
INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN LIT (ENGLISH 2400-01)    OFFICE:  MCD 227
DR. TIM BYWATER OFFICE PHONE:  652-7808
FALL 2013 HOME PHONE:  628-2490 (feel free to call)

OFFICE HRS: M/W/F  8 - 11 (or arranged, which means if you can’t find me in my office, check with
me after class to set up an appointment).

OBJECTIVES AND ASSIGNMENTS

TEXTS
American Literature, Volume I - William E. Cain
The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald,  Scribner Paperback Fiction (Any Edition)

DESCRIPTION OF THIS COURSE

This course acquaints you with some of the major works of American Literature from 
the time of Colombus until approximately 1865.  I’m cheating here, because I’m using The Great Gatsby.
(I’ll  explain why early in the semester.)   This course will provide you with a better understanding  of these
works in terms of their historical contexts and thematic concerns, as well as a rudimentary understanding 
of the authors’ lives.  You will study some of the critical approaches that have been developed to analyze
these works.  You will critically analyze some of these works in class discussions, on examinations, in out-of-
class essays, and in  critical responses called “Reflections.”  You’re required to read the authors’ biographical
introductions.

SUCCESSFUL COURSE OUTCOMES

By the end of American Literature  2400, you will improve your ability to:
    • Enjoy, appreciate, and evaluate representative American novels, short stories, poems, and essays. 

• Think critically, discuss perceptively, and write analytically about the various readings.
• Understand the use and importance of figurative language in the course readings, including among

other examples,  symbols, metaphors, similes, and images.
• Understand (and use in literary analysis) the aspects of fiction, including plot, setting, theme,

characterization, and point of view.
• Share critical insights with class members.
• Analyze and summarize critical essays concerning some of the course readings.

REQUIREMENTS TO BE COMPLETED  TO ATTAIN SUCCESSFUL  COURSE  OUTCOMES

• You MUST read all assigned materials and attend class regularly to succeed.
• You MUST take and pass three tests (largely essay, identification, and multiple choice) during the

semester.  As well as the formal tests, you MUST take and pass at least eight unannounced
preparation checks given during the semester– consisting of ten multiple choice questions on the
reading assignment due that class period or the class period before. These prep checks will be
given during the first 5 minutes of class and cannot be made up, so (if at all possible) don’t be late
or absent. Also, you will be given a brief Assessment Exam at the beginning and again at the end
of the semester. (I’ll explain it.)  Since you might have to miss a prep check, extra credit will be
provided. 

• You MUST write two  essays (about three pages each) on subjects to be assigned.  I will comment
verbally and in writing on the quality of your essays’ content and on your correct use of
fundamental English writing  principles.

• You MUST write eight critical reflections paraphrasing, summarizing, and analyzing critical works
of scholars who have written essays on some of our required readings.


