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 Eng 3600: Intro to Literary Criticism 

 

 

Reading itself is extraordinarily hard work.  It does not occur all that often.  Clearheaded reflection on what really 

happens in an act of reading is even more difficult and rare.  

--J. Hillis Miller, The Ethics of Reading (1987) 

 

Have patience with everything that remains unsolved in your heart. Try to love the questions themselves, like locked 

rooms and like books written in a foreign language. Do not now look for the answers. They cannot now be given to 

you because you could not live them. It is a question of experiencing everything. At present you need to live the 

question. Perhaps you will gradually, without even noticing it, find yourself experiencing the answer, some distant 

day. 

--Rainer Maria Rilke 

 

Instructor:  Dr. Comeford       

Section: TR 9:00-10:15, Section 1 

Location: MCDON 209 

Office:  MCDON 232     

E-mail:  acomeford@dixie.edu 

Office Phone: 652-7826      

Office Hours: MW 10:00-12:00; By Appointment 

 

Texts:  Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism 

  Culler, Jonathan.  Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford)   

  Lynn, Steven. Texts and Contexts (Recommended) 

  Post-Structuralism: A Very Short Introduction (Recommended) 

 

General Note on the Course: 

Many introductions to literary theory describe a series of ‘schools’ of criticism.  Theory 

is treated as a series of competing ‘approaches,’ each with its theoretical positions and 

commitments.  But the theoretical movements that introductions identify – such as 

structuralism, deconstruction, feminism, psychoanalysis, Marxism, and new historicism 

– have a lot in common.  This is why people talk about ‘theory’ and not just about 

particular theories.  To introduce theory, it is better to discuss shared questions and 

claims than to survey theoretical schools.  It is preferable to discuss important debates 

that do not oppose one ‘school’ or another but may mark salient divisions within 

movements.  Treating contemporary theory as a set of competing approaches or 

methods of interpretation misses much of its interest and force, which come from its broad challenge to 

common sense, and from its explorations of how meaning is created and human identities take shape. 

 --Jonathan Culler, “Preface,” Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction (1997) 

 

Overall English Department Mission Statement  

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality 

of language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political 

contexts. Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as 

well as learning how to produce focused critical essays.   
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Emphasis Mission Statement (Literature)  

Our literature courses seek to broaden and deepen students’ understanding of the unique value of literary 

expression as an aesthetic form that challenges the senses, the intellect, and the imagination.  Students also 

learn to appreciate the complex relationship between the aesthetic and intellectual aspects of literature and 

the culture and time in which it was produced.    

Course Description  

Required of English majors pursuing an emphasis in Literary Studies.  The course covers the major 

branches of contemporary literary theory. Theoretical perspectives will include structuralism, reader-

oriented theory, feminist theory, new historicist and materialist critique, post-colonialist critique, and 

deconstruction.  Topics may also include foundational problems such as canonicity, class, consumerism, 

gender, ideology, race, sexuality, and textuality.  Prerequisites:  ENGL 2010 (with a grade of C or better) 

and ENGL 2600.  Prerequisite: ENGL 2010 with a grade of C or better. 3 lecture hours per week. 

Course Goals:   

 Goals to be reached in this course:  

 A knowledge and awareness of the importance of critical theory to literary studies.   

 An understanding of the major authors and major movements of literary theory. 

 Read primary texts as a way to understand how those texts have shaped 

theoretical trends. 

Course Learning Outcomes 

      Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

 Explain and identify major authors and tenets associated with particular 

theoretical movements and trends.  

 Recognize and synthesize the broad continuities as well as disputes among past 

and current critics regarding the nature of “literature,” “language,” 

“interpretation,” and other related concepts whose meaning is often taken for 

granted. 

Utilize at least two different theoretical/critical methodologies to analyze literary texts. Course  

 

Additional Objectives: 

Literary theory and criticism is a reading and writing course that emphasizes the connections between 

critical theories as presented through primary texts and their value to a critical and in-depth study of 

literature and culture in all of its forms. The following are some specific goals and outcomes for the course.  

 

 Through a deep and careful study of the primary texts that form the foundations for the major 

critical schools, students will gain a practical understanding that all discussion of literature 

revolves around theoretical concerns and that as we understand the basis for what we term 

“theory” we are better able to engage in discussions about literature, culture, and ideology and 

more importantly our own part in these discussions.  

 As students utilize a variety of critical methods throughout the course in their reading, writing, 

and discussions about various literary texts, they will gain a studied awareness that literary 

criticism does not exist in the absence of literary theory; the former depends on the existence of 

the latter, since even the claim to be pre- or anti-theory is itself theoretical, 

and part of a long (theoretical) tradition.  As such, there is only reading that is 

more self-conscious of its own premises or less so; the goal of the course is to 

make students more self-conscious of their own reading strategies and the 

premises on which they base these strategies. 

 Students will become familiar with the foundations of literary theory through 

the use of primary texts and both understand and illustrate through their 

own writing how those foundations are built upon by contemporary theorists 

and the study of theory today. As such, the course will examine the grounds 

upon which the terminology and techniques taught throughout the course have 

been established and will aim to recognize the broad continuities as well as 

the disputes among past and current critics regarding the nature of “literature,” “language,” 

“interpretation,” and other related concepts whose meaning is often taken for granted.   
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 A guiding thesis of the course will be to explore what most contemporary theorists “have ... in 

common,” as Jonathan Culler suggests — an intellectual history continually concerned with issues 

of representation and reality, truth and lies, subject and object, nature and culture, self and world.  

In so doing, students will see not just distinctions in theoretical concerns but also how those 

concerns overlap, are interchanged, and are still being formulated and re-formulated today, 

thereby encouraging students to participate in the current shaping of “theory” and determining its 

value when reading literary, historical, and cultural texts in a variety of forms and situations. 

 

Course Requirements: 

In order to successfully complete this course, you must complete all of the work, including reading and 

writing assignments. Assignments will be both out-of-class and in-class and will include informal writings, 

exams, group work, online group discussion, and in-class discussion. 

 

CLASS POLICIES 

 

Attendance: 

Due to the difficult nature of the class material and for your own success in the course, attendance is 

mandatory.  Missing more than four days of class, both excused and unexcused will result in a lowering of 

your grade.  Five or more absences will result in automatic failure of the course.  Keep in mind that the 

allowed absences are intended to be used for unavoidable absences due to illness or emergencies.  If you 

miss class for any reason, you are still responsible for the material and content of the class and for any 

assignment given for the next class.  In many ways, theory is like mathematics.  Each concept builds on 

those that come before; if you miss concepts, your foundation for future theories is unstable and you will 

not grasp the full implications of a theoretical approach and the basis for the approach.  

YOU MUST ATTEND CLASS CONSISTENTLY.  If you have to miss, feel free to 

schedule a one-on-one session with me during my office hours to go over the missed 

material.  

 

Please be familiar with the material in the Class Schedule regarding the observance of 

religious holidays, as this explains the policy that will be followed. Students who miss 

class because of university-sanctioned events must present a letter on university 

letterhead, signed by their coach or advisor, which explains the absence. 

 

Late Arrivals/Early Departures: 

Please arrange your schedule so that you can arrive on time and stay for the entire class period.  Repeated 

late arrivals or early departures may be translated into absences.  DO NOT COME IN LATE.  It is 

distracting and discourteous.  Plan to arrive on time! 

 

Illnesses and Emergencies: 

If illness or emergency circumstances will prevent you from completing an 

assignment by its due date, contact me before the due date to request an 

extension.  (Note that you do not need to notify me of absences unless you are 

requesting an extension, although if you would like to know what we are 

covering in class, you should let me know ahead of time or contact one of your 

classmates.)  You can do this by e-mailing me or leaving a message for me on 

the voicemail.  You are responsible for making up missed work as well as any in-

class information that you missed. 

 

Participation: 
Active and meaningful participation is required.  Your participation grade will be determined by your 

performance on homework assignments, class discussions, reading quizzes, and group work.  Active and 

meaningful participation means that you are invested in the class, your work, and your writing.  It also 

means that not only should you be attending class, but you should also actively be engaged in each class 

meeting.  You should ALWAYS have your book with you in class and plan to USE IT EXTENSIVELY.  

Take notes in your book and in a journal both in class and out of class during your reading.  The discourse 

for this class is very dense and will require your full attention and active reading abilities. 
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E-Mail: 

You MUST have access to e-mail for this class.  Every student has a free e-mail account through Dixie 

State College.  Make sure that you have it activated by the end of the first week of the semester.  As such, 

there is no reason why you should not be able to receive attachments and instruction via e-mail.  For 

emergencies and in the event that I have to cancel class for any other reason or give instructions about an 

upcoming class session, I will distribute this information via e-mail to your DSC address. Please plan to 

receive essay assignments and exams via e-mail.  Generally, I will send them through e-mail and then have 

a few hard copies in class to give out as well.  This way, you can type your responses to exams and 

assignments more easily. 

 

Dmail Accounts: 

Important class and college information will be sent to your D-mail account.  This information includes 

your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of important 

dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC.  Also, sometimes 

your instructor will e-mail your entire class about important assignment and/or class information, and they 

will use students’ D-mail accounts to do so.  All DSC students are automatically assigned a D-mail email 

account.  If you don’t know your user name and password, go to www.dixie.edu and select “D-mail,” for 

complete instructions.  You will be held responsible for information sent to your D-mail 

email, so please check it often. 

 

Reading Assignments:  

Doing all of the reading for EVERY class session is MANDATORY AND CRUCIAL to 

your success individually and as a class.  We will be doing as much discussion as lecture, 

and we can’t very well discuss a text if you haven’t read it.  You will find that discussion 

of the class texts will illuminate them and give you an opportunity to untangle difficult 

concepts through discussion with your classmates and with me.  BE PREPARED.  You 

will need to plan on anywhere from 8-10 extra hours of reading/writing per week.  If you 

are not planning to do ALL of the reading and the assignments, perhaps this is not the 

semester for you to take this class.   

 

Grading: 
The familiar A-F grading scale will be used on essays, assignments, and final grades, along with + and-. 

Grades for this course will be determined in this way: 

 

Annotated Bibliography 10%   

Exam 1    15%    

Exam 2                 15% 

Exam 3    15%       

Final Exam    15% 

Participation   10% 

Literary Criticism Essays (2) 20% 

____________________________ 

Total    100%   

 

Class Conduct: 

You are expected to behave courteously and professionally in your interactions with your peers as well as 

with me.  Please remember that the classroom is not the place for taking naps, eating meals, conversing 

with friends, or working on assignments for other classes.  Please turn off cell phones and beepers during 

class time. 

 

Writing Assistance: 

You may find on occasion that you feel the need or desire for additional assistance with your compositions.  

I strongly encourage you to make use of the services of the Writing Center and its trained writing 

consultants throughout the semester.   
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One-to-one writing assistance is available to you free of charge at the DSC Writing Center (this service is 

for writing assignments in all courses, not just English!).  The Writing Center is located in the first floor of 

the Browning Bldg.  Contact Barbara Turnbow at 652-7743 or Chelsi Sutton at 652-7811 for more 

information.  According to the Writing Center’s own official website 

(http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php), “The Writing Center is staffed by peer tutors who 

offer suggestions, instruction, and tips to help you improve your individual skills.  Please keep in mind that 

the Writing Center is not a proofreading service.  We focus on helping you become a better writer rather 

than helping you correct every single mistake in an essay. Tutors give basic suggestions for improvement 

and teach you to review your own papers.  We will do our best to help you improve your writing skills, but 

responsibility for generating a perfectly written, error-free paper lies solely with you.”  

 

You can also consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a 

variety of issues related to writing, and for numerous links to relevant web-

sites.  To reach the page, type the following link in your browser 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, scroll to 

“Academics,” and select “Online Writing Lab.” Additionally, as you are 

working on your writing, you may find the following link to be helpful: 

http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/ (Look under the writing tips link). 

 

Academic Support Services: 

 Testing Center: http://dsc.dixie.edu/testingcenter/officehours.htm 

 Tutoring Center: Located in the Browning Building; The Tutoring Center is located on the first 

floor of the Browning Building and provides one-on-one aid in a variety of subjects. Please check 

the website for up-to-date information on hours of operation as well as answers to a variety of 

questions about the tutoring center: http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

 Library: http://library.dixie.edu/info/hours.html 

Plagiarism and Cheating: 

Plagiarism broadly defined is using another’s words/phraseology as your own; failing to properly cite information 

used; and failing to put quotation marks around quoted material. Plagiarism and academic dishonesty (such as 

cheating) are not tolerated at the College.  Students who inadvertently plagiarize will be given an opportunity to 

correct their mistakes.  However, any paper that is plagiarized deliberately will not be accepted.  The student will 

receive zero points for the assignment, may fail the course, and/or may be referred to the DSC administration for 

further review. I’ve failed students for plagiarism before, and I’ll do it again! It is better to 

earn a lower grade on an assignment than to be expelled from school and have to answer 

for this mistake for the rest of your academic and professional life because you 

plagiarized.  The same consequences will result for any form of cheating including but not 

limited to the following: unauthorized collaboration, copying on exams, discussing exam 

questions with other students before they have taken the exam, copying/pasting materials 

without proper citation. 

 

Important Dates: 

Aug 24 Classwork Starts 

Aug 26 Last Day to Add Without Signature 

Aug 31 Drop fee begins ($10 per class) 

Sep 7 Labor Day 

Sep 8 $50 Late Registration/Payment Fee 

Sep 14 Pell Grant Census 

Sep 14 Last Day for Refund 

Sep 15 Courses dropped for non-payment 

Sep 18 Last Day to Add Classes 

Oct 14 Mid-Term Grades Due 

Oct 15-16 Semester Break 

Oct 19 Last Day to Drop/Audit Classes 

Nov 13 Last Day for Complete Withdrawal 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/testingcenter/officehours.htm
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Nov 17 Career Day 

Nov 25-27 Thanksgiving Break 

Dec 11 Classwork Ends 

Dec 14-18 Final Exams 

 
Final Exam Schedule: 

Mon - Dec 14  Tue - Dec 15  Wed - Dec 16  Thu - Dec 17  Fri - Dec 18  

Daily, MWF, MW, M Only  

Class Time  Exam Time  

9:00  10:00-12:00 

12:00  12:30-2:30 

3:00  3:00-5:00 
  

MW or M Only Classes  

5:00 5:00 
7:30 7:30 
 

TR, T Only 

Class Time  Exam Time  

7:30/8:00 7:00-9:00 

10:30 9:30-11:30 

1:00 12:30-2:30 
  

TR, T Only  

5:00 5:00  
7:30 7:30 
 

Daily, MWF, MW, M Only  

Class Time  Exam Time  

7:00 7:00-9:00 

10:00 9:30-11:30 

1:00 12:00-2:00 
4:00 2:30-4:30 

Wed Only Classes  

5:00  5:00  
7:30  7:30 
 

TR T Only 

Class Time  Exam Time  

9:00 8:00-10:00 

12:00 11:00-1:00 

2:30 2:00-4:00  
  

Thur Only Classes  

5:00 5:00 
7:30 7:30 
 

Daily, MWF, MW, M Only 

Class Time  Exam Time  

8:00 7:30-9:30 

11:00 10:00-12:00 

2:00 12:30-2:30 

  

Fri Only Classes  

5:00 5:00 

7:30 7:30 
 

 

Failed Class Attendance: 
If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop deadline.  

This deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the 

heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the given semester’s class schedule.   

  

Special Accommodations: 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (enacted in 1990) prohibits discrimination based on disability in 

employment, public service, public accommodations, telecommunications, and transportation. The Act is 

intended to afford the disabled equal opportunity and full participation in life activities.  

 

Proper documentation of a disability is required in order to receive services or accommodations.  Any 

student eligible for and requesting reasonable academic accommodations due 

to a disability must provide a letter of accommodation to their professor from 

the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of 

classes.  Please contact the Center on the main campus to follow through with 

the documentation process.  We are located in the Student Services Center 

Room #201, or you may call for an appointment and further information 

regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) at 652-7516 

 

Paper Format: 

Standard MLA format will be required for all assignments, including 

informal responses.  All assignments must be typed and double-spaced in 12 point Times New Roman 

font. 

 

Sexual Harassment Policy: 

DSC's policy against sexual harassment protects both employees of the College as well as students. Under 

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, students who encounter sexual harassment from other 

students are protected. If you encounter unlawful sexual harassment or gender based discrimination, please 

talk to your professor or another administrator.  

 

Homework Assignments: 
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Late work is NOT accepted.  All assignments must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day they 

are due (unless otherwise specified by me).  Occasionally, I will collect work at the end of class if you need 

it to participate in the class discussion.  If you know that you will be absent on a day when an assignment is 

due, you MUST have the assignment to me BEFORE the due date.  I will not accept work after the class 

meets on the day the assignment is due.  This means that you need to complete your assignments early 

so that even if you experience technical difficulties, you can still hand it in on time.  Please remember 

to save ALL of your work in at least two different places (home computer, disk, DSC network, etc.).   

 

Concluding Note: 

Through the course of the semester, we will be using small and large groups for discussion of the texts we 

read as well as various other in-class activities that will require your complete and unrestrained 

participation.  This is an important part of effective communication – learning to listen to your classmate’s 

opinions – so it is important that you learn to listen to ideas from others and learn from their perspectives, 

even if they are different than your own.  I expect ALL students to respect the ideas of their peers and 

refrain from derogatory or degrading comments that may be offensive to classmates or the instructor.  

Always direct your comments and concerns to the issues themselves as they relate to the text, never 

regressing into personal attacks.  Remember to separate the ideas from the person.  I also expect that your 

language will be appropriate for this class.  Profanity or obscene language will NOT be tolerated to 

the least degree while you are in my classroom (before, during, or after).  Consider the following DSC 

policy: “Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to aggressively manage the classroom environment 

to ensure an effective learning climate.  Toward this end, teachers may dismiss and remove disruptive 

students from individual class activities.  If a student’s behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the 

teacher may dismiss and remove disruptive students from their courses.” I will actively make use of this 

policy if necessary. 

 

This is a college course, and I assume that you have a standard competency in grammar and mechanics.  

You will not pass this course without possessing such a competency.  This is not something that we will be 

spending class time on, so if you need additional help here, you will need to get in contact with me early on 

and make other arrangements.  I would strongly recommend that you utilize your grammar and style 

handbooks to help you with these concerns.  Your writing should ALWAYS reflect college level work and 

be academic in both appearance and content. 

 

A syllabus is a contract.  Your continued attendance in my class means that you have read and understood 

the rules, policies and guidelines that the syllabus details and that you are willing to comply with each of 

them. 
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  Fall Semester Weekly Schedule 

Please note that this schedule is subject to change WITH notice.  As the instructor, I reserve the right to modify this 

schedule as I find it necessary through the course of the semester. 

 

Aug. 25
th

 Syllabus and Introduction Materials 

Anatole France, “The Adventures of 

the Soul” (xerox) 

Jonathan Culler, “What is Theory” 

Gorgias of Leotini (29-30), from “Encomium of Helen 

(29-33) 

Aug. 27
th

  Plato (33-37), from The Republic, Book II (49-56), 

Book VII, “The Allegory of the Cave” (64-67) 

Sept. 1
st
 T

 
 Plato continued, Book X (67-80) 

Sept. 3
rd

 R  Aristotle (86-90), Poetics (91-117); Culler: 69-82 

Sept. 8
th

 T  Longinus (135-7), “On Sublimity” 

(138-154) 

Sept. 10
th

 R  Dante, from “Il Convivio” and from “The Letter to Can 

Grande (246-252) 

Sept. 15
th

 T  Samuel Taylor Coleridge, (668-671), from Biographia 

Literaria (674-682); William Wordsworth (645-7), 

Preface to Lyrical Ballads, with Pastoral and Other 

Poems (648-668) 

Sept. 17
th

 R  Percy B. Shelley (695-98), from “A Defence of Poetry” 

(699-717) 

Sept. 22
nd

 T  Karl Marx, (759-63), from “The German Ideology” 

(767-9) 

Sept. 24
th

 R  Marx, from Capital, Volume I (776-786) 

Sept. 39
th

 T  Friedrich Nietzsche (870-3), “On Truth and Lying in a 

Non-Moral Sense” (874-881) 

Oct. 1
st
 R  Nietzsche continued 

Oct. 6
th

 T  Sigmund Freud (913-918), from The Interpretation of 

Dreams (919-929) 

Oct. 8
th

 R Marxist Lit. Criticism Due 

 

Freud continued, “Creative Writers and Day-

Dreaming” (xerox) 

Oct. 13
th

 T Exam I Distributed Ferdinand de Saussure (956-60), from Course on 

General Linguistics (961-77), Culler Chapter 4, 

“Language, Meaning, and Interpretation” (52-65) 

Oct. 20
th

 T Exam I Due Saussure continued 

Oct. 22
nd

 R  Cleanth Brooks (1350), “The Formalist Critics” (1366-

71), and William K. Wimsatt and Monroe C. Beardsley 

(1371-4), “The Intentional Fallacy” (1374-87); Texts 

and Contexts: 14-17 

Oct. 27
th

 T  Roland Barthes “The Death of an Author” (1466-70), 

Oct. 29
th

 R 

 
 Roland Barthes’ Mythologies (1461-1466); Texts and 

Contexts Ch. 6 

Nov. 3
rd

 T  Foucault from “The History of Sexuality” (1648-58), 

Culler Chapter. 8 “Identity, Identification, and the 

Subject” (110-122) 

Nov. 5
th

 R Literary Criticism 2 Due Simone de Beauvoir (1403-6), from The Second Sex 

(1406-14); Texts and Contexts: 31-33; 

Nov. 10
th

 T  Judith Butler (TBA) 

Nov. 12
th

 R Exam II Distributed Paul de Man (1509-1513), “Semiology and Rhetoric” 
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(1514-26), “The Return to Philology” (1527-31); Text 

and Contexts: 20-23, Chapter 5 (Recommended) 

Nov. 19
th

 R Exam II Due Jean-Francois Lyotard “Defining the Postmodern” 

(1609-1615); Jean Baudrillard “The Precession of 

Simulacra” (1729-1741) 

Nov. 24
th

 T  bell hooks “Postmodern Blackness” (2475-2484) 

Dec. 1
st
 T  Stephen Greenblatt from The Power of Forms in the 

English Renaissance (2250-2254); Texts and Contexts: 

23-28, 133-156; Culler: 42-55 

Dec. 3
rd

 R  Chinua Achebe (1781-1794) 

Dec. 8
th

 T Exam III Distributed Stanley Fish (2067-70), “Interpreting the Variorum” 

(2071-89); Texts and Contexts: 17-20; Culler: 108-121, 

Chapter 4 (Recommended) 

Dec. 10
th

 R  Critical Theory Today 

Dec. 17
th

 R 

8:00-10:00 

Exam III Due 

Final Exam 

 

 

 

 


