
1470-03: Critical Reading 

Spring 2015 

Classroom and Meeting Time: MTWH 1:00 – 1:50 p.m. Browning 114 

Instructor: Barrett Beck 

Office: Holland 481 

Office Hours: 10 am – 11:30 am Monday/Wednesday, 2 pm to 3 pm on Tuesday/Thursday 

Email: bbeck@dixie.edu 

Phone: 435-879-4481 

Final exam: Friday, May 1st, 12 pm to 2 pm 

  

English Mission Statement 

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the 
centrality of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and 
political contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other 
media, as well as learning how to produce focused critical essays. 

Course Description 

For students wanting to improve their reading skills and further enhance their opportunities for success in 
college. Focus of instruction is higher-level comprehension with minor emphasis on vocabulary 
development and reading speed. This is a lecture/lab course with both group and independent 
instructional activities required. Upon completion of the course, successful students will be able to apply 
critical and analytical reading skills to comprehend and evaluate sophisticated and complex reading 
materials. Prerequisite: Reading placement score 12 or higher; or ENGL 0470 (Grade C or higher). 

Course Goal 

Good reading skills are critical to success in the academic world. The reading demands placed on 
students in post-secondary education can be overwhelming. The goal of this course is to help students 
develop their reading skills up to the college level, and beyond. 

Course Learning Objectives 

Students will become faster, more confident and competent readers. Students will be prepared with 
reading strategies they can use both inside and outside the classroom in order to achieve greater 
success. Additionally, students will become familiar with the vocabulary of higher education. Upon 
successful completion of the course, students will be expected to read at a minimum of 250 words per 
minute with 70 percent or better comprehension. They will also be expected to read college-level material 
with 80 percent or better comprehension, untimed. This will be accomplished through instruction in the 
areas of vocabulary development, comprehension skills, and reading speed. 



Required Textbooks and Materials 

Ten Steps to Advanced Reading, 2nd edition, by John Langan 

Two books for outside reading, selected from a list provided by instructor 

Two notebooks, one for in-class notetaking and another one reserved for vocabulary 

Come prepared with pencils and your textbook every day 

Attendance 

You should always inform me, ahead of time when possible, about why you miss class. Save your 
absences for when you get sick or for family emergencies. Part of your grade is based on class 
participation and work completed in class—if you are not here, you can’t participate! Students who miss 
more than eight class sessions – equivalent to two weeks of the course – will lose participation points at a 
rate of 25 points for every 2 extra days missed, rounded up. 

Class Absences Related to College Functions 

If you must miss class for a college-sanctioned activity, such as an athletic event or musical performance, 
you are responsible for providing me with written notification of the absence in advance. I do not excuse 
absences which I receive notification for after the event – if it is a college function, you will know ahead of 
time and I expect you to extend the same courtesy to me. While I do not let students make up missed 
tests, I will make accommodations for you to take tests early so that you are not penalized for missing 
class. 

Tardiness 

If you are more than ten minutes late to class, you will be counted as tardy. Three tardies amount to one 
absence. 

Grading 

Ten Homework Assignments – 1000 points, each assignment worth 100 points 

Ten Chapter Tests – 1000 points, each test worth 100 points 

Two Book Tests – 400 points, each test worth 200 points 

Participation – 500 points 

Final Exam – 300 points 

Timed Readings – 225 points, each worth 15 points 

Syllabus Quiz – 15 points 

Summary Assignment – 10 points 

Total points: 3450 

Grading scale 



                        100 to 93 %      A                    77 to 75%        C 

                          92 to 90 %      A-                   74 to 70%        C- 

                          89 to 88 %      B+                  69 to 68%        D+ 

                          87 to 83 %      B                    67 to 63%        D 

                          82 to 80 %      B-                   62 to 60%        D- 

                          79 to 78 %      C+                  59 to 0%          F   

Grades are determined on a percentage basis and all grades ended in .5 or higher will be rounded up to 
the next whole number. 

Civility 

This class will tolerate neither disruptive language nor disruptive behavior. Disruptive language includes, 
but is not limited to, violent or insulting remarks, including sexist, racist, or homophobic slurs, bigotry, and 
discouraging commentary, either spoken or written (offensive slang is included in this category). 
Disruptive behavior includes the use of cell phones and talking when another member of the class is 
speaking or when I am lecturing. Disrespectful students are poisonous to a positive classroom 
atmosphere and can lead to the student being counted absent for the day and being asked to leave. 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement 

Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring reasonable academic 
adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in this class will need to contact the 
Disability Resource Center Coordinator (Baako Wahabu) for eligibility determination. Proper 
documentation of impairment is required in order to receive services or accommodations. DRC is located 
at the ground floor of the Financial Aid Office. Visit or call 652-7516 to schedule appointment to discuss 
the process. DRC Coordinator determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services. 

Class Structure 

Participation: While lectures are a component of this course, 1470 is primarily lab-based. This means that 
regular attendance and participation in class is absolutely critical to passing the course. You will use your 
textbook in class almost every day, so it is essential to always bring it with you. 

Chapter Tests: Students will progress through ten levels of reading construction. After completing each 
chapter of the book, you will take a chapter test, always given on Thursdays. Tests may not be made up 
unless I am notified ahead of time and given suitable reason to make other arrangements. While you will 
take 12 tests total over the semester (this consists of 10 chapter tests and 2 review tests), the lowest 2 
test grades will be dropped. 

Book tests: You are required to read two books outside of class. I will provide you with a reading list, and 
you are encouraged to meet with me to discuss your book choice in advance so that you can choose a 
book you will enjoy. The book tests are given in class on March 4th and April 29th, both of which are 
Thursdays. Each test consists of 10 questions, 7 of which are standard and will be given to you in 
advance. You may miss one question on each test without penalty. Missed book tests cannot be made 



up. If you know you will be absent on the day of the test, or if you feel more comfortable giving your 
answers orally than writing them down, you may arrange to take the test in advance of these dates in my 
office. 

Vocabulary notebook: In each homework assignment, you will be given 9-10 words to define and write 
example sentences for. During the final, you will be allowed to bring a notebook consisting of these words 
for the vocabulary portion of the exam. As many words have multiple meanings depending upon context 
and parts of speech, I recommend writing very thorough definitions to ensure that you get a good score 
on the final. 

Late work: Homework that is only 1 week late can receive a maximum grade of 70 (before any other 
penalties, such as missing sections, are taken into account). Homework that is 2 weeks late or more can 
receive a maximum grade of 50. 

Academic Honesty/Integrity Policy, as stated in the DSU Policies and Procedures Manual 

Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State University, including but not limited to 
plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams 
or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State University may discipline students proven guilty of academic 
dishonesty by: 

a.         Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 

b.         Failing the student in the entire course, 

c.         Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

d.         Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on probation, 
suspend, and/or expel the student. 

Student Support Services 

•           The university library is located in the Holland Centennial Commons. Information regarding the 
library can be found at www.library.dixie.edu 

•           Computer labs are available on campus in the library in the Holland Centennial Commons and in 
the Smith Computer Center. Information about the hours for the library and Smith Computer Center can 
be found on the DSU website http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/lab_hours.php 

•           The Writing Center and Tutoring Center are located in the Holland Centennial Commons on the 
fourth floor. Refer to http://dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php and http://DSU.dixie.edu/tutoring/. 
The Writing Center can offer assistance with paragraphs, essays, and writing assignments. The On-Line 
Writing Lab can be accessed from the Writing Center’s homepage. Style guides for MLA and APA 
documentation guidelines are found on the DSU Library homepage. 

•           Students may be asked to use the Testing Center for out-of-class testing situations. Information 
about the Testing Center’s hours and policies can be found at http://dixie.edu/testing 



•           Calling, e-mailing, or visiting with instructors before assignments are due is the best way to have 
questions answered correctly. Usually, appointments are not necessary to see an instructor during office 
hours. 

Dmail Statement 

You are required to frequently check your Dmail account. Important class and university information will 
be sent to your Dmail account, including DSU bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled 
classes, reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other information critical to your success at 
DSU and in your courses. To access your Dmail account, visit go.dixie.edu/dmail. If you do not know your 
Dmail username or you have forgotten your PIN, visit go.dixie.edu/mydixie and follow the respective 
instructions. 

Important Dates to Remember 

Jan 12  Classwork Starts 

Jan 15  Last Day for Waitlist 

Jan 16  Last Day to Add Without Signature 

Jan 19  Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Jan 22  Drop/Audit Fee Begins ($10 per class) 

Jan 22  Residency Application Deadline 

Jan 27  $50 Late Registration/Payment Fee 

Feb 2   Spring 2015 Associate's degree Graduation Application Deadline 

Feb 2   Pell Grant Census 

Feb 2   Last Day for Refund 

Feb 2   Last Day to drop without receiving a "W" grade 

Feb 4   Courses dropped for non-payment 

Feb 6   Last Day to Add/Audit 

Feb 16 President's Day 

Mar 2   Summer 2015 Bachelor's degree Graduation Application Deadline 

Mar 2   Mid-Term Grades Due 

Mar 6   Last Day to Drop Individual Class 

Mar 9-13         Spring Break 

Mar 23 Fall Class schedule available online 

Mar 23 Summer Registration open to Seniors (90+ credits) 



Mar 24 Summer Registration open to Juniors (60+ credits) 

Mar 25 Summer Registration open to Sophomores (30+ credits) 

Mar 26 Summer Registration open to all students 

Apr 1   Fall 2015 Bachelor's degree Graduation Application Deadline 

Apr 10 Last Day for Complete Withdrawal 

Apr 13 Fall Registration open to Seniors (90+ credits) 

Apr 14 Fall Registration open to Juniors (60+ credits) 

Apr 15 Fall Registration open to Sophomores (30+ credits) 

Apr 16 Fall Registration open to all students 

Apr 29 Classwork Ends 

Apr 30 Reading Day 

May 1  Final Exams 

May 1  Associate's degree Graduation Deadline - Summer 2015 

May 4-7           Final Exams 

	  


