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  English 1010, Intro to Writing 

 “It is good to have an end to journey toward; but it is the journey that matters, in the end.” 

-Ursula K. Le Guin 

Instructor:   Dr. A. Comeford       

Section:  Eng 1010; TR 9:00-10:15 

Location:  MCDON 209  

Office:   MCDON 232     

E-mail:   acomeford@dixie.edu 

Office Phone:  652-7826      

Office Hours:  TR 10:30-1:00, By Appointment 

Texts:   1. Williams, David R. Sin Boldly. New York: Basic Books, 2004. 

   2.  Cohen, Samuel. Ed. 50 Essays, A Portable Anthology. Boston, New  

York: Bedford/St. Martin’s: 2007.  

3. Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 

 4. Lee, David. Stone, Wind, Water. Black Rock Press, 2010. 

5. Lee, David, Texas Wildflower, Wood Press, 2010 

    

Course Description and Objectives:  
 

1) Departmental Course Description & Objectives:   

 

English 1010 is designed to help students improve their writing to meet communication demands 

in college, on the job, and as citizens. The course will also help students develop the capacity to 

think and to read critically.    

 

The course will provide students with frequent occasions to read, discuss, write, and revise the 

different types of exposition, using several rhetorical strategies such as description, narration, 

process, cause/effect, comparison/contrast, classification, definition, and argumentation.  

Classroom discussion, assigned readings, and papers will emphasize such writing principles as 

unity, coherence, development, organization, variety, and word economy.   

 

General Minimum Writing Requirements:  

 

Students in this course will:   

 Write a minimum of 4 essays: 

o Two of which must be approximately 5 pages in length (1,250 words). 

o One of which must be at least a 5-page research essay that incorporates a 

sufficient number of credible sources (from such places as the DSC Library’s 

article databases, book catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias and/or Utah’s 

catalog).    

 Write at least one graded, in-class essay.    

 Write no more than 1 narrative essay.   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early 

drafts (such as non-graded first drafts).   
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 Write a total of at least 18 pages over the course of the semester (4500 words).   

 

Specific Objectives of the Course:  

 

READING/THINKING OBJECTIVES  

     By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis. 

2. Understand a writer’s organization and structure. 

3. Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

4. Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of detail in support of a main idea. 

5. Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases. 

6. Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning.  

7. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 

WRITING OBJECTIVES  

       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

   1. Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 

   2. Understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including planning,  

       brainstorming, organizing, rough draft writing, revising, and proofreading.   

   3. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will 

control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 

   4. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of categories, topic 

sentences, transitions, parallel structure, and repeated key words and synonyms. 

   5. Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the 

paper as a whole.   

   6. Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic sentences, 

repeated key terms, synonyms, pronouns, and transitions. 

   7. Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, suggest a 

plan of development, make positive first impressions, and set the tone. 

   8. Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closing. 

   9. Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty modifiers,  

and problems with subject/verb agreement and pronoun agreement.   

  10. Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard written 

English.   

  11. Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety.   

 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES  

       By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to: 

1. Critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their papers.   

2. Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing. 

3. Understand and avoid plagiarism.   

4. Know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation: 

a. Introduction of quotations and paraphrases. 

b. Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses. 

c. Use of long quotations. 

d. Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations.  

e. Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources. 

5. Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and online research resources, such as the 

library catalog, subject-specific encyclopedias, article databases, and Utah’s catalog.   

6. Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when appropriate), parenthetical documentation, and  

bibliographic form.   
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7. Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline (or other organizational strategy) 

as steps in writing a research paper.   

 

You will be responsible for completing the following work during the semester: 

 Mid-Term Exam 

 Readings and quizzes on readings 

 Formal Essays 

 Class Discussion and Activities 

 Final exam 

 

CLASS POLICIES 

Attendance: 

Attendance is mandatory.  If you miss two weeks of classes, your grade will be lowered automatically one 

full letter grade.  If you miss three weeks of classes, you will automatically fail the course.  Keep in mind 

that the allowed absences are intended to be used for unavoidable absences due to illness or emergencies.  

If you miss class for any reason, you are still responsible for the material and content of the class and for 

any assignment given for the next class. If you are officially excused in order to represent the College, 

you need to provide me with some documentation. Please note that if you choose to stop attending 

class, you are responsible for dropping the course or withdrawing. Otherwise, you will still be on 

my official roster and will receive a failing grade.  

Late Arrivals/Early Departures: 

Please arrange your schedule so that you can arrive on time and stay for the entire class period.  

Repeated late arrivals or early departures may be translated into absences. 

 

Illnesses and Emergencies: 

If illness or emergency circumstances will prevent you from completing an assignment by its due 

date, contact me before the due date to request an extension.  (Note that you do not need to notify 

me of absences unless you are requesting an extension.)  You can do this by e-mailing me or 

leaving a message for me on the office phone voice mail. 

 

Participation: 

Active and meaningful participation is required.  Your participation grade will be determined by 

your performance on homework assignments, class discussions, and group work.  Active and 

meaningful participation means that you are invested in the class, your work, and your writing. 

 

Grading: 
The familiar A-F grading scale will be used on presentations, assignments, exams, and for final 

grades (along with + and -). Grades for this course will be determined in this way: 

 

Narrative Essay       10% 

Character Analysis      5%    

Informative Essay      20% 

Annotated Bib.       5%     

Compare/Contrast      15% 

Literary Analysis      15% 

Participation       10% 

Mid-Term Exam      10%    

Final Exam             10% 

Total        100%   
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A: 95-100 A-: 90-94 B+: 87-89 B: 84-86 B-: 80-83 

C+: 78-79 C: 74-77 C-: 70-73 D+: 67-69 D: 64-66  

D-: 60-63 F: 0-59 

 

I will add up all applicable points in each category, multiply it by the equivalent percentage and add each 

category together for a final point total. For example, if the participation points end up being 75, I will 

multiply that number by .15 and add the number to the other categories. 

 

Class Behavior 

You are expected to behave courteously and professionally in your interactions with your peers as 

well as with me.  Please remember that the classroom is not the place for taking naps, eating 

meals, conversing with friends, or working on assignments for other classes.  And 

ABSOLUTELY NO TEXTING! It is rude and disrespectful to be texting while others are 

talking, which includes both the instructor and other students. I will not tolerate texting in class. If 

I even see a cell phone, texting device, Ipod, or mp3 player out during class, you will be asked to 

leave immediately, and I will be hesitant to let you return. While we all occasionally forget to 

turn off cell phones and beepers when we should and are embarrassed when they ring, texting is 

an entirely actionable behavior on your part, so if you are texting during class, there is, frankly, 

no excuse. Please turn off all portable electronic devices during class time. 

 

Writing Assistance: 

You may find on occasion that you feel the need or desire for additional assistance with your 

compositions.  I strongly encourage you to make use of the services of the Writing Center and its 

trained writing consultants throughout the semester.   

 

One-to-one writing assistance is available to you free of charge at the DSC Writing Center (this 

service is for writing assignments in all courses, not just English!).  The Writing Center is located 

on the first floor of the Browning Bldg.  Contact Barbara Turnbow at 652-7743 or Chelsi Sutton 

for more information.  According to the Writing Center’s own official website 

(http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php), “The Writing Center is staffed by peer 

tutors who offer suggestions, instruction, and tips to help you improve your individual skills.  

Please keep in mind that the Writing Center is not a proofreading service.  We focus on helping 

you become a better writer rather than helping you correct every single mistake in an essay. 

Tutors give basic suggestions for improvement and teach you to review your own papers.  We 

will do our best to help you improve your writing skills, but responsibility for generating a 

perfectly written, error-free paper lies solely with you.”  

 

You can also consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues 

related to writing, and for numerous links to relevant web-sites.  To reach the page, type the 

following link in your browser http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, scroll to 

“Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.” Additionally, as you are working on your writing, 

you may find the following link to be helpful: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/ (Look under the 

writing tips link). 
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Academic Support Services: 
 

Tutoring Writing Center Library Computer Center Testing Center 

Tutoring services are provided 

for all registered DSC students 

and is available for all 

subjects. 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/in

dex.htm 

 

The writing center is 

in the Browning 

Learning Center. The 

online writing center 

can be accessed at 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/o

wl/ 

 

Online help for the 

Browning Library can 

be accessed at: 

http://new.dixie.edu/lib

rary/index.php 

The Smith 

Computer Center 

is available for 

students who need 

technology 

services. Check at 

the facility for 

time schedule. 

Location: Avenna 

Ctr. 

The hours and 

location are posted 

online at 

http://new.dixie.ed

u/testing/index.ph

p 

 

 

 

DSC E-mail Accounts: 

Important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail account. This information includes 

your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, and notification of dropped classes, reminders of 

important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC. All 

DSC students are automatically assigned an e-mail account. If you don't know your user name and 

password, go to http://dmail.dixie.edu for complete instructions. You will be held responsible for 

information sent to your Dmail, so please check it often. 

  

Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism broadly defined is using another’s words/phraseology as your own; failing to properly cite 

information used; and failing to put quotation marks around quoted material. Plagiarism and academic 

dishonesty (such as cheating) are not tolerated at the College.  Students who inadvertently plagiarize will 

be given an opportunity to correct their mistakes.  However, any paper that is plagiarized deliberately will 

not be accepted.  The student will receive zero points for the assignment, may fail the course, and/or may 

be referred to the DSC administration for further review. I’ve failed students for plagiarism before, and 

I’ll do it again! It is better to earn a lower grade on an assignment than to be expelled from school and 

have to answer for this mistake for the rest of your academic and professional life because you 

plagiarized.  The same consequences will result for any form of cheating, including but not limited to the 

following: unauthorized collaboration, copying on exams, discussing exam questions with other students 

before they have taken the exam, copying/pasting materials without proper citation. 

 

Sexual Harassment Policy:  

DSC's policy against sexual harassment protects both employees of the College as well as 

students. Under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, students who encounter sexual 

harassment from other students are protected. If you encounter unlawful sexual harassment or 

gender based discrimination, please talk to your professor or another administrator.  

  

Special Accommodations: 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (enacted in 1990) prohibits discrimination based on 

disability in employment, public service, public accommodations, telecommunications, and 

transportation. The Act is intended to afford individuals with disabilities equal opportunity and 

full participation in life activities.  

 

Proper documentation of a disability is required in order to receive services or accommodations.  

Any student eligible for and requesting reasonable academic accommodations due to a disability 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://new.dixie.edu/library/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/library/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
https://mail.dixie.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=edb877c8a6c24c7c99777bb1578cc71a&URL=http%3a%2f%2fdmail.dixie.edu%2f
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must provide a letter of accommodation to their professor from the Disability Resource Center 

within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes.  Please contact the Center on the main 

campus to follow through with the documentation process.  We are located in the Student 

Services Center Room #201, or you may call for an appointment and further information 

regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) at 652-7516. 

 

Paper Format: 
Standard MLA format will be required for all final drafts.  All final drafts must be typed and 

double-spaced in 12 point Times New Roman font. 

 
A syllabus is a contract.  Your continued attendance in my class means that you have read and understood the rules, 

policies and guidelines that the syllabus details and that you are willing to comply with each of them. 
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Spring Semester Weekly Schedule 

 

Please note that this schedule is subject to change WITH notice.  As the instructor, I reserve the right to modify this 

schedule as I find it necessary through the course of the semester. 

Weekly Schedule 

Jan. 11
th

 T Intro, Diagnostic Essay Sin Boldly, Ch. 1-2 

Jan. 13
th

 R Dept. Pre-Test, Introduce First Essay Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Intro and  

Act I 

Jan. 18
th

 T Introduce Carpe Diem Project Cat, Act II 

Jan. 20
th

 R Essay Outline Due in Class Cat, Act III Drafting 

Jan. 25
th

 T  Cat, pages 175-185 

Jan. 27
th

 R Guest Lecture Drafting 

Feb. 1
st
 T Conferences Drafting 

Feb. 3
rd

 R Conferences 

Final Draft Due 

Sin Boldly, Ch. 3; PA: “No Name 

Woman” (238) 

Feb. 8
th

 T  PA: “Shooting an Elephant” (302) 

Feb. 10
th

 R  Sin Boldly Ch. 4 

Feb. 15
th

 T  Interview Essays (Xerox) 

Sin Boldly Ch. 12 

Feb. 17
th

 R  Sin Boldly, Ch. 6; PA: “Women’s 

Brains” (184) 

Feb. 22
nd

 T Peer Review Narrative Paper Sin Boldly Ch. 7,13 

Feb. 24
th

 R Final Narrative Due 

 

 

Mar. 1
st
 T  Study for Mid-Term 

Mar. 3
rd

 R Mid-Term Exam  

Mar. 8
th

 T  Drafting 

Mar. 10
th

 R Peer Rev. Informative Essay 

Rough Draft Due Wed. 

“The Insufficiency of Honesty” 

(104) 

Mar. 22
nd

 T  Sin Boldly Ch. 8, 15 

Mar. 24
th

 R  Sin Boldly Ch. 10, 14 

Mar. 29
th

 T  PA: “Two Ways to Belong in 

America” (298); “Lost in the 

Kitchen” (82) 

Mar. 31
st
 R Final Informative Essay Due  

Apr. 5
th

 T  Stone, Wind, Water (TBA) 

Apr. 7
th

 R  Stone, Wind, Water (TBA) 

Apr. 12
th

 T  Stone, Wind, Water (TBA) 

Apr. 14
th

 R  Stone, Wind, Water (TBA) 

Apr. 19
th

 T Conferences  

Apr. 21
st
 R Conferences  

Apr. 26
th

 T Peer Review Literary Analysis  

Apr. 28
th

 R   

May 5
th 

R, 7:00-9:00, 12:30-

2:30 

 Final Exams 

   

 


