
ENGLISH 2200-  Introduction to Literature      OFFICE:    MCD 227
DR. TIM BYWATER OFFICE PHONE:  652-7808
SPRING 2015 HOME PHONE:  628-2490 (feel free to call)

OFFICE HRS: M/W/F 8-11 and TU/TR 10-11 (or arranged, which means if you can’t find
me in my office, check with me after class to set up an appointment).

OUTCOMES AND ASSIGNMENTS

TEXTS
The Norton Introduction to Literature, 11  Edition   Kelly Maysth

    The Great Gatsby, The Authorized Text, F. Scott Fitzgerald

DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
This course  acquaints you with some of the major works of literature in the genres: short story,
novel, drama, film, and poetry, based on numerous critical perspectives, but focused mainly on
figuring out how humans think and feel. The course emphasizes some of the most well-known and
highly respected literary works in terms of their plots, style and imagery, thematic and aesthetic
concerns. The works in fiction, drama, and poetry will examined in  class discussions, on
examinations, in critical reflections, and in essays.  

SUCCESSFUL COURSE OUTCOMES
By the end of Literature 2200, you will learn and enhance critical skills to:
• Enjoy, appreciate, and evaluate representative works in the genres: short fiction, poetry,

novella, drama, and film.
• Think critically, discuss, and write about assigned class readings using various critical

perspectives including: Formalistic, Social/Cultural, Mythological/Archetypal,
Psychological,  and Reader Response.

• Understand the meaning and use of figurative language tropes, including, among others,
symbols, metaphors, similes, personification, and imagery.

• Understand and be able to use in literary analysis the elements of fiction, including  plot,
setting, theme, characterization, and point of view (the five “W’s”).

• Learn to identify and explain poetic components including rhythm, meter, rhyme scheme,
alliteration, assonance, consonance, onomatopoeia, repetition, stanza patterns, figurative
language, and content forms (such as lyric, elegy, sonnet).

• Share insights with other class members. 

REQUIREMENTS TO BE COMPLETED TO ATTAIN SUCCESSFUL COURSE 
OUTCOMES

• You MUST read all assigned materials and attend class regularly to achieve successful
course outcomes

• You MUST take and pass three tests (largely essay, identification, and multiple choice)
during the semester.  As well as formal tests, you MUST take and pass approximately eight
unannounced preparation checks given during the semester–consisting of ten multiple choice
questions on the reading assignment that was due on the day of the prep check or due during
the previous class period.  These prep checks will be given during the first 5 minutes of class
and cannot be made up; if at all possible, don’t be late or absent (ahem). Also, you will be
given a brief Assessment Exam at the beginning and again at the end of the semester to
monitor your progress. It won’t affect your grade in any way.  Since you may have to miss
a prep check, extra credit  will be provided.  I’ll explain the extra credit assignment later.


