
ENGL 1010D-08: INTRODUCTION TO COLLEGE WRITING 
With a focus on media literacy 

 

Fall 2014 

Classrooms and Meeting Times: 

Monday 2:00 – 4:05 Browning 115 

Wednesday 2:00 – 4:05 Jennings 192 

Instructor: Barrett Beck 

Office: Holland 481 

Office Hours: 1:30 – 4:00 Tuesday/Thursday 

Email: bbeck@dixie.edu 

Phone: 435-879-4481 

Final exam: Wednesday, December 17
th

, 1:30 – 3:30  

English Mission Statement 

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for 

the centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, 

historical, and political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and 

evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.  

 

Composition Mission Statement   

As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of 

both the department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to 

strengthen students’ skills and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to 

increase students’ written fluency, and help them better formulate and organize ideas into 

focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays. 

 

Course Description  

Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Designed to improve students' abilities 

to read, analyze, and write expository papers. Provides opportunities to write and revise a 

number of essays. Activities, library research, portfolios, writing to a style guide, and tests may 

also be used to prepare students to write college level papers. Successful completers (grade C or 

higher) will be prepared to take ENGL 2010. Prerequisite: LIB 1010 (can be taken concurrently); 

AND English placement score 19 or higher OR ENGL 0990 (Grade C or higher and if ENGL 

0995 required, Grade C or higher); AND Reading placement score 17 or higher OR ENGL 1470 

(Grade C or higher).  

 

Course Goals:  

 Goals to be reached in this course:  

• A knowledge of the rules of grammar, punctuation and usage.  

• An understanding of effective stages within the writing process.  

• An understanding of the modes of writing.  

 

Course Learning Outcomes 

 Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to: 

• Write more clearly.  

• Write more correctly (in terms of academic rules of effective writing).  
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Methods of Assessment:  

Formative Assessment Methods 

Preparation Checks: Students will periodically show their completion of the stages of the writing  

process.  

In-Class Writing: Students will be asked to write at least one in-class essay, partly to learn about  

strategies of on-the-spot writing, and partly to verify that their out-of-class writing is indeed their  

own.  

Summative Assessment Methods 

Essays: Students in this course will:  

Write a minimum of 4 essays, totaling at least 4,500 words: 

o Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words). 

o One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates sources.  

Value-Added Assessment Method 

Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which 

their learning has increased during the semester. This will be a multiple-choice (scantron) test.  

 

Required Textbooks and Materials  

 The Norton Field Guide to Writing, with Handbook, 3rd edition, by Richard Bullock and 

Francine Weinberg 

 Access to a computer (the university provides a number of computer labs)  

 $30.00 for printing on your Dixie One card is recommended 

 One blue book for final exam 

 

Requirements of Course  

All of the formal written assignments below must be turned in to me in order to pass the course.  

 Four papers, edited and revised  

 Three drafts of each of the four formal papers  

 News presentation 

 Completed portfolio  

 10 discussion posts 

 Final presentation 

 Three individual conferences  

 Thoughtful, active, and responsible participation and citizenship, including discussion, 

preparation for class, and in-class writing  

 

Portfolio Evaluation  

You will turn in drafts of all essays/projects on assigned dates, and you will receive both 

feedback from your peers and from me but not final grades on individual papers. A portfolio of 

your work will be submitted at the end of the semester and you will receive a grade for the 

portfolio. This type of evaluation gives you the opportunity to revise your essays until you 

submit your portfolio at the end of the semester.  

 

Grading 

Portfolio – 60%, each paper worth 150 points, 600 points total 

News Presentation – 5%, worth 50 points 



Final Paper Presentation – 5%, worth 50 points 

Discussions – 10%, worth 100 points 

Participation – 10%, worth 100 points 

Final exam – 10%, worth 100 points 

Total points possible: 1000  

 

Grading scale: A = 930 to 1000 points, A- = 900 to 929 points, B+ = 870 to 899 points, B = 830 

to 869 points, B- = 800 to 829 points, C+ = 770 to 799 points, C = 730 to 769 points, C- = 700 to 

729 points, D+ = 670 to 699 points, D = 630 to 669 points, D- = 600 to 629 points, F = 599 and 

below 

 

Attendance  

You should always inform me, ahead of time when possible, about why you miss class. Save 

your absences for when you get sick or for family emergencies. Not showing up for a conference 

counts as an absence as well. Part of your grade is based on class participation—if you are not 

here, you can’t participate! Students who miss more than six class sessions – equivalent to one-

fifth of the semester – will fail the course.  

 

Class Absences Related to College Functions 

If you must miss class for a college-sanctioned activity, such as an athletic event or musical 

performance, you are responsible for providing me with written notification of the absence in 

advance. While I do not let students turn in work late, I will make accommodations for you to 

take tests or turn in work early so that you are not penalized for missing class.  

 

Tardiness 

If you are more than ten minutes late to class, you will be counted as tardy. Three tardies amount 

to one absence.  

 

Civility  

This class will tolerate neither disruptive language nor disruptive behavior. Disruptive language 

includes, but is not limited to, violent or insulting remarks, including sexist, racist, or 

homophobic slurs, bigotry, and discouraging commentary, either spoken or written (offensive 

slang is included in this category). While I welcome and encourage everyone to have their own 

opinions, discriminatory language is unacceptable and will be dealt with immediately. Disruptive 

behavior includes the use of cell phones and talking when another member of the class is 

speaking or when I am lecturing. Disrespectful students are poisonous to a positive classroom 

atmosphere and can lead to the student being counted absent for the day and being asked to 

leave.  

 

Disruptive Behavior Policy, as stated in the DSC Policies and Procedures Manual:  

Teachers at Dixie State University have the right to manage the classroom environment to ensure 

a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college security) may dismiss and remove 

disruptive students from individual class activities. If a student's behavior continues to disrupt 

class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students from their 

course. Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal 

those disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-35) 



 
LAPTOPS ARE NOT ALLOWED IN CLASS – NOT EVEN TO TAKE NOTES. USE OF 

LAPTOPS OR CELL PHONES DURING CLASS IS GROUNDS FOR BEING MARKED 

ABSENT FOR THE DAY.  

Discussions 

Students are expected to post discussions to Canvas. These will often be in response to required 

readings, although discussions can also be used to promote critical thinking or to serve as part of 

the planning process for a paper. There will be a total of 12 discussion assignments throughout 

the semester, and students can miss a total of 2 discussions without a grade penalty. Discussions 

posted late will receive a 0 for the assignment.   

 
Freewrites 

Many class periods will involve a ten to fifteen minute long “freewrite”. The class will be given 

an open-ended prompt to write on informally – these are not exercises in style, but thinking. 

Freewrites will often be shared with the class. Freewrites count towards your participation grade. 

If you are absent during a class freewrite, you do not have to make it up. On workshopping days, 

you will also be required to fill out a worksheet in response to your peers.  

 

Presentations 

In the fourth week of class, you will give a short, five minute presentation in PowerPoint 

describing a recent news article. In the last week of class, you will give a ten minute PowerPoint 

presentation summarizing the argument of either your third or fourth paper.  

 

Course Announcements and Emails 

Assignments, discussions, and readings will regularly be updated online, through Canvas and 

through your campus email. You need to check both regularly in order to keep up with the course 

and you are expected to be accountable for information uploaded online. Check your Dmail 

frequently.   

 

Final Exam 

Your final exam will be open notebook. You will be tested on key concepts covered over the 

semester, such as rhetorical analysis, as well as the contents of the course readings. There will 

also be a short essay component.  

 

Participation 

The participation grade is determined by how much you actively participate in the classroom 

(speaking up, answering questions, constructively helping your peers in workshop) and how 

much effort is put into discussions and freewrites. Most discussions and freewrites will simply be 

graded on whether you did the assignment or not, but excellent work will bump up your grade. 

Consistent lack of effort on the journals and discussions will lower your grade.  

 

Drafts, Revisions, and Final Papers  

You‘ll need to make copies of your drafts and revisions (not final papers) before you come to 

class on days we workshop. The number of drafts needed will be provided to you prior to each 

workshop. I require that all drafts and revisions be typed. You have access to a number of 

computer labs around campus, so if you don’t have your own computer, take advantage of one of 



DSU’s. Final papers do not need covers or title pages. All your written work must have your 

name, my name, the name of the class, and the date at the top of the first page. You will be 

responsible for some photocopying expenses for this class in order to share your writing with 

your peers. You will be required to share your work with your classmates so take care in what 

you choose to write about. Your writing for this class is nearly always public writing in the sense 

that others will be reading, hearing, and commenting on it. 

 

Lab Days 

This class has a required lab component. During lab days, you will be asked to complete writing 

activities, both individually and in groups, or will be given time to work on your papers. Students 

who do not come prepared to work on lab days, whether it’s by bringing copies of their papers to 

workshop with their peers or simply by spending the class period on Facebook instead of writing, 

will received a lowered participation grade or may be counted as absent for the day.  

 
Electronic Submissions 

Students must submit their papers electronically through Canvas in order to prevent plagiarism 

and to receive my feedback. I will show you how Turnitin works before you turn in your first 

paper and demonstrate how you can use Turnitin to check your papers for plagiarism on your 

own.    

 

But my printer/computer wasn’t working! My computer died! 

Late work will always result in a penalty to your final grade – half a letter grade per day the 

paper is late. Remember to back up your files – invest in a $5 flash drive or use Google docs. If 

the class is workshopping and you do not have a draft of your paper, you will still be expected to 

provide feedback for your peers.  

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism, as I’m sure you know by now, is the incorporation of other people’s thoughts or 

words into your work without acknowledging that they are not your own. Any instance of 

plagiarism, intentional or otherwise, is a serious academic offense. Over the semester, I will be 

instructing you in proper citation methods and will support you in conducting original research. 

If you ever have any doubts as to whether or not you are plagiarizing, feel free to meet with me 

to discuss your paper. Work that contains plagiarized material will receive a 0 and depending 

upon the seriousness of the offense, may be reported to Student Affairs. A second incidence of 

plagiarism will be reported to Student Affairs and the student will fail the course.  

 

Students may not submit any work to this class that they have previously used in another course. 

 

Academic Honesty/Integrity Policy, as stated in the DSU Policies and Procedures Manual: 
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State University, including but 

not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, 

and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State University may discipline students 

proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 

a. Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 

b. Failing the student in the entire course, 

c. Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 



d. Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on 

probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement 

Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring reasonable academic 

adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in this class will need to contact 

the Disability Resource Center Coordinator (Baako Wahabu) for eligibility determination. Proper 

documentation of impairment is required in order to receive services or accommodations. DRC is 

located at the ground floor of the Financial Aid Office. Visit or call 652-7516 to schedule 

appointment to discuss the process. DRC Coordinator determines eligibility for and authorizes 

the provision of services. 

 

Student Support Services 

Library  http://library.dixie.edu  

DSU has many excellent librarians who are here to help you with a variety of research needs. 

Don’t be afraid to ask the students working at the desk if you can make an appointment with a 

librarian. 

 

Testing Center http://new.dixie.edu/testing  

 

Writing Center and OWL http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php  

The Writing Center is a great resource and I highly recommend utilizing it over the semester to 

get assistance with revising your writing.   

 

Tutoring Center http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring 

For help with all of your other classes. 

 

IT Student Help Desk - dixie.edu/helpdesk 

 

Dmail Statement 
You are required to frequently check your Dmail account. Important class and university 

information will be sent to your Dmail account, including DSU bills, financial aid/scholarship 

notices, notices of cancelled classes, reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other 

information critical to your success at DSU and in your courses. To access your Dmail account, 

visit go.dixie.edu/dmail. If you do not know your Dmail username or you have forgotten your 

PIN, visit go.dixie.edu/mydixie and follow the respective instructions. 

 

Papers  

 

Paper 1: Rhetorical Situation Paper, 2-4 pages 

As your first graded paper, you will be learning how to depart from the high school style of 

summarizing and move on to the college style of argument. If you learned how to write a five 

paragraph essay, then the structure of this paper will be familiar to you, but not the content. You 

will be writing either for or against the state of Maine’s punishment of Christopher Knight. This 

paper will be based on Michael Finkel’s article, “The Last True Hermit,” which will be provided 



to you through Canvas. You are expected to use ethos, pathos, and logos to frame your argument 

about Knight.   

  

Paper 2: Current Event Paper, 4-6 pages 

For this paper, you will review a current or recent event that has received significant media 

coverage. The goal is to provide an objective overview of how different major networks, 

magazines, newspapers, or websites have described your chosen event. Twitter accounts do not 

count for this essay. You are required to pick three media outlets, consisting of one left-leaning 

source, one right-leaning source, and one international source. Your thesis should make a 

statement relating to the similarities and differences in the presentation of an event. How does 

each source want the viewer to feel about the event? Is it possible for anyone to know the “true” 

story of what happened? 

 

Paper 3: Historical Distortion Paper, 6-8 pages 

What do we really know about history? For many of us, our only knowledge of the past comes 

from what we see on television, at the movies, in videogames, or written in books. We assume 

that historical narratives must be relatively accurate – after all, it takes a lot of work to lie – but 

that is only rarely the case. It’s easier to research other historical narratives instead of doing the 

research yourself. That’s why for this assignment you will take a work of historical fiction, and 

research the actual period and/or event being portrayed. Your thesis should explore why and how 

the truth was distorted to make the narrative more interesting, less challenging to the status quo, 

or to serve a specific political purpose.  

 

Paper 4: Community Profile Paper, 6-8 pages 

How familiar are you with communities outside of your own? Just like history, most people’s 

understanding of other communities is formed by what they see in media. As you’ve already 

learned over the semester, every source has a narrative agenda. In this last paper, you will profile 

a community that is not your own and analyze how that community is depicted in the media. 

Media here refers not just to the news, but to movies, videogames, comics, books – anything you 

can think of that has a narrative. For the purposes of this paper, communities could be based on 

region, gender, race, nationality, ability, religion, sexual orientation, or even other qualifiers if 

you discuss the community with me first. The thesis of the essay should summarize how a 

community has been portrayed by the media, and why the media chose its particular narrative for 

the community.     

 

Important Dates to Remember 
Aug 25 Classwork Starts 

Aug 28 Last Day for Waitlist 

Aug 29 Last Day to Add Without Signature 

Sep 1 Labor Day 

Sep 4 Drop/Audit Fee Begins ($10 per class) 

Sep 4 Residency Application Deadline 

Sep 9 $50 Late Registration/Payment Fee 

Sep 15 Pell Grant Census 

Sep 15 Last Day for Refund 

Sep 15 Last Day to drop without receiving a "W" grade 

Sep 17 Courses dropped for non-payment 

Sep 19 Last Day to Add/Audit 

Oct 1 Fall 2014 Associate's degree Graduation Application Deadline 



Oct 15 Mid-Term Grades Due 

Oct 16-17 Semester Break 

Oct 20 Last Day to Drop Individual Class 

Oct 27 Spring and Summer 2015 class schedules available online 

Nov 3 Spring 2015 Bachelor's degree Graduation Application Deadline 

Nov 11 Career Day 

Nov 14 Last Day for Complete Withdrawal 

Nov 17 Spring Registration open to Seniors (90+ credits) 

Nov 18 Spring Registration open to Juniors (60+ credits) 

Nov 19 Spring Registration open to Sophomores (30+ credits) 

Nov 20 Spring Registration Open to All Students 

Nov 26-28 Thanksgiving Break 

Dec 12 Classwork Ends 

Dec 15-19 Final Exams 

 

Class Schedule 

 

Note: because this class has a strong focus on current media, course readings may be changed 

during the semester. You will likely have to do additional reading each week for your discussion 

posts. If a significant portion of the class is not participating in discussions, pop quizzes will be 

given out and will be counted towards your participation grade. All dates are subject to change, 

but let this guide your expectations for the class and its workload. The final word on 

assignments, readings, and due dates will always be what’s posted to Canvas.  

 

Week of Aug. 25
th

  

 

Topic: An Introduction to Rhetorical Situations 

Assignments: None 

Lab: In-Class Diagnostic Essay 

Reading: Norton Field Guide, 1-24  

 

Week of Sept. 1
st
  

 

Topic: Learning to Analyze  

Assignments: Draft 1, Paper 1, due Wednesday, Sept. 3
rd

 

Lab: Bring 3 copies of Draft 1, Paper 1 

Reading: NFG, Guide to Writing Textual Analyses, 70-81 

Class Cancelled on Monday, Sept. 1
st
 for Labor Day 

 

Week of Sept. 8
th

  

 

Topic: Identifying Bias  

Assignments: Draft 2, Paper 2, due Friday, Sept. 12
th

  

Lab: Bring 3 copies of Draft 2, Paper 1 

Reading: NFG Response and Revising, 275-286 

 

Week of Sept. 15
th

  

 

Topic: Introduction to Media Literacy 



Assignments: Powerpoint News Presentations, Sept. 15
th

  

Lab: Conferences, Regular Class Cancelled 

Reading: NFG Strategies, 299-322 

 

Week of Sept. 22
nd

  

 

Topic: Propaganda  

Assignments: None 

Lab: In-class outline and research of Paper 2 

Reading: NFG Strategies, 323-341 

 

Week of Sept. 29
th

  

 

Topic: Evaluating Sources 

Assignments: Draft 1, Paper 2 due Friday Oct. 2
nd

  

Lab: Bring 3 copies of Draft 1, Paper 2 

Reading: NFG Strategies, 348-355 

 

Week of Oct. 6
th

  

 

Topic: Truthiness in the News 

Assignments: Draft 2, Paper 2 due Oct. 10
th

  

Lab: Bring 3 copies of Draft 2, Paper 2 

Reading: NFG Strategies, 396-413 

 

Week of Oct. 13
th

  

 

Topic: Deep History 

Assignments: None 

Lab: Conferences, Regular Class Cancelled 

Reading: NFG Developing a Research Plan, 421-430 

 

Week of Oct. 20
th

  

 

Topic: The Mismeasure of Man 

Assignments: None 

Lab: In-class Annotated Bibliography 

Reading: NFG Finding Sources 432-452 

 

Week of Oct. 27
th

  

 

Topic: Introduction to Research 

Assignments: Library visit, Monday Oct. 27
th

   

Lab: Bring 3 copies of Draft 1, Paper 3 

Reading: NFG Quoting, Paraphrasing, and Summarizing, 462-474 

 



Week of Nov. 3
rd

  

 

Topic: The Progress Narrative 

Assignments: Draft 2, Paper 3 due Friday Nov. 7
th

  

Lab: Bring 3 copies of Draft 2, Paper 3 

Reading: NFG Acknowledging Sources, Avoiding Plagiarism, 475-479 

 

Week of Nov. 10
th

  

 

Topic: The Wild West 

Assignments: None 

Lab: In-class Annotated Biography 

Reading: Sherman Alexie, “Superman and Me,” posted to Canvas 

 

Week of Nov. 17
th

  

Topic: Stereotyping 

Assignments: Draft 1, Paper 4 due Friday Nov. 14
th

  

Lab: Bring 3 copies of Draft 1, Paper 4 

Reading: Ian Frazier, “On the Rez,” posted to Canvas 

 

Week of Nov. 24
th

  

Topic: Sharing Knowledge 

Assignments: None 

Lab: Conferences, Regular Class Cancelled 

Reading: TBD 

Class Cancelled on Wednesday, Nov. 26
th

 for Thanksgiving Break 

 

Week of Dec. 1
st
  

 

Topic: Portfolios 

Assignments: Draft 2, Paper 4 due Friday Dec. 5
th

   

Lab: Bring 3 copies of Draft 2, Paper 4 

Reading: None 

 

Week of Dec. 8
th

  

 

Topic: Writing Beyond English 

Assignments: Final Presentations 

Lab: Portfolio Workshop 

Reading: None 

 

Portfolios Due by Monday, Dec. 15
th

  


