
English 2010: Intermediate College Writing 
Course Syllabus for Spring 2012 

 
Dr. John M. Chávez                                                  Section: 32: 1:00-2:15pm TR, McDon, Rm. 207 
Email: chavez@dixie.edu                                                               Office Location: McDon Rm. 204C 
Office Hours: MW 8:00-10:00am 
 
"I write with experiences in mind, but I don't write about them, I write out of them." 
        —John Ashbery 
 
Welcome to English 2010!  
 Overall English Department Mission Statement  
The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of 
language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political contexts. 
Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as 
learning how to produce focused critical essays.  
 
Emphasis Mission Statement (Composition)  
As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of both the 
department and the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to strengthen students’ skills 
and confidence in writing and critical thinking. It also seeks to increase students’ written fluency, and help them 
better formulate and organize ideas into focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays.  
 
Course Description  
Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Provides opportunities to analyze and write academic 
papers, including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a number of essays. Other activities, 
such as portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to help students improve their writing of advanced-
level papers. Successful students will demonstrate competence in the use of standard written English, in 
analyzing texts, in correctly paraphrasing, summarizing and quoting source material, and in appropriately citing 
the work of others. Prerequisite: ENGL 1010 (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be concurrently enrolled).  
 
Course Goals 
Goals to be reached in this course:  

 A knowledge of the ways to analyze and evaluate rhetoric. 
 A knowledge of the ways to effectively synthesize academic sources into academic research essays. 
 An understanding of the importance of analytical thinking and critical reading.  

 
Course Learning Outcomes  
Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

 Write research essays that effectively incorporate thesis statements and academic sources to support 
those thesis statements. 

 Evaluate the content and quality of the sources they consider using in their research essays. 
 [For a more detailed list of the course’s objectives, please see our program’s complete course description 

for English 2010. In that document, you will find a much longer list that is in the syllabi of every English 
2010 instructor.]  

 
English 2010 Required Course Texts 
Available at the DSC Bookstore.  

 Rhetoric in Popular Culture. Barry Brummett. 
______________________________________ 



Methods of Assessment  
Formative Assessment Methods  

 Preparation Checks: Students will periodically show their completion of the stages of the research 
process, reading process, and writing process. 

 Research Write-Up: Students will put, in writing, their thoughts about the merit and applicability of 
their research sources. (Most often, this will be in the form of annotated bibliographies.)  

 
Summative Assessment Methods  
Essays: Students in this course will:  

 Write 2-3 short papers (2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, persuasion, pro-con, 
or cause-effect. (Narrative and descriptive papers will not be assigned in English 2010.)  

 Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources. 
 Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).  

 
Value-Added Assessment Method  

 Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test to assess the ways in which their 
learning has increased during the semester. This will be a multiple-choice (scantron) test. 

 
______________________________________ 
 
A Quick Word on Success 
If you want to earn an A in this class, here’s some advice: 

1. Don’t miss class (see Attendance Policy). 
2. Read the assigned reading in full by the date it’s due. 
3. Read actively and critically, which involves marking up the text. 
4. Participate actively in class discussion every day: come with at least one question to ask and/or one idea of 

what you think the text is trying to say or do. 
5. Visit me during office hours with questions or concerns you have, or to discuss ideas for where to take 

your writing. 
6. Start your assignments earlier than the night (or morning) before they’re due. 
7. Don’t sleep in class or talk out of turn (see Class Conduct Policy). 
8. Don’t copy anything from the Internet in your writing without giving credit. 

If you can’t accomplish the above, expect at best a B as your final grade. 
 
A Quick Word on My Commitment to Your Success 
If you want to know how I view my responsibility, here’s some insight: 

1. I will not cancel class or schedule a replacement instructor unless I am very ill, plan or offer students a 
research day, attend a professional conference, etc. 

2. I will show up every day, prepared and ready to provide you the best guidance I can to help you reach 
your writing goals. 

3. I will protect your right to learn. This includes me asking your peers to leave class if they become 
disruptive, demonstrate a lack of respect for our collective goals, etc. 

4. I will be, with regard to my comments on your work, both honest and empathic at the same time.  
 
English 2010 Course Grade Breakdown 
Provided here are the individual course “Requirements” and the ways in which they contribute to your final 
grade: 
 
 Course Participation (RJs included)    10% of Final Grade 

Peer Review Participation     10% of Final Grade 
 WP # 1: Rhetorical Analysis (2-3 pgs)    10% of Final Grade 



WP # 2: Project Prospectus (2-3 pgs)    10% of Final Grade 
WP # 3: Summary of a Journal Article (2-3 pgs)   10% of Final Grade 
WP # 4: Short Plan (4-6 pgs)     20% of Final Grade 
WP # 5: Research Essay (10-12 pgs)    30% of Final Grade 

 
English 2010 Course Percentage Breakdown 
 

100-95 = A       79-77 = C+ 
94-90 = A-       76-74 = C 
89-87 = B+       73-70 = C- 
86-84 = B       69-60 = D 
83-80 = B-       59-0 = F 

 
______________________________________ 
 
English 2010 Required Course Assignments  
In addition to the readings, assignments for this class will include reading journals (as part of your course 
participation grade), three short papers, a short plan, and a final research essay. The journals are designed to help 
you keep up with the readings so that you are prepared to participate in the lectures and group discussions. As 
well, for each reading assignment four students will be asked to take on the role of advocate when we open up 
class discussion to everyone in the course (N.b.: these students will be picked at random at the beginning of every 
class). Being an advocate means you will come to class with at least one “seed question” to help reinvigorate our 
class discussion. A “seed question” is one that asks a critical question (e.g., How does Barry Brummett view Davis 
Guggenheim’s Waiting for Superman, especially insofar as how critical investigation and analytical rhetoric can 
speak truth to power?) and helps to liven up our intellectual engagement with the text.  
 
Reading Journals (4 total) 
When writing journals, I ask students to write as specifically as possible. This means that you will begin the 
journal with a quotation from a section in the text (with the page number cited) that you think is extremely 
important for the understanding of critical analysis and evaluation of rhetoric, etc. Discuss the importance of the 
quotation, why you chose it, what this section contributes to the rest of the course so far, and how it connects to 
what Brummett seems to be focused on or preoccupied with in the text at that point. If you do this, you will 
engage quite closely with the text, and your journal will reflect a close analysis that, when shared with the class, 
will only help us further understand the text on a deeper and richer level. By writing at this level, you avoid 
journals that are vague and general (and those do not receive credit).  
 
Short Papers 
You will write three 2-3 page papers, consisting of a documentary analysis, of a project prospectus, and of a 
research article summary. The analysis paper will get you started on your semester research, and the other two 
papers will further your ideas to their logical end—that is, a final research paper written to demonstrate your 
awareness of the conventions and demands of upper-division, college-level writing. Also, a 4-6 page “Short Plan” 
will be completed before the final research essay to realize the development of your ideas, and to see where you’re 
headed with your own topic.  
 
Research Paper 
You will write a 10-12 page paper on a research topic of your choice (though, keep in mind, you will already have 
begun your initial inquiry and formulation of your ideas in the previous short papers).  This research paper will 
require 6 academic sources of great repute (i.e., academically refereed journal articles, book chapters, collections 
of articles published as an edited book, etc. I will not accept Wiki pages, Ask.com, or any other non-refereed 
sources), and it will need to follow MLA documentation style conventions. This assignment will occur later in 



the semester, but you should familiarize yourself with Dixie State College’s library resources, particularly the 
MLA Documentation Handbook as soon as possible.  
 
Work Submission Format 
Please submit all writing, including reading journals, critical briefs, etc., in Modern Language Association 
documentation style. If you’re unfamiliar with MLA documentation style, I expect that you either ask for some 
personal guidance during office hours, or that you go the library and read through the MLA Handbook. 
______________________________________ 
 
 
Institutional & Course Policies 
Because the learning process in an English course is tied not only to writing itself but also to the mutual 
commitment to collegiality and to improving each other’s work, the following course policies are provided to you 
to develop a sense of community. They are expected to be taken seriously and followed respectfully. 
 
Course Conduct Policy 
The classroom is an academic learning environment, and this means certain rules of behavior, etiquette, and 
courtesy should be observed. The class will have a “three strikes and you’re out” policy. In particular, follow these 
rules: 

 When someone is speaking, either the Professor or a student, no one else should be talking.  
 Cell phones are a serious distraction to everyone in the class, including the Professor. Your phone should 

not ring in class, and you should not send or receive text messages under any circumstances. The best 
policy is to either leave your cell phone at home or turn it off when you enter the classroom. (N.b. If you 
are caught texting in class, I will ask you to leave the classroom and receive an absence. If I have to ask 
you three times, you will not be admitted back to class).  

 You may eat, drink, or chew gum in class but please do not make these activities distracting to others.  
 If you sleep, read the newspaper, or do work for another class while attending English 2010, I will 

subtract one (1) point from your participation grade until your participation grade is exhausted.  
 Treat everyone courteously and professionally at all times.  

 
Course Completion Policy 
No assignment will be accepted after our scheduled final exam day. Missing or Incomplete assignments will be assigned a 
Zero (0). Elsewhere, you are responsible for keeping track of assignments and due dates. Students absent from 
campus with the sanction of the college will be allowed to make up missed in-class work only if they consult 
with me and make arrangements before the scheduled activity. We will adhere to the policies set out by DSC in 
the “Policies for Absences Related to College Functions.”  
 
Course Attendance Policy 
The policy is very simple. You are allowed 6 absences without penalty, but after your sixth absence your final 
grade will be lowered by one letter grade (i.e., from an A to B, B to C, C to D, and D to F) for each additional day 
you are absent. For example, if you have an “A” and you miss 9 classes, your final grade will be a “D.” Missing 10 or 
more classes makes it impossible to receive a passing grade in English 2010. I will only grant “excused” absences 
in cases of extreme emergency, and I will ask that you communicate your inability to come to class promptly. Any 
student who fails to communicate their needs due to an emergency will not be given the privilege of their 
absences being “excused.” 
 
You must also be on time to class. I will take roll at the beginning of class (sometimes merely by making a mental 
note of who’s in attendance), and if you are not present but show up within 10 minutes of the start of class, you 
will be marked tardy. Two tardies equal one absence. If you are more than 10 minutes late for class, you will be 
marked absent regardless of whether or not you show up after that time. If you feel the need to leave early, the 



same rules apply: less than 10 minutes equals one tardy; more than 10 minutes equals one absence. There are no 
exceptions to this policy. 
 
If You Stop Attending Class 
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop deadline. This 
deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the heading “Quick 
Links.” Click on the given semester’s class schedule. For Spring 2012, the drop/audit date is March 2nd.  
 
Course Participation Policy 
At the conclusion of each class, each student will receive a participation grade based on their daily performance. 
A (√+) is reserved for EXCEPTIONAL preparation and participation. This mark is equal to an “A,” and 
indicates that the student has come to class prepared to discuss the assigned reading, prepared to contribute 
each and every day to the discussion, and prepared to actively take notes, to use their notes for further comment, 
and to contribute to the collective success of the class. A (√) is reserved for ABOVE AVERAGE preparation 
and participation. This mark is equal to a “B,” and indicates that the student has come to class prepared to 
discuss the assigned reading, prepared to contribute each and every day to the discussion, and prepared to actively 
take notes, to use their notes for further comment, and to contribute to the collective success of the class but does 
so only 85% of the course meetings. A (√-) is reserved for AVERAGE preparation and participation. This 
mark is equal to a “C,” and indicates that the student has come to class prepared to discuss the assigned reading, 
prepared to contribute each and every day to the discussion, and prepared to actively take notes, to use their notes 
for further comment, and to contribute to the collective success of the class but does so only 75% of the course 
meetings. An (X) is reserved for BELOW AVERAGE preparation and participation and FOR ABSENCES. 
This mark is equal to a “D” or an “F,” and indicates that the student hasn’t come to class prepared, doesn’t 
contribute to the discussion, sleeps in class, etc. (N.b.: If you are not able to follow the “Course Conduct Policy,” 
are ill-prepared to turn in writing, etc. you will forfeit all of your participation points and will enter the final 
exam week with—if all other work is “A” quality—a mere 90% for the course, or an “A-.”)  
 
Peer Review Participation  
Without question, learning to become a better writer involves learning to discuss writing critically, and learning 
to discuss writing critically involves honing one’s skills (e.g., analysis and evaluation of what constitutes clear, 
concise, and effective writing). For this reason, you will be expected to attend each and every Peer Review 
session. For each session you’re absent your final grade will be lowered (3.33% x 2 + 3.34% x 1 = 10% total Peer 
Review Participation).  
 
Electronic Device/Phone/Laptop Policy 
Texting in class and/or using a laptop to surf the Internet is not allowed. If you use a laptop to take notes, I 
will on occasion (and unannounced) ask to see your notes and expect for them to be extensive. If you can’t 
produce notes for English 2010, you will receive a five point deduction from your participation grade until your 
grade is exhausted. In this case, you will forfeit all of your participation points and will enter the final exam week 
with a mere 90% for the course, or an “A-.” 
 
Late Work Policy  
I do not accept late assignments and do not provide extensions. The due dates are all clearly marked, and it is 
very important that you turn your writing/assignments in on time. For every day that your writing/assignments 
are late, you will lose one grade: 1 minute to 24 hours late = minus one grade deduction; 25 to 48 hours late = 
minus two grade deductions; 49 + hours late = failing grade (F).  
 
Academic Honesty Policy 
This class is set up to give you the greatest chance possible to not only pass the class but also to earn the most 
excellent grade you can. Please do not abuse my trust by turning in work that is not your own. Plagiarism is 
cheating and will be treated seriously. N.b.: Allyn and Bacon explain that “plagiarism occurs whenever you take 



someone else’s work and pass it off as your own. Plagiarism has two forms: borrowing another person’s ideas 
without giving credit through proper citation and borrowing another writer’s language without giving credit 
through quotation marks or block indentation” (624).  
 
The Dixie State College Policy/Procedure: ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE  
34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, including but not 
limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, and cheating on 
exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty 
by:  
34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred,  
34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course,  
34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or  
34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on probation, suspend, 
and/or expel the student.  
34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the classroom environment to 
ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college security) may dismiss and remove 
disruptive students from individual class activities. If a student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, 
the teacher may dismiss and cause the removal of disruptive students from their course.  
34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal those disciplinary 
actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-35) 
  
Course Action for Dismissing Students for Disruptive Behavior Policy 
1. Warning verbally: I will inform the student that the behavior is unacceptable and that it must change 
immediately. While not part of the sequence, if I give a verbal warning I always make a point to tell my 
department chair that I've started the process with a student. 
 
2. Written warning: I will inform the student with a formal warning that the continuing unacceptable behavior 
must change or the student will be dismissed from class. At this point I always give a copy of the formal warning 
to the department chair, and explain the ongoing situation.  
 
3. Dismissal. I notify the student that I've dropped them from the class and I give them a referral to the chair, who 
can refer to the dean, who can refer to the AVP. 
______________________________________ 
 
Course Assistance 
Instructor Assistance: Please feel free to come by during office hours or to schedule an appointment with me to 
discuss your writing. You may also email me regarding questions or problems—although I will not edit entire 
assignments through email (specific questions are encouraged). I check email daily during the week and usually 
on the weekends unless I am out of town. Please don’t wait until right before an assignment is due to email or 
phone in questions as I may not answer in time. Please don’t be shy about approaching me.  
 
Student Support Services 
Library http://library.dixie.edu  
Testing Center http://new.dixie.edu/testing  
Writing Center and OWL http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php  
Tutoring Center http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring  
 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Statement 
If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the course you are strongly 
encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located in the North Plaza Building. The disability 



will be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable accommodations. Phone #: 
435-652-7516.   
 
"Any knowledge that doesn't lead to new questions quickly dies out: it fails to maintain the temperature required for sustaining life." 
          —Wislawa Szymborska 
 
 
 
Spring 2012 Course Schedule (subject to revision if necessary) 
 
Keys to Reading the Spring 2012 Course Schedule 
Reading/Assign Due =   Homework 
WP # 1, 2, 3, etc =  Writing Project # 1, Writing Project # 2, etc. 
Brummett =   Rhetoric in Popular Culture 
 
Date In Class Reading Due Assignment Due 
Week 1    
T Jan 10 Course 

Introduction/Syllabus 
In-Class Essay: Dr. Jacob 
Neusner “The Speech the 
Graduates Didn’t Hear” 
 

__ 

R Jan 12 What is Rhetoric? Why is 
Audience Important? and 
The Rhetorical Triangle 

Brummett: Chapter 1: 
Rhetoric & Popular 
Culture, pp.3-34 

__ 

Week 2    
T Jan 17 Discussion 

Rhetoric, Audience, and 
Purpose  

Brummett: Chapter 2: 
Rhetoric & the 
Rhetorical Tradition, pp. 
35-54 

__ 

R Jan 19 Discussion 
Rhetoric & the Experience 
of Human Reality 

Brummett: Chapter 2: 
Rhetoric & the 
Rhetorical Tradition, pp. 
54-76 

Reading Journal DUE* 

Week 3    
T Jan 24 Discussion 

Technology & Rhetoric 
Brummett: Chapter 3: 
Rhetorical Methods in 
Critical Studies, pp. 77-
114 
 

__ 

R Jan 26 Discussion 
Texts as Sites of Struggle: 
 

Brummett: Chapter 3: 
Rhetorical Methods in 
Critical Studies, pp. 114-
144 

Reading Journal DUE* 

Week 4    
T Jan 31 Discussion 

 
Brummett: Chapter 4: 
Varieties of Rhetorical 
Criticism, pp. 146-176 

__ 

R Feb 2 View  
Waiting for Superman (Dir. 
Davis Guggenheim) 

__ Reading Journal DUE* 



Week 5    
T Feb 7 Discussion/ View  

Waiting for Superman (Dir. 
Davis Guggenheim) 

__ __ 

R Feb 9 Discussion/ View  
Waiting for Superman (Dir. 
Davis Guggenheim) 

__ Reading Journal DUE* 

Week 6    
T Feb 14 **Peer Review 

 
__ WP # 1: Rhetorical 

Analysis Rough Draft  
 

R Feb 16 Reenvisioning/Revising/ 
Retooling 

__ 
 

__ 

Week 7    
T Feb 21 Discussion: Narrowing a 

Topic for Research  
__ 

 
WP # 1: Rhetorical 

Analysis Final Draft 
DUE  

R Feb 23 Brainstorming Ideas:  
WP # 2: Project 
Prospectuses 
 

__ 
 

__ 
 

Week 8    
T Feb 28 Discussion:  

Thesis/Antithesis, Support, 
Development   
 

__ __ 

R Mar 1 No Class—Research Day 
for Project Prospectuses 

__ __ 

Week 9    
T Mar 6 **Peer Review 

 
__ WP#2: Project 

Prospectus Rough Draft 
 

R Mar 8 Discussion 
 

__ WP#2: Project 
Prospectus Final Draft 

DUE 
Week 10    
T Mar 13 Spring Break! Have a fun 

& safe one! 
 

__ __ 

R Mar 15 Spring Break! Have a fun 
& safe one! 
 

__ __ 

Week 11    
T Mar 20 Discussion: Summary of a 

Journal Article 
 

__ __ 

R Mar 22 Discussion: Relevance, 
Evaluation, Purpose, Use 
 

__ __ 

Week 12    



T Mar 27 **Peer Review 
 

__ WP#3: Summary of a 
Journal Article Rough 

Draft 
R Mar 29 Discussion: The Short Plan: 

Thesis… 
Statement of Purpose… 
Condensation… 

__ WP#3: Summary of a 
Journal Article Final 

Draft Due 

Week 13    
T Apr 3 Discussion: The Short Plan: 

Annotated Bibliography 
__ __ 

R Apr 5 Discussion: The Short Plan: 
Annotated Bibliography 

__ 
 

__ 

Week 14    
T Apr 10 Discussion: The Short Plan 

 
__ __ 

R Apr 12 Discussion: The Research 
Paper 
 

__ 
 

WP#4: The Short Plan 
Final Draft  

DUE 
Week 15    
T Apr 17 Discussion: The Research 

Paper 
 

 __ 

R Apr 19 Discussion: The Research 
Paper 
 

__ 
 

__ 

Week 16    
T Apr 24 Discussion: The Research 

Paper 
 

__ 
 

__ 

R Apr 26 Discussion: The Research 
Paper 
 

__ __ 

Exam Week    
Apr 27-May 3 FINAL EXAM: TBA __ WP#5: The Research 

Paper Final Draft  
DUE 

 


