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SYLLABUS 
 

This is an Introduction to Writing course.  We will be writing—often.  The best way to improve writing is to 
practice.  In this course, I will give you several opportunities to submit and then revise your writings.  Your 
writings are the main text from which we will work.  As you write, I and your peers will give you feedback 

before you submit a final draft.  On the way to producing academic writing, I hope you’ll find that writing is a 
social, messy, even chaotic event.  Out of the chaos comes “good writing.” In this class, you will try your hand 
(literally) at various kinds of academic writing.  In the spirit of a community of writers, we will be posting our 
work on a class wiki, found at pbworks.com.  I look forward to getting acquainted with you.  I will answer 
emails and telephone calls.  You have my cell phone number.  I even know how to text (slowly). 

My personal goals:   

 Provide positive, constructive, and clear feedback  

 Provide opportunities for revision and growth as a writer 

 Provide personalized  diagnostic helps for each writer 

 Teach strategies that will inspire confidence in your writing ability 

 Your success! 

 Create a pleasant and stimulating learning environment 

 
“You ask me why I teach.  And I reply, ‘Where could I find such splendid company?’” 

         --from an interview with John Wooden 
 

text 
 

Ballenger, Bruce.  The Curious Researcher: A Guide to Writing Research Papers.  6th ed.  Pearson Longman:  
New York, 2007.  (ISBN 0-205-66611-6)  

 
departmental course description and objectives 
 
English 1010 is designed to help students improve their writing to meet communication demands in college, on 
the job, and as citizens.  The course will also help students develop the capacity to think and to read critically. 

 
The course will provide students with frequent opportunities to read, discuss, write, and revise the different 
types of exposition, using several rhetorical strategies such as description, narration, process, cause/effect, 
comparison/contrast, classification, definition, and argumentation.  Classroom discussion, assigned readings, 
and papers will emphasize such writing principles as unity, coherence, development, organization, variety, and 
word economy. 

 

GENERAL MINIMUM WRITING REQUIREMENTS: 
Students in this course will: 

 Write a minimum of four essays: 
1. Two of the essays must be approximately five pages in length (1,250 words). 
2. One essay must be at least a five-page research essay that incorporates a sufficient number of 

credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-

specific encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog). 
 Write at least one graded, in-class essay. 
 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such as 

non-graded first drafts). 
 Write a total of at least eighteen pages over the course of the semester (4,500 words). 

 
READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES 
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By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to 
1. identify a writer’s purpose/thesis 
2. understand a writer’s organization and structure 

3. recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

4. assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of detail in support of a main idea. 
5. analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases. 
6. recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning 
7. use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 
WRITING OBJECTIVES 
By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to 

1. assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose 
2. understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including planning. 
3. carefully choose and restrict the subject and create a precise thesis statement that will control the 

selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 
4. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of categories, topic sentences, 

transitions, parallel structure, and repeated key words and synonyms. 

5. Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the paper as a 
whole. 

6. Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic sentences, repeated key 
terms, synonyms, pronouns, and transitions. 

7. Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader’s attention, state the thesis, suggest a plan of 
development, make positive first impressions, and set the tone.  

8. Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closing. 

9. Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty modifiers, and 
problems with subject/verb agreement and pronoun agreement. 

10. Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard written English. 
11. Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety. 

 
RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 
By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to 

1. critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their papers. 
2. paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing. 
3. understand and avoid plagiarism. 

4. know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation: 
 introduction of quotations and paraphrases. 
 Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses. 

 Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations 
 Proper form for documenting and citing of sources. 

 
attendance 
 
Attendance and enthusiastic participation in this class are required.  We work together often.  Your absence 
affects our entire class.  Excessive absences will result in a lower grade.  Missing more than five classes 
will automatically lower a final semester grade by a letter grade--for example from a “B” to a “C.”  Continued 
absences can result in a failing grade.  Fewer than five absences may also affect your grade, as boarder-line 
grades will be adjusted according to attendance and participation.    
 

I will follow DSC official policy for class absences related to college functions.  If you have questions about DSC 

official policy, please meet with me.   

 
late work 
Assignments are due nearly every class period.  I will NOT accept late assignments.  If you know 

you will miss a class, hand the work in early.  Assignments and essays are due AT THE BEGINNING 

of each class.  Handing course work in on time is critical to your success in this class.   

If you miss an in-class activity or an Assignment File Activity, you lose those points.  You may 

NOT make up or hand in those assignments.  I will drop one grade from the assignment file at 

the end of the semester, so if you must miss class, your grade will not be reduced. 

If you hand in an essay (or essay preparation material) late, it will be penalized by one full letter 

grade for each class period that it is late.  I will not accept essays that are more than one week late.  

I reserve the right NOT to return late essays.  If you know you will be absent, hand in the essay or 
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assignment in before you leave.  Please see me if you have questions about what is due.  You have 

my cell phone number.  You may text me 

 
assignments 
Assignments will be handed in on the dates indicated on the schedule, or they will be completed  “in-class” on 

the days indicated on the schedule.  Please check our daily schedule often for due dates.  You should keep all 
assignments, whether they are completed in class or handed in before the assignment folder is due.  DO NOT 
throw papers away.  Your assignment folder must contain all of the required assignments in order for you to 
receive full credit.  The folder should be well-organized and should serve as a record of what we have 
completed this semester.  It should be a reflection of the quality of work you have completed.  I expect this 
folder to be organized and in order when it is handed in.  Assignments within the folder will be graded on a 
check, check-plus, check-minus scale.  Each completed folder is worth 10 points.  Points are awarded when the 

entire folder is collected on the due date.  I will ask for some assignments before the final folder is due (see the 
schedule).  I will return those assignments so you can include them with the in-class assignments in your 
assignment folder.  There are two assignment folders.  On our wiki page, you will find a list of all 
assignments that you should include in the assignment folder.  Look at the list early, and make sure you have 
all of the required assignments. 

 
 

Projects 

Components Overall % Points 

Essay 1 Concept • Draft(s)  

• Instructor Notes 
• Revised Draft 
• Project Analysis Paragraph* 

10% 10.00 

Essay 2 Evaluation 
 

• Draft(s) 
• Instructor Notes 

• Revised Draft 
• Project Analysis Paragraph* 

10% 10.00 

Essay 3 Research  • Proposal   1%   1.00 

 • Works Cited Page   2%   2.00 

 • Annotated Bibliography   3%   3.00 

 • Introductory Paragraphs   3%   3.00 

 • Narrative Sketch   1%   1.00 

 • Final Written Essay  15% 15.00 

 • Project Analysis Paragraph* -- -- 

Essay 4 Wiki  • Initial & Post Profile Contact 
• Wiki page  

• Assigned Section of APA essay 
• Final Group APA essay 
Project Analysis Paragraph* 

   2% 
   3% 

 10% 
   5% (10%? 
-- 

 

Assignment File 1 • Assignments for E1 & E2**  10%  10.00 

Assignment File 2 • Assignments for E3 & E4**  10%  10.00 

Quizzes  • In-class, unannounced quizzes    5%    5.00 

Class participation  • Participation and attendance    5%    5.00 

Final Exam • Objective & Essay  10%  10.00 
* = Failure to complete the Project Analysis Paragraph is an automatic letter grade reduction to Essay grade. 

**= No late work is accepted.  The lowest score will be dropped from the folder.   

 

plagiarism 
 
Plagiarism includes 

 Using someone else’s ideas and/or words, passing them off as if the were your own 
 Copying phrases and/or material or entire papers from the internet or other sources without giving 

credit to the source 
 Using paraphrases that are too close to the source (see me if you have questions) 

Whenever you quote passages, use ideas from others, or borrow graphics, you are legally and ethically obliged 
to acknowledge that use, following the appropriate conventions for documenting sources.  Plagiarism is a form 
or academic dishonesty.  Penalties for academic dishonesty, including plagiarism, include failing the immediate 
assignment or the entire course.  The instructor can also initiate disciplinary procedures that can result in 
warning, probation, suspension, or expulsion.  Sometime plagiarism is unintentional.  One of the objectives of 
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English 1010 is to teach you to use sources correctly.  Some of the habits you formed in high school will need to 
be abandoned.   

 

writing center 

The college provides a free service for students desiring additional assistance with their writing 

assignments in all courses.  The Writing Center is located in the first floor of the Browning Building.  The 
hours of operation are Monday – Friday 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.  Call 652-7743 for more information. 

Online Writing Lab and Dixie State College Library 

You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues related to writing, 

and for numerous links to relevant web-sites.  To reach he page, type the following link in your browser 
Http://dxc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, scroll to “Academics,” and select “online Writing 
Lab.”  Dixie State College Library hours are posted at online at http://library.dixie.edu/info/hours.html 

Disability Statement 

If you are a student with a documented physical or mental impairment that will substantially limit a 

major life activity, please contact the Disability Resource Center on the main campus.  The Center 
Coordinator and staff will assist you in analyzing your eligibility for services.  If you are deemed eligible, 
reasonable accommodations that are appropriate for your disability will be assigned.  If you have any 
questions concerning this process, please feel free to contact the Center at 652-6516.  It is located in the 
Student Services Center, Room #201 of the Edith Whitehead Building. 

Use of your DSC email account 

Important class and college information will be sent to your DSC email account.  This information 

includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of 
important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC.  Also, 
sometimes your instructors will e-mail your entire class about important assignment and/or class 
information, and they will use students’ DSC accounts to do so.  All DSC students are automatically 

assigned a DSC email account.  If you don’t know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu.  

If you stop attending class: 

If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before the semester’s drop deadline.  

This deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the 
heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the given semester’s class schedule. 

Calendar This calendar is subject to change, based on the needs of the class.  Items listed on the 

calendar are due at the beginning of class.  For example, everything listed as “due” on October 7 is 

due at the beginning of class on October 7. 

PR = Peer Review, CR= Critical Reading, E = essay, *=Assignment 1 folder, **=Assignment 2 

folder 

  Date Class Discussion Assignments Due (at the beginning of 

class.  See late assignment procedures.  I 

will adhere to them!) 

Week 1 Tue Aug 25 Course introduction 

Where’s the text? 

Multitasking 

 Hopes and expectations.  

 What is an essay? 

 Previous English experiences? 

Hand out Montaigne & Bacon essays 

Course Pretest 

 

http://dxc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://www.dixie.edu/
http://www.dixie.edu/
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Thur Aug 27 Hand in Montaigne/Bacon paper 

 Invitation to wiki  

Assign Introductory project 

In-Class Writing 

Assign E#1 – Explain a Concept 

Toolbox:  Rhetoric (Begging in Greek) 

Assign CR#1 (Critical Reading) 

 

Due:  Read Montaigne & Bacon 

DUE:  reader response to Montaigne & 

Bacon*  

 

Week 2 Tue Sept 1 Test your choice of E#1 

Assign E4 

Discuss CR#1 

Assign CR#2 

Toolbox: TTTT (The Four Ts) 

Set up wiki for E4 

Due: CR#1(Critical Reading)* 

Due: Introductory Project* 

Thur Sept 3 Discuss peer reviews 

Look at samples of Concept papers 

Assign Peer Review groups 

Assign Specific/General Paragraphs 

DUE: Draft of E#1 (post to wiki and bring a 

hard copy to class) 

Week 3 Tue 

 

Sept 8 

 

Return Drafts of E#1 

Assign CR3 

DUE:PR E1 (Peer Review)* 

DUE: CR2* 

Thur Sept 10 Workshop Drafts 

Toolbox: POP 

Due: Specific/General paragraphs (post to 

wiki and bring in hard copy)* 

Week 4 Tue Sept 14 Assign E2 Evaluation essay 

Criteria for E2 

Discuss clarity: Specific Versus General 

Assign Mono / Multi syllable paragraphs 

 

DUE: E1 (post to wiki page and bring in a 

hard copy, with drafts, my comments of first 

draft, grade sheet, and all prewriting 

material—including “test your choice 

material” attached) 

DUE:  Project analysis paragraph 

Thur Sept 16 Toolbox: Less is more / Clarity is IT 

Assign CR4 

Test your choice of E2 in class 

Return E1 

Due: CR3* 

Due: mono / multi paragraphs (post to wiki 

& bring in hard copy)* 

Week 5 Tue Sept 22 Rhetorical  Strategies 

Assign Rhetorical paragraphs  

Toolbox:  Grammar (punctuation) 

Assign CR5 

DUE CR4* 

DUE: Draft of E#2 (post to wiki and bring 

in a hard copy) 

Thurs Sept 24 Generate Questions for E4 DUE: Rhetorical Strategies paragraphs* 

DUE: PR E2* 

Week 6 Tue Sept 29 Introduce Research Essay E3 

Criteria for Research Essay E3 

Assign Proposal 

EX 1.1 Interest Inventory (in-class)** 

Due:  Read pages 1-17 

Thurs Oct 1 EX 1.2 The Myth of the Boring Topic** 

Toolbox: Grammar (sentence boundaries) 

Ex 1.4 Finding the Questions (in-class)** 

DUE: CR5* 

Due: Proposal  (Post to wiki and hand in a 

hard copy) 

Due: Read Pages 27 -59 
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Week 7 Tue Oct 6 Assign Works Cited page 

Other sources & Note taking 

Assign Annotated Bibliography 

Read pages 61-65, 70-83 

Due:  Assignment 1 Folder 

 

Thurs Oct 8 Research Session  

Week 8 Tue  Oct 13 EX 3.1 Getting a Word in Edgewise (in-

class)** 

Due: Works Cited Page 

Thurs Oct 15 Ex 3.2 “Say Back” (in-class)** 

Plagiarism 

Due: Ex 3.3 (#2 & #4) and Ex 3.4** 

Due: Read pages 129-131 

Week 9 Tue Oct 20 Getting to the Draft 

Assign Narrative Sketch 

Due:  Annotated Bibliography 

Thurs Oct 22 Introductions and Conclusions Due: Read Pages 181 -189 

Due: Narrative Sketch 

Week 10 Tue Oct 27 Narrative Sketches Due: Intro Paragraphs (see page 187) 

Thur Oct 29 EX 4.2 Reclaiming Your Topic (in-

class)** 

Due: PR Intro Paragraphs** 

Due: Read 189-219 

Week 11 Tue Nov 3 Work on Wiki page for E4 

Criteria for E4 

Due:  Draft of E3 (Post to wiki and bring in 

a hard copy for me) 

Thur Nov 5 APA format 

Teamwork for #4 

 

Week 12 Tue Nov 10 Return Drafts of E3 / Revision 

EX 5.1 Wrestling the Draft (in-class)** 

Due:  PR of E3** 

Due:  Bring a clean copy of your essay draft 

to class 

Thur Nov 12 EX 5.2 Dissecting the Fish (in-class)** 

EX 5.3 Cut and Paste (in-class)** 

Due:  Bring a clean copy of your essay draft 

to class 

 

Week 13 Tue Nov 17 Ex 5.5 Cutting Clutter (in-class)** 

Ex 5.6 Picking off the Lint (in-class)** 

Due:  Bring a clean copy of your essay to 

class 

 

Thur Nov 19 Sources for E4 (in-class) Due:  Final Draft of E3 

Week 14 Tue Nov 24 Group Work on Wiki Essay Meet at Computer Lab 

Due:  Assignment File 2 

Thur Nov 26 Thanksgiving Holiday  

Week 15  Tue Dec 1 Return E3  

Group work 

Meet at computer lab 

Thur Dec 3 Oral Presentation of Findings E4 Due:  Your Assigned portion of E4 

Week 16 Tue Dec 8 E4 Consultation  

Thurs Dec 10 Review for Final Exam Due: Final E4 (group) 

Finals Dec 14-18 

 


