
  

Introduction to College Writing-
English 1010 (3 credits)  
Spring 2010 
 
Instructor: Mrs. Kay Berry  
Time: Tuesday 5:15 pm – 7:45pm  
Office: McDonald 115 
Office hours: 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm Tuesday or by 
appointment  
E-mail: kberry@dixie.edu  
Class Location: Udvar-Hazy Bus. 203 

 
Course Prerequisite:  Proper placement scores or a passing 
grade in English 0990 or 0991   
Corequisites:  If you have not already taken – and passed – 
Library 1010, you need to sign up for it  
and take it along with this English course.   
Writing Center: Browning Building (bottom floor-below 
testing center) 652-7743, Hours: TBA  
Browning Library: Next to Browning Building – check 
campus web page for hours and services  
 
Textbook:  The St. Martin’s Guide to Writing.  8th ed. 
Boston: St. Martin’s 2008.  Axelrod, Rise B., and 
Charles R. Cooper, eds. 
 
Other materials you will need: 
- Several large clips to hold your paper packets together. 

A portfolio folder and loose-leaf paper. 
- A thumb drive, or other form of memory to store a 

backup copy of your papers. If you do not have a PC to 
store your papers on and are strictly using campus 
computers, you’ll want 2 flash drives, one for originals 
and one for back ups. (Trust me, this is important!) 

- A small stapler (optional) 
 
(General Course Description )  What will this course 
be like?  
This course will be part workshop, part discussion, and 
part lecture. This means that, several times throughout this 
term, you will be an active participant. We will focus just 
as much on the process of writing as on the final product 
of each paper. The main purpose of English 1010 is to 
help you gain a solid foundation in writing, by helping 
you improve your ability to meet written communication 
demands in college, on the job, and as a citizen. This 
course will also help you become a better, clearer thinker- 
in ways that will help you within college and beyond.  
 
The course will also provide you with frequent occasions 
to read, discuss, write and revise the different types of 
exposition, using several rhetorical strategies such as 
description, narration, process, cause/effect, 
comparison/contrast, classification, definition and 

argumentation. Classroom discussion, assigned readings, 
and papers will emphasize such writing principles as 
unity, coherence, development, organization, variety, and 
word economy.  
 
Gain confidence in the MLA documentation process. Take 
the fear out of the word research.  Understand when and 
how to directly quote, paraphrase, and summarize. Read 
various essays that help us see the qualities of good 
writing. Help us all to discover (or rediscover) the joy of 
the writing process. 
 
General Minimum Writing Requirements: 
Students in this course will: 
Write a minimum of 4 essays: 
Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1250 
words). 
One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that 
incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources (from such 
places as the DSC Library's article databases, book catalog, 
subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah's catalog). 
Write at least one graded, in-class essay. 
Write no more than one narrative essay. 
Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive 
instructor feedback on early drafts (such as non-graded first 
drafts).  Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the 
semester (4500). 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES AND ASSIGNMENTS: 
 

1. You will write four essays of three to four pages, 
double-spaced.  One of these essays will focus on 
documentation/research.  This paper must be four 
to five pages in length. 
 

2. We will peer workshop drafts of your essays in 
class.  You will turn in these drafts with your 
finished product. You don't want to miss these 
workshops. Doing so will cause you to lose 25 
points. 
 

3. In this class we will study different writing 
strategies. You will write a number of 
assignments (about a page or two long) showing 
strategies of narrating, describing, defining, 
explaining a process, showing cause and effect, 
classifying, comparing and contrasting, etc. You 
will keep these strategies--along with all your 
drafts--in a writing portfolio.  Please bring your 
portfolio to each class period.  At the end of the 
semester you will turn in a revision of your best 
portfolio assignment. 

 
4. There will be usage and punctuation quizzes. I 

also have reading quizzes. I don't announce these; 
and these quizzes cannot be made up. 
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5. ORAL PRESENTATIONS - After you turn in 
Paper 4, you will be required to give a short oral 
presentation on your research findings. The 
presentation must be 5-7 minutes in length. For 
this presentation you may read segments of your 
paper, use power point, or other visual aids. 
Please be aware that attendance on presentation 
days is mandatory. If you are absent during any 
presentation days, your participation grade will be 
docked. 

 
6. IN-CLASS WRITING - We will have 5 in-class 

writing assignments. These in-class writings are 
scheduled in the syllabus. This writing may not be 
made up accept by the student coming to my 
office during office hours PRIOR to the absence. 
In-class writing may not be made up after an 
absence. 

 
7. ATTENDANCE - Attendance is mandatory for 

this class. You may miss class 3 times before it 
affects your participation grade. Your grade will 
be docked for any additional absences. I will grant 
additional absences in event of emergency.  Please 
try to let me know before class if possible 
(preferably by email).  Please also make sure that 
you are on time to class. I will be taking role in 
the first few minutes of class. If you are more than 
10 minutes late, I will consider it an absence.   

 
8. LATE ASSIGNMENTS - All essays and drafts 

are due when noted in the syllabus; and all 
assignments are due at the beginning of class. I 
only accept late work if you are extremely ill or if 
you have a family emergency.  Under these 
circumstances please notify me or email me at 
least three hours before the assignment is due.  
Please do not wait till after the fact to come see 
me. I am more sympathetic if you come to me 
beforehand. Final drafts submitted up to three 
days late will be reduced by a full letter grade.  
Each three-day period after that results in another 
letter reduction.  (If a legitimate emergency causes 
you to be late on a final draft of an essay, let me 
know about it as soon as is humanly possible.)  If 
you are absent on the day a paper is due, have a 
friend or classmate turn it in for you.  Since you 
will have adequate time to complete every paper, 
illnesses need not interfere with getting them in on 
time.   

 
9. PARTICIPATION -Participation in class, such as 

group work, contributing to class discussions, and 
general attentiveness is vital. 5% of your grade is 

based on your attendance, engagement with the 
material in the classroom, and your interaction 
with other students throughout the learning 
process. In addition, participating in the course 
pre-test and post-test is mandatory to receive a 
participation grade.  

 
Specific Objectives of the Course:  
 
READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES  
     By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate 
their ability to:  
1. Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis. 
2. Understand a writer’s organization and structure. 
3. Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude 

toward subject and audience. 
4. Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of 

detail in support of a main idea. 
5. Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions 

and biases. 
6. Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning.  
7. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and 

logic. 
 
WRITING OBJECTIVES  
       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate 
their ability to: 
1. Assess the relationship of writers to audience and 

purpose. 
2. Understand the value of the writing process as it can 

happen in stages, including planning,  
3. brainstorming, organizing, rough draft writing, 

revising, and proofreading.   
4. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a 

precise thesis statement that will control the selection, 
arrangement, and presentation of material. 

5. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, 
including the use of categories, topic sentences, 
transitions, parallel structure, and repeated key words 
and synonyms. 

6. Know and use developmental strategies necessary to 
write individual paragraphs and the paper as a whole.   

7. Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs 
that effectively use topic sentences, repeated key 
terms, synonyms, pronouns, and transitions. 

8. Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's 
attention, state the thesis, suggest a plan of 
development, make positive first impressions, and set 
the tone. 

9. Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of 
closing. 

10. Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused 
sentences/comma splices, faulty modifiers,  and 
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problems with subject/verb agreement and pronoun 
agreement.   

11. Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a 
manner consistent with standard written English.   

12. Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and 
sentence variety.   

 
RESEARCH OBJECTIVES  
       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate 
their ability to: 
1. Critically assess research information and incorporate 

such research into their papers.   
2. Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in 

their own writing. 
3. Understand and avoid plagiarism.   
4. Know when and how to use the following methods of 

incorporation: 
a. Introduction of quotations and paraphrases. 
b. Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses. 
c. Use of long quotations. 
d. Use of passages combining paraphrases and 

quotations.  
e. Proper forms for documenting and citing of 

sources. 
5. Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and 

online research resources, such as the library catalog, 
subject-specific encyclopedias, article databases, and 
Utah’s catalog.   

6. Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when 
appropriate), parenthetical documentation, and  
bibliographic form.   

7. Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an 
outline (or other organizational strategy) as steps in 
writing a research paper.   

 
PAPER GUIDELINES 
All papers must: 
- Be typed and stapled 
- Be formatted in Times New Roman 12 pt font 
- Be double spaced with 1” margins. 
- Contain a heading with your first and last name, my 

name, the course name, and due date of assignment. 
- Contain a header with your last name and page number 

(top right side). 
- Cite sources according to MLA guidelines (see MLA 

packet.) 
 
PLAGIARISM - Serious Stuff that Can Get You in 
Serious Trouble   
Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your 
failing the course and can also result in the permanent 
marking of your college file.  Plagiarism is unacceptable 
in all its forms. If you use someone else’s idea it must be 
cited. Above all, your writing must be your own.   

 A Note about Peer-Workshop Days:  I will ask you to 
leave class (and you will be considered absent) if you 
come to peer workshop days unprepared.  Being prepared 
means 3 things:  
 

1. Come to peer response days on time. 
2. Come with a genuine effort (not a perfect effort).  

Hurried, half-baked drafts will not be helpful to 
you or your peers.   

3. Bring 3 copies (for you and your peer-group 
members).   

 
Again, in this class, your active participation is essential!  
In a workshop class, your classmates need you here and 
you need to be here.  There is no easy way to duplicate 
class instructions, discussions and workshops.  Missing 
class can result in problems that show up in your writing.  
And believe it or not, we will occasionally have FUN in 
here and I’d hate for you to miss out!   
 
Use of Your D-Mail E-mail Account:   
Occasionally, your instructors will e-mail you (and/or 
your entire class) about important assignment and/or class 
information, and they will use your official DSC e-mail 
account to do so.  So, be sure to check it often.   
 
If You Stop Attending Class:    
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop 
the class before that semester’s drop deadline.  This 
deadline date can be found at the below web link.      
 
OTHER RESOURCES 
Interested in getting help from the College 
Writing Center, or from the OWL (Online 
Writing Lab)?     Or, maybe you are wondering 
when the drop-date is for a class?  Or, perhaps you 
think you might have a disability or impairment 
that will hinder your ability to learn?  For more 
information on any of these issues, please go to the 
following DSC web site: 

 
 http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/inde
x.php?page=Syllabus      OR 
 
 http://new.dixie.edu/reg/syllabus/    
At this site, you will receive important, helpful 
information that can help you in all of your classes.   
 
Writing Center:  
The college provides a free service for students desiring 
additional assistance with their writing assignments in all 
courses.  The Writing Center is located in the first floor of 
the Browning Bldg.  Call 652-7743 for hours and more 
information.



  
 

Syllabus and Course Requirements  Spring 2010  
Date In Class Homework 

Week 1 
Jan 12 

Intro to class 
Syllabus 

English myths 
Swap student info 

Sign up for Grammar Exercises 
Diagnostic test/essay

Read Remembering an Event    
pg.16 – 28  

Read pg. 40-45 
 

Week 2 
Jan 19 

Discussion 
Instructions for Reflective  

Narrative Essay 
Topic selection exercise 

In-class Writing Portfolio #1 
(Descriptive)

Read pg. 46-55 
Sensory Description pg. 643-649 

Read "100 Miles" pg. 33-38 
Write Reflective Narrative Essay  

Bring 3 copies! 

Week 3 
Jan 26 

 

Peer Reviews and feedback 
Emotions and 

Sensory Description 
Grammar Group #1 

In-class Writing Portfolio #2 
(Descriptive)

Due: Reflective Essay 
Read Invention Strategies           

pg. 570 -583         

Week 4 
Feb 2 

Turn in Reflective Essay 
Grammar Group #2 

Instructions for Explaining a Process
In-class Writing Portfolio #3 

(Explaining a Process) 

Read Comparing & Contrasting    
pg. 664-69  

Week 5 
Feb 9 

Turn in Explaining a Process 
Grammar Group #3 

Instructions for Compare & Contrast 
Essay 

Read pg. 709-733 
Due: Compare & Contrast Essay 

 

Week 6 
Feb 16 

Turn in Compare & Contrast Essay 
Thesis Statements 

Instructions for Research Paper 
Instructions for Annotated Bibliography 

Instructions for Research Journal 

Read Plagiarism pg. 748 
Read  

Read Setting Goals pg. 432-445 
Due: Annotated Bibliography 

Work on Research Journal 
Week 7 
Feb 23 

Turn in Annotated Bibliography 
Grammar Group #4 
Avoiding plagiarism 

Using sources in your writing, 
paraphrasing, summarizing, quotation 

marks 
 

Read Revising 55-61 
Read “Araby” pg. 527 -532 

Due:  Research Journal 
 

Week 8 
Mar 2 

Turn in Research Journal 
Discussion on "Araby" 

Grammar Group #5 
Research Journal 

1-4 Research Oral Presentations 

Work on 2nd Draft of Research paper 
with works cited page. 

Bring three copies of 5 page rough 
draft research paper! 

 
Week 9 
Mar 9 

Turn in Research Journal 
Peer Review 

5-12 Research Oral Presentations 
 

Bring two copies of complete 
research paper with works cited 

page. 
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Week 10 
Mar 16 

Peer Reviews 
12-20 Research Oral Presentations 

 

Due:  Final Draft Research Paper 
 

Week 11 
Mar 23 

Turn in Final Draft Research Paper 
Analyses of short fiction/poetry 

 

Read Arguing pg. 670 - 685 
Read "Letter From Birmingham 

Jail" 
Week 12 
Mar 30 

Discussion on "Letter From 
Birmingham Jail" 

Instructions for Persuasive essay 
Exercise on Persuasive Essays 
In-class writing Portfolio #4 

(Classification)

Due: Classification 
Write rough draft of Persuasive 
essay.   Bring 3 copies to class. 

 

Week 13 
April 6 

 
 

Turn in Classification 
Peer Review 

Portfolio #5 (Cause and Effect) 

Due:  Persuasive Essay 
Read “News in Black, White, and 

Bold” pg. 402-405 
 

Week 14 
April 13 

 

Turn in Persuasive Essay 
Portfolio #5 

(Evaluate a film, CD, book, etc) 
Instructions for Final Essay 

Due:  Portfolio #5 
Work on Final Essay 

Week 15  
April 20 

 
 

Turn in Portfolio #5 
 

Due: Pick best of Portfolio 
Assignments Revise and Turn In 

Week 16 
April 27 

Turn in Best of Portfolio  
Assignments 

Turn in Final Essay 
Review for final test

 

May 4 
Final Exam 

 

  

 
Last Day to Drop or Audit any class . ...Friday, March 5    ~  

 ~   ~ 
 
Some Final Tips:  
 If you feel a bit overwhelmed by all of this, don’t worry too much about it—most of your peers 
probably do as well.  Please remember that it is my job to help you do well in this course.  Try to think of 
me as a guide who will aide you.  If at any time you have any questions or worries about the above 
requirements, please feel free to talk with me.  Again, my job is to do everything I can to help you 
succeed in English 1010!  (I know this document sounds harsh, but I'm really a nice guy.)   
 
 I'll end with one last tip for succeeding in my class, as well as in college.  Remember to 
communicate with your instructors.  We don't bite!  When you miss a class or an assignment, 
communicate with us so we can help you get back on track.    

 
 

I wish you the best in your endeavors!    
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Self-Appraisal Sheet       Name: ________________________________ 
Note:   

To determine your grade at any point in the semester, divide the number of points earned   
by the number of possible points (up to that moment in the semester).   
 

(Example:  81 divided by 100 = .81 = 81% = B-) 
 

To keep track of your grade, fill this out every few weeks. 
 

Assignment:            Points Possible:     Points Earned: 
 
Diagnostic Essay/Departmental Pre-Test  20  _____   
 
Narrative Essay      80  _____ 
 
Compare & Contrast Essay   80  _____ 
 
Annotated Bibliography     60  _____  
   
Research Journal       50  _____  
 
Attended at least 3 out of 4 peer 
Workshops      15  _____   
 
Final Draft Research paper    100  _____   
 
Persuasive Essay     80  _____ 
 
Portfolio #1     25  ____ 
Portfolio #2     25  ____ 
Portfolio #3     25  ____ 
Portfolio #4     25  ____ 
Portfolio #5     25  ____ 
 
Group Grammar Presentation  25  ____ 
Final Exam (Take-Home Portion)  100  ____    
  (Synthesis Essay of all In-Class Learning Reflections)    
 
Departmental Post-Test   25                  ____ 
Final Exam (In-Class, Comprehensive)     100   _____   

 
Did you attend class each day (and on-time)?  _____    
Were you courteous to classmates and prof.?    _____      
 

        Your Semester Total (out of 524 possible points):  _____ 
   

Scale:   80-82 = B-      83 – 86 = B        87-89 = B+ 
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English 1010   ⎯  Mrs. Kay Berry  
 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
What two things did your past English teachers do to best help you learn? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Think about your unique and specific writing struggles.   

- What can I best do to help you overcome those struggles?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have read this document “Syllabus and Course Requirements” and I understand it, 
especially the definition of plagiarism on page 9:  

 
Name: ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Signature: ________________________________________  Date:   ____________ 

 
 
 
Occasionally, I might need to contact students for emergency purposes.  If you don’t mind, please 
tell me your:     
 
 
Local phone: _____________________     E-mail addresses: _________________________ 
 
 


