
Course:  English 2500-01 (Brit Lit I) CRN#41895   Office:  MCDON 225 

Time/Place: MW 1-2:15 in HAZY 205 

G.E. Status: Satisfies the Literature/Humanities requirement for G.E.  

Prerequisite: None       Office Hours: M 4-5 

Credit Hours: 3         T 9-10  

Instructor: Dr. Sue Bennett        W 11-12   

Phone:  W – 652.7925; H – 673.6357      R 3-4  

E-mail:  bennett@dixie.edu        F 9-10 

 

SYLLABUS – Fall 2009 

 

TEXTBOOKS 

 Greenblatt, Stephen, gen. ed. The Norton Anthology of English Literature. 8
th

 ed. Vols. A, B, C. New York: 

Norton, 2006. 

 Shakespeare, William. Macbeth. (almost any version will do; our bookstore has the Penguin in stock) 

 Dixie State College Research Guide – available in the bookstore or online at http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ 

 

GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course will introduce students to some of the major writers of the British Isles through careful study of 

a variety of literary works from the Anglo-Saxon period through the 18th  century. The course will engage 

students with common practices in reading, interpreting, and writing about literature, and it will address 

questions of literary form and genre, the relationship between literary works and the cultures that produce 

them, and how and why we read.  3 lecture hours per week 

 

GOALS 

 A knowledge and awareness of the importance and scope of British literature for the time period covered.   

 An understanding of the major authors and major movements of British literature for the time period 

covered.   

 An ability to analyze world literature through written and oral responses.  

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

      Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

 Explain, critique, and identify major authors and movements covered in this survey.  

 Analyze elements of fiction, including plot, setting, characterization, theme, and point of view. 

 Illustrate an understanding of fiction/poetic elements and techniques, including figurative language, 

symbols, imagery, metaphors, similes, and sound.    

 
REQUIREMENTS 

 Write two response papers (3 pp. each)  

 Write one research paper (5 pp.)   

 Take two major tests (midterm and final) 

 Contribute to one group presentation 

 Participate in the daily activities (quizzes, discussions, group work, etc.) 

 

GRADING 

 Semester grades will be determined by the following: 

$ Paper 1      10% or 100 points 

$ Paper 2      10% or 100 points 

$ Research Paper     20% or 200 points 

$ Group Presentation     10% or 100 points 

$ Midterm Exam     20% or 200 points 

$ Final Exam      20% or 200 points 

$ Quizzes      10% or 100 points 

100% or 1000 points 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/


GRADING SCALE 

 
A  = 94-100  
A-  = 90-93 

 B+ = 87-89 

 B   = 84-86 
 B-  = 80-83 

 C+ = 77-79 

 C   = 74-76 
 C-  = 70-73 

 D+ = 67-69 

 D   = 64-66 
 D-  = 60-63 

 F   = 59 and below  

 

QUIZZES  

I give frequent quizzes. These quizzes usually check your preparation for the day’s activities, but 

sometimes they review previous material. These quizzes cannot be made up, but I will drop your two 

lowest grades at the end of the semester to help compensate for unavoidable absences. If you miss quizzes 

due to school-sponsored activities, you may request alternate assignments as long as you follow school 

attendance policy # 5.23 as described on DSC’s web page: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html 

 

CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT 

I will try not to waste your time in class. Therefore, I ask that you give me your full attention and not multi-

task during class. Please turn off your phone. I do not want to hear phones ringing, vibrating, playing 

music, rapping, etc. In addition, I do not want you to text message. Your phone belongs out of sight during 

my class—not on your desk, in your lap, hidden under your book, etc. The same restrictions apply to your 

computer. Unless we are specifically using computers in class, please put yours away.  During class time, 

please respect me and your fellow classmates. Listen when someone else is talking, participate when 

appropriate, stay awake, and avoid disruptive behavior. I enjoy teaching and want to create the best 

possible learning environment for my students. If you do not want to be a part of the learning process, I will 

ask you to leave my class. 

 

LATE PAPER POLICY 

Papers are due on the date indicated on the syllabus. If you know you will be absent the day a paper is due, 

turn in your paper early. Because of unforeseen emergency situations, I do accept late papers; however, late 

papers will be docked 10 points for every weekday they are late. Please save both of us some time by NOT 

explaining why your paper is late. I will assume you have an excellent reason; nevertheless, your paper will 

still be docked points if you turn it in late. (I resent being asked to judge whether your reason is better than 

someone else’s. I treat all late papers the same.) In unusual situations, I allow students to email me a paper. 

If , however, I cannot open the file attachment, your paper will be considered late until you send me a file I 

can open. If you are having trouble with a paper, go to the Writing Center (on the first floor of the 

Browning Building) or see me during office hours. It’s best to get help before the paper is due.  

 

CONFERENCES 

My office hours, e-mail address, office phone #, and home phone # are all posted on the front of this 

syllabus. If my office hours do not coincide with your schedule, we can make other arrangements. 

 

 

http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html


College Policies 
DROP DATE 

If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before Oct 19 to avoid receiving an “F” on your transcript. 

PLAGIARISM 

Under the “Student Rights and Responsibilities Code,” Section 33.5.1.4 on Dixie’s home page, plagiarism is thoroughly defined. 
Please access this page and read the definition carefully: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html Note that plagiarism includes 

cheating, such as “copying from another student’s test papers”; “using materials during a test not authorized by the person giving the 

test”; “collaborating with any other person during a test [or quiz]”; “soliciting or receiving unauthorized information about any test”; 
“using any unauthorized resource or aid in the preparation or completion of any course work, exercise, or activity”; and “collusion, 

which is the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing work offered for credit.” 

  
The Dixie State College Research Paper Guide contains a more concise definition:  plagiarism is “an act of willfully or carelessly 

attempting to pass off as one’s own work the words (oral or written) of someone else” (6). You can buy the Dixie State College 

Research Guide in the bookstore, you can access the online research paper guide at http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl, you can refer to the link 
on DSC’s web page http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html, or you can talk to me. Your understanding of this concept is 

essential because plagiarism is grounds for failure in this course.  

WRITING CENTER 

The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing assignments in all courses. The 

Writing Center is located in the Browning Bldg. Call Barbara Turnbow at 652.7743 for hours and more information. 

ONLINE WRITING LAB 
You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues related to writing, and for numerous links to 

relevant web-sites.  To reach the page, type the following link in your browser http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, 

scroll to “Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.”   

TESTING CENTER 

 Hours of operation are posted online at http://dsc.dixie.edu/testingcenter/officehours.htm 

LIBRARY 

 Hours of operation are posted online at http://library.dixie.edu/info/hours.html 

DISABILITY STATEMENT 

If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning difference and requesting reasonable academic accommodations due to 
this disability, you must provide an official request of accommodation to your professor(s) from the Disability Resource Center within 

the first two weeks of the beginning of classes. Students are to contact the center on the main campus to follow through with, and 

receive assistance in the documentation process to determine the appropriate accommodations related to their disability. You may call 
(435) 652-7516 for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 per Section 

504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Our office is located in the Student Services Center, Room #201 of the Edith Whitehead 

Building. 

DMAIL STATEMENT 

Important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail email account.  This information includes your DSC bill, financial 

aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to your 
success in this class and at DSC.  All DSC students are automatically assigned a Dmail email account.  If you don’t know your user 

name and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select “Dmail,” for complete instructions.  You will be held responsible for information 

sent to your Dmail email, so please check it often. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Aug 24 Class work Starts 

Aug 26 Last Day to Add Without Signature 
Aug 31 Drop fee begins ($10 per class) 

Sep 7 Labor Day 

Sep 8 $50 Late Registration/Payment Fee 
Sep 14 Pell Grant Census 

Sep 14 Last Day for Refund 

Sep 18 Last Day to Add Classes 
Oct 14 Mid-Term Grades Due 

Oct 15-16 Semester Break 
Oct 19 Last Day to Drop/Audit Classes 

Nov 13 Last Day for Complete Withdrawal 

Nov 17 Career Day 

Nov 25-27 Thanksgiving Break 

Dec 11 Class work Ends 

Dec 14-18 Final Exams 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

The following link will give you additional information on semester deadline dates, final exam schedule, campus resources (including 

the library, disability resource center, IT Help Desk, Testing Center, Tutoring Center, Writing Center), policies (including academic 
dishonesty, disruptive behavior, absences),  Dmail (student email client), etc. http://www.dixie.edu/reg/syllabus/ 

 

Please tear off at the dotted line, sign, date, and return to me today. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I have read the syllabus and college policies for Dr. Sue Bennett’s class and agree to abide by the policies. 

 

Signed_________________________________________Date__________________________________________ 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/testingcenter/officehours.htm
http://library.dixie.edu/info/hours.html
https://mail.dixie.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=8f598a101c744c3580a5d4f435c6458a&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.dixie.edu%2freg%2fsyllabus%2f


ENGLISH 2500 – Fall 2009 

Assignment Schedule – MW 

 

Week 1 (Aug 24-28) 

 M - Introduction to class policies 

  Quiz 1 – Diagnostic essay 

 W - 29-64 (Beowulf)   

Quiz 2 - Pre-Test 

 

Week 2 (Aug 31-Sept 4) 

 M - 64-100 (Beowulf) 

  Quiz 3 

 W - 111-14 (The Wanderer and The Wife’s Lament) 

  Quiz 4 

 

Week 3 (Sept 7-11) 

M - Holiday 

 W - 160-85 (Sir Gawain and the Green Knight) 

  Quiz 5 

 

Week 4 (Sept 14-18) 

 M - 213-38 (Chaucer - The General Prologue from The Canterbury Tales) 

  Group 1 Presentation/Discussion (see sign-up sheet)  

Quiz 6 

 W - 256-84 (Chaucer - The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale from The Canterbury Tales) 

  Workshop for Paper 1  

   Quiz 7 

 

Week 5 (Sept 21-25) 

 M - 371-82 (Julian of Norwich) 

  383-97 (Margery Kempe) 

Quiz 8 

 W - 438-56 (Sir Thomas Malory – from Morte Darthur) 

  Paper 1 Due   

Quiz 9 

     

Week 6 (Sept 28-Oct 2) 

 M - 592-95 (Wyatt) 

  621-27 (Tyndale, More, Calvin) 

  Group 2 Presentation/Discussion (see sign-up sheet)  

  Quiz 10 

 W - 705-07, 714-16, 719-26 (Spenser) 

  Quiz 11 

 

Week 7 (Oct 5-9) 

M - 1022 (Marlowe) 

 917-18 (Raleigh) 

 947-48, 953-58, 967-68 (Sidney) 

 Review for the Midterm 

Quiz 12 

W - Midterm Exam  

    



 

Week 8 (Oct 12-16) 

M - Macbeth – Acts I-II 

 Quiz 13 

 W - Macbeth – Acts III-IV 

  Quiz 14 

 

Week 9 (Oct 19-23) 

M - Macbeth – Act V 

 Group 3 Presentation/Discussion (see sign-up sheet)  

 Quiz 15 

W - 1058-77 (Shakespeare’s sonnets) – I’ll assign each of you a couple of sonnets to focus on. 

 Workshop for Paper 2 

 Quiz 16 

 

Week 10 (Oct 26-30) 

M - Seventeenth-Century Poets (I’ll give you a separate handout with a list of poems to read.) 
Quiz 17  

W - Seventeenth-Century Poets (I’ll give you a separate handout with a list of poems to read.) 

 Paper 2 Due 

 Quiz 18 

 

Week 11 (Nov 2-6) 

 M - 1785-89, 1805-11 (Milton – “Lycidas”) 

  Quiz 19 

W - 1831-2055 (Milton – Paradise Lost) No, we will not be reading all of this poem. I’ll give you a 

separate handout with specific lines to read. 

  Quiz 20   

 

Week 12 (Nov 9-13) 

M - 2083-84, 2111-17 (Dryden) 

 Abstract Due for Research Paper 

Quiz 21  

 W - 2301-03, 2462-70 (Swift – A Modest Proposal) 

  Workshop for Research Paper 

  Quiz 22   

     

Week 13 (Nov 16-20) 

 M  - 2418-39 (Swift – Gulliver’s Travels, Part IV) 

  Quiz 23 

 W - 2439-62 (Swift – Gulliver’s Travels, Part IV) 

  Group 4 Presentation/Discussion (see sign-up sheet) 

  Quiz 24 

 

Week 14 (Nov 23-27) 

 M - 2493-2513 (Pope) 

  Research Paper Due 

Quiz 25  

 W -  Holiday 

 



 

Week 15 (Nov 30-Dec 4) 

 M - 2656-63 (Hogarth) 

2841- 50 (Hume, Burke, Johnson) 

Group 5 Presentation/Discussion (see sign-up sheet)  

  Quiz 26 

 W - 2151-55, 2829-33 (Locke) 

  2833-37 (Astell) 

  Quiz 27 

 

Week 16 (Dec 7-11) 

 M - 2850-59 (Olaudah Equiano) 

  Quiz 28 – Post-Test 

W - 2862-63, 2867-70 (Gray) 

Review for the Final Exam 

   

Wed., Dec. 16, from 12:00-2:00 – Final Exam  

Do not make any vacation plans until after this date.  
 


