
 
Children’s Literature.  Spring ‘11.  Syllabus  p.1 

 

Children’s Literature 
Syllabus 

Spring 2011

Course:  ENGL 2330-01  CRN 20631 

Credit hours: 3 

 

Instructor:      Suzanne Beasterfield   Phone:               (435) 652-7895    

Office:  MCD 213     E-mail:             beasterfield@dixie.edu 

Office hours: Wed. 9:00-12:00, 1:00-4:15, Th.  8:00-8:45 

 

How to visit during office hours:  

 By appointment:  Go to http://www.supersaas.com/schedule/DSC_English_ED_Advising/appointments 

to make an appointment.  Click on any white space. 

 Or just drop in  

Please note:  I answer email once per day Monday-Friday, but my schedule does not allow me to answer at the 

same time every day.  This means that your email may not receive a response for more than 24 hours, 

especially on the weekends.   

 

Meeting information:  T/Th, 10:30-11:45, MCDON 206 

 
 Overall English Department Mission Statement  

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the 

centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, 

and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts 

and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.  

 

Course Description  

Fulfills a General Education Humanities requirement. For students who love children and reading or 

who have an interest in elementary education, child development, or parenthood. Teaches the 

historical development of children's literature; examines literary elements, such as characterization, 

plot, and style; focuses on a broad spectrum of literary genres in children's literature, such as 

realistic fiction, picture books, poetry, and informational books; and acquaints students with major 

authors and illustrators of children's literature, past and present. Students will create a file of all 

books and stories read in addition to tests, quizzes, and papers on textbook readings. FA, SP  

 

Course Goals:  

Goals to be reached in this course:  

• A knowledge of the major authors, genres, and awards in children’s literature in the United States  

• Experience evaluating and analyzing literary and design elements of children’s literature  

• Exposure to high quality children’s literature for all ages  

 

 

  

mailto:beasterfield@dixie.edu
http://www.supersaas.com/schedule/DSC_English_ED_Advising/appointments
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Course Learning Outcomes  

Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

• analyze, orally and/or in written form, literary aspects of children’s literature including plot, setting, 

characterization, theme, point of view, and figurative language  

• identify the characteristics of quality children’s literature from various literary genres  

• critically evaluate works of children’s literature and select appropriate children’s literature to meet 

the needs of individual children  

• identify current issues and trends in children’s literature and articulate informed personal positions 

regarding these issues.  

 

Methods of Assessment:  

Formative Assessment Methods  
In-Class Discussions: Students will participate in various in-class discussions including partner, small 

group, and large group interaction, to be evaluated informally by the instructor. Students will 

also prepare responses to books read through “Literature Circles.”  

Summative Assessment Methods  
Essays: Students will analyze and evaluate books for children in a progressively more sophisticated 

manner, culminating in short formal essays. Stages of this process include naming and 

explaining the significance of literary elements, design elements, and poetic devices, 

composing 1-2 paragraph theme statements, and finally composing, organizing, and revising full 

literary analyses.  

Final Exam: Perform satisfactorily on an exam that measures retention of course material (as well as 

analysis and interpretation).  

Value-Added Assessment Method  
Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which their 

learning has increased during the semester. 

 

Objectives 

 

 At the conclusion of this course, the successful student will be able to 

 identify the characteristics of quality children’s literature from various literary genres 

 evaluate the quality of children’s literature  

 analyze, orally or in written form, literary aspects of children’s literature including plot, 

setting, characterization, theme, point of view, and figurative language 

 identify major authors and illustrator’s of children’s literature, past and present; identify 

major milestones in the history of children’s literature 

 discuss current issues relating to children and children’s books 

 select appropriate children’s literature to meet the needs of individual children 

Required Texts 

Lynch-Brown, Carol, and Carl M. Tomlinson.  Essentials of Children’s Literature. 6th ed.  Boston: 

Pearson, 2008. 

Nightjohn by Gary Paulsen 

Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 

 

In addition to the textbook we will be reading a sizeable amount of children’s literature.  Much of this 

will be your choice.  Beg, borrow, or steal if you must, but remember that most of these are available 

at libraries and local book stores.  If your budget is limited you may wish to borrow books first and 

save money to buy your favorite titles at the end of the semester.  I ask only that you have the books 

with you in class on the assigned day.   
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Course Requirements 
 

Grading 
Your grade will be determined according to the following chart.  Use this chart to keep track of how you are 

doing in the class. 

 

Item  What it’s worth (%) My score/grade My score 
converted to % 

Attendance and participation 15   

Midterm exam 5   

B
o

o
k 

fi
le

s 

Picture books 5   

Poetry 3   

Traditional 3   

Realistic 4   

Fantasy 4   

Historical 4   

Biography 2   

Informational 2   

Author presentation 5   

A
ss

ig
n

m
en

ts
 

Goodreads 3   

Multicultural paper 2   

Ch. 1 strong response 2   

Ch. 3 response 1   

Nightjohn response 2   

Tale of Despereaux response 2   

Wish list 2   

Censorship essay 2   

Quizzes  10   

Book talk 1 2   

Book talk 2 2   

Book talk 3 3   

Red Mountain project 5   

Final exam  10   

Total 100   
 

 

  Grade scale: 
   A  =  94 - 100%  C =  74 - 76 

A- =  90 – 93   C- = 70-73 

B+ = 87 – 89   D+ = 67-69 

B =  84 – 86   D =  64-66 

B- =  80 - 83   D- = 60-63 

   C+ = 77-79   F =  59 and below 
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Assignments 
   
CHECK THE LATEST CLASS AGENDA for assignments and due dates.  All schedules are tentative and while I 

will try not to change things, your understanding when changes are necessary is appreciated. 

 

Attendance and participation 
15% of total grade 

 
I want to reward you for showing up to class and actively participating.  That means that 15% of your grade 

comes from you being in class, on time, having thoroughly read the assignments before you come.  In class we 

will do various activities and short assignments like mini-group presentations, short writing assignments (like a 

poem), etc.  These include freewrites, short group assignments, etc.  These will not normally require time 

outside of class.  If you are prepared with readings, alert in class, and working hard in class you should expect 

to receive high marks on these assignments.  My classes involve a great deal of discussion and especially shy 

students will need to reach out of their comfort zones and speak up in class if they expect to receive high 

marks in this area.  More aggressive students should show good people skills by helping others in the class to 

have opportunities to speak up.   

 

Every session you miss FOR WHATEVER REASON costs you—so be sure that you are in class every session!   

Please note that EVEN IF YOU ARE NOTE IN CLASS, YOUR HOMEWORK IS STILL DUE.  Send it to me via 

email BY THE BEGINNING OF CLASS to receive credit. 

 

Please note that you can make up 2 absences only, unless you miss class due to school-sponsored activities, as 

long as you follow school policy as described on DSC’s web page: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/pol.html 

 

 If you have to miss class: 

1) Your homework is due anyway.  Submit it by email BEFORE class. 

2) If you want to make up the points missed in class you will need to propose a make up assignment 

related to the theme that day and that takes you as much time to complete as you would have spent in 

class.  Email your plan to me ASAP and I will accept or veto the project, which you must then complete 

by April 15th.  You may only do this for TWO class sessions.    

I CANNOT accept makeup projects the last two weeks of school.  If you know you will be absent in April you 

MUST complete your projects before April 15th.  
 

Assignments and quizzes 
 
26% of total grade 

 

Quizzes:  These will be closed book based on the textbook reading assigned for the 

day.  If you are not in class when the quiz is given you are not eligible for a quiz 

grade. 

Goodreads:  You will establish a Goodreads account online and record reviews for at 

least 10 books read for this class. 

Multicultural literature paper This should be typed, polished, and proofread 

carefully.  Detailed instructions will be given in class and posted on Blackboard.  

This paper will be 2+ pages and will be graded according to the following scale:  50% 

content and organization, 30% aspects of style, 20% mechanics (punctuation, 

spelling, usage, and capitalization) 

Wishlist:  I want you to pay attention to what your peers tell you about the books 

they read, so you will keep a wishlist of books they mention that you want to read. 

Misc. assignments This includes assignments such as journals and responses.  

Detailed instructions will be given in class.     

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/pol.html
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Book talks 
7% of total grade 

 

Book talk #1—Given in front of a small group of your peers. 

Book talk #2 and #3—Given in front of the class. 

 

You will do three formal book talks this semester.  The book talk should be approximately 1 minute in length, 

and, because its purpose is to get someone else to read the book, you must not tell us the whole story--just get 

us interested (points will be deducted for time violations).  Follow the Book Talk Guideline Handout for further 

information.  REHEARSE AND TIME THE BOOK TALK BEFORE THE PRESENTATION. 

 

Service Assignment 
5% of total grade 

 

On February 28th  we will be helping the teachers at Red Mountain Elementary in Ivins with a special literacy 

event.  Individually or in pairs you will select a grade level and an appropriate book or books for that level.  You 

will create costumes and/or props for the book(s).  On the evening of the project you will read your books for 

15 minutes each to 3-4 different rotations of children.  You will be responsible for filling all 15 minutes.  If you 

finish early with your reading—you’ll need to have another book to read.  Finishing early is NOT an option! 

 

Books and bookkeeping 
27% of total grade 

 

You will read A LOT of books this semester.  It’s impossible to say you know something about children’s 

literature without reading it!  My goals for reading are these: 

 I want you to be able to keep track of what you’ve read 

 I need to be able to give you credit for what you read 

 I want you to share your favorites with your classmates 

 I want you to show me that you know how to analyze literature 

In order to do all these things you will have 3 assignments related to the books you choose [Instructions will 

be given in class and assignment sheets can be found on Blackboard.]: 

1) Summary files:  Complete a summary file for EVERY book you read (except Tale of Despereaux and 

Nightjohn).  YOU MAY NOT USE OUTSIDE SOURCES FOR YOUR SUMMARIES.  IF YOU VIOLATE 

THIS RULE YOU ARE PLAGIARIZING AND WILL RECEIVE AN “F” FOR THE ENTIRE COURSE.   

 
2) Literary Analyses and evaluations:  You will analyze elements of the books you’ve read, looking for 

assigned aspects such as theme, literary elements, or evaluation of quality.  See the detailed schedule 

for due dates on these analyses.  YOU SHOULD NOT NORMALLY USE OUTSIDE SOURCES FOR 

YOUR ANALYSES AND EVALUATIONS.  I want to see what YOU think of the books.  IF YOU SO 

MUCH AS GLANCE AT AN OUTSIDE SOURCE OR MENTION THE BOOK TO SOMEONE, YOU 

MUST CITE YOUR SOURCE.  IF YOU VIOLATE THIS RULE YOU ARE PLAGIARIZING AND WILL 

RECEIVE AN “F” FOR THE ENTIRE COURSE.   
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Author Presentations 
5% of total grade 

 

I would like you to get to know the most popular authors of children’s literature.  In groups of 4 you will sign up 

for one author and do research on his/her books and life.  The information you gather will then be organized 

into an informative 10-15 minute presentation.   The idea is let your classmates know why this person is so 

famous and to promote reading the person’s works. 

Part of your midterm and final exams will include information given in these presentations, so it will be 

important for you to take notes during others’ presentations!! 

 

Midterm and Final Exams 
5% of total grade for midterm 

10% of total grade for final 

 

The midterm exam is open book [notes you’ve taken in class and your textbook], take home.  You may NOT 

receive online or “live” help.  Violations will result in an “F” grade for the course.  It will be handed out in class 

on February 17th and will be due at 10:30 AM in class on February 24th.  Late exams will not be accepted.  It is 

your responsibility to see me during office hours to get a copy of the midterm if you are not in class when it it 

handed out. 

 

The final exam will be held Thursday, May 5th, from 9:30-11:30 AM.  The exam will be comprehensive and will 

consist of multiple choice, short answer, and short essay questions.  It will be closed book, closed note, closed 

neighbor. 

 

Late work 
 

I do not accept late assignments except under extreme circumstances.  If you can’t be in class, your work still 

needs to get to me on time (via email or by placing it in the box outside of my office). 

 

Policies and Information 
 
Toys 

Please remember to turn off your cell phones and keep them out of sight.  No web browsing; no web 

casting; no downloading; no checking email; no recording.  In other words, please show your instructor 

and your peers respect by not playing with you electronic (or non-electronic) toys or tools during class. 

If you’re playing with a toy, you lose your attendance points for the day.   

Accommodations for disabilities 

Students eligible for and requesting reasonable academic accommodations due to a disability must 

provide a letter of accommodation to the instructor from the Disability Resource Center within the 

first two weeks of the beginning of classes.  Proper documentation of a disability is required in order 

to receive services or accommodations.  Please contact the Center on the main campus to follow 

through with the documentation process.  It is located in the Student Services Center Room #201, or 

call for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

at 652-7516. 
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Drop Date 

If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before March 4th to avoid 

receiving an “F” on your transcript. 

 

Library 

 Hours of operation are posted online at http://library.dixie.edu/info/hours.html 

 

Academic dishonesty/Academic integrity policy 
Please be aware of DSCs policies on academic integrity: 

3-34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE 

34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, including 

but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, and 

cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline students proven guilty of 

academic dishonesty by: 

34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 

34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course, 

34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on 

probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 

34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the classroom 

environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college security) may 

dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities. If a student's behavior 

continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive 

students from their course. 

34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal those 

disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-35) 

Plagiarism 
Under the “Student Rights and Responsibilities Code,” Section 33.5.1.4 on Dixie’s home page, 

plagiarism is thoroughly defined. Please access this page and read the definition carefully: 

 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html Note that plagiarism includes cheating, such  

as “copying from another student’s test papers”; “using materials during a test not authorized by the 

person giving the test”; “collaborating with any other person during a test [or quiz]”; “soliciting or 

receiving unauthorized information about any test”; “using any unauthorized resource or aid in the 

preparation or completion of any course work, exercise, or activity”; and “collusion, which is the 

unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing work offered for credit.”  

 

The Dixie State College Research Paper Guide contains a more concise definition:  plagiarism is “an act 

of willfully or carelessly attempting to pass off as one’s own work the words (oral or written) of 

someone else” (6). You can buy the Dixie State College Research Guide in the bookstore, you can 

access the online research paper guide at http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl, you can refer to the link on DSC’s 

web page http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html , or you can talk to me. Your understanding of 

this concept is essential because plagiarism is grounds for failure in this course.  
 

Writing Center 

The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing 

assignments in all courses. The Writing Center is located in the Browning Bldg. Call Barbara Turnbow 

at 652.7743 for hours and more information. 

http://library.dixie.edu/info/hours.html
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Testing Center 

Hours of operation are posted online at http://dsc.dixie.edu/testingcenter/officehours.htm 

 

Tutoring Center 

Please be aware that you have access to tutoring services.  See 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm for more information.   

Policy for Absences Related to College Functions 

Students may periodically miss classes for various college-related functions, including athletics, club 

events, or course requirements. Students who must miss class because of a college-sanctioned activity  

are responsible for notifying their instructors and completing any missed assignment as detailed in the 

"Policy for Student Absences Related to College Functions." If the absence will be recurring due to 

intercollegiate athletics or other activity, written notification must take place no later than the 

second  

class period in the semester. If the absence is one-time due to a field trip or other activity, written 

notification must take place at least one week prior to the scheduled activity. The instructor retains 

the right to require coursework to be completed before the scheduled absence. 

D-mail 

Important class and college information will be sent to your D-mail email account.  This information 

includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of 

important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC.  

All DSC students are automatically assigned a D-mail email account.  If you don’t know your user name 

and password, go to www.dixie.edu for complete instructions.  You will be held responsible for 

information sent to your D-mail email, so please check it often. 

Disruptive Behavior 

Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the classroom environment to ensure a good 

learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college security) may dismiss and remove disruptive 

students from individual class activities. If a student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, 

the teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students from their course. 

Semester Calendar    

Make sure you are aware of dates for financial aid, add/drop, and other deadlines 

http://dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2011   

  

 

PLEASE come and talk to me if you have questions or concerns.  I want you 

to be successful in the class—which means I won’t “bargain” for grades but I 

WILL make every effort to help you master the material and grow as a 

writer and a reader.   

 

I hope this will be a great semester for all of us! 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/testingcenter/officehours.htm
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm
http://dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2011
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Children’s Literature, Spring 2011 

Detailed Schedule  
Date  Topics Reading due Assignments due 

1/11 (T) Course introduction 
Pre-test 

NA Journal and student info sheet 

1/13 (Th) Book fair  
Introduction to required books 

Books and bookkeeping guide Bring any questions regarding the syllabus 

1/18 (T) Children and their literature:  What is kid lit?   
Why is it so important?  
 

Essentials of Children’s Lit,  Ch. 1 Response to Chapter 1 (300+ word “strong 
response”—NOT just a summary) 

1/20 (Th) Reading out loud None None 

1/25 (T) Intro to evaluating kid lit 
Where to find good stuff 
Goodreads instructions 
Instructions for presentations 

Textbook Ch. 3 Journal:  How do I know it’s good? 
Possible quiz on the reading 
Bring in an example of children’s literature (an 
old favorite or a classic) 
Bring any questions about required reading 

1/27 (Th) Library orientation 
Start Nightjohn (in class) 

None Meet in library: 
Last names A-N go to library classroom first 
Last names P-Z go downstairs first 

2/1 (T) Approaching literature 
Application: Night John 

Finish reading NightJohn Reading log:  2 pages personal reaction to 
Nightjohn.  Bring the book to class. 
Presentation group #1 

2/3 (Th) Approaching literature: 
More on Nightjohn & our own applications 

Your choice:  narrative children’s picture 
book  

Bring book to class 
Sign up for book groups on Blackboard BEFORE 
CLASS. 
Presentation group #2 

2/8 (T) Critical theory:  a ridiculously quick intro. 
Rainbow Fish 

None Goodreads test post due 
Presentation group #3 

2/10 (Th) Tale of Despereaux 
Theme Statements 

Tale of Despereaux Reading log:  2 pages personal reaction to the 
book.  Bring book to class. 

2/15 (T) Poetry 
More on analyzing the “music of the words.” 

Textbook, Ch. 4  Possible pop quiz on text reading 
Presentation group #4 

2/17 (Th) Presentations and Booktalk 1 
Take home midterm handed out. 

 Booktalk #1 (done for a small group 
Presentation groups 5,6, and 7 
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Date Topic Reading due Assignments due 

2/22 (T) Thoughts on reading & children 
Intro. to book talks 

Textbook, Ch. 2 Possible quiz on the reading 
Presentation group #8 

2/24 (Th) Poetry II Poetry selections  
 Scan at least one poetry anthology (an 

anthology is a collection poems by 
DIFFERENT authors) 

 Scan one poetry book by a single author.   

 Read at least 6 poems per book. 
Choose DIFFERENT BOOKS than your friends 

Submit your pictures for Everybody Needs a Rock 

Poetry summaries and analyses: 
 Bring the books to class 

 One paper (or “File”) per book summary first, then 
analysis 

 Follow the format on the “Summary” instruction sheet 

 Make sure you indicate the subcategory for each book:  
Category = poetry, Subcategory = anthology OR single 
author 

 Be sure to use MLA format 

 Analysis:  Submit the following analyses:  Choose 4 of the 
poems you read (two from each book).  For each poem 
1) identify 3 literary elements & 2) explain their 
significance (samples will be posted on Blackboard). 

Presentation group 9 
Midterm exam due 

2/28 Book project at Red Mountain Elementary (in Ivins).   

3/1 (T) Practicing:  literary elements, 
theme, quality 

None None 

3/3 (Th) Picture Books  1 
Everybody Needs a Rock 

Textbook, Ch. 5 
 

Possible quiz on text reading 
Booktalk 2 (if you signed up for today) 

3/8 (T) Picture Books 2 
 

Picture book selections 
 Read at least 10 picture books 

 Choose no more than one from each of the 
following categories:  baby/board, 
interactive, toy, pattern, alphabet, counting, 
concept, wordless, easy to read, picture 
book for older readers, transitional, graphic 
novel for children, and picture storybook 

 Choose DIFFERENT BOOKS than friends 

 Choose at least 3 Caldecott books 

 Choose at least 2 winners of other awards 
(Coretta Scott King, Newberry) 

 80% of the books MUST have been 
published in the 21

st
 Century 

 Choose a variety of books:  contemporary, 
traditional, multicultural, etc. 

Poetry summaries and analyses: 
 Bring the books to class  

 Prepare to read a passage out loud to your group 

 One paper (or “File”) per analyzed book summary first, 
then analysis 

 Follow the format on the “Summary” instruction sheet 

 Category = picture book, Subcategory = concept, toy, 
interactive, etc. 

 Analysis:  Choose FIVE of the ten books and for each of 
these 5 books 1) identify 3 literary elements & 2) explain 
their significance.   

 Record the books on your tracking sheet, which you will 
paper clip to the top of your files to turn in. 

 Summaries for the 5 books you do NOT analyze can be in 
one document [you don’t have to have a separate piece 
of paper for each one]  

Booktalk 2 (if you signed up for today) 
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Date  Topics Reading due Assignments due 

3/10 (Th) Multicultural literature  Ch. 11 Possible quiz on text reading 
Booktalk 2 (if you signed up for today) 

3/15-
3/17 

Spring Break no class 

3/22 (T) Traditional literature 1 Ch. 6 Possible quiz on reading 
Booktalk 2 (if you signed up for today) 

3/24 (Th) Traditional literature 2  Traditional lit selections 
 Choose a minimum of 5 stories 

 These can be single books or tales from a 
collection (but you may only submit TWO 
stories each from a given collection or 
anthology) 

 At least 2 of the stories must be award 
winners or come from award-winning books. 

 Read from at least three of the different 
types of traditional literature (i.e. folk tale, 
fable, myth, and epic/legend).   

 If a book has the word folk, fairy, myth, or 
legend in the title, that does NOT necessarily 
mean that the book belongs in this category.  
Make sure the book really is traditional 
literature. 

 Read different stories than your friends 

Traditional summaries and analyses:  
 bring file books to class 

 Write a summary for each of the 5 stories. 

 Category = Traditional literature, Subcategory = Fable, 
myth, etc. 

 Choose 3 of the 5 stories you read to analyze. 
For each of these 3 stories, write 2-3 good 

paragraphs about why the stories are or are 
not good traditional literature.   

Be sure to judge the works by the standards 
in our textbook.  For example, traditional 
literature is supposed to be deliberately vague 
about the setting, so you could point out how 
well your story fits that.  Also, traditional 
literature comes from the oral tradition, so 
how these sound out loud is very important. 

Booktalk 2 (if you signed up for today) 

3/29 (T) Modern fantasy 1 Ch. 7 Possible quiz on text reading 
Booktalk 2 (if you signed up for today) 

3/31 (Th) Modern fantasy 2 
 

Fantasy selections 
 Sign up for a group on Blackboard.  Read the 

book assigned to your group. 

 Read a modern fantasy picture book for 
younger children originally published AFTER 
1999. 

 Remember that reading a multicultural selection 
now will save you work later in the semester! 

Modern fantasy summaries and analyses: 
 bring file books to class 

 Write a summary for every book 

 For subcategories see “Types” in our textbook, pp. 135-
140 

 For each of your books write a theme statement and 
then spend 3 paragraphs MINIMUM justifying your 
statement (we will talk about how to do this in class). 

 

Booktalk 2 (if you signed up for today) 
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Date  Topics Reading due Assignments due 

4/5 (T) Realistic fiction 1 Ch. 8 Possible quiz on text reading 
Post at least 5 books on goodreads.com  

4/7 (Th) Realistic fiction 2 
 

Realistic fiction selections 
 Read the book assigned to your group 

 Read a realistic fiction picture book for 
younger children that was published AFTER 
1999. 

 Remember that reading a multicultural selection 
now will save you work! 

Realistic fiction summaries and analyses:  
 bring file books to class 

 Write a summary for every book 

 For subcategories see “Types” in our textbook, pp. 152-157 

 For 2 of your books write a theme statement and then 
spend 3 paragraphs MINIMUM justifying your statement. 

Book talk #3 (if you signed up for today) 

4/12 (T) Historical fiction and biography Ch. 9 Possible quiz on text reading;  
Multicultural essays due 

Book talk #3 (if you signed up for today) 

4/14 (Th) Historical fiction 2 
 

Historical fiction selections 
 Read the book assigned to your group 

 Read a historical fiction picture book for 
younger children published AFTER 1999. 

Historical fiction summaries and analyses: 
 bring file books to class 

 Write a summary for every book 

 Subcategories would be the era it was written in (World 
War II, Medieval Europe, etc.) 

 For 2 of your books write a theme statement and then 
spend 3 paragraphs MINIMUM justifying your statement. 

 

Book talk #3 (if you signed up for today) 

4/19 (T) Biography Biography selections 
 
Choose at least 100 pages worth of biographies for 
children—1 or more books 

Biography summary and analyses: 
 bring books to class 

 write a summary for each book 

 For the analyses:  Write ½ - 1 page (at least 200 
words) evaluating the quality of one of your books. 

 In your evaluation you might consider these 
questions: (1) What is the value of this person’s life 
to young people of today?  (2) Does the information 
in the book present a picture of the person that is 
accurate and balanced? 

 Be sure to indicate on the subcategory of the files 
whether the biography is authentic or fictionalized 
and the type of biography (i.e. autobiography, picture 
book, simplified, complete, partial, or collective 
biography). 

 Remember: refer to individuals by their last names. 

Book talk #3 (if you signed up for today) 
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Date  Topics Reading due Assignments due 

4/21 (Th)  Informational books  
 
 
 

 

Ch. 10 
Informational book selections  

 Select one book written for younger or 
middle-group children (preschool-third 
grade) and one book written for older 
children (4

th
-middle school). 

 At least one of your two books should be an 
Orbis Pictus Award winner or honor book OR 
a Robert F. Sibert Award winner or honor 
book [see links on Blackboard for award-
winning titles] 

 Do a thorough scan of the books (that 
means you don’t have to read every word) 

 

Possible quiz on text reading  
Informational book summaries and analyses: 

 Bring books to class with you 

 Write a summary for each book. 

 Write a 300-500 word evaluation of each book. 

 In your evaluation you might comment on reference 
aids (index, glossary, Table of Contents, headings, 
subheadings, etc.), format and organization, the 
author’s credentials, and the currency of the 
information. 

 You might also want to comment on the “Checklist 
for evaluating Nonfiction” [See Blackboard link] 

Book talk #3 (if you signed up for today) 

4/26 (T) Censorship  None Book talk #3 (if you signed up for today) 

4/28 (Th) Course wrap up None Personal essay:  Censorship  
Bring your favorite book(s) back 
Post at least 10 books on goodreads.com (total of 10 for the 
semester—including “test” posts) 
Book talk #3 (if you signed up for today) 

5/5 (Th)  Final exam--  9:30-11:30—Comprehensive.  Closed book. 
 
Wish lists due. 

 

 


