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ENGL 1010-07:  
Introduction to Writing 

CRN: 23074 

Spring 2014 
 

Instructor information:  Suzanne Beasterfield 
Office phone: (435) 652-7895 
Email:  beasterfield@dixie.edu 
Office:  418 HCC 
Office hours:  Mon. & Wed. 9:00-9:50AM & 11:00-11:50AM; Wed.  4:15-5:05PM or by 

appointment 
Other contact info:  You may text me at (208) 705-2770.  Be sure to tell me your name 

and which course you are taking.  Please note that I am unlikely to respond at night 
or on Sundays. 

 
Meeting information:  M/W/F 10:00-10:50 AM in HCC 471 
 
ENGL 1010 Course description: 

Partially fulfills General Education English requirement.  Designed to improve students' abilities to read, analyze, 
and write expository papers. Provides opportunities to write and revise a number of essays. Activities, library 
research, portfolios, writing to a style guide, and tests may also be used to prepare students to write college level 
papers. Successful completers (grade C or higher) will be prepared to take ENGL 2010.  Prerequisite: LIB 1010 
(can be taken concurrently); AND English placement score 19 or higher OR ENGL 0990 (Grade C or higher and if 
ENGL 0995 required, Grade C or higher); AND Reading placement score 17 or higher OR ENGL 1470 (Grade C or 
higher)  

 
Overall English Department Mission Statement: 

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of 
language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political contexts. 
Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and  other media, as well as learning 
how to produce focused  critical essays.  

 
Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition Course Objectives):  

As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of both the 
department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to strengthen students’ skills 
and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to increase students’ written fluency, and help them 
better formulate and organize ideas into focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays. 

  
Required materials: 

 Textbook:  The McGraw-Hill Guide + Connect Access (must purchase packet at the bookstore)  
 Red, purple, or green pen 

 Flashdrive 

 2 scantrons (50 questions per side) 

 1 small blue book 

 Computer:   
o You MUST have access to MS Word  
o You must have regular access to the internet    
o All assignments will be submitted on Canvas using MS Word.  10% of your grade will come from 

independent completion of “Connect,” which is an online program  
  

mailto:beasterfield@dixie.edu
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General Minimum Writing Requirements:  
Students in this course will:   

 Write a minimum of 4 essays: 
o Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words). 
o One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates a sufficient number of 

credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-
specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).    

 Write at least one graded, in-class essay.    
 Write no more than one narrative essay.   
 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such as non-

graded first drafts).   
 Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).   

 
Important dates to remember http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar  
 
Important links: 

 Disability Resource Center - dixie.edu/drcenter  

 IT Student Help Desk - dixie.edu/helpdesk  

 Library - library.dixie.edu 

 Testing Center - dixie.edu/testing 

 Tutoring Center - dixie.edu/tutoring 

 Writing Center - dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 
 
Disability statement: 

If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the course you are strongly 
encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located at the North Plaza Building. The disability will 
be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable accommodations. Phone # 435-
652-7516  

 
Absences related to college functions: 

Students may periodically miss classes for various college-related functions, including athletics, club events, or 
course requirements. Students who must miss class because of a college-sanctioned activity are responsible for 
notifying their instructors and completing any missed assignment as detailed in the "Policy for Absences Related 
to College Functions." If the absence will be recurring due to intercollegiate athletics or other activity, written 
notification must take place no later than the second class period in the semester. If the absence is one-time due 
to a field trip or other activity, written notification must take place at least one week prior to the scheduled 
activity. The instructor retains the right to require coursework to be completed before the scheduled absence. 

 
Disruptive behavior: 

Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the classroom environment to ensure a good learning 
climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from 
individual class activities. If a student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and 
cause the removal of disruptive students from their course.  This means that your communication with your 
instructor and with your peers—whether online or face-to-face—should be tactful and appropriate.  

 
Dmail: 

You are required to frequently check your Dmail account. Important class and university information will be sent 
to your Dmail account, including DSU bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled classes, 
reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other information critical to your success at DSU and in your 
courses. To access your Dmail account, visit go.dixie.edu/dmail. If you do not know your Dmail username or you 
have forgotten your PIN, visit go.dixie.edu/mydixie and follow the respective instructions. 

 
  

http://www.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar
http://dixie.edu/drcenter/
http://dixie.edu/helpdesk/
http://library.dixie.edu/
http://dixie.edu/testing/
http://dixie.edu/tutoring/
http://dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec5/523.html
http://go.dixie.edu/dmail/
http://go.dixie.edu/mydixie
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Academic integrity:  
In this course you are expected to complete your own work, in your own words.  You MUST give credit to others 
for their words and even their ideas.  Just make sure you cite your sources—EVERY source, every time—and 
you’ll be fine.  Please be aware that the potential penalty for plagiarism is an F in the course.  See Academic 
dishonesty / Academic integrity policy for details on the DSU policy.   
 
Note:  Part of academic integrity includes resubmitting work.  If you got credit for doing something in another 
class, you can NOT use it again in this class, no matter how well you think it fits the assignment.  You also can’t 
use things you write in this class for any other class.   

 
Grading criteria: 

Your grade will be determined by a percentage of total points earned according to the following scale: 

  Grade scale: 

   A  =  93 - 100%  C =  73 - 76 

A- =  90 – 92   C- = 70-72 

B+ = 87 – 89   D+ = 67-69 

B =  83 – 86   D =  63-66 

B- =  80 - 82   D- = 60-62 

   C+ = 77-79   F =  59 and below 

 

Assignment Points possible  
 
 
 
 

Detailed explanations  
of all assignments will 

be given on Canvas and 
in class. 

 
 

Participation points  

 42 sessions possible 

 8 points per session 

 2 “freebies” (or extra credit) 

 count 15 points each and are counted under 
“peer review.” 

320 

Short essays (40 each x 4) 

 Individual in a community 

 Artifact  

 Rhetorical analysis 

 Argument 

160 

In-class essay exam 30 

Longer essays (80 each x 2) 

 I-search 

 Analysis 

160 

Oral presentation 40 

Midterm exam 60 

Final exam 100 

Peer review (twice: 15 points each time) 30 

Connect (Grammar and punctuation program) 100 

Total 1000 

 
 
Late work policy: 

I do not accept late work except under extreme circumstances.  Got something going on?  The work is still due. 
The “crap shoot contingency”:  It may take me 2-3 days to grade paper.  If you turn in a paper before I grade 
everyone else’s, I won’t count it late.  Why is it a “crap shoot?”  Because I don’t guarantee that you have that 2-3 
days.  I may grade the papers right after the deadline.  But there’s always a chance!   

 
If the gradebook has a blank space next to an assignment it means I haven’t graded it yet. 

 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/policy/sec3/334.html
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Essays: 

 Essays will be graded according to the following rubric 
 
Organization  

50% Ideas and content 
Relevance 
Movement 

Style, flavor, voice, originality 30% 
Wording/phrasing 
Conventions [capitalization, usage, punctuation, spelling]  

20% Sentence structure 
Formatting/presentation 

 
 Details about how this rubric works will be explained in class. 

 If you submit one of our 6 major papers on time then you have the option of rewriting it.  I will grade the papers 
using “track changes” in MS Word and will send them back to you with a grade.  If you like the grade—you’re 
finished.  If you want to improve your grade you may resubmit the paper up to two weeks after you receive my 
comments. 

 Papers must meet minimum standards in order to qualify for a re-write.  That means drafts 
o must be a complete draft (as long as required and all parts included) 
o must cite ALL SOURCES (even if you aren’t sure you cited correctly—at least try!)   

 

Do NOT turn in a paper  
that uses sources you haven’t cited. 

This is like showing up  
at a police charity car wash  

in a stolen vehicle. 
 

 I don’t care if it’s “just” a rough draft.  Zero credit and 
no rewrite (at best) and possibly an “F” for the course 
and a case with the Dean of Students. 

 I don’t care if you were busy and overwhelmed (Would 
saying that that get you out of stealing that car?) 

 I don’t care if you don’t know how to cite correctly (I’ll 
teach you!  Just put SOMETHING there to cite the 
source!) 

 
 Formatting 

o Assignments should be submitted in MS Word.  
o Make sure that your full name, “English 1010,” and the assignment name (such as “Rhetorical analysis”) 

appear at the top of your paper 
o Give your papers a creative title.  “Argument Paper” is NOT a creative title. 
o MLA format 
o GIVE CREDIT TO EVERY SOURCE NO MATTER WHAT. 
o Double-space your papers.  No lines between paragraphs.   

 Most assignments will be submitted on Canvas.  Instructions will be given in class.  
 Be aware that your papers may be read by the entire class.  Be considerate in wording and subject matter so as 

not to offend, and don’t write anything you wouldn’t want people to read! 
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Exams:   
Midterm:  To be held in class on February 21

st
.  Scantron [multiple choice, T/F, and matching], closed book. 

Final exam:    9:30 AM- 11:30 AM on April 25
th 

in our regular classroom  
Final will be comprehensive, closed book, and will be scantron [multiple choice, T/F, and matching] plus a short 
answer/short essay section.   
 
 

Participation points: 
I want to reward you for showing up to class and actively participating.  That means part of your grade comes 

from you being in class, on time, having thoroughly read the assignments before you come.  In class we will do 

various activities and short assignments like mini-group presentations, pop quizzes, short writing assignments 

(like a poem), etc.  Every session you miss FOR WHATEVER REASON costs you—so be sure that you are in class 

every session!   

We have 42 scheduled class meetings.  Two of those will be dedicated to peer review assignments and will be 

worth 15 points each (11/1 and 11/22).  The remaining classes will be worth 8 points each.   

How do I get my 8 points for the day? 

 Show up on time and stay the entire session 

 Come prepared (Do the reading and be prepared to write and talk about it—there could be quizzes!) 

 Be mentally present & actively participate (no electronic devices, actively doing what the class is doing) 

Think of class like a job:  if you aren’t there, you don’t get paid.  In this case you’re paid in points. 

You can have two absences and still get 100% for this part of your grade.   

I do not allow make up for participation points except in extreme cases, and then there must be accompanying 
documentation.  If you miss a lot of school my classes are probably NOT for you and you might want to switch 
sections.  You can also make up absences for college-related functions [like sports or choir] IF you notify me in 
advance as per DSU policy.   

 

Connect: 

Connect is a grammar program that you will complete on your own.  You will receive a code in your textbook 
packet that allows you to register online for the program.  Time varies, but you can expect to spend at least 10 
hours on this over the course of the semester.  In the syllabus there are “Connect check” deadlines, where I will 
go you points for progressing with Connect.   

 

 
 

  



ENGL 1010-07  Spring 2014  Beasterfieldp. 6 

ENGL 1010-07: Intro to Writing         Spring 2014 

Assignment and Due Date Schedule 
 

Date Topics Reading due Assignments due 
1/6 (M) Course introduction None Student info 

1/8 (W) Common mistakes Syllabus Bring any questions from the syllabus 
Pre-test [completed in class] 

1/10 (F) On college writing Chapter 1 Possible quiz on the reading 

1/13 (M) Our multicultural selves 
Buddha and the building 
Introduction to our first paper: 
Individual within a community 

None None 

1/15 (W) Writing to share experiences Chapter 5 Possible quiz on the reading 

1/17 (F) Critical literacy None Individual in a community paper [submit on 
Canvas] 

1/20 (M) 

Martin Luther King Day No school!   

1/22 (W) Reading critically 
Introduction to our second 
paper:  Rhetorical analysis 

Chapter 2 Possible quiz on the reading 

1/24 (F) Reading critically, continued None Connect check:  Must have at least 15% 
finished. 

1/27 (M) Using strategies that guide 
readers 

Chapter 13 Possible quiz on the reading 

1/29(W) Using strategies that guide 
readers, continued 

None None 

1/31 (F) Workshop: More on critical 
literacy or grammar  

Nr one Rhetorical analysis due 

2/3 (M) Writing to explore 
Introduction to the I-search  

Chapter 6 Possible quiz on the reading 

2/5 (W) Finding & evaluating information Chapter 19 Possible quiz on the reading 

2/7 (F) Evaluating information, cont. None None 

2/10 (M) Documentation Chapter 20 Possible quiz on the reading 

2/12 (W) Documentation, continued None None 

2/14 (F) Valentine session:  issue debate 
Advice for the midterm exam 

None None 

2/17 (M) 

   President’s Day No class!  

2/19 (W) Progress reports/Partner check 
 

None Have a paper copy of at least 750 words of a 
draft of your I-search paper.  Must include 
parenthetical documentation & Works 
Cited/Reference page. 

2/21 (F) Midterm exam  None Bring a scantron and a pencil 

2/24 (M) Optional teacher conferences (we won’t meet as a class)   Connect check:  Must be at least 40% done 
by 8:00AM 
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Date Topics Reading due Assignments due 

2/26(W) Introduction to the oral report None I-search due  
Sign up for a presentation date [in class] 

2/28 (F) Making effective oral 
presentations 

Chapter 16 Possible quiz on the reading 
 

3/3 (M) Oral presentations 

 

None 
 

Oral presentation [on the date you signed up for] 

Peer evaluations [on the dates you are not 
presenting] 

3/5 (W) 

3/7 (F) 

3/10-3/14 

Spring Break  No class!  

3/17 (M) Writing to analyze 
Introduction to analysis paper 
[longer essay] 

Chapter 8 Possible quiz on the reading 

3/19 (W) Writing to analyze, part 2 None None 

3/21 (F) Research day (we won’t meet as a class) 

3/24 (M) Peer review how to  None None 

3/26 (W) Peer review None 2 hard copies of a draft of your analysis paper 

3/28 (F) How to write a timed blended 
response 

None Be prepared to share your paper, informally 
Analysis paper due 

3/31 (M) How to write a timed blended 
response, part 2 

None None 

4/2 (W) In-class essay test None Bring a small blue book and pen or pencil 

4/4 (F) Writing to convince 
Introduction to argument essay 

Chapter 9 Possible quiz on the reading 

4/7 (M) Writing to convince, cont. None Connect check:  Must be 75% finished by 
8:00AM 

4/9 (W) Using strategies for argument Chapter 14 Possible quiz on the reading 

4/11 (F) Argument strategies, cont.   None None 

4/14 (M) Peer review None 2 hard copies of a draft of your argument 

4/16 (W) Paper share & mini-lesson on 
parallelism 

None Argument essay due 

4/18 (F) Introduction to cultural artifacts 
paper 

None None 

4/21 (M) Share artifacts & artifact papers None Artifact paper & artifact to share 

4/23 (W) Course wrap up 
Post test 

None Post test [in class] 

4/25 (F) Final exam 9:30-11:30 AM 

 

 


