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  English 3400, World Literature: Spring 2015 
 

Guiding Principle for Course: “Reading makes immigrants of us all. It takes us away from 
home, but more important, it finds homes for us everywhere.” —Hazel Rochman 

Semester Motto: “Before you abuse, criticize, or accuse, just walk a mile in my shoes.” –Lyrics 
from “Walk A Mile in My Shoes” 

Instructor:   Dr. A. Comeford       
Section:  Eng 3400; MWF 11:00-11:50 
Location:  HCC 471 
Office:   HCC 456     
E-mail:  acomeford@dixie.edu 
Office Phone:  652-7826      
Office Hours:  MW 10:00-10:50; TR 10:30-11:30; By Appointment 

Texts: Title: Streetcar Named Desire, Tennessee Williams; Nectar in a Sieve, 
Kamala Markandaya; Death and the King’s Horseman, Wole Soyinka; 
Miriam’s Song, Mark Mathabane; Persepolis, Marjane Satrapi; 
Storyteller, Leslie Marmon Silko; My Name is Red, Orhan Pamuk; Like Water for Chocolate, 
Laura Esquivel; Rutka’s Notebook, Rutka Laskier   

  
Course Description and Objectives:  
 
Required of English majors pursuing an emphasis in Literary Studies, but also open to those 
interested in international literature.  Students will examine works by major authors in various 
genres from Asia, the Middle East, the Indian subcontinent, Africa, the Caribbean, Australia, 
Latin America, and Europe.  Thus, the class enables students to appreciate culture and literary 
traditions beyond those of Britain and the United States.  Course topics will vary according to 
instructor emphasis. Prerequisite:  ENGL 2010 with a grade of C or higher. 3 lecture hours 
 per week. (From Course Catalogue) 
 
English 3400 is designed to help students improve their critical writing, reading, and thinking 
skills to meet communication demands and problem solving needs in college, on the job, and as 
citizens.  

 
 The course is also designed to help students identify and explain, through 
the use of literary texts in a variety of genres, the myriad of social and 
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political questions that reach from one end of the globe to another, connecting people of all 
times, places, classes, and genders. The course will provide students with frequent occasions to 
read, discuss, and write about issues of social difference, including gender, class, race, and 
religion.  
 
You will be responsible for completing the following work during the semester: 

 
ü Mid-Term Exam 
ü Weekly Short Essays 
ü Readings and Reading Quizzes 
ü One Formal Research Essay 
ü Class Discussion and Activities 
ü Annotated Bibliography 
ü Presentations 
ü Final exam 

 
For additional information on course goals and objectives, follow this link: 
http://www.dixie.edu/english/File/ENGL%203400.pdf.  
 
CLASS POLICIES 
Email: 

Important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail account. This information 
includes your DSU bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, and notification of dropped classes, 
reminders of important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this 
class and at DSU. All DSU students are automatically assigned an e-mail account. If you don't 
know your user name and password, go to http://dmail.dixie.edu for complete instructions. You 

will be held responsible for information sent to your Dmail, so please 
check it often. 

Attendance: 

Attendance is mandatory.  If you miss two weeks of classes, your grade will 
be lowered automatically one full letter grade.  If you miss three weeks of 
classes, you will automatically fail the course.  Keep in mind that the allowed 
absences are intended to be used for unavoidable absences due to illness or 

emergencies.  If you miss class for any reason, you are still responsible for the material and 
content of the class and for any assignment given for the next class. If you are officially excused 
in order to represent the university, you need to provide me with some documentation. Please 
note that if you choose to stop attending class, you are responsible for dropping the course 
or withdrawing. Otherwise, you will still be on my official roster and will receive a failing 
grade.  

Late Arrivals/Early Departures: 
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Please arrange your schedule so that you can arrive on time and stay for the entire class 
period.  Repeated late arrivals or early departures may be translated into absences. 

 
Illnesses and Emergencies: 

 
If illness or emergency circumstances will prevent you from completing an assignment 
by its due date, contact me before the due date to request an extension.  (Note that you do 
not need to notify me of absences unless you are requesting an extension.)  You can do 
this by e-mailing me or leaving a message for me on my office phone voice mail. 

Participation: 
 
Active and meaningful participation is required.  Your participation grade will 
be determined by your performance on homework assignments, class 
discussions, and peer-writing feedback.  Active and meaningful participation 
means that you are invested in the class, your work, and your writing. As a 
general rule, these points CANNOT BE MADE UP, since you have to be 
physically present and involved in order to earn them. Discussions and 

impromptu in-class activities that stem from what is happening at that moment in class 
cannot, obviously, be replicated and hence cannot be made up.  

Grading: 
The familiar A-F grading scale will be used on presentations, assignments, exams, and 
for final grades (along with + and -). Grades for this course will be determined in this 
way: 
 
Informal Responses      20% 
Formal Essay       20%  
Participation       10% 
Annotated Bibliography     10%  
Mid-Term Exam      20%  
Final Exam             20% 
Total        100%   
 

A: 95-100 A-: 90-94 B+: 87-89 B: 84-86 B-: 80-83 
C+: 78-79 C: 74-77 C-: 70-73 D+: 67-69 D: 64-66  
D-: 60-63 F: 0-59 
 
I will add up all applicable points in each category, multiply it by the equivalent 
percentage and add each category together for a final point total. For example, if 
the participation points end up being 75, I will multiply that number by .15 and 
add the number to the other categories. 
Class Conduct: 

You are expected to behave courteously and professionally in your 
interactions with your peers as well as with me. Please remember that the 
classroom is not the place for taking naps, eating meals, conversing with friends, or 
working on assignments for other classes.  And ABSOLUTELY NO TEXTING! It is 
rude and disrespectful to be texting while others are talking, which includes both the 
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instructor and other students. I will not tolerate texting in class. 
If I even see a cell phone,  texting device, Ipod, or mp3 player 
out during class, you will be asked to leave immediately, and I 
will be hesitant to let you return. While we all occasionally 
forget to turn off cell phones and beepers when we should and 
are embarrassed when they ring, texting is an entirely actionable 
behavior on your part, so if you are texting during class, there 
is, frankly, no excuse. Please turn off electronic devices during 
class time. 

  
Writing Assistance: 
You may find on occasion that you feel the need or desire for 
additional assistance with your compositions.  I strongly 
encourage you to make use of the services of the Writing Center 

and its trained writing consultants throughout the semester.   
 
One-to-one writing assistance is available to you free of charge at the DSU Writing 
Center (this service is for writing assignments in all courses, not just English!).  The 
Writing Center is located on the fourth floor of the Holland Building.  According to the 
Writing Center’s own official website 
(http://new.dixie.edu/english/DSU_writing_center.php), “The Writing Center is  
staffed by peer tutors who offer suggestions, instruction, and tips to help you improve 
your individual skills.  Please keep in mind that the Writing 
Center is not a proofreading service.  We focus on helping you 
become a better writer rather than helping you correct every 
single mistake in an essay. Tutors give basic suggestions for 
improvement and teach you to review your own papers.  We 
will do our best to help you improve your writing skills, but 
responsibility for generating a perfectly written, error-free 
paper lies solely with you.”  
 
You can also consult the Online Writing Lab website for 
information on a variety of issues related to writing, and for numerous links to relevant 
web-sites.  To reach the page, type the following link in your browser 
http://DSU.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSU home page, scroll to “Academics,” and 
select “Online Writing Lab.” Additionally, as you are working on your writing, you may 
find the following link to be helpful: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/ (Look under the 
writing tips link). 
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Academic Support Services: 

 
 

Tutoring Writing Center Library Computer Center Testing 
Center 

Tutoring services are 
provided for all 
registered DSU 
students and is 
available for all 

subjects. 
http://dixie.edu/tutori

ng/ 
 

The writing center 
is in the Browning 
Learning Center. 

The online writing 
center can be 
accessed at 

http://DSU.dixie.ed
u/owl/ 

 

Online help for the 
Library can be 

accessed at: 
http://library.dixie.

edu 
 

The Smith 
Computer Center 
is available for 

students who need 
technology 
services to 
complete 

homework 
assignments and 
research for any 

course on campus. 
 Check at the 

facility for time 
schedule. 

Location: Avenna 
Ctr. 

The hours 
and location 
are posted 
online at 

http://dixie.e
du/testing/ 

 
 

  
 

Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism broadly defined is using another’s words/phraseology as your own; failing to 

properly cite information used; and failing to put quotation marks around 
quoted material. Plagiarism and academic dishonesty (such as cheating) 
are not tolerated at the College.  Under the “Student Rights and 
Responsibilities Code,” Section 33.5.1.4 on Dixie’s home page, 
plagiarism is thoroughly defined. Please access this page and read the 
definition carefully: http://www.dixie.edu/catalog/File/code.pdf. 
 
Students who inadvertently plagiarize will be given an opportunity to 
correct their mistakes.  However, any paper that is plagiarized 

deliberately will not be accepted.  The student will receive zero points for the assignment, 
may fail the course, and/or may be referred to the Department Chair or Dean for further 
review and sanctions. I’ve failed students for plagiarism before, and I’ll do it again! It is 
better to earn a lower grade on an assignment than to be expelled from school and have to 
answer for this mistake for the rest of your academic and professional life because you 
plagiarized.  The same consequences will result for any form of cheating including but 
not limited to the following: unauthorized collaboration, copying on exams, discussing 
exam questions with other students before they have taken the exam, copying/pasting 
materials without proper citation.  
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Sexual Harassment Policy:  
DSU's policy against sexual harassment protects both employees of the College as well as 
students. Under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, students who encounter 
sexual harassment from other students are protected. If you encounter unlawful sexual 
harassment or gender based discrimination, please talk to your professor or another 
administrator.  

 
University Concerns, Problems, Physical or Psychological Difficulties: 
 
We have several resources on campus to help with problems of a variety of 
types. If you are experiencing harassment, conflict, or difficulties that do 
not seem to be covered by any formal channel or you simply wish to have 
them resolved in a more informal way, there is now third-party neutral 
office on campus to assist you. This is the Office of the Ombuds. They 
will be opening after Fall Break and will be available to help you find ways 
to successfully resolve conflict. For more information, here is the web 
address: www.dixie.edu/ombuds.  

 
College is a demanding and difficult experience, physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 
There is nothing wrong with you if you experience difficulties in any of these areas. And 
sometimes these difficulties become more than we can handle on our own. You need to 
know that the university has resources available to help you. And there is no shame or 
embarrassment in admitting that you need help and then seeking it. In fact, seeking help 
is an act of great courage. Please do so. If you need help, please contact the DSU Health 
and Wellness Center. They offer medical aid as well as counseling. If you are unsure of 
what to do, please ask, and I will put you in touch with the right people. There is no 
reason at all for you to approach difficulties on your own. Let the university and its 
resources help you. Here is the web address for the Health and Wellness Center: 
http://www.dixie.edu/wellness/.  

 
Important Dates and Final Exam Schedule:  
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=schedule 

 
Failed Class Attendance: 

If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that 
semester’s drop deadline.  This deadline date can be found at the DSU homepage 
(www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the 
given semester’s class schedule.   
 

Special Accommodations: 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (enacted in 1990) prohibits 
discrimination based on disability in employment, public service, 
public accommodations, telecommunications, and transportation. 
The Act is intended to afford individuals with disabilities equal 
opportunity and full participation in life activities.  
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Proper documentation of a disability is required in order to receive services or accommodations.  
Any student eligible for and requesting reasonable academic accommodations due to a disability 
must provide a letter of accommodation to their professor from the Disability Resource Center 
within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes.  Please contact the Center on the main 
campus to follow through with the documentation process.  We are located in the northeast 
corner of the North Plaza Building, or you may call for an appointment and further information 
regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) at 652-7516. 
 
Paper Format: 

Standard MLA format will be required for all final drafts.  All final drafts must be typed 
and double-spaced in 12 point Times New Roman font. 
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 Spring Semester Weekly Schedule 
 

Please note that this schedule is subject to change WITH notice.  As the instructor, I reserve the right to 
modify this schedule as I find it necessary through the course of the semester. 

 
        Date     In-Class Activities        Homework For This Day 
Jan. 12th M Syllabus and Introduction Materials Streetcar Named Desire 
Jan. 14th W  Streetcar Named Desire 
Jan. 16th F Short Essay (SE) Persepolis 
Jan. 21st W  Persepolis 
Jan.23rd F Thought-Question (TQ) The Kite Runner (Film on Reserve, Also streaming on 

Netflix) 
Jan. 26th M  The Kite Runner 

Jan. 28th W  “The Prisoner Who Wore Glasses” from Under African 
Skies page 249 (Library Reserve) 

Jan. 30th F SE 
Dr. Cheri Crenshaw Guest Lecture 

Like Water for Chocolate 

Feb. 2nd  M  Like Water for Chocolate 
Feb. 4th W Small Discussion Group Like Water for Chocolate 
Feb. 6th F TQ Miriam’s Song 
Feb. 9th M  Miriam’s Song 

Feb. 11th W  Miriam’s Song 
Feb. 13th F SE Miriam’s Song 
Feb. 18th W Small Discussion Group “No Sweetness Here” from Longman Anthology Vol. F 

page 729 (On Reserve) 
Feb. 20th  F TQ Death and the King’s Horseman 
Feb. 23rd M Small Discussion Group Death and the King’s Horseman 
Feb. 25th W  Prepare for Utah Conference Undergraduate Research 
Feb. 27th F Attend UCUR Presentations Criticism for Death and the King’s Horseman (TBA) 
Mar. 2nd M 

 
 Rutka’s Notebook 

Mar. 4th W  Rutka’s Notebook 
Mar. 6th F 

SE 
“Nacht Schlafen die Ratten Doch/The Rats Sleep at 

Night” (Canvas) 
Mar. 16th M  “Ladies and Gentlemen to the Gas Chamber” (Online 

at http://cc136.k12.sd.us/thiswayforgasstory.pdf) 
Mar. 18th W Dr. Stephen Armstrong Guest Lecture “Give Me A Chance” from Under African Skies (Library 

Reserve) 
Mar. 20th F 

Dr. Cheri Crenshaw Guest Lecture 
Nectar in a Sieve 

Mar. 23rd M  Nectar in a Sieve 
Mar. 25th W 

 
Nectar in a Sieve 

Mar. 27th F 
TQ 

“Breast-Giver” from Longman Anthology Vol F page 698 
(On Reserve) 
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Mar. 30th M  Grave of the Fireflies (Film on Reserve) 
Apr. 1st W Small Discussion Group TBA 
Apr. 3rd F SE My Name is Red 
Apr. 6th M  My Name is Red 
Apr. 8th W Small Discussion Group My Name is Red 
Apr. 10th F TQ My Name is Red 
Apr. 13th M  “Sarrasine” (Online) 
Apr.15th W Annotated Bibliography Due "A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings" (Library 

Reserve) 
Apr. 17th F Dr. Theda Wrede Guest Lecture 

SE 
“Separate Ways” from Longman Anthology Vol E page 

888 (Library Reserve) 
Apr. 20th M  Storyteller 
Apr. 22nd W  Storyteller 
Apr. 24th F Small Discussion Group 

TQ 
Storyteller 

Apr. 27th M Final Essay Due Storyteller 
Apr. 29th W  Study for Final Exam 
May 4th M 

10:00-12:00 
Final Exam Happy Summer Break! 

A syllabus is a contract.  Your continued attendance in my class means that you have read and understood the 
rules, policies and guidelines that the syllabus details and that you are willing to comply with each of them. 
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