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Methods of  
Teaching Literature 

Spring 2011 
 

English 4510—01  CRN 23092 
 

Instructor:   Suzanne Beasterfield
 

Office info: McDonald 213 
  (435) 652-7895 
  beasterfield@dixie.edu 
 

Office hours:   W 9:00-12:00 and 1:00-4:00 
 Th 8:00-8:45 

and by appointment

Please note:  I answer email once per day Monday-Friday, but my schedule does not allow me to answer at the 
same time every day.  This means that your email may not receive a response for more than 24 hours, especially 
on the weekends.  If you need a faster response, please call me. 
 
Meeting information: T/Th 9:00-10:15 
   SSC 304 

Final exam:  May 3
rd

 (T) 8:00-10:00 AM 

 

 
Course description and overview 

Required of English majors pursuing secondary certification, and recommended for others interested in teaching 
literature to young adult learners. Students will learn how to teach a variety of literary genres from diverse writers. 
They will also explore different pedagogical strategies and theoretical approaches to literature instruction.  
Prerequisite: English 2010 with a grade of C or better. 3 lecture hours per week. 

 
Course objectives and outcomes 

 
This course is a key piece in the initial preparation and licensure of teachers of English, and as such adheres to the 
“NCTE/NCATE Program Standards for Initial Preparation of Teachers of Secondary English Language Arts Grades 7–
12.”  Activities and assignments for this class correlate with these standards.  A detailed description of target 
outcomes for each standard is available as a link on Blackboard:  
 

 Through modeling, advisement, instruction, field experiences, assessment of performance, and 
involvement in professional organizations, candidates adopt and strengthen professional attitudes 
needed by English language arts teachers.   

 Candidates demonstrate knowledge of, and skills in the use of, the English language. 

 Candidates demonstrate knowledge of the practices of oral, visual, and written literacy. 

 Candidates demonstrate their knowledge of reading processes.   

 Candidates demonstrate knowledge of, and uses for, an extensive range of literature. 

 Candidates demonstrate knowledge of the range and influence of print and non-print media and 
technology in contemporary culture. 

 Candidates demonstrate knowledge of research theory and findings in English language arts. 

 Candidates acquire and demonstrate the dispositions and skills needed to integrate knowledge of English 
language arts, students, and teaching.   

 
(Accessed January 1, 2009 from  
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Groups/CEE/NCATE/RevisionApprovedStandards1108.pdf)  

 

http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Groups/CEE/NCATE/RevisionApprovedStandards1108.pdf
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Required books  
Beyond Grammar: Language, Power, and the Classroom by Harmon and Wilson 
Lord of the Flies by Golding  
Midsummer Night’s Dream by Shakespeare 
Sorrow’s Kitchen by Lyons 
Teaching Literature to Adolescents (2

nd
 Edition) by Beach 

 
 

Grades 
 
Grades will be based on percentage of total point earned according to the following scale: 
 

A      = 93-100% 
A- = 90-92% 
B+  = 88-89% 
B     = 83-87% 
B-   = 80-82% 

                C+  = 78-79% 

C     = 73-77% 
C-   = 70-72%  
D    = 63-69% 
D-  = 60-62% 
F    = 0 -59

 

Point breakdown: 
   
Percentage 
possible 

Assignment 

15   Attendance and participation  

17 Quizzes  

  6 Professor practice (4 for presentation and 2 for handout) 

  8 Teaching practice (2 times) 

  8 Reading logs 

10 “Considerations in teaching lit”  Poster Presentation 

  8 Unit plan  

18 “My plan for…” assignments and misc. journals, etc. 

10 Final Exam 

100 Total 

 
Assignments 
 
CHECK THE LATEST CLASS AGENDA for assignments and due dates.  All schedules are tentative and while I will try 
not to change things, your understanding when changes are necessary is appreciated. 
 

Attendance and Participation 
 
I want to reward you for showing up to class and actively participating.  That means that 15% of your grade comes 
from you being in class, on time, having thoroughly read the assignments before you come.  In class we will do 
various activities and short assignments like mini-group presentations, short writing assignments (like a poem), etc. 
 
Every session you miss FOR WHATEVER REASON costs you—so be sure that you are in class every session!  The 
attendance part of your grade is calculated using simple math.  Be in class 94% of the time or more, you get an A 
for that portion of your final grade.  If you are late or leave early and miss up to 15 minutes, you get 80% for the 
day.  15-30 minutes = 60%, 30-45 minutes = 40%, 45-60 minutes = 20%.  You are responsible for signing into and 
out of class.  If you don’t sign, you don’t get points for the day.  If you leave early or come in late and fail to sign 
the “Partial absence” form, I will not give you ANY credit for the day 
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If you have to miss class: 

1) Your assignments are due anyway.  Submit them by email 
BEFORE class. 

2) If you want to make up the points you will need to propose a 
makeup assignment related to the works or topic(s) we 
studied that day and that takes you as much time to 
complete as you would have spent in class.  You may do 
makeup projects a maximum of 2 times. 

3) I will not accept makeup projects the last 2 weeks of class. 

Quizzes 
 
There will be quizzes on most days when a reading assignment is due.  If you are late, you’ll miss the quiz and 
CANNOT MAKE IT UP.  If you are absent you may choose to make up as many as 2 quizzes by writing a thorough 
response to the day’s reading assignment and submitting it to me via email.  These should NOT be summaries.  
Rather they are strong responses to the reading that make it obvious that you read, understood, and thought 
critically about the text.  Make-up response papers are due within 1 week of the absence.  If you need further 
guidelines on how to write a strong response, please see me BEFORE writing the response paper.   
 
Make-up responses will be graded using the following rubric: 

 
Overall Effectiveness of Responses---Extent to which you demonstrate that you have used the response to engage actively 
in making meaning of the concepts, teaching strategies and practices, the research and theories presented in the texts. 
 

Specificity and Elaboration---Extent to which the response moves well beyond simply giving your impressions of what you 
read; the extent to which you look closely at the text in sustained examination of particular teaching strategies and 
particular arguments about literature. 
 

Critical thinking and insight---Extent to which you move beyond summary to examine critically the why behind particular 
teaching practices; extent to which you analyze what you read and explain why activities lead to learning. 
 

Completeness---each entry displays a length of at least 600 words. 
 

Conventions—Extent to which you adhere to standard academic English (spelling, punctuation, usage) 
 

 
Please note: 
 

 You may do response papers to make up for any and all quizzes missed because of school-excused 
absences.  Due within 1 week of absence. 

 You may do response papers to make up for a maximum of 2 quizzes missed due to regular (i.e.—non-
school-excused) absences. 

 I will be dropping your 2 lowest quiz scores for the semester.     
 
Please note:  There are 19 opportunities for quizzes and I will drop the 2 lowest scores.  [Translation:  You can blow 
off 2 quizzes and still potentially get 100% for you grade in this area.  But DO know our topic for the day or you’ll 
lose points for participation and in-class activities!] 
 

Teaching Practice 
 
It is important for you to have a chance to practice teaching before we send you into schools.  This helps to 
develop and hone your teacher demeanor and teaching rhythm and style.  You will be given the opportunity to 
lead the class in 2 separate activities.   
 
Teaching practice 1 will involve teaching a chosen literary element (such as symbolism, metaphor, iambic 
pentameter, characterization, etc.)  We will all pretend we are high school or middle school students and you will 
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be our teacher.  You will be graded on your teacher presence, preparation, and execution of the activities.  Peer 
review will be a part of the process, as well.  These activities will be very short—10 to 15 minutes, tops.  Sign up for 
presentation times on Blackboard.    
 
Teaching practice 2 will involve leading our class in a discussion.  This must be a “real” discussion (as opposed to a 
series of questions asked by a teacher and answered by one or two students).  The discussion will only be 5-10 
minutes long.  
 
**I HIGHLY suggest you run your plan past me before you teach, but this is not required.  Email me an outline of 
your plan and I will help you out! 

 
Professor Practice  
 
We have two textbooks for this class.  One of them (Beyond Grammar: Language, Power, and the Classroom by 
Harmon and Wilson) we will be teaching each other.  I will demonstrate how to do this with the first chapter, after 
which you and a partner will sign up to teach us the other chapters.  You will have 20-25 minutes to help your 
peers understand the content of the chapter and apply it to their teaching lives.  Only you and your partner will 
read the chapter in question—everyone else will be relying on you. 
 
You will be given a holistic grade based on the following: 
 

 A passing grade (60%) will be earned by any duo who stands and tells the class about the chapter in a 
seemingly random or unprepared way. 

 Expect a low C if you summarize your chapter and have a Powerpoint presentation that you read from.  

 To get an A or B 

 Have some sort of handout that helps your peers understand the important points of the chapter and 
briefly explain it to us.  The handout should be submitted to Mrs. B. early enough that she can get 
copies made well before class.  It should be clearly labeled with your names and as to which chapter 
it is about.  It should be easily understandable by someone who is not present for your explanation.  
It should adhere to the conventions of SEAE and should be polished and professional in format. 

 When you are finished, your peers should be educated as to the important points of the chapter—
and if at all possible they should have done more than just watch and listen passively.  MORE student 
interaction and LESS “sit and get” is always favorable. 

 On your presentation day you should dress and act like a professor (okay—maybe a step or two up 
from the most casual professors).  You will be evaluated on preparation, organization, and execution 
(in other words:  lecturing skills). 

 If you expect an A you will need to do SOMETHING that makes your presentation stand out from 
others—some sort of group activity or object lesson, for example. 

 If you choose to use Powerpoint, use it well.  Do NOT just read your slides.  Use them as springboards.  
Do NOT make your slides overly dense (18 point font is the minimum to use, and text that tiny should 
be used sparingly.  Do NOT hide behind the computer.  Be in front of us. 

 Make good eye contact.  Speak clearly.  Be you—but be the appropriately formal you.   

 Take exactly 20-25 minutes. 

 The entire class will be tested on the content of your presentation (in the final exam). 
 

Reading Logs 
 
Several times this semester we will be reading and analyzing literature.  The day these works are due you will also 
be required to turn in a reading log of 2-3 pages where you explore issues and reactions to the texts.  See the 
“Reading Log” document on Blackboard for more information and ideas about what to write.  I will grade these on 
two criteria:  1) Can I tell from what you wrote that you read and thought critically about the assignment? And 2) 
Can I tell from your log that you can apply the discourse of English to these works [i.e.—analyze literary elements, 
play with literary criticism, etc.]?  These need not be polished and will not be graded for conventions or 
organization.   
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Considerations presentations 
 
You will give poster presentations about particular aspects of concern when teaching literature.  You will research 
the issues, consolidate the information, and present it in the form of a poster session (like they do at professional 
conferences).  Details about this assignment will be posted on Blackboard.  Guests such as other professors and 
DSC students will be invited to attend.   
 

 
Unit Plan 
 
In groups you will be choosing one work appropriate for middle or high school students and together you will 
compose a unit plan.  One complete class session and parts of two others will be devoted to this project, and 
should not require extensive work outside of class (but might require a bit). 
 
 

Final exam   
 
May 3

rd
 (T) 8:00-10:00 AM 

 
 The final exam will be closed book, comprehensive and will consist of multiple choice and short answer or short 
essay questions taken from our textbook, lectures, and handouts.  I will post a few sample exam questions on 
Blackboard at least a week before the final exam. 

 
Policies 
 
Attendance and Tardy Policy Attendance is imperative.  As you embark on your career you must learn the 

importance of being on the job, on time, and totally prepared for the day’s work.  Thus, you must be in class for 
every meeting ready to participate.   
 
Your grade will be adversely affected if you miss class (see details under “Grades”).  You will also lose points if you 
are late to class more than twice.     
 

Drop Date If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before March 4
th

  to avoid 

receiving an “F” on your transcript. 
 

Academic dishonesty/Academic integrity policy 

 
Please be aware of DSCs policies on academic integrity: 

3-34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE 
34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, including but 
not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, and 
cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline students proven guilty of 
academic dishonesty by: 
34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 
34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course, 
34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 
34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on probation, 
suspend, and/or expel the student. 
34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the classroom 
environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college security) may 
dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities. If a student's behavior continues 
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to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students from their 
course. 
34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal those 
disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-35) 

Plagiarism 
 

Under the “Student Rights and Responsibilities Code,” Section 33.5.1.4 on Dixie’s home page, plagiarism is 
thoroughly defined. Please access this page and read the definition carefully: 
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html.  Note that plagiarism includes cheating, such as “copying from 
another student’s test papers”; “using materials during a test not authorized by the person giving the test”; 
“collaborating with any other person during a test [or quiz]”; “soliciting or receiving unauthorized information 
about any test”; “using any unauthorized resource or aid in the preparation or completion of any course work, 
exercise, or activity”; and “collusion, which is the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing 
work offered for credit.” 
  The Dixie State College Research Paper Guide contains a more concise definition:  plagiarism is “an act of 
willfully or carelessly attempting to pass off as one’s own work the words (oral or written) of someone else” (6). 
You can buy the Dixie State College Research Guide in the bookstore, you can access the online research paper 
guide at http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl, you can refer to the link on DSC’s web page 
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html , or you can talk to me. Your understanding of this concept is 
essential because plagiarism is grounds for failure in this course.  
 
 

 
 

Toys 
 
Please remember to turn off your cell phones and keep them out of sight.  No web browsing; no web casting; no 
texting; no downloading; no checking email; no recording.  In other words, please show your instructor and your 
peers respect by not playing with your electronic (or non-electronic) toys or tools during class.   
 
If you choose to play with your toys, I will ask you to leave the class and you will lose credit for the day. 

 
Disability resources If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment that will 

substantially limit a major life activity, please contact the Disability Resource Center on the main campus. The 
Center Coordinator and staff will assist you in analyzing your eligibility for services. If you are deemed eligible, 
reasonable accommodations that are appropriate for your disability will be assigned. If you have any questions 
concerning this process, please contact the Center at 652-7516; we are located in the Student Services Center, 
Room #201 of the Edith Whitehead Building. 
 
Writing Center The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their 

writing assignments in all courses. The Writing Center is located in the Browning Bldg. Call Barbara Turnbow at 
652.7743 for hours and more information. 
 

Testing Center Hours of operation are posted online at http://dsc.dixie.edu/testingcenter/officehours.htm  

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html
http://dsc.dixie.edu/testingcenter/officehours.htm
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Library Hours of operation are posted online at http://library.dixie.edu/info/hours.html. 
 

Tutoring Center Please be aware that you have access to tutoring services.  See 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm for more information.   
 

College Calendar Make sure you are aware of Dixie State College deadlines—missing these could cost you 

time, money, and heartache!  See http://dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2011.  
 

Policy for Absences Related to College Functions Students may periodically miss classes for various 

college-related functions, including athletics, club events, or course requirements. Students who must miss class 
because of a college-sanctioned activity are responsible for notifying their instructors and completing any missed 
assignment as detailed in the "Policy for Student Absences Related to College Functions." If the absence will be 
recurring due to intercollegiate athletics or other activity, written notification must take place no later than the 
second class period in the semester. If the absence is one-time due to a field trip or other activity, written 
notification must take place at least one week prior to the scheduled activity. The instructor retains the right to 
require coursework to be completed before the scheduled absence. 

 
D-mail Important class and college information will be sent to your D-mail email account.  This information 

includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of important 
dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC.  All DSC students are 
automatically assigned a D-mail email account.  If you don’t know your user name and password, go to 
www.dixie.edu for complete instructions.  You will be held responsible for information sent to your D-mail email, 
so please check it often. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
PLEASE come and talk to me if you have questions or concerns.  I want you 
to be successful in the class—which means I won’t “bargain” for grades but 
I WILL make every effort to help you master the material and grow as a 
reader and as a future teacher.   
 

I hope this will be a great semester for all of us! 
 

  

http://library.dixie.edu/info/hours.html
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm
http://dixie.edu/reg/?page=spring2011
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Methods of Teaching Literature, Spring 2010 

Tentative Schedule  
Date  Topics Basic Reading due Assignments due 

1/11 (T) Course introduction 

 

N/A Student information sheet;  

Journal: me and lit [done in class] 

1/13 (Th) Goals for teaching 

Intro. to Professional Journals and organizations 

Teaching Literature Ch. 1 Possible quiz 

1/18 (T) Language study and how to do Professor practice and 

Teaching practice 1 

Grammar Ch. 1 Possible quiz 

1/20 (Th) Who are my students? 

Report on professional organizations and resources 

Intro. to our hypothetical class 

Teaching Literature Ch. 2 Perusal of one professional resource 

Possible quiz 

Teaching practice 1 (if you signed up) 

1/25 (T) Planning and organizing, part I 

Utah core; scope and sequence; topical planning;  

5 Cs; Bloom’s taxonomy 

Teaching Literature Ch. 3 Possible quiz  

 

Teaching practice 1 (if you signed up) 

1/27 (Th) Teaching the classics Teaching Literature Ch. 4 Possible quiz  

Teaching practice 1 (if you signed up) 

2/1 (T) Teaching YA lit Teaching Literature Ch. 5 Possible quiz  

Teaching practice 1 (if you signed up) 

2/3 (Th) Media makers and readers Teaching Literature Ch. 6 Possible quiz 

Teaching practice 1 (if you signed up 

for today) 

2/8 (T) Helping students understand what they are reading 

 

Teaching Literature Ch. 7 Possible quiz 

Teaching practice 1 (if you signed up) 

2/10 (Th) Teaching literary genres  

Focus on the short story 

Teaching Literature Ch. 8 Possible quiz  

Bring one short story you might want to 

teach someday. 

Teaching practice 1 (if you signed up) 

2/15 (T) Different ways of seeing  

 

Teaching Literature Ch. 9 Possible quiz  

My plan for teaching short stories 

2/17 (Th) On Knowing a Language and The Power of Words  None Professor practice (if you signed up for 

today) 

2/22 (T) Hate language and Language and Gender None Professor practice (if you signed up) 

2/24 (Th) Dialects and ELLs None Professor practice (if you signed up) 

3/1 (T) Using drama strategies Teaching Literature Ch. 10 Possible quiz 

3/3(Th) Leading discussions 

How to do Teaching practice 2: Leading a discussion 

Teaching Literature Ch. 11 Possible quiz  
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Date  Topic(s) Reading due Assignments due 

3/8 & 3/10   Spring Break No class!   

3/15 (T) Writing about literature 

Alternative to book reports 

Teaching Literature Ch. 12 Possible quiz 

3/17 (Th) Sorrow’s Kitchen Sorrow’s Kitchen Reading log 

Teaching practice 2:  Discussing issues 

(if you signed up for today) 

3/22 (T) Teaching vocabulary 

Lord of the Flies 

Lord of the Flies  Reading log 

Teaching practice 2:  Discussing issues 

(if you signed up for today) 

3/24 (Th) Teaching a novel:  enter, explore, extend 

Intro to unit planning assignment 

Handout Possible quiz 

3/29 (T) How to write a lesson plan 

Time in class to work on unit plans 

None None 

3/31(Th) Poetry 1 Handout Possible quiz  

Lesson plan [draft]  

Teaching practice 2:  Discussing issues 

(if you signed up for today) 

4/5 (T) Poetry 2 Favorite poems Bring 3-5 poems you could teach 

TOGETHER 

Teaching practice 2:  Discussing issues 

(if you signed up for today) 

Reading log 

4/7 (Th) Poster presentations None Poster presentations  

My plan for using poetry 

4/12 (T) A Midsummer Night’s Dream A Midsummer Night’s Dream Possible quiz 

Teaching practice 2:  Discussing issues  

4/14 (Th) Teaching Shakespeare Handout Possible quiz 

Teaching practice 2:  Discussing issues  

4/19 (T) Using film in the English classroom Handout  Possible quiz  

My plan for teaching Shakespeare 

4/21 (Th) Assessment 1 None Wear comfy clothes 

My plan for using film in the classroom 

4/26 (T) Assessment 2 Teaching Literature Ch. 13 Possible quiz 

4/28 (Th) Becoming a complete teacher 

How to write a philosophy statement 

Teaching Literature Ch. 14 Possible quiz 

Informally present unit plans 

5/3 (T) 8:00-10:00 Final exam Comprehensive.  Closed book, closed notes, closed neighbor. 

 
 


