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English 2010-03: Intermediate Writing: Writing for APA Style  
Fall 2012 

 
Section 

Days/Time 
Place 

 
Instructor 

Office 
E-mail 
Phone 

Office Hours 

English 2010 Section 03 (41869) 
MWF 8 – 8:50 am 
HCC 340 
 
Dr. Julia Combs 
HCC 423 
combs@dixie.edu 
652-7686 or 669-0727 (cell) 
MWF 9-10 am; Wed 11 – 2 pm; and by appointment 

 

Description 
Welcome to English 2010 Writing for APA style!  In this class, we will learn the characteristics that ALL 

styles of effective writing share, with an emphasis on presenting material in APA style.  To that end, 
we will often compare and contrast MLA and APA styles, noting the strengths of each style. You will 

choose your topics and become the authority on your topic in this course.  We will write as teams and 
independently, revising and submitting drafts.  You will have the opportunity to try your hand at 
several kinds of writing, as we experience the social and sometimes chaotic process that contributes 
to good writing.  It takes a village to write, and I welcome you to our village. I look forward to working 
with each of you.    
 

All sections of English 2010 emphasize the development of an effective academic style in 
argumentative essays that make use of traditional rhetorical patterns.  A major research paper is 
required.  The class may count toward filling the skills competencies requirement for secondary 
education or for General Education.  Subtopics in English 2010 may vary.  This class focuses on 
writing for APA style, which is a writing style generally used in the sciences.  This course offers 
guidance on all aspects of academic writing, including style and tone that will result in strong, simple, 
and elegant communication 

 
Required Materials 
 

 Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein’s They Say, I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic 

Writing, 2nd Edition (ISBN 978-0-393-93361-1) 
 APA Publication Manual (ISBN 978-1-4338-0561-5) 

 Approximately $5 to “publish” a journal of your group’s work during the semester 
 

If you buy texts online, please be sure to purchase the specified editions.  Unlike some texts, the 

newer editions have updates that we need for this course.   

 

Departmental Course Description & Objectives: 
 

By the end of English 2010, students should 
 Design and construct arguments for specific audiences with an emphasis on organizing, 

sustaining, and maintaining consistency. 
 Invest in an issue while exhibiting an awareness of multiple viewpoints. 
 Engage in rhetorical and critical analysis of challenging texts. 

 Evaluate evidence and sources 
 Display sophistication when integrating a variety of print and non-print sources into research-

based writing. 
 Use various rhetorical modes to analyze, generate, and organize writing while articulating 

complexities in thought and argument beyond pro-con. 
 Employ rhetorical appeals and recognize the principles of academic argument (for example, 

Aristotelian appeals and the Toulmin Model). 

 Be able to identify and avoid logical and emotional fallacies. 
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 Conduct research involving both primary and secondary sources. 

 Grasp and employ the finer points of current MLA (or APA) style. 
 Understand the definition of plagiarism and follow the principles of academic integrity, as 

explained in Chapter 2 of the SUU General Catalog. 

 Develop a sophisticated academic writing style employing standard usage. 
 

Assignments and Projects 
Assignments will be evaluated on the standard plus/minus letter-grade scale and total 100 points. Use 
the table below to track your performance in the class. 

 
Projects Components Overall 

% 
Points 

Essay 1  Drafts (include a “Dear Reader”) 
 Peer Reviews/Instructor Reviews 
 Final Draft 
 Project Analysis Essay** 

10% 10.00 

Essay 2 • Drafts (include a “Dear Reader”) 
• Peer Reviews/Instructor Reviews 

• Final Draft 
• Project Analysis Essay** 

10% 10.00 

In-Class Writing 
Exam 

• Writing Exams*** 
• Must meet minimum standards 
• Analysis Essay** 

 
10% 

 
10.00 

Research Paper      
(30 points) 

• Proposal 1% 1.00 

• Reference Page 2% 2.00 

• Article Reviews / Annotated Bib 5% 5.00 

• Narrative Sketch (in-class) 1% 1.00 

• Bio for Journal (in journal) 1% 2.00 

• Project Analysis Essay** Misc. -- 

• Research Essay 15% 15.00 

• Team Journal/Posters*  5%  5.00 

Peer Reviews • Write quality Peer Reviews  10%  10.00 

Quizzes  Unannounced quizzes  5% 5.00 

Writing 
Assignments 

 Complete ten writing assignments 
 Write an Analysis Essay/Portfolio 

10%   10.00 

Final Exam • Written Essay, Editing, and 
Objective Questions 

10% 10.00 

Participation • Attendance, active Participation   5%   5.00 

  100% 100 

* = Collaborative assignments (group projects where individuals receive separate grades) 

**= Failing to complete Project Analysis Essay is automatic letter grade reduction on the project 

*** = Writing Exams represent baseline writing standards.  Failure to pass these exams will significantly 
lower the final overall grade (see “Quizzes, Portfolio, and In-Class Exam” section) 

 
Calculating Grades 
Grades will be determined on a percentage basis. Major assignments will be graded on the standard 
letter-grade scale with plusses and minuses. Your overall grade and project grades are based on the 

following percentages: 
 

A = 100 – 94 % A- = 93 – 90 % B+ = 89 – 88 % B = 87 – 83 % B- = 82 – 80 % 

C+ = 79 – 78 % C = 77 – 72 % C- = 71 – 70 % D+ = 69 – 68 % D = 67 – 62 % 

D- = 61 – 60 % F = 0 %    

 
 
 
 



3 
 

Project Information 
 

Essays and Research Paper:  You will write two essays and a research essay.  The topic of 
the research essay is your choice.  The research essay should be at least ten pages of text and 
include at least seven scholarly sources.  It will be formatted according to the APA Publication 
Manual.  In small groups, you will also “publish” your manuscript in a team-based “journal.” 
Each member of the group will also prepare a poster presentation of his or her own paper. 

 
In-Class Writing Exams: There will be in-class  writing exams.  The writing exams will be 
graded on unity, coherency, development, and grammar.  Writing Exams are worth 10% of 
the final grade.  They may be repeated.  I will take the highest score at the end of the 
semester.   
 
Writing Assignments.  These are due at the beginning of class, and I will not accept late 

work.  They may not be emailed.  They are graded and returned, but no grade is recorded 
until all ten are submitted.  At that time, you will also write an analysis essay.  Please keep 
track of these writings.  You are responsible for keeping track of these assignments.  If you 

lose them before the final grade is recorded, you will not receive credit for them. 
 
Peer Reviews: You have many opportunities for reviewing the work of other students in the 

class.  You should complete thorough and thoughtful peer reviews.  I will grade your written 
reviews.  All combined, the reviews will be equivalent to one major writing assignment (10% 
of your grade).  You will hand in copies of the review YOU GAVE to other students on the due 
dates indicated on the calendar.  Copy and paste your comments into a document and hand it 
in.   
 
Quizzes:  I will give various unannounced quizzes over material you have read or material we 

have covered in class.  These quizzes may not be made up.  The quizzes are graded and 
returned, but no grade is recorded until all quizzes are submitted on the due date.  You are 
responsible for keeping track of these quizzes.  If you lose them before the final grade is 
recorded, you will not receive credit for them.   

 
Attendance and Participation Grade  
 

It takes a village to write.  If you are absent, the village suffers.  Attendance is mandatory.  

We will be working together often.  Your comments help your peers.  We share ideas.  If you 
miss more than 4 class periods, your grade will be lowered by one letter grade.  Three 
tardies will equal one absence.   
 
You should actively participate in classroom discussions.  Do not use laptops to class.  This 
is not an intensive note-taking class.  If you are using a laptop, you are mentally absent (see 
below). 

 
Rude and Disruptive Behavior  
 

Do not use cell phones during class.  It is both rude and distracting.  Participation 
grades will be lowered for each instance that I see.  I reserve the right to mark students 

absent who text during class (Please see the attendance policy).  If you have a question about 
your participation grade, you may ask me at any time.  Please be respectful to me and to your 
peers.  When we participate in group activities, you should not be texting.  Your participation 
grade is based on your attendance, in-class participation, and completion of day-to-day 
assignments not listed as major projects  

 
Late Work (read carefully) 

No late work is accepted for the writing assignments or quizzes.  

I will accept late work for major projects, such as essays.   
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I will probably NOT return late projects.  I may not grade them until the end of the semester.  

Late projects receive a deduction of one letter grade for each class period they are late.  If 
they are more than one week late, I will not accept them. 
 

If you submit a major project without a Project Analysis Essay, I will return the project to you, 
and you may submit it late (see above for deductions for late work) 
 
I respond to student drafts that are submitted by the due dates.  I do not grade the drafts, 
but I will respond by matching your efforts.  If you give me a thoughtful, polished draft, I will 
give you a careful and thorough response.  I will not accept drafts late.   

 

 
Writing Center  
The Writer Center (HCC 421) offers free tutorial help to all students assigned a writing project.  The 

Center’s hours are  Monday through Thursday, 9am-8pm and Friday, 9am-5pm.       
You can walk in and begin working with a tutor if s/he is not assisting another student at that 
moment, make an appointment to return at another time, or call (435) 652-7629 to make an 

appointment.  Please bring a description of the writing project and a draft of the paper you wrote to 
meet the requirements of the project.  Please visit the Center at least two days before a paper is due.  
This will allow you time to revise. 

  

Online Writing Lab  
You can also consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues 

related to writing, and for numerous links to relevant websites.  To reach the page, type the 

following link in your browser http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, scroll 

to “Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab” which is listed under Other Academic Links.   

 

 American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA)Statement  
If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the 

course you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located 

in the North Plaza Building. The disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive 

assistance in obtaining reasonable accommodations. Phone 435-652-7516. 

 

 Use of your DMail  
Please read about and be sure to active your Dmail account.   

 

 If you stop attending class 
 If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s 

drop deadline.  This deadline date for Fall semester 2011 is October 15. 

 
Library 
For library hours and information, please visit http://library.dixie.edu/ 
 

Syllabus link 
A copy of this course syllabus can be found at http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus 
 
Plagiarism 

Scholastic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be prosecuted to the fullest 

extent.  You are expected to have read and understood the current issue of the 

student handbook (published by Student Services) regarding student responsibilities 

and rights, and the intellectual property policy, for information about procedures and 

about what constitutes acceptable on-campus behavior. 

 

 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://rebelmail.dixie.edu/src/login.php
http://library.dixie.edu/
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/faculty/?page=Syllabus
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The syllabus and calendar are subject to change based on the needs of the course. 

Good luck everyone.  Please let me know if you have questions or concerns about 

assignments of your grade.  I will be posting all grades on Canvas.  Please let me know if 

you have questions or concerns.  I look forward to a great semester.   

Calendar This calendar is subject to change, based on the needs of the class.  Items listed on the 

calendar are due at the beginning of class.  For example, everything listed as “due” on Aug 26 is 

due at the beginning of class on Aug 26.  PR = Peer Review, E= Essay.   Chapters from the text 

should be read before the beginning of class on the day it is listed under “Class Discussion.”  APA= 

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association; TSIS= They Say I Say. 

  Date Class Discussion Assignments Due (at beginning of 

class) 

Week 1 Mon Aug 20 Course Introduction  

Wed Aug 22 Wiki Introduction  

Fri Aug 24 Select Topic for Essay 1 

APA Chapters 6 & 7  

Due: Writing Assignment 1 

Week 2 Mon Aug 27 The New Library Due: Writing Assignment 2 

Wed Aug 29 Research Day No Class (Research Day) 

Fri Aug 31 APA Chapter 3 & 4 Due: Writing Assignment 3 

Week 3 Mon Sept 3 Labor Day Holiday Labor Day Holiday 

Wed Sept 5 TSIS Part 1 Due: Draft of Essay 1 (with References) 

Fri Sept 7 In-Class Writing Exam 1 Due: Writing Assignment 4 

Due: PR of E1 (before midnight) 

Week 4 Mon Sept 10 TSIS Part 2 Due: Writing Assignment 5 

Wed Sept 12 TSIS Part 3 Due: Writing Assignment 6 

Fri Sept 14 In-Class Writing Exam 2 Due: Writing Assignment 7 

Week 5 Mon Sept 17 Introduce Essay 2 Due: Final Draft of Essay 1 

Wed Sept 19 Test your topic of E2 Due: Writing Assignment 8 

Fri Sept 21 In-Class Writing Exam 3 Due: Writing Assignment 9 

Week 6 Mon Sept 24 Sample Papers Due: Draft of Essay 2 

Wed Sept 26 Revision / Reading essays Due: PR Essay 2 (before midnight) 

Fri Sept 28 Student meetings (in-class) Due: Writing Assignment 10 

Week 7 Mon Oct 1 IMRD Essay 

APA Chapter 1 

Due: Final Draft of Essay 2 

Wed Oct 3 Cooking Lab Meet at Cooking Lab  

Fri Oct 5 Group Work Meet at Computer Classroom 

Week 8 Mon Oct 8 Begin Research Essay 

APA Chapter 2 

Due: Collaborative IMRD Paper 

Wed Oct 10 Sample Papers Due: Portfolio of Writing Assignments 

Fri Oct 12 Fall Break Fall Break  

Week 9 Mon Oct 15 Beginning Research 

Review APA Chapters 6 & 7 

Due: Proposal 

Wed Oct 17 The Reference Page  

Fri Oct 19 Research Day Meet at the Computer Classroom 
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Week 10 Mon Oct 22 Methodology Due: Reference Page 

Wed  Oct 24 Methodology  

Fri Oct 26 In-Class Writing Exam 4 Due: Article Review 1 

Week 11 

Mon Oct 29 Plagiarism Due: Article Review 2 

Wed  Oct 31 Paraphrase Due: Article Review 3 

Fri  Nov 2 Organization (Sample papers) Due: Article Review 4 

Week 12 Mon Nov 5 Reclaiming your topic Due: Annotated Bibliography 

Meet at Computer Classroom 

Wed Nov 7 Student Conferences Due: Tentative outline of essay 

Fri Nov 9 Writing Groups organized Due: Narrative Sketch (In-Class) 

Week 13 Mon Nov12 Assign Bio for Research Essay Due: Draft of Research Essay  

Wed Nov 14 APA Chapter 5  

Fri  Nov 16 Student Conferences Due: PR of Research Essay (before 

midnight) 

Week 14 Mon Nov 19 Student Conferences   

Wed Nov 21 Student Conferences  

Fri Nov 23 Thanksgiving Holiday Thanksgiving Holiday 

Week 15 Mon Nov 26   

Wed  Nov 28 The Abstract   

Fri Nov 30 Small Group conferences Due: Abstract  

Week 16 

Mon Dec 3 Small Group conferences Due: Highest Grade of In-Class Writing 

Wed  Dec 5 Group Work  Due: Final draft of Research Essay 

Meet in Computer Classroom 

Fri Dec 7  Due: Journals and Posters 

Week 17 

Dec 10-

14 

Final Exam  Wed Dec 12 @ 7:30 am  (Written essay and objective questions covering APA 

style) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


