
English 1010 – Introduction to College Writing 

Spring 2012 

- Course Description and Objectives – 

Instructor: Terre Burton 

burton@dixie.edu 

229-6160 Cell 

Classrooms: MacDonald Center 111 --  Wednesday 5:15 

Udvar-Hazy 149 – Tuesday & Thursday 1-2:15 
 

Texts: The Oxford Book of American Short Stories; The New York Times  (Newspapers available on 

campus), and assigned on-line readings 

 

Departmental Course Description & Objectives:  
English 1010 is designed to help students improve their writing to meet communication demands in 

college, on the job, and as citizens. The course will also help students develop the capacity to think and to 

read critically.  

The course will provide students with frequent occasions to read, discuss, write, and revise the different 

types of exposition, using several rhetorical strategies such as description, narration, process, cause/effect, 

comparison/contrast, classification, definition, and argumentation. Classroom discussion, assigned 

readings, and papers will emphasize such writing principles as unity, coherence, development, 

organization, variety, and word economy.  

Dixie State College of Utah-English Department Student Learning Outcomes and Means of 

Assessment  
Student Learning Outcomes  

rules of grammar, punctuation, usage, and standard documentation 

(usually MLA or APA).  

 

 

mprove the clarity and correctness of their writing.  

research essays.  

eading.  

 

 

Methods of Assessment  

Formative Assessment Methods  
Preparation Checks: Students will periodically show their completion of the stages of the writing  

Process through multiple drafts.  

Instructor Feedback Students will receive and respond to instructor and peer feedback during the revision 

process.  

In-Class Writing: Students will be asked to write at least one in-class essay, partly to learn strategies for 

on-the-spot writing, and partly to verify that their out-of-class writing is indeed their own.  

Summative Assessment Methods  
Essays: Students in composition courses will:  

Write a minimum of 8 essays, totaling at least 5,000 words:  



o Two per course must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words).  

o One must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates sources.  

o No more than one will be a narrative essay  

 

Value-Added Assessment Method  
Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which their 

learning has increased during the semester. This will be a multiple-choice (scantron) test.  

 

Specific Objectives of the Course:  

 

READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES  

 

By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis.  

2. Understand a writer’s organization and structure.  

3. Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience.  

4. Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of detail in support of a main idea.  

5. Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases.  

6. Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning.  

7. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic.  

 

WRITING OBJECTIVES  

 

By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose.  

2. Understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including planning,  

brainstorming, organizing, rough draft writing, revising, and proofreading.  

3. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the 

selection, arrangement, and presentation of material.  

4. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of categories, topic sentences, 

transitions, parallel structure, and repeated key words and synonyms.  

5. Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the paper as a 

whole.  

6. Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic sentences, repeated key 

terms, synonyms, pronouns, and transitions.  

7. Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, suggest a plan of 

development, make positive first impressions, and set the tone.  

8. Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closure.  

9. Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty modifiers, and 

problems with subject/verb agreement and pronoun agreement.  

10. Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard written English.  

11. Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety. Select words appropriate to their 

subject and audience. Recognize the need for precise expression. Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the 

specific to the general, and use active and precise verbs. Practice word economy, using only those words, 

phrases, and details that are apt and necessary.  

12. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic.  

 

 

 

 



RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 

  

By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their papers.  

2. Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing.  

3. Understand and avoid plagiarism.  

4. Know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation:  
a. Introduction of quotations and paraphrases.  

b. Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses.  

c. Use of long quotations.  

d. Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations.  

e. Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources.  

5. Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and online research resources, such as the library catalog, 

subject-specific encyclopedias, article databases, and Utah’s catalog.  

6. Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when appropriate), parenthetical documentation, and 

bibliographic form.  

7. Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline (or other organizational strategy) as steps in 

writing a research paper.  

 
 

voiding Plagiarism:   You must avoid the practice of taking ideas or quotes from books, periodicals, or 

encyclopedias without telling the reader where such data came. If you take words verbatim, put 

quotation marks around them. In particular, be aware that paraphrased ideas must still be cited.  While 

teachers in some classes may have overlooked such plagiarism, it is considered a grave offense in serious 

source-supported writing. This does not mean that you cannot supplement your writing with data from other 

sources: indeed, the paper assignment requires that you research and support your positions with ideas from 

various authorities.  But you must develop good habits of note taking that include not only writing down the ideas 

you like but also the author's name, title of the work, date you found it, page(s), and so on. 

  At Dixie College, and at other colleges and universities, the consequences of plagiarism are that you fail 

the assignment, and in some cases, the entire course. The DSC catalog points out that students shall: 

     Maintain academic ethics and honesty; to this end, prohibited activities include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 
 Cheating, which includes, but is not limited to, copying from another student's test papers, or plagiarism.  
 Plagiarism, which is the unacknowledged (uncited) use of any other person [sic] or group's ideas or work. This 
includes purchased or borrowed papers.  
 Collusion, which is the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing work offered for credit.  
 Falsification, which is the intentional and unauthorized altering or inventing of any information or citation in an 
academic exercise, activity, or record-keeping process.  
 Discipline 
 The purpose of disciplinary action is to provide a uniform method of dealing with violations of the Student Rights 
and Responsibilities Code at Dixie State College. The disciplinary procedure is structured to deal uniformly and 
fairly with students. Though subject to due process, the disciplinary procedures are not subject to the same 
procedural due process as is established in criminal and civil courts. 
 The disciplinary actions which the college may impose on a student include but are not limited to: 
 1.    Warning or reprimand.  Verbal or written notice to a student that his/her conduct may be in violation of 
college rules and regulations, and that the continuation of such conduct or actions may result in further 
disciplinary action. 

A 



 2.   Grade adjustment - for either an assignment/test or the course. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 4.   Suspension - temporary dismissal from participation in a specific program or activity or from the college for a 
specified or indefinite period of time. 
 5.   Expulsion - permanent dismissal from the college.  A permanent indication of expulsion will be made on the 
student's transcript.  The person may also be barred from the college campus or campus activities. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 9.   Denial or revocation of degrees (for academic violations only). 
 10. Temporary and/or permanent removal from a class.” (DSC Online Catalog 2008-09)  
  

NOTES: 
Disabilities 

If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the course you are 

strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located in the North Plaza Building. 

The disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable 

accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516  

 

Sexual Harassment Policy:  

DSC's policy against sexual harassment protects both employees of the College as well as 

students. Under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, students who encounter sexual 

harassment from other students are protected. If you encounter unlawful sexual harassment or 

gender based discrimination, please talk to your professor or another administrator.  

 

Dmail 

You are required to frequently check your dmail account. Important class and college information will be 

sent to your dmail account, including DSC bills, financial aid/scholarship notices, notices of cancelled 

classes, reminders of important dates and deadlines, and other information critical to your success at 

DSC and in your courses. If you don't know how to access your dmail account, go to www.dixie.edu and 

select "Dmail" from the left column. To locate your dmail username and password, go to www.dixie.edu, 

and click on "Log in to student services" (upper right corner). 

 

Class Conduct: 

You are expected to respect the ideas of others in the class. Critical thinking can only take place 

when you carefully consider others’ ideas as well as your own. Practice dialectical thinking in an 

effort to see the weaknesses and strengths in your own and others’ perspectives.  The 

classroom is not for sleeping, eating, conversing with friends, texting, or working on assignments 

for other classes. Such behaviors suggest to me that you do not wish to participate in the class; 



hence, you may be asked to leave. If so, you will be considered absent. Please turn off cell 

phones and beepers during class time. 

Disruptive Behavior Policy:  If your conduct in class affects the learning atmosphere of the class, the 

instructor reserves the right to drop you from the class.  This will happen using the following procedure: 

a. Verbal warning that your behavior is negatively affecting the class 
b. Written warning that you are negatively affecting the class 
c. Removal from the class.  The instructor will inform the student in writing of this, along 

with contact information for a supervisor of the instructor so the student can appeal if 
desired. 

Academic Support Services: 

Tutoring Writing Center Library Computer Center Testing Center 

Tutoring services are provided 

for all registered DSC students 

and is available for all subjects. 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/in

dex.htm 

 

The writing center is in 

the Browning Learning 

Center. The online 

writing center can be 

accessed at 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl

/ 

 

Online help for the 

Browning Library can 

be accessed at: 

http://new.dixie.edu/li

brary/index.php 

The Smith Computer 

Center is available for 

students who need 

technology services to 

complete homework 

assignments and 

research for any 

course on campus. 

 Check at the facility 

for time schedule. 

 

The hours and 

location are 

posted online 

at 

http://new.dixi

e.edu/testing/i

ndex.php 

 

 

Writing Center  

Dixie State College provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing 

assignments in all courses. The Writing Center’s mission is to help writers improve their composition 

assignments through a process of invention, writing and revision. The Writing Center is not a 

proofreading service, but is instead staffed by peer tutors who offer suggestions, instructions and tips to 

help you improve your assignments. The Writing Center is located in the first floor of the Browning 

Learning resource Center. Call 652-7743 or visit http://dixie.edu/dsc_writing_center for hours and to 

sign-up for an appointment. While the Writing Center does accept walk-in writers, appointments are 

strongly recommended, particularly during high-traffic weeks such as mid-terms and the days leading to 

finals. 

 

While face-to-face sessions are most effective, the Writing Center also offers an Online Writing Lab 

(OWL), which can be accessed at owl@dixie.edu.  You may e-mail your paper as an attachment to this 

site; tutors review the paper and return it to you via e-mail.  If you use this service, allow a few days for 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://new.dixie.edu/library/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/library/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php


your paper to be reviewed. For example, if a paper is due on Friday, you should not wait until Thursday 

night to submit the paper to the Writing Center. 

Dixie State College, as well as your instructor, wants you to be successful. Take advantage of the 

Tutoring Center and the Writing Center in the Browning Building and of the open access computer labs 

in the Smith Computer Center and the Browning Library. Materials to supplement the course are 

regularly placed in the Browning Library for your use, and, of course, the library has a vast wealth of 

information to assist you in research. More detailed information about those facilities and the Testing 

Center in the Browning Building will be given you in class. 

Important dates to keep in mind:  The link below leads to a list of many more important dates as well 
as links to the library, the computer lab, the Disability Resource Center, the IT help Desk, the OWL, the 
Testing Center, the Tutoring Center,  and the Writing Center. Please check the site often. In addition, 
watch for messages from me or the school from Dmail. 

<http:// new.dixie.edu/ reg/syllabus>.] 

 

http://new.dixie.edu/reg/syllabus


Tentative Syllabus 
Week    of Essays 

Due 
     Be sure to read assignments and prepare take-home work before class on the 
date assigned.  Work is due at the beginning of the class. 
     Be honest. If you use someone’s ideas—from a book, a television program, a 

news story—you simply give credit to your source. Your essays must be your own, 

but you can quote from or paraphrase from others—as long as you correctly give 

credit. When you don’t credit your sources, you will earn a zero (0) which is much 

worse than an F. If you should do this twice, you will be dropped from the course 

Protect yourself, by carefully documenting your sources and doing your own work.  

     Short written in-class assignments are usually 20 points; regular essays are 100; 
and research essays are 200. 

Jan 10/11       Introduction to the course.  Listen to “100 Miles Per Hour Upside Down and 
Sideways” and “Almost Soup.”  Discuss narratives and some writing strategies. 

Jan 17/18       Work on personal narratives and on reporting and discussing the ideas of 
others.  Be sure to bring at least one New York Times and The Oxford Book of 
American Short Stories. 

Jan 24/25 #1 Narrative due.  At least 2 typed, double-spaced pages detailing an exciting or 
significant event in your life.  Read “The Things They Carried” (637-654), “Two 
Kinds” (714-726) and “The Management of Grief” (697-713).  View video clip from 
The Joy Luck Club. Discuss possible topics or approaches to writing about 
literature. 

Jan 31/ 
Feb 1 

#2 Read “The Yellow Wallpaper” (153-169) and “The Tell-Tale Heart” (92-96). Write 
an essay discussing the two stories.  Are they just “horror” stories or do they deal 
with important psychological (or other) issues?  Be sure to use quotations and 
specific incidents from both to help support your views.  Use MLA format. 
Start work on Campus Exploration.  (Collaborative project involving a power point 
presentation and a business memo done by your team and an individual in-class 
essay evaluation of your own work and that of other class teams. 

Feb 7/8 #3 In-class memo informing me of your progress on your campus exploration topic, 
including at least two direct quotations from people you have interviewed. 

Feb 14/15 #4 Power Point Presentations and in-class evaluation. 

Feb 21/22 #5 Read “Cannibalism in the Cars” (109-117), “A White Heron” 118-128), and “The 
Storm” 129-135).  In-Class Essay. 

(Important dates:  Jan 17—drop/audit  fee begins; Jan 31— last day to drop without receiving a “W” grade; Feb 
1—courses dropped for nonpayment; Feb 27--Mid-term grades due; Mar 2 last day to drop/audit; Apr 6—last day 
for complete withdrawal.) 

Feb 28/ 
Mar 1 

#6 Choose at least two works we haven’t discussed as a class and one that we have and 
write a paper on a subject that makes use of at least three stories.  You may certainly 
use additional critical sources for this MLA paper.  This paper should be at least 5 
pages in length, including your Works Cited page.  You don’t need a title page. 

Mar 7/8 #7 One to two page essay on a story that you think should or should not be included in 
the syllabus for everyone to read.  Decide on your criteria, so that you can be very 
specific in your evaluation. 

Mar 13/14  SPRING BREAK 

Mar21/22 #8 Begin work on APA current event research paper.  At this point, I hope you have 
been following stories in The New York Times and other newspapers and magazines.  
All our research for the rest of the semester will be done from current sources.  



Occasionally, however, students will need to read slightly older sources to have 
sufficient background to understand the current event.  In-class response. 

Mar 28/29  Work on defining. 

Apr 4/5 #9  

Apr 11/12 #10 In-Class essay:  How I have improved as a writer this semester with specific 
references to the various learning outcomes on the course syllabus. 

Apr 18/19 #11 APA research paper due, using at least six (6) current sources. 

Apr 25/26   

Finals #12 May 3 at 12:30 for day class.                       May 1 at 5 P.M. for evening class   

 


