
ENGLISH 2010 - INTERMEDIATE WRITING SELECTED TOPICS     OFFICE:    MCD 227
DR. TIM BYWATER OFFICE PHONE:  652-7808
SPRING 2015 HOME PHONE: 628-2490

OFFICE HRS:  M/W/F, 8–11; T/R, 10-11(or arranged–which means if you can’t find me during office hours,
check with me after class to set up an appointment).

SYLLABUS

GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION
• In English 2010  you will improve your writing skills so you can meet communication demands in

college and on the job.  You will develop the capacity to think logically and independently and  to
communicate your ideas skillfully in writing to achieve successful outcomes in the course.

• The course provides you with frequent occasions to read, write, correct, and revise.
• In addition, the course focuses on the research process, culminating in a 12-14 page research paper,

which reflects proper drafting and revision processes as well how to format works cited pages and how
to document correctly.

• Classroom discussion, assigned writings, and readings emphasize such writing principles as unity,
coherence, development, organization, variety, word economy, and correctness.

• Prerequisite: English 1010 or equivalent. 

SUCCESSFUL COURSE OUTCOMES WILL BE PARTLY BASED ON SKILLS LEARNED IN
PERVIOUS COMPOSITION COURSES
As you enter English 2010, you should know how to follow the general rules of expository composition
outlined on  Bywater’s Checklist and summarized below:

• Create a title and introduction that lead directly to the thesis.
• Develop a thesis statement to produce a coherent expository essay.
• Understand organization and structure of an expository essay.
• Assess presentation of detail in support of a thesis.
• Recognize and avoid logical fallacies in reasoning.
• Avoid mechanical composition errors. 

WRITING SKILLS NECESSARY TO PRODUCE SUCCESSFUL CLASS OUTCOMES
By the end of English 2010, you will have refined your knowledge of and ability to apply the writing
principles emphasized in English 1010.  You will be able to do the following:

• Produce writing that correctly assesses the relationship of writers to their audiences and subjects.
• Undertake the writing process in stages--including planning, brainstorming, organizing, drafting,

revising, and proofreading.
• Demonstrate the ability to choose and restrict subjects and create precise thesis statements.
• Use the thesis statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of support material.
• Create introductory paragraphs that state the thesis and suggest a plan of development for the paper;

create concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closing and when necessary restate the thesis or
summarize the main points used to develop the thesis.

• Use organizational, developmental, transitional, and coherence strategies necessary to produce
effective paragraphs and papers.

• Develop or refine your style, which demonstrates thoughtful variety and control of sentence structure.
• Use appropriate, concrete words.
• Write without mechanical errors.


