
English 2200 – Introduction to Literature 
Spring 2010 

 
 - Course Description and Objectives –  

Instructor:  Terre Burton 
652-7812 DSC     229-6160 Cell 

Office:  Browning Learning Resource Center, B112 (NW Corner, downstairs) 
Classroom:  MacDonald Center 206 

burton@dixie.edu                                                 burton@infowest.com 
 

REQUIRED TEXTS 
Abcarian, Richard, and Marvin Klotz, eds. Literature: The Human Experience. Shorter 9th 

ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2007. 
 

GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is for students in all disciplines who would like to increase their enjoyment of 
literature and fulfills a humanities requirement for general education.  The course 
provides students with a basic understanding of novels, short stories, poems, plays, and/or 
essays.  Students will learn to read analytically and write critically. 3 lecture hours per 
week.  
 

GOALS 
Students will be expected to achieve the following:  
Understand the unique value of literary expression as an aesthetic form that challenges the senses, 
the intellect, and the imagination as it offers insight into human values and identity 
Appreciate the complex relationship between the aesthetic and intellectual aspects of literature 
and the culture and time in which it is produced 
Recognize literary diversity and different world views as a source of enrichment, vitality, and 
strength 
Achieve an awareness of the power of literature to contribute to human understanding and 
cultural remembrance 
Understand the basic elements of literature, including fictional and dramatic elements (plot, 
setting, characterization, etc.), rhetorical figures (metaphor, symbol, irony, paradox, metonymy, 
etc.), and basic linguistic elements (diction, tone, syntax, parts of speech, etc.)—wherever 
appropriate  

 
OBJECTIVES  
Students will be expected to complete the following:  
Read an extensive amount of literature in at least three different genres (essays, poetry, short 
fiction, drama, and novels) 
Participate in meaningful discussions of literature within the classroom, using appropriate 
terminology and critical concepts 
Respond to texts in writing assignments in and outside the classroom, some of which would 
involve a research component 

 
EVALUATION  
Students will be assessed based on their ability to:  
Analyze and write about texts critically and eloquently 
Contribute to textual analyses and discussions with fresh and cogent insights 
Conduct scholarly research effectively and critically 
Incorporate this research persuasively in textual analyses and adhere to current MLA citation and 



documentation conventions 
Perform satisfactorily on exams that measure retention of course material as well as original 
analysis and interpretation  
Participate in lectures and discussions to develop skill in articulating and defending analyses and 
interpretations of literary works in a group context  

 
WRITING REQUIREMENTS 
Students in this course will: 
  
Write one critical essay of 3-5 pages on a theme, work, group of works, or any other relevant 
topic that demonstrates close reading, analysis, and interpretive skill  
Write eight brief responses (2 typed, double-spaced pages) on relevant topics to demonstrate 
competency in reading and responding critically and cogently to literary texts  
Write three take-home examinations and some quizzes 
Write a pretest and final exam answer on the question:   
 
GRADING 
 
 Semester grades will be determined by the following: 
 
Daily Work/ Participation      10%  
Responses                                     40% 
Quizzes and Exams       50% 
 
GRADING SCALE 
 
 A  = 94-100 ☺   A-  = 90-93 
 B+ = 87-89    B   = 84-86   B-  = 80-83 
 C+ = 77-79    C   = 74-76   C-  = 70-73 
 D+ = 67-69    D   = 64-66   D-  = 60-63 
 F   = 59 and below  
 
LATE WORK POLICY 
 

Homework and papers are due on the date indicated on the syllabus. If you know you will 
be absent, turn in your work early.  If you are having trouble with a paper, go to the 
Writing Center (on the first floor of the Browning Building) or see me during office 
hours. It’s best to get help before the paper is due.  
 

 
CONFERENCES 

I will be available in our classroom ½ hour each evening before class; you may also 
contact me to set up a conference. 
 

DROP DATE 
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class to avoid receiving an 
“F” on your transcript. 

 
PLAGIARISM 

Under the “Student Rights and Responsibilities Code,” Section 33.5.1.4 on Dixie’s home 
page, plagiarism is thoroughly defined. Please access this page and read the definition 



carefully: http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html Note that plagiarism includes 
cheating, such as “copying from another student’s test papers”; “using materials during a 
test not authorized by the person giving the test”; “collaborating with any other person 
during a test [or quiz]”; “soliciting or receiving unauthorized information about any test”; 
“using any unauthorized resource or aid in the preparation or completion of any course 
work, exercise, or activity”; and “collusion, which is the unauthorized collaboration with 
another person in preparing work offered for credit.” 
  
The Dixie State College Research Paper Guide contains a more concise definition:  
plagiarism is “an act of willfully or carelessly attempting to pass off as one’s own work 
the words (oral or written) of someone else” (6). You can buy the Dixie State College 
Research Guide in the bookstore, you can access the online research paper guide at 
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl, you can refer to the link on DSC’s web page 
http://www.dixie.edu/humanres/polstu.html , or you can talk to me. Your 
understanding of this concept is essential because  
plagiarism is grounds for failure in this course.  

 
DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER 

If you are a student with a medical, psychological, or learning disability and would like 
accommodations, contact the Disability Resource Center (652-7516) in the Student 
Services Center.  The Disability Resource Center will determine your eligibility for 
services based upon complete professional documentation. If you are deemed eligible, the 
Disability Resource Center will further evaluate the effectiveness of your accommodation 
requests and will authorize reasonable accommodations that are appropriate for your 
disability. 

 
WRITING CENTER 

The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their 
writing assignments in all courses. The Writing Center is located in the Browning Bldg. 
Call Barbara Turnbow at 652.7743 for hours and more information. 

 
 
DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR 
 DSC disruptive behavior policy states, “Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to 

aggressively manage the classroom environment to ensure an effective learning climate.  
Toward this end, teachers may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual 
class activities.  If a student’s behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher 
may dismiss and remove disruptive students from their courses.” 

 
LIBRARY 
 Hours of operation are posted online at http://library.dixie.edu/info/hours.html 
 
 
DMAIL 

Important class and college information will be sent to Dmail account. All DSC students 
are automatically assigned a Dmail email account.  If you don’t know your user name and 
password, go to www.new.dixie.edu and select “Dmail,” for complete instructions.  You 
will be held responsible for information sent to your Dmail email, so please check it 
often. 

 
 



 
 

Tentative Reading and Writing Schedule 
 

June 
1 Intro to Literature – discuss objectives & read “Death Knocks (1095),” “Salvation” 

(281), “Incident” (141), and other works in class.  View film. 
 
3 Read “Introduction” 3-30 & 37-41 and from “Innocence & Experience”:  “Young 

Goodman Brown” (80), “A Clean-Well-Lighted Place” (96), “The Lesson” 
(116) and Poetry from 129-159.   

 Write an essay examining the question:  How can a reading a wide variety of 
literature help us to avoid the baleful consequences of human ignorance?  (1-2 pages) 
 
For the rest of the summer session responses (1-2 pages typed) are due on Tuesdays; these 
should deal with any of the literature we are reading, discussing, or viewing. 
 
8 Read Oedipus Rex 160-203. 
  
10 View Scent of Green Papayas; read “Some Common Writing Assignments” 46-61. 
  
15 Read from “Conformity and Rebellion”:  “The Lottery,” “The Ones Who Walk Away 

from Omelas,” “Repent, Harlequin!.,” 350-372, and Poetry 392-421. 
 
17 Read A Doll’s House 423-481 and “Glossary of Critical Approaches” 1129-1138. 
 
22 Read from “Culture & Identity”: Fiction 526-583. 
 
24 Read A Raisin in the Sun 609-684. 
 
29 Read “Poetry” 594-606. 
 
July 
 
1 Read from “Love & Hate”:  Fiction 720-751 and Poetry 772-790. 
 
6 Read Poetry 791-802, "NoName Woman" (936-945),  and Trifles 916-929. 
   
8 View Much Ado About Nothing 
   
13 Read Othello 824-915. 
 
15 
 
20 Read from “The Presence of Death”: “The Cask of Amontillado” (968), “The Rocking 

Horse Winner” (1016), and “The Jilting of Granny Weatherall” (1028), and 
Poetry 1054-1084. 

 
22  Final Exam 

 
 


