
ENGLISH 1010-15  INTRO TO WRITING OFFICE: MCD 227
DR. TIM BYWATER OFFICE PHONE: 652-7808
SPRING 2015 HOME PHONE: 628-2490

OFFICE HRS:  M/W/F 8–11 and TU/TR 8-9 (or arranged–which means if you can't schedule an appointment
during office hours, check with me after class to set up an appointment.)

SYLLABUS
TEXT

Silverman, et al. Rules of Thumb, A Guide for Writers 9  Editionth

GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION
English 1010 will help you improve your writing so you can meet communication demands in college and on
the job.  The course will provide you with frequent occasions to read, write, and discuss the different types of
expository writing.  Classroom discussion, reading, and writing will emphasize such writing principles as unity,
coherence, development, organization, variety, and word economy.  You will be given a writing/reading
assessment exam at the beginning and end of the semester; it will not count in final grade determination.

READING/THINKING SKILLS TO BE LEARNED TO ATTAIN SUCCESSFUL COURSE OUTCOMES
• Identify a thesis statement.
• Understand organization and structure.
• Assess presentation of detail in support of a thesis.
• Analyze your underlying assumptions and biases.
• Recognize and avoid logical fallacies in reasoning.

EXPOSITORY WRITING SKILLS TO BE MASTERED AND DEMONSTRATED TO ATTAIN
SUCCESSFUL COURSE OUTCOMES

• Recognizing the importance of correctly assessing the relationship of your essay to your audience and
purpose.

• Beginning the writing process early and in stages, including planning, brainstorming, organizing, rough
draft writing, revising, and proofreading.

• Carefully choosing and restricting the subject and creating a precise thesis statement that will control
the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material.

• Using proven strategies to create  effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key words,
pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure.

• Knowing  and using organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual
paragraphs and the paper as a whole.

• Writing unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic sentences, repeated key
terms, synonyms, pronouns, and transitions.

• Composing introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, suggest a plan of
development, make positive first impressions, and set the tone.

• Composing concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closing.


