
English 1010 – Introduction to College Writing 
Fall 2010 

 
 - Course Description and Objectives –  

Instructor:  Terre Burton 
burton@dixie.edu 

652-7812 DSC     229-6160 Cell 
Office:  Browning Learning Resource Center, 112B (NW Corner, downstairs) 

Classroom:  McD 102    Office Hours:  M-W 12-1  and 2:15-2:45 P.M.  and T-Th 8-9 A.M. 
 
 

Texts:  Readings for Writers, 13th Edition, Jo Ray Mc-Cuen-Metherell & Anthony C. Winkler 
 

Departmental Course Description & Objectives:   
 
English 1010 is designed to help students improve their writing to meet communication demands in 
college, on the job, and as citizens. The course will also help students develop the capacity to think and to 
read critically.    
 
The course will provide students with frequent occasions to read, discuss, write, and revise the different 
types of exposition, using several rhetorical strategies such as description, narration, process, cause/effect, 
comparison/contrast, classification, definition, and argumentation.  Classroom discussion, assigned 
readings, and papers will emphasize such writing principles as unity, coherence, development, 
organization, variety, and word economy.   
 

General Minimum Writing Requirements:  
 

Students in this course will:   
 Write a minimum of 4 essays: 

o Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words). 
o One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates a sufficient 

number of credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, 
book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).    

 Write at least one graded, in-class essay.    
 Write no more than one narrative essay.   
 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such as 

non-graded first drafts).   
 Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).   

 
Specific Objectives of the Course:  
 
READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES  
     By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis. 
2. Understand a writer’s organization and structure. 
3. Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 
4. Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of detail in support of a main idea. 
5. Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases. 
6. Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning.  
7. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 
WRITING OBJECTIVES  
       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

   1. Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 
   2. Understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including planning,  
       brainstorming, organizing, rough draft writing, revising, and proofreading.   



   3. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the 
selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 
   4. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of categories, topic sentences, 
transitions, parallel structure, and repeated key words and synonyms. 
   5. Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the paper as a 
whole.   
   6. Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic sentences, repeated key 
terms, synonyms, pronouns, and transitions. 
   7. Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, suggest a plan of 
development, make positive first impressions, and set the tone. 
   8. Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closure.  
   9. Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty modifiers, and 
problems with subject/verb agreement and pronoun agreement.   
  10. Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard written English.   
  11. Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety.  Select words appropriate to their 
subject and audience.  Recognize the need for precise expression.  Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the 
specific to the general, and use active and precise verbs.  Practice word economy, using only those words, 
phrases, and details that are apt and necessary. 
  u12.  Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 
RESEARCH OBJECTIVES  
       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

1. Critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their papers.   
2. Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing. 
3. Understand and avoid plagiarism.   
4. Know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation: 

a. Introduction of quotations and paraphrases. 
b. Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses. 
c. Use of long quotations. 
d. Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations.  
e. Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources. 

5. Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and online research resources, such as the library catalog, 
subject-specific encyclopedias, article databases, and Utah’s catalog.   

6. Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when appropriate), parenthetical documentation, and  
bibliographic form.   

7. Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline (or other organizational strategy) as steps in 
writing a research paper.   

 
2) Writing Center:  

 
The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing 
assignments in all courses.  The Writing Center is located in the first floor of the Browning Bldg.   

 
3) Online Writing Lab:  

 
You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues related to writing, 
and for numerous links to relevant web-sites.   

4) Disability Statement:   
  
If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment, then proper documentation of that disability 
is required in order to receive services or accommodations.     The Disability Resource Center—located just beneath 
the Career Center/Financial Aid Building and sharing space with the Testing Center-- can assist you in analyzing 
your eligibility for services.  Contact Number:  435-652-7516. 
 
 
 



5) Use of your Rebelmail e-mail account:   
 
Important class and college information will be sent to your Rebelmail email account.  You will be held 
responsible for information sent to your Rebelmail email, so please check it often.   

 
 
6) If you stop attending class:   

 
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before Nov 12. 
 

7) Academic Dishonesty:   
 
 Academic dishonesty in any form is not tolerated at Dixie State College, including but not limited to plagiarism 

on written assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. 
Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: (1) giving a 
failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, (2) failing the student in the entire course, 
(3) Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or (4) Referring the student to 
Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. (See 
DSC Policy 34.1.1-4).  

 
 The important thing to keep in mind as you write in this course is that you need to be honest.  If you use 

someone’s ideas—from a book, a television program, a news story—you simply give credit to your source.  
Your essays must be your own, but you can quote from or paraphrase from others—as long as you correctly 
give credit. When you don’t credit your sources, you will earn a zero (0) which is much worse than an F.  If you 
should do this twice, you will be dropped from the course.  If you use someone else’s paper, you are also in 
danger of failing the course.  Protect yourself, by carefully documenting your sources and doing your own 
work. 

 
Departmental/Emphasis Mission Statements and Course Objectives:  
https://dixie.edu/english/File/ENGL%201010.pdf 
 
 Student Support Services  

                Library  http://library.dixie.edu  
                Testing Center http://new.dixie.edu/testing  
                Writing Center and OWL http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php  
                Tutoring Center http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring 
 
Other helpful information—including key dates--can be found at http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus 
 
 

 
Tentative Reading and Writing Schedule 

 
 
 

Week of Assignments and Class Work  --  Most papers will be assigned later.  These will 
be of two sorts:  formal papers (graded) and responses (worth points) 

Due 

8/23 Introduction to the Course; pretest; read “First Morning” and “The Log”; start 
work on punctuation Power Point Presentations.   

 

8/30 Power Point Presentations 
Turn in Response 1:  Using direct quotes and paraphrase. 

R 1 

9/6 Read Ch 8 (251-255 )  Essay 1:  Narrative about an exciting or interesting event 
in your life that also reveals something about your own values.  You might want 
to look at Ch 7 on Narration (199-203) 

E 1 – due 
W & Th 



9/13 Read Ch 1 & 2 (3-51) and Ch 3  (65-96) 
Start working on MLA format 

 
R 2 

9/20 Read Ch 4   (97-118) & Ch 5 (135-165) 
Write a 2 page paper using sources from our text and MLA format 

 

9/27 Read Ch 6  (168-193)  Practice writing a variety of paragraphs 
 

E 2 

10/4 Read Ch 5  (135-149) 
 

R 3 

10/11 Midterm –no class on Thur—fall holiday 
Read Ch 11 (369-386)  We’ll be doing some library work on defining and using 
a variety of dictionaries. 

 

10/18 Mon and Tue:  Library work 
Write an extended definition 

 
E 3 

10/25 Read Part Four (691-731) 
Work on MLA paper – 5 pages with 5 sources and Works Cited 

R 4 

11/1 Read Ch 9 (296-331)  Listen to “How to Write a Letter” 
Process/Letter assignment.  Your job will be to write a chatty letter to a friend in 
which you include very careful instructions to prepare a complicated recipe.  
This instruction paper should include definitions and very clear instructions. 

 
 
E 4 

11/8 Read Ch 14 (497-533)  Write your response on one of the readings. 
Start work on APA paper.  This paper will be based on readings from our text 
and current (that means in the last month) news sources.  Again you will need at 
least 5 sources. 

R 5 

11/15 Work on APA paper; read 731-765 
 

 
E 5 

11/22 Thanksgiving –no classes on Wed or Thur 
Read Ch 15 (550-556) and an assigned essay 

 

11/29 In-class essay to be written in the computer center 
Persuasive essay on how you have improved in your writing during this 
semester, tying your gains to the course objectives 

E 6 

12/6 Read 766-771 
Literary paper on one or more of the readings from our text 

E 7 

12/13 MW class from 12-2 on 12/13 
TR class from 9:30-11:30 on 12/14 

Final 

 


