesson plans, II None Bring materials to work on 

10/17 (W) Editing Dr. Approach 

Notes on teaching conventions 

None Draft of lesson plan 1 

10/22 (M) Publishing student writing  

Writing about ideas  

Kirby 15 Reading proof 

Sign up for genre presentations 

10/24 (W) Multiple intelligences 

Reports from the field 

 Multiple intelligences test result 

Draft of lesson plan 2 

10/29 (M) Poetry 1 

Rubric and explanation of Teaching 

Files assignment 

Kirby Ch. 11 Reading response written in poetry form 

10/31 (W) Descriptive rather than prescriptive 

teaching 

None Evaluation of student papers 

Remember to be stealing files! 

11/5 (M) Poetry 2:  Responding to bad poetry 

(and good) 

None [You ought to be collecting papers for your 

Teaching files in lieu of homework!] 

11/7 (W) Common Core  

Checklists for teaching files reviewed 

TBA TBA 

 

11/12 (M) Common Core TBA TBA 

11/14 (W) General notes on teaching genres 

Genre presentation (1)   

Possible topics include 
Narrative writing 

Expository writing 

Essay writing 

Memoir 

Biography 

Persuasive 

Writing about literature 

More on the Common Core 

More on Writing Workshop 

Assigned by your 

peers 

Assigned by your peers 

** Grade and comments for work you assign 

your peers is due 1 week after you present** 

Nov. 16-18 

                     NCTE in Vegas, Baby!! 

11/19 (M) Genre presentations (2) Assigned by your 

peers 

Assigned by your peers 

11/21 (W) 

          No class Happy Thanksgiving!           

11/26 (M) Genre presentations (2) Assigned by your peers Assigned by your peers 

11/28 (W) Genre presentations (2) Assigned by your peers Assigned by your peers 

11/30 (F) Last day to do video conferences 

12/3 (M) Genre presentations (2) Assigned by your peers Assigned by your peers 

12/5 (W) Course wrap up 

Field Debrief 

None Teaching files collection due 

12/10 (M) Final exam:  9:30-11:30 

Teaching files returned 

None None 

 


