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  English 3400, World Literature: Spring 2011 

I believe in the complexity of the human story, and that there’s no way you can tell that story in 

one way and say, ‘this is it.’ Always there will be someone who can tell it differently depending 

on where they are standing … this is the way I think the world’s stories should be told: from 

many different perspectives. 
--“Chinua Achebe: The Art of Fiction CXXXVIV.” The Paris Review. 133 (Winter 1994-5). 

Instructor:   Dr. A. Comeford       

Section:  Eng 3400; T 5:15-7:45 

Location:  MCDON 206 

Office:  MCDON 232     

E-mail:  acomeford@dixie.edu 

Office Phone: 652-7826      

Office Hours: TR 10:30-1:00; By Appointment 

Texts: Soyinka, Wole. Death and the King’s Horseman. New York: W.W. 

Norton & Company, 2003; Divakaruni, Chitra Banerjee. 

Arranged Marriages. New York: Anchor Books, 1995; 

Markandaya, Kamala. Nectar in a Sieve. New York: Signet, 1982; 

Satrapi, Marjane. Persepolis. New York: Pantheon, 2003; 

Laskier, Rutka. Rutka’s Notebook. Jerusalem:Yad Vashem, 2007; Mathabane, Mark. 

Miriam’s Song. New York: Touchstone, 2000; Equiano, Olaudah. Narrative. Bedford, 

History and Culture Series; Silko, Joy Harjo, How We Became Human. New York: 

Simon & Schuster, 1996; Cat On a Hot Tin Roof 

    

  

Course Description and Objectives:  
 

Required of English majors pursuing an emphasis in Literary Studies, but also open to those 

interested in international literature.  Students will examine works by major authors in various 

genres from Asia, the Middle East, the Indian subcontinent, Africa, the Caribbean, Australia, 

Latin America, and Europe.  Thus, the class enables students to appreciate culture and literary 

traditions beyond those of Britain and the United States.  Course topics will vary according to 

instructor emphasis. Prerequisite:  ENGL 2010 with a grade of C or higher. 3 lecture hours 
 per week. (From Course Catalogue) 

 
English 3400 is designed to help students improve their critical writing, reading, 

and thinking skills to meet communication demands and problem solving needs 

in college, on the job, and as citizens.  

 

 The course is also designed to help students identify and explain, through the use 

of literary texts in a variety of genres, the myriad of social and political questions 

that reach from one end of the globe to another, connecting people of all times, 

places, classes, and genders. The course will provide students with frequent 

http://www.theparisreview.com/viewissue.php/prmIID/133
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occasions to read, discuss, and write about issues of social difference, including gender, class, race, and 

religion.  

 

You will be responsible for completing the following work during the semester: 

 

 Mid-Term Exam 

 Weekly Informal Responses 

 Readings and Reading Quizzes 

 One Formal Research Essay 

 Class Discussion and Activities 

 Annotated Bibliography 

 Presentations 

 Final exam 

 

CLASS POLICIES 

Email: 

Important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail account. This information includes your 

DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, and notification of dropped classes, reminders of important 

dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC. All DSC students 

are automatically assigned an e-mail account. If you don't know your user name and password, go to 

http://dmail.dixie.edu for complete instructions. You will be held responsible for information sent to 

your Dmail, so please check it often. 

Attendance: 

Attendance is mandatory.  If you miss two weeks of classes, your grade will be lowered automatically one 

full letter grade.  If you miss three weeks of classes, you will automatically fail the course.  

Keep in mind that the allowed absences are intended to be used for unavoidable absences 

due to illness or emergencies.  If you miss class for any reason, you are still responsible for 

the material and content of the class and for any assignment given for the next class. If you 

are officially excused in order to represent the College, you need to provide me with some 

documentation. Please note that if you choose to stop attending class, you are 

responsible for dropping the course or withdrawing. Otherwise, you will still be on my 

official roster and will receive a failing grade.  

Late Arrivals/Early Departures: 
 

Please arrange your schedule so that you can arrive on time and stay for the entire class period.  Repeated 

late arrivals or early departures may be translated into absences. 

 

Illnesses and Emergencies: 
 

If illness or emergency circumstances will prevent you from completing an 

assignment by its due date, contact me before the due date to request an extension.  

(Note that you do not need to notify me of absences unless you are requesting an 

extension.)  You can do this by e-mailing me or leaving a message for me on my 

office phone voice mail. 

 

https://mail.dixie.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=edb877c8a6c24c7c99777bb1578cc71a&URL=http%3a%2f%2fdmail.dixie.edu%2f
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Participation: 

 

Active and meaningful participation is required.  Your participation grade will be determined by your 

performance on homework assignments, class discussions, and group work.  Active and meaningful 

participation means that you are invested in the class, your work, and your writing.  

Grading: 
The familiar A-F grading scale will be used on presentations, assignments, exams, 

and for final grades (along with + and -). Grades for this course will be 

determined in this way: 

 

Informal Responses      20% 

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof  Paper     10%  

Formal Essay       20%  

Participation       10% 

Annotated Bibliography      10%  

Mid-Term Exam       15%  

Final Exam             15% 

Total        100%   

 

A: 95-100 A-: 90-94 B+: 87-89 B: 84-86  B-: 80-83 

C+: 78-79 C: 74-77  C-: 70-73 D+: 67-69 D: 64-66  

D-: 60-63 F: 0-59 

 

I will add up all applicable points in each category, multiply it by the equivalent percentage and add each category 

together for a final point total. For example, if the participation points end up being 75, I will multiply that number 

by .15 and add the number to the other categories. 

Class Conduct: 
You are expected to behave courteously and professionally in your interactions with your peers as well as 

with me.  Please remember that the classroom is not the place for taking naps, eating meals, conversing 

with friends, or working on assignments for other classes.  Please turn off cell phones and beepers during 

class time.  

Writing Assistance: 
You may find on occasion that you feel the need or desire for additional assistance with your compositions.  

I strongly encourage you to make use of the services of the Writing Center and its trained 

writing consultants throughout the semester.   

 

One-to-one writing assistance is available to you free of charge at the DSC Writing Center (this 

service is for writing assignments in all courses, not just English!).  The Writing Center is 

located on the first floor of the Browning Bldg.  Contact Barbara Turnbow at 652-7743 or 

Chelsi Sutton for more information.  According to the Writing Center’s own official website 

(http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php), “The Writing Center is staffed by 

peer tutors who offer suggestions, instruction, and tips to help you improve your individual 

skills.  Please keep in mind that the Writing Center is not a proofreading service.  We focus on helping you 

become a better writer rather than helping you correct every single mistake in an essay. Tutors give basic 

suggestions for improvement and teach you to review your own papers.  We will do our best to help you 

improve your writing skills, but responsibility for generating a perfectly written, error-free paper lies solely 

with you.”  

 

You can also consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues related to 

writing, and for numerous links to relevant web-sites.  To reach the page, type the following link in your 

browser http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, scroll to “Academics,” and select “Online 

Writing Lab.” Additionally, as you are working on your writing, you may find the following link to be 

helpful: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/ (Look under the writing tips link). 



 4 

 

 

 

Academic Support Services: 
 

 

Tutoring Writing Center Library Computer Center Testing 

Center 

Tutoring services are 

provided for all registered 

DSC students and is 

available for all subjects. 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutorin

g/index.htm 

 

The writing center is in 

the Browning Learning 

Center. The online 

writing center can be 

accessed at 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ 

 

Online help for the 

Browning Library can 

be accessed at: 

http://new.dixie.edu/lib

rary/index.php 

The Smith Computer 

Center is available for 

students who need 

technology services to 

complete homework 

assignments and 

research for any 

course on campus. 

 Check at the facility 

for time schedule. 

Location: Avenna Ctr. 

The hours and 

location are 

posted online 

at 

http://new.dixi

e.edu/testing/i

ndex.php 

 

  

Communications with Instructor: 
You can contact me in the following ways: 

Office Hours:  TR 12:00-1:00, 2:30-4:00; By Appointment 

Office Phone:  652-7826 

You can leave a message for me on the voice mail.  If you would like me to return your call, you need to 

specify this in your message. Be sure to leave your full name and phone number.  Also, please be 

courteous, or I will find no motivating reason to call you back! 

Email:   acomeford@dixie.edu 

Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism broadly defined is using another’s words/phraseology as your own; failing to properly cite information 

used; and failing to put quotation marks around quoted material. Plagiarism and academic dishonesty (such as 

cheating) are not tolerated at the College.  Students who inadvertently plagiarize will be given an opportunity to 

correct their mistakes.  However, any paper that is plagiarized deliberately will not be accepted.  The student will 

receive zero points for the assignment, may fail the course, and/or may be referred to the DSC administration for 

further review. I’ve failed students for plagiarism before, and I’ll do it again! It is better to earn a lower grade on an 

assignment than to be expelled from school and have to answer for this mistake for the rest of your academic and 

professional life because you plagiarized.  The same consequences will result for any form of cheating including but 

not limited to the following: unauthorized collaboration, copying on exams, discussing exam questions with other 

students before they have taken the exam, copying/pasting materials without proper citation. 

 Special Accommodations: 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (enacted in 1990) prohibits discrimination 

based on disability in employment, public service, public accommodations, 

telecommunications, and transportation. The Act is intended to afford individuals 

with disabilities equal opportunity and full participation in life activities.  

 

Proper documentation of a disability is required in order to receive services or 

accommodations.  Any student eligible for and requesting reasonable academic 

accommodations due to a disability must provide a letter of accommodation to their professor from the 

Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes.  Please contact the 

Center on the main campus to follow through with the documentation process.  We are located in the 

Student Services Center Room #201, or you may call for an appointment and further information regarding 

the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) at 652-7516. 

 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://new.dixie.edu/library/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/library/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
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Sexual Harassment Policy: 
 DSC's policy against sexual harassment protects both employees of the College as well as 

students. Under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, students who encounter sexual 

harassment from other students are protected. If you encounter unlawful sexual harassment or 

gender based discrimination, please talk to your professor or another administrator. 

 

Paper Format: 
Standard MLA format will be required for all final drafts.  All final drafts must be typed and 

double-spaced in 12 point Times New Roman font.  
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 Spring Semester Weekly Schedule 
 

Please note that this schedule is subject to change WITH notice.  As the instructor, I reserve the right to 

modify this schedule as I find it necessary through the course of the semester. 

 

        Date     In-Class Activities        Homework For This Day 
Jan. 11

th
  Syllabus and Introduction Materials Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 

Jan. 18
th

  Guest Speaker 

Paragraph 

Persepolis 

Jan. 25
th

 
 

Group Discussion 1 

IR 

 

Equiano  

Feb. 1
st
  Paragraph Equiano  

Feb. 8
th

  Group Discussion 2 

IR 

“Sarrassine” (Electronic Copy); “Breast-

Giver” (On Reserve) 
Feb. 15

th
  Paragraph Miriam’s Song 

Feb. 22
nd

  Mid-Term Exam in Testing Center Miriam’s Song 
Mar. 1

st
  IR “Separate Ways”; “No Sweetness Here” (On 

Reserve) 
Mar. 8

th
  Group Discussion 3 

Paragraph 

Nectar in a Sieve  

Mar. 22
nd

  IR Rutka’s Notebook 
Mar. 29

th
   “Nacht Schlafen die Ratten Doch” (Xerox); 

“Ladies and Gentlemen to the Gas Chamber” 

(On Reserve) 
Apr. 5

th
  Annotated Bibliography Due 

Paragraph 
Death and the King’s Horseman 

Apr. 12
th

  Group Discussion 4 

 

Arranged Marriages 

Apr. 19
th

  IR Joy Harjo’s Poetry (TBA) 
Apr. 26

th
   Group Discussion 5 

Paragraph 

Final Essay Due 

Study for Final Exam 

May 3
rd

 5:00-

7:00 
 Final Exam 

 
A syllabus is a contract.  Your continued attendance in my class means that you have read and understood the rules, 

policies and guidelines that the syllabus details and that you are willing to comply with each of them. 

 

 
 


