
 1 

English 3261: Major American Women Authors 

“Does feminist mean large unpleasant person who'll shout at you or someone 

who believes women are human beings? To me it's the latter, so I sign up.” 
--Margaret Atwood 

“We still think of a powerful man as a born leader and a powerful woman as an 

anomaly.” 
--Margaret Atwood 

“Have patience with everything that remains unsolved in your heart. Try to love the questions 

themselves, like locked rooms and like books written in a foreign language. Do not now look for 

the answers. They cannot now be given to you because you could not live them. It is a question 

of experiencing everything. At present you need to live the question. Perhaps you will 

gradually, without even noticing it, find yourself experiencing the answer, some distant day.” 
--Rainer Maria Rilke 

 

Instructor:   Dr. A. Comeford       

Section:  MWF 9:00-9:50, Sections 01 

Location:  HCC 476 

Office:   HCC 456     

E-mail:   acomeford@dixie.edu 

Office Phone:  652-7826      

Office Hours:  MW: 10:00-12:00, F: 10:00-11:00, By appointment 

Texts:   Kate Chopin, The Awakening, Norton Critical Edition;  

Chopin, The Awakening and Selected Short Fiction, Barnes 

and Noble; Gilman, Charlotte Perkins, The Yellow 

Wallpaper and Other Stories, Oxford World’s Classics; 

Gilman, Charlotte Perkins, Herland, Dover; Wharton, 

Edith,  Ethan Frome, Norton Critical Edition; Wharton, 

Edith, The Collected Stories of Edith Wharton,Carroll & Graf 

Publishers; Wharton, Edith, Ethan Frome and Summer, 

Modern Library Classics Edition, Random House  

 

Course Description and Objectives: 

Fulfills a Major Authors requirement for English majors pursuing an emphasis in 

Literary Studies or English Education, and open to other interested students. In depth 

exploration of the work of a major woman writer or group of women writers. Topics and 

time periods may vary according to instructor expertise. Emphasizes the dynamic 

interplay among the aesthetics of the text(s), the authors' lives, and the socio-political 

context in which the works are produced. Students will be expected to read extensive 

amounts of work from these authors, write several critical assignments, and conduct a 

major research project. Prerequisite: ENGL 2010 (Grade C or higher). 
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Though the class is focused on women writers (Chopin, Gilman, Wharton), every topic 

and every discussion will NOT be centered strictly around women’s issues. Some texts 

by each writer are indeed about women, their difficulties (economic, political, social, 

intellectual, and sexual), and their success, but all are not. And this course is most 

definitely not a male-bashing or man-hating opportunity. Women’s literature is 

literature that is written by, for, and/or about women. Please note that hatred and snarky 

attitudes toward men are nowhere to be found in the definition of women’s literature.  I 

expect the men in the class to be respected and equally active participants as well as the 

women. (In fact, men, feel free to go out and recruit some more men to participate in 

class discussion.) 

 

In the past and even today, women’s contributions and potential contributions to 

artistic, intellectual, political, and social history have been largely ignored and 

occasionally downright derided by a Western culture that has tended to subordinate 

women to the domestic sphere. This course will seek to study those trends and re-

awaken our interest in a group of writers who have not until the recent past been either 

viewed or studied as part of the American literature canon. Specifically, 

we will be studying the contributions of women writers from America 

during the late 19th and early 20th centuries—women who expressed and 

began to formulate the concept of the New Woman trope in the modern 

era. Students will be able to both link these women to their major works, 

through written assignments, vocal discussions, and exams, as well as the 

themes that each of them embodied in their work as a whole. More 

importantly students will be able to trace common themes specific to 

female writers throughout a breadth of time, experience, and place and 

begin to see how these themes both reflected and created social change.  

 

Lastly, we will address the ways in which Chopin, Gilman, and Wharton fit into the 

larger scope of American literary history as they shaped, defined, and participated in the 

literary period we know as Local Color and Realism. 

 

CLASS POLICIES 

 

Attendance: 

Attendance is mandatory.  If you miss the equivalent (even non-consecutive) of two 

weeks of classes, your grade will be lowered automatically one full letter grade.  If you 

miss the equivalent (even non-consecutive) of three weeks of classes, you will 

automatically fail the course.  Keep in mind that the allowed absences are intended to be 

used for unavoidable absences due to illness or emergencies.  If you miss class for any 

reason (even school functions), you are still responsible for the material and content of 

the class and for any assignment given for the next class. According to official DSC 

policy, “One week prior to an absence, the student will meet with the instructor to 
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arrange a reasonable accommodation.” This includes all absences for school functions.  If 

you do not met with me one week prior to the absence, I will not feel obligated to make 

any assignment accommodations and you will receive zeros for any assignments due 

that day. 

 

Late Arrivals/Early Departures:  

Please arrange your schedule so that you can arrive on time and stay for the entire class 

period.  Repeated late arrivals or early departures may be translated into absences. 

 

Illnesses and Emergencies: 

If illness or emergency circumstances will prevent you from completing an assignment 

by its due date, contact me before the due date to request an extension.  (Note that you 

do not need to notify me of absences unless you are requesting an extension or 

permission to make assignment accommodations.)  You can do this by 

e-mailing me or leaving a message for me on my voicemail.  You are 

responsible for making up missed work as well as any in-class 

information that you missed.  

 

Participation: 

Active and meaningful participation is required.  Your participation 

grade will be determined by your performance on homework 

assignments, class discussions, reading quizzes, and group work.  

Active and meaningful participation means that you are invested in the class, your 

work, and your writing. 

 

Grading: 

The familiar A-F grading scale will be used on essays, assignments, and for final grades 

(along with + and). Please read the Grading Criteria Sheet attached to each essay as it is 

assigned.  Grades for this course will be determined in this way: 

 

Informal Responses      10%  

Formal Essay       20% 

Author Literary Analysis     15% 

Participation       10% 

Annotated Bibliography     15%  

Mid-Term Exam      15%  

Final Exam             15% 

Total        100%  

 

A: 95-100 A-: 90-94 B+: 87-89 B: 84-86 B-: 80-83 

C+: 78-79 C: 74-77 C-: 70-73 D+: 67-69 D: 64-66  

D-: 60-63 F: 0-59 
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I will add up all applicable points in each category, multiply it by the equivalent percentage and 

add each category together for a final point total. For example, if the participation points end up 

being 75, I will multiply that number by .10 and add the number to the other categories. 

 

Homework Assignments and Exams:  

I do not accept late work. Period. If you do not have an assignment ready at the 

beginning of class, unless you have made other accommodations with me ahead of time, 

the assignment will not be accepted. That means you will need to be on time in order to 

receive credit for in-class assignments. As such, do not assume that technology will be 

nice to you at the last minute, because it usually won’t. Make sure that your printer has 

ink and that you have your assignments saved in at least two, preferably three, places: a 

disc, home hard drive (if you have one), and the DSC server. 

 

In-class quizzes may not be made up, unless you arrange with me to take the quiz prior 

to your absence. Any scheduled exams also may not be made up. Trips, vacations, 

cruises, family reunions, flights, whatever, should NOT be scheduled in conflict with 

exams.  Mid-term and final exams will not be given early or late. Please look at the 

college and class schedule before making arrangements to be absent. 

 

Class Conduct: 

You are expected to behave courteously and professionally in your interactions with 

your peers as well as with me.  Please remember that the classroom is not the place for 

taking naps, eating meals, conversing with friends, or working on 

assignments for other classes.  And ABSOLUTELY NO TEXTING! It is 

rude and disrespectful to be texting while others are talking, which 

includes both the instructor and other students. I will not tolerate texting 

in class. If I even see a cell phone, texting device, Ipod, or mp3 player out 

during class, you will be asked to leave immediately, and I will be hesitant 

to let you return. While we all occasionally forget to turn of cell phones 

and beepers when we should and are embarrassed when they ring, texting 

is an entirely actionable behavior on your part, so if you are texting during 

class, there is, frankly, no excuse. Please turn off cell phones and beepers during class 

time. 

 

Writing Assistance: 

You may find on occasion that you feel the need or desire for additional assistance with 

your compositions.  I strongly encourage you to make use of the services of the Writing 

Center and its trained writing consultants throughout the semester.   

 

One-to-one writing assistance is available to you free of charge at 

the DSC Writing Center (this service is for writing assignments in 

all courses, not just English!).  The Writing Center is located in 

HCC 421. According to the Writing Center’s own official 
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website (http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php), “The Writing Center is 

staffed by peer tutors who offer suggestions, instruction, and tips to help you improve 

your individual skills.  Please keep in mind that the Writing Center is not a proofreading 

service.  We focus on helping you become a better writer rather than helping you correct 

every single mistake in an essay. Tutors give basic suggestions for improvement and 

teach you to review your own papers.  We will do our best to help you improve your 

writing skills, but responsibility for generating a perfectly written, error-free paper lies 

solely with you.”  

 

You can also consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of 

issues related to writing, and for numerous links to relevant web-sites.  To reach the 

page, type the following link in your browser http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC 

home page, scroll to “Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.” Additionally, as 

you are working on your writing, you may find the following link to be helpful: 

http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/ (Look under the writing tips link). 

 

Academic Support Services: 

 Testing Center: Hours of operation are posted online at 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/testingcenter/officehours.htm 

 Tutoring Center: The Tutoring Center is located on the first floor of the 

Browning Building and provides one-on-one aid in a variety of subjects. Please 

check the website for up-to-date information on hours of operation as well as 

answers to a variety of questions about the tutoring center: 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

 Library: Hours of operation are posted online at 

http://library.dixie.edu/info/hours.html 

 

Dmail Accounts: 

Important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail account. This information 

includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, and notification of 

dropped classes, reminders of important dates and events, and other 

information critical to your success in this class and at DSC. All DSC 

students are automatically assigned an e-mail account. If you don't know 

your user name and password, go to http://dmail.dixie.edu for complete 

instructions. You will be held responsible for information sent to your 

Dmail, so please check it often. 

 

Plagiarism: 

Plagiarism broadly defined is using another’s words/phraseology as your own; failing to 

properly cite information used; and failing to put quotation marks around quoted 

material. Plagiarism and academic dishonesty (such as cheating) are not tolerated at the 

College.  Students who inadvertently plagiarize will be given an opportunity to correct 

their mistakes.  However, any paper that is plagiarized deliberately will not be accepted.  

http://dsc.dixie.edu/testingcenter/officehours.htm
https://mail.dixie.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=edb877c8a6c24c7c99777bb1578cc71a&URL=http%3a%2f%2fdmail.dixie.edu%2f
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The student will receive zero points for the assignment, may fail the course, and/or may 

be referred to the DSC administration for further review. I’ve failed students for 

plagiarism before, and I’ll do it again! It is better to earn a lower grade on an assignment 

than to be expelled from school and have to answer for this mistake for the rest of your 

academic and professional life because you plagiarized.   

 

Sexual Harassment Policy:  

DSC's policy against sexual harassment protects both employees of the College as well 

as students. Under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, students who 

encounter sexual harassment from other students are protected. If you encounter 

unlawful sexual harassment or gender based discrimination, please talk to your 

professor or another administrator.  

  

Important Dates and Final Exam Schedule 
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=fall2010 

 

Failed Class Attendance: 

If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class 

before that semester’s drop deadline.  This deadline date can be 

found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, 

under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the given semester’s 

class schedule.   

 

Special Accommodations: 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (enacted in 1990) prohibits discrimination based on 

disability in employment, public service, public accommodations, telecommunications, 

and transportation. The Act is intended to afford individuals with disabilities equal 

opportunity and full participation in life activities.  

 

Proper documentation of a disability is required in order to receive services or 

accommodations.  Any student eligible for and requesting reasonable academic 

accommodations due to a disability must provide a letter of accommodation to their 

professor from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the 

beginning of classes.  Please contact the Center on the main campus to follow through 

with the documentation process.  We are located in the Student Services Center Room 

#201, or you may call for an appointment and further information regarding the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) at 652-7516. 

 

Paper Format: 

Standard MLA format will be required for all final drafts.  All final drafts must be typed 

and double-spaced in 12 point Times New Roman font. 

 

 

 

http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=fall2010
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Reading Schedule 

Please note that this schedule is subject to change WITH notice.  As the instructor, I reserve the 

right to modify this schedule as I find it necessary throughout the course of the session. 

 

Aug. 22
nd

  Introduction Materials “Identity 

and Free Agency” by Hilde 

Lindemann Nelson from 

Feminists Doing Ethics (Xerox) 

Iron Jawed Angels 

Chopin: “Desiree’s Baby” (242), “A 

Gentleman of Bayou Teche” (318), 

“Athenaise” (353) 

Aug. 29
th
   “A Matter of Prejudice” (407), “A No 

Account Creole” (165); “Story of An 

Hour” (756) 
Sept. 5

th
 
 

 “At the ‘Cadia Ball” (302), “The Storm” 

(926); “A Pair of Silk Stockings” (816) 
Sept. 12

th
  Small Group Discussion The Awakening; “Chopin and American 

Women Writers” (311), “Feminist or 

Naturalist”? (252), “The Problem of the 

One and the Many” (241), “Narrative 

Stance” (227); “The Ending of the Novel” 

(208), “Kate Chopin and the American 

Realists” (202) 
Sept. 19

th
   Gilman:  “The Unexpected” (25); “An 

Unnatural Mother” (98); “Three 

Thanksgivings” 
Sept. 26

th
  Small Group Discussion 

Chopin Analysis Due 
“The Cottagette” (130); “The Widow’s 

Might” (139); “Joan’s Defender” (314) 
Oct. 3

rd
   “Making a Change” (182); “If I Were a 

Man”; “Mr. Peebles’s Heart” 
Oct. 10

th
  Mid-Term Exam in Testing Center Herland, “The Yellow Wallpaper” 

Oct. 17
th
   Wharton: Summer, “The Other Two” (16) 

Oct. 24
th
 Gilman Analysis Due Ghost Stories: “An Egyptian Cigarette”, 

“Ma’ame Pélagie” (294, Chopin); “The 

Rocking-Chair” (51, Gilman); “After 

Holbein” (168, Wharton) 
Oct. 31

st
 Small Group Discussion “Autres Temps…” (120) “Pomegranate 

Seed” (197) 
Nov. 7

th
  Annotated Bibliography Due “All Souls” (291), “A Journey” (330) 

Nov. 14
th

 
Small Group Discussion 

Ethan Frome, “The Letters” (90) 

Nov. 28
th

 Final Essays Due Chopin: “An Idle Fellow” (755); “Old 

Aunt Peggy” (223), “The Kiss” (775); 

Gilman: “The Giant Wistaria” (39); 

Wharton: “Afterward” (444) 
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Dec. 5
th
  Group Discussions Study for Final Exam 

Dec. 12
th
  

5:00-7:00  
Final Exam  

 


