
ENGLISH 2010 - WRITING THE RESEARCH PAPER       OFFICE:    MCD 227 

DR. TIM BYWATER OFFICE PHONE:  652-7808 

FALL 2009                                     Bywater’s e-mail address: bywater@dixie.edu                             HOME PHONE: 628-2490  
OFFICE HRS:  M/W/F 9:00-11:00 AM– TR/T 10:30 - NOON(or arranged–which means if you can’t find 

me during office hours, check with me after class to set up an appointment). 

 

SYLLABUS 

 

GENERAL COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 • English 2010 will help you improve your writing so you can meet communication demands in 

college and on the job.  The course will also help you develop the capacity to think logically and 

independently and  to communicate your ideas skillfully in writing. 

 • The course provides you with frequent occasions to read, write, correct, and revise. 

 • In addition, the course focuses on the research process, culminating in a 10-14 page research 

paper, which reflects proper drafting and revision processes as well how to format works cited 

pages and how to document correctly. 

 • Classroom discussion, assigned writings, and readings emphasize such writing principles as unity, 

coherence, development, organization, variety, word economy, and accuracy. 

 

WRITING OBJECTIVES 

By the end of English 2010, you will have refined your knowledge of and ability to apply the writing 

principles emphasized in English 1010.  You will be able to do the following: 

 

 • Produce writing that correctly assesses the relationship of writers to their audiences and subjects. 

 • Undertake the writing process in stages--including planning, brainstorming, organizing, drafting, 

revising, and proofreading. 

 • Demonstrate the ability to choose and restrict subjects and create precise thesis statements. 

 • Use the thesis statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of support 

material. 

 • Create introductory paragraphs that state the thesis and suggest a plan of development for the 

paper; create concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closing and when necessary restate the 

thesis or summarize the main points used to develop the thesis. 

 • Use organizational, developmental, and coherence strategies necessary to produce effective 

paragraphs and papers. 

 • In general, develop or refine a style which demonstrates thoughtful variety and control of sentence 

structure. 

 • Use appropriate, concrete words. 

 • Write without mechanical errors. 

 

READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES 

In English 2010, you will apply the following Reading/Thinking Objectives to the analytical 

components of the research process: 

 

 • Identify the writer's purpose/thesis. 

 • Understand the writer's organization and structure. 

 • Recognize the writer's tone, i.e., attitude toward subject and audience. 

 • Assess the writer's presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 

 • Analyze the writer's possible underlying assumptions and biases. 

 • Recognize and avoid logical fallacies in reasoning. 

 



 

 



LIBRARY USE OBJECTIVES 

By the end of English 2010, you should be able to locate material in a college library, then use this 

information to write an effective research paper.  To meet this objective, you must: 

 

 • Become familiar with the College library.  Learn to use the online catalogue. 

 • Learn to use periodical indexes, including EBSCOhost (data bases),ProQuest (magazines), 

Newsbank (newspapers), Deseret News - Salt Lake Tribune (online search), LePac (combined 

Utah academic library catalogues), New York Times Index (hard copy), etc. 

 • Learn to paraphrase, summarize, quote as appropriate. 

 • Learn to take notes efficiently. 

 • Learn to use MLA (or APA) parenthetical documentation. 

 • Write a research paper. 

•  See Rules, pp.109-162 

 

SUGGESTED AMOUNT OF WRITING FOR ENGLISH 2010 

Typically, you should write 4500-5500 words, distributed over shorter writings and a longer (10-14 

page) research paper.  Regardless of how these suggested minimums are met, you will have frequent 

opportunities to invent/create, draft, revise, and proofread.  I will regularly intervene (verbally and in 

writing) during this process and will carefully evaluate and comment on final papers. 

 

ORIGINALITY 

You are expected to do your own work.  In themes, exercises, and any other written work, materials 

of any kind borrowed from any source (including radio, television, teachers, other students, friends, or 

members of one's family, as well as all forms of written or printed matter) must be accounted for by 

direct reference or by the use of quotation marks or footnotes, or in some other way evident to me.  

Failure to account for such material will be regarded as an infraction of a college rule, which may 

mean failure in the course. 

 

PLAGIARISM POLICY 

Any student caught cheating and proven guilty will be given a failing grade and could be  removed 

from the class.  (see RULES, pp.119, 132. ) 

 

PROMPTNESS  

Written work will be handed in promptly on the day set by me.  If you cannot hand in work on the 

appointed day, notify me in advance.  All assigned work must be turned in.  At the end of the 

semester, if one theme has not been turned in, your grade will be figured on the basis of the rest of the 

work and then lowered at least one letter grade. 

 

FORM IN WRITTEN WORK 

The following directions apply to all written work, whether prepared in the classroom or outside: 

 1. Use regular,  good quality computer paper for typewritten work (required). 

 2. Type on only one side of the paper, double spaced. 

 3. Leave one inch margins at the left, right, bottom, and top of the page. 

 4. Indent paragraphs 5 spaces. 

 5. Place the title in the middle of the first line, leaving the following line–3 or more spaces in 

typewritten work–blank.  (A title is not quoted, underlined, or followed by punctuation unless a 

question mark or exclamation point is called for.) 

 6. Number the pages with Arabic numerals in the upper right-hand corner, e.g. “Bywater 22" (unless 

I say otherwise). 

 7. Don’t use a binder for the paper, just a title page. 

 8. On the title page, endorse the paper, supplying in order name, course and section, and date. 



 

CONFERENCES 

I will keep office hours and will tell you what these hours are.  You should feel free to consult with 

me at any regular office hours or to ask for an arranged appointment. 

 

ATTENDANCE  

I have to admit, I have a deep, hidden, psychological animosity (that I try to repress but usually can't) 

that gnaws at me when you're absent or late to class.  Excuses simply make it worse.  However, I'm 

not heartless: if you're having serious problems making it to class on time (or at all), please touch base 

with me to explain what's happening.  My guess is, I'll understand, and we'll be able to work 

something out. 

 

FINAL GRADES 

I'll determine final grades in accordance with the standards of the course and of the college-wide 

composition program.  Grades are based upon achievement in terms of the particular objectives of the 

course.  The major weight is given to performance in writing, but attendance, reading comprehension, 

participation in class discussion, and quality of other assigned work are also important.  

 

TEXT 

 Silverman, Hughes, and Wienbroer  Rules of Thumb (Required) 

 Dixie College Writing Guide (if needed) 

 Cheap paperback dictionary 

 

READING ASSIGNMENTS IN RULES OF THUMB 

 quotation marks,44-48 

 p.r. (pronoun), 21-27 

 c.f. (comma fault), 38-39       

 c.s. (comma splice), 31-33 

 s.f. (semicolon), 32, 40, 77          

 verbs, 20, 49-57, 174-75       

 wordiness, 168-69, 172-73       

 spelling, 13-19                 

 parallelism, 58, 169       

 pov. (point of view), 21-23      

 quoted materials, 44-47, 82-83, 102-104, 126-128            

paragraph, 77-79, 84       

 vagueness, 26-27, 77-79, 85, 166-67, 172-73                 

 redundancy, 172-73    

 organization, 72-74, 77-79, 87, 98-99, 102-04, 

126-27        outlining information, 73-74, 102, 

126-127                       essay tests, 98-100       

 titles, 16, 39, 47-48, 96, 104-05                            

 note taking/library use, 118-19, 121-24      

 documentation– MLA and APA, 133-62                

Internet, 114-17, 120-23, 125, 187-90 

tenses, 49-57, 105       

sentence problems, 26-30, 31-33, 58-60, 176-80    

development, 77-79    

w.w. (wrong word), 3-12     

fragment, 33-37, dashes/parenthesis, 42-43           

apostrophe/ellipsis, 20, 46, 95        

agreement, 21-23, 54-55         

style, 165-181         

format of college papers, 95-97       

thesis, 69-71. 87, 112-13, 126                  

dangling modifiers, 59-60    

transition, 80-81      

introduction - conclusion, 70, 75-76, 84, 98           

caps (capitalization), 16-17       

awkward/choppy, 26-27, 58-60, 176-80                     

numbers, 18-19       

research papers, 109-62      

sentence types, 28-30

 

ASSIGNMENTS IN RULES OF THUMB    
•  Chapters: All of it!              
•  Dates due: Whenever you feel the urge to open the text–I’ll refer to the text on occasion in 

class.  

      CLASS SCHEDULE 



 

WEEKS ONE AND TWO 

English 0990 and 1010 problems that you haven't 

solved yet.  We'll solve them in the first two weeks.  

Bring three questions about your writing to class 

(typed) to hand in. Watch a documentary on TV or 

rent one at a video store; formulate three questions 

(probably based on Who, What, When, Where, Why 

or How ) that are answered by the documentary. 

Bring questions and answers to class on August 27. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKS THREE, FOUR, FIVE AND SIX 

Formal writing assignments to fine tune your style,  

using the writing workshop approach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKS SIX AND SEVEN 

Collect research paper materials for your portfolio.  

Read, Rules “The Research Paper.”  

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKS EIGHT, NINE, AND TEN 

You'll begin work on the formal research paper 

assignment, beginning with a Question - Answer 

Research Paper Assignment, which includes 

parenthetical documentation and a works cited.  

Bring three questions about your topic to class. See 

pages 111-62 in Rules. 

 

 

 

AUGUST 

25 Introduction to 2010: In-class writing    

27 Problems/solutions; hand in1010 questions.  

SEPTEMBER 

01     Discuss possible research topics. 

03 Internet briefing during which you will begin 

to discover a research paper subject–Collect 

and xerox ten articles for portfolio on subject 

you find  interesting. Take some very general 

notes.  

08 Documentary Assignment Draft 

10 Documentary Assignment Due. Rough draft– 

“How to write English 1010 paper” 

15 Rewritten draft– “How to” Assignment 

17 “How to” Assignment due; bring 10 article 

portfolio to class; read excerpts from  one of 

the articles that most closely focuses on your 

research topic; explain reasons for your 

choice. 

22 Continue authors analysis–Paraphrase 

Assignment 

24 Paraphrase Assignment is due. Summary 

Assignment.  

29 Rough draft–Five Article Summary 

Assignment 

OCTOBER 

01 Five Article Summary Due; I’ll explain 

Question-Answer Research-Paper 

Assignment.  

06 Rough draft – Question -Answer Assignment 

08 Question-Answer Assignment due; I'll explain 

the Research Report Assignment,  and I’ll 

answer research paper questions. 

13 Research Reports 

15 Semester Break - No Class 

20 Research Reports 

22 Research Reports 

27 Research Reports 

29 Research Reports 

NOVEMBER  

03 Hand in Question - Answer Assignment; I’ll 

explain the Research- Chapter Assignment to 

be discussed in my office (MAC-227) 

WRITE RESEARCH PAPER NOW! 



 

 

 

WEEK ELEVEN, TWELVE, THIRTEEN 

Work on the research paper in my office and on 

your own. 

 

WEEK FOURTEEN 

Along with the research paper draft, bring two more 

typed questions concerning any aspect of your paper 

to class on December 01. 

 

 

 

WEEK FIFTEEN / SIXTEEN 

Final Revision and Research Paper Due 

 

05     Editorial Conferences 

10 Editorial Conferences 

12 Editorial Conferences 

17     Editorial Conferences 

19 Editorial Conferences 

24 Rough Draft– bring as much of the paper as 

you can to class for question/answer session. 

26 Thanksgiving Break - No Class 

DECEMBER 

01 Rough draft–entire paper in class for 

question/answer session 

03 Final Rewrite–No Class 

08  Final Revision Questions–In Class 

10 RESEARCH PAPER DUE   

 

17    FINAL EXAM– DECEMBER 18  @ 

8:00AM

 NOTE I:    The rough drafts AND the research reports are part of the course requirements.  If you fail to 

provide copies or to give a report when asked, you automatically will receive a failing grade on that assignment.  

I will discuss grading in detail in class.   

   

 NOTE II:   If you are a student with a medical, psychological, or learning difference and are requesting 

reasonable academic learning accommodations due to this difference, you must provide an official request of 

accommodation to your Professors from the Disability Resource Center within two weeks of the beginning of 

classes.  Students are to contact the Center on the main campus to follow through with and receive assistance in 

the documentation process to determine the appropriate accommodation related to their disability. You may call 

(435) 652-7517 for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) of 1990 per section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  The Center is located just beneath the Career 

Center/Financial Aid Building.   

 

 NOTE III:    Important class and college information will be sent to your D-mail e-mail account.  All 

DSC students are automatically assigned a D-mail account.  This information includes your DSC bill, financial 

aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other 

information critical to your success in college.  All DSC students are automatically assigned a D-mail account.  

If you know your user name and password, go to the Dixie homepage and click on D-mail.  If you don’t know 

your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu. and select “D-mail,” for complete instructions.  Check 

D-mail often.http://www.dixie.edu 

 

 NOTE IV:    If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before the semester 

drop date.  

 

 NOTE V:      The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their 

writing and other assignments in all courses.  Take advantage of the Writing Center and the Tutoring Center 

http://www.dixie.edu./
http://www.dixie.edu/


(call 652-7743  or check online at http:dsc.dixie.edu/owl/>) in the Browning Building. 

 

 NOTE VI:     Operating hours for the Testing Center and for the Library are posted online on the college 

web  

site.http://www.dixie.edu.)      

After August 31, students will be charged for dropping classes–$10.00 per class.   Bywater’s email address: 

bywater@dixie.edu 

http://www.dixie.edu.)/

