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HONORS ENGLISH 2010A (Interm. Comp.): Spring2014  

 

The following quotations will be the guiding and underlying principle of the entire course. 

 “It is good to have an end to journey toward; but it is the journey that matters, in the end.” 

-Ursula K. Le Guin 

 “Be patient toward all that is unsolved in your heart and try to love the questions themselves, like 

locked rooms and like books that are now written in a very foreign tongue. Do not now seek the 

answers, which cannot be given you because you would not be able to live them. And the point is, to 

live everything. Live the questions now. Perhaps you will then gradually, without noticing it, live 

along some distant day into the answer.”  

-Rainer Maria Rilke 

 

Instructor:   Dr. A. Comeford       

Section:  TR 10:30-11:45 

Pre-Req:  Eng 1010 with C or higher 

Location:  HCC 493 

Office:   HCC 456     

E-mail:   acomeford@dixie.edu 

Office Phone:  652-7826      

Office Hours: TR 2:30-4:30; By Appointment 

Texts:   Gary Goshgarian, ed.  Dialogues, 7th ed. New York: Longman, 2009. 

   William Kloefkorn and David Lee, Moments of Delicate Balance, Wings Press, 

2011.   

 

Honors Mission Statement: 

As a member of the National Collegiate Honors Council, the Honors Program at Dixie State 

University provides an intensive and rigorous curriculum to motivated students who want a more 

challenging classroom experience that focuses on problem solving, critical thinking, leadership, and 

social responsibility. 

 

Honors Course Description:  
Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Provides opportunities to analyze and write 

academic papers, including the research-supported essay, through writing and revising a number of 

essays. Other activities, such as portfolios, library research, and tests may be used to help students 

improve their writing of advanced-level papers. Successful students will demonstrate competence in 

the use of standard written English, in analyzing texts, in correctly paraphrasing, summarizing and 

quoting source material, and in appropriately citing the work of others. Honors designation indicates 

greater student interaction, higher level of inquiry, and public presentation of a research project. 

Prerequisites: Admission to the DSU Honors Program OR program director permission; AND 

ENGL 1010 or ENGL 1010A (Grade C or higher); AND LIB 1010 (can be  

concurrently enrolled) or LIB 1000. SP 

 

General Minimum Writing Requirements:  

 

Students in this course will:    
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 Write 2-3 short papers (2000 words total) in genres such as analysis, classification, persuasion, pro-

con, or cause-effect.  (Narrative and descriptive papers should not be assigned in English 2010.)  

 Write at least one 10-12 page research paper that incorporates a sufficient number of credible sources 

(from such places as the DSC Library’s article databases, book catalog, subject-specific 

encyclopedias, and/or Utah’s catalog).   

 Produce an annotated bibliography of at least 6 sources (ideally, in preparation for the 10-12 page 

research paper).   

 Engage in opportunities to draft and revise, and receive instructor feedback on early drafts (such as 

non-graded first drafts).   

 Write a total of at least 18 essay pages over the course of the semester (4500 words)  

 

 

Specific Objectives of the Course:  

 

WRITING OBJECTIVES 

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 

 Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including planning, brainstorming, 

organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading. 

 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the 

selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 

 Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of support 

material. 

 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of repeated key words, 

pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and parallel structure. 

 Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs 

and the paper as a whole. 

 Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce the subject, state the 

thesis, suggest a plan of development, and set the tone. 

 Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring the discussion to an 

end, and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize key points.   

 Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 

 Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer adequate supporting 

detail, and are joined by appropriate transitions. 

 Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process.  

 Use concise and precise language. 

 Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 

 Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need for precise 

expression. 

 Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active and precise verbs.   

 Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt and necessary. 

 Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety.  

 Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading ambiguities. 

 Recognize and avoid jargon. 

 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 

 Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 

 

READING AND THINKING OBJECTIVES 

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 

 Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 
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 Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and audience. 

 Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 

 Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.   

 

RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING OBJECTIVES  

     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

 Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources.   

 Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and the variety of 

electronic databases available for research. 

 Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 

 Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, bibliographic form, 

and research paper format. 

 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas.   

 Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper.   

CLASS POLICIES 

Attendance: 

Attendance is mandatory.  If you miss the equivalent (even non-consecutive) of two weeks of 

classes, your grade will be lowered automatically one full letter grade.  If you miss the equivalent 

(even non-consecutive) of three weeks of classes, you will automatically fail the course.  Keep in 

mind that the allowed absences are intended to be used for unavoidable absences due to illness or 

emergencies.  If you miss class for any reason (even school functions), you are still responsible for 

the material and content of the class and for any assignment given for the next class. According to 

official DSC policy, “One week prior to an absence, the student will meet with the instructor to 

arrange a reasonable accommodation.” This includes all absences for school functions.  If you do not 

met with me one week prior to the absence, I will not feel obligated to make any assignment 

accommodations and you will receive zeros for any assignments due that day. 

 

Late Arrivals/Early Departures:  

Please arrange your schedule so that you can arrive on time and stay for the entire class period.  

Repeated late arrivals or early departures may be translated into absences. 

 

Illnesses and Emergencies: 

If illness or emergency circumstances will prevent you from completing an assignment by its due 

date, contact me before the due date to request an extension.  (Note that you do not need to notify me 

of absences unless you are requesting an extension or permission to make assignment 

accommodations.)  You can do this by e-mailing me or leaving a message for me on my voicemail.  

You are responsible for making up missed work as well as any in-class information that you missed. 

 

Participation: 
Active and meaningful participation is required.  Your participation grade will be determined by 

your performance on homework assignments, class discussions, reading quizzes, and group work.  

Active and meaningful participation means that you are invested in the class, your work, and your 

writing. As a general rule, these points CANNOT BE MADE UP, since you have to be physically 

present and involved in order to earn them. Discussions and impromptu in-class activities that stem 

from what is happening at that moment in class cannot, obviously, be replicated and hence cannot be 

made up. 

Grading: 
The familiar A-F grading scale will be used on essays, assignments, and for final grades (along with + and). 

Please read the Grading Criteria Sheet attached to each essay as it is assigned.  Grades for this course will be 

determined in this way: 

 

Annotated Bibliographies  5% 
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Essay 1 (100 pts.)   10%    

Essay 2 (100 pts.)              15% 

Mid-Term Exam (TBA)   10%       

Participation (TBA)   10% 

Essay 3 (100 pts.)   15% 

Final Essay (100 pts.)   20%    

Presentations (100 pts)   5% 

Final Exam (TBA)   10% 

____________________________ 

Total     100%   

 

A: 95-100 A-: 90-94 B+: 87-89 B: 84-86 B-: 80-83 

C+: 78-79 C: 74-77 C-: 70-73 D+: 67-69 D: 64-66  

D-: 60-63 F: 0-59 

 

I will add up all applicable points in each category, multiply it by the equivalent percentage and add each 

category together for a final point total. For example, if the participation points end up being 75, I will 

multiply that number by .10 and add the number to the other categories. 

 

Homework Assignments and Exams: I do not accept late work. Period. If you do not have an assignment 

ready at the beginning of class, unless you have made other accommodations with me ahead of time, the 

assignment will not be accepted. That means you will need to be on time in order to receive credit for in-

class assignments. As such, do not assume that technology will be nice to you at the last minute, because it 

usually won’t. Make sure that your printer has ink and that you have your assignments saved in at least two, 

preferably three, places: a disc, home hard drive (if you have one), and the DSC server. Technology is not a 

good excuse, as too many back-up options are available for it to be a viable excuse in the year 2013. 

 

In-class quizzes may not be made up, unless you arrange with me to take the quiz prior to your absence. Any 

scheduled exams also may not be made up. Trips, vacations, cruises, family reunions, flights, whatever, 

should NOT be scheduled in conflict with exams.  Mid-term and final exams will not be given early or late. 

Please look at the college and class schedule before making arrangements to be absent. 

 

Class Conduct: 

You are expected to behave courteously and professionally in your interactions with your peers as 

well as with me.  Please remember that the classroom is not the place for taking naps, eating meals, 

conversing with friends, or working on assignments for other classes.  And ABSOLUTELY NO 

TEXTING! It is rude and disrespectful to be texting while others are talking, which includes both 

the instructor and other students. I will not tolerate texting in class. If I even see a cell phone, texting 

device, Ipod, or mp3 player (or head-phones) out during class, you will be asked to leave 

immediately, and I will be hesitant to let you return. While we all occasionally forget to turn of cell 

phones and beepers when we should and are embarrassed when they ring, texting is an entirely 

actionable behavior on your part, so if you are texting during class, there is, frankly, no excuse. 

Please turn off cell phones and beepers during class time. 

 

Writing Assistance: 

You may find on occasion that you feel the need or desire for additional assistance with your 

compositions.  I strongly encourage you to make use of the services of the Writing Center and its 

trained writing consultants throughout the semester.   

 

One-to-one writing assistance is available to you free of charge at the DSC Writing Center (this 

service is for writing assignments in all courses, not just English!).  The Writing Center is located in 

HCC 421.  According to the Writing Center’s own official website 
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(http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php), “The Writing Center is staffed by peer 

tutors who offer suggestions, instruction, and tips to help you improve your individual skills.  Please 

keep in mind that the Writing Center is not a proofreading service.  We focus on helping you become 

a better writer rather than helping you correct every single mistake in an essay. Tutors give basic 

suggestions for improvement and teach you to review your own papers.  We will do our best to 

help you improve your writing skills, but responsibility for generating a perfectly written, error-free 

paper lies solely with you.”  

 

You can also consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues related to 

writing, and for numerous links to relevant web-sites.  To reach the page, type the following link in 

your browser http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/, or go to the DSC home page, scroll to “Academics,” and 

select “Online Writing Lab.” Additionally, as you are working on your writing, you may find the 

following link to be helpful: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/ (Look under the writing tips link). 

 

 

 

 

Academic Support Services: 
 

Tutoring Writing Center Library Computer Center Testing 

Center 

Tutoring services are 

provided for all 

registered DSC 

students and is 

available for all 

subjects. 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/tuto

ring/index.htm 

 

The writing center is 

in the Browning 

Learning Center. The 

online writing center 

can be accessed at 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/o

wl/ 

 

Online help for the 

Browning Library 

can be accessed at: 

http://new.dixie.edu/l

ibrary/index.php 

The Smith 

Computer Center is 

available for 

students who need 

technology services 

to complete 

homework 

assignments and 

research for any 

course on campus. 

 Check at the facility 

for time schedule. 

Location: Avenna 

Ctr. 

The hours 

and location 

are posted 

online at 

http://new.di

xie.edu/testin

g/index.php 

 

 

 

DSC E-mail Accounts: 

Important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail account. This information includes your 

DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, and notification of dropped classes, reminders of important dates 

and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC. All DSC students are 

automatically assigned an e-mail account. If you don't know your user name and password, go to 

http://dmail.dixie.edu for complete instructions. You will be held responsible for information sent to your 

Dmail, so please check it often. 

  
Plagiarism and Academic Misconduct: 

Plagiarism broadly defined is using another’s words/phraseology as your own; failing to properly cite 
information used; and failing to put quotation marks around quoted material. Plagiarism and academic 
dishonesty (such as cheating) are not tolerated at the College.  Under the “Student Rights and 
Responsibilities Code,” Section 33.5.1.4 on Dixie’s home page, plagiarism is thoroughly defined. Please 
access this page and read the definition carefully: http://www.dixie.edu/catalog/File/code.pdf. 
 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://new.dixie.edu/library/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/library/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
https://mail.dixie.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=edb877c8a6c24c7c99777bb1578cc71a&URL=http%3a%2f%2fdmail.dixie.edu%2f
http://www.dixie.edu/catalog/File/code.pdf
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 Students who inadvertently plagiarize will be given an opportunity to correct their mistakes.  However, 
any paper that is plagiarized deliberately will not be accepted.  The student will receive zero points for 
the assignment, may fail the course, and/or may be referred to the Department Chair or Dean for 
further review and sanctions. I’ve failed students for plagiarism before, and I’ll do it again! It is better to 
earn a lower grade on an assignment than to be expelled from school and have to answer for this 
mistake for the rest of your academic and professional life because you plagiarized.  The same 
consequences will result for any form of cheating including but not limited to the following: 
unauthorized collaboration, copying on exams, discussing exam questions with other students before 
they have taken the exam, copying/pasting materials without proper citation.  

 
Sexual Harassment Policy:  

DSU's policy against sexual harassment protects both employees of the College as well as students. 
Under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, students who encounter sexual harassment from 
other students are protected. If you encounter unlawful sexual harassment or gender based 
discrimination, please talk to your professor or another administrator.  

 
University Concerns, Problems, Physical or Psychological Difficulties: 
 

We have several resources on campus to help with problems of a variety of types. If you are 
experiencing harassment, conflict, or difficulties that do not seem to be covered by any formal channel 
or you simply wish to have them resolved in a more informal way, there is now a third-party neutral 
office on campus to assist you. This is the Office of the Ombuds. They will be opening after Fall Break 
and will be available to help you find ways to successfully resolve conflict. For more information, here is 
the web address: www.dixie.edu/ombuds.  

 
College is a demanding and difficult experience, physically, emotionally, and spiritually. There is nothing 
wrong with you if you experience difficulties in any of these areas. And sometimes these difficulties 
become more than we can handle on our own. You need to know that the university has resources 
available to help you. And there is no shame or embarrassment in admitting that you need help and then 
seeking it. In fact, seeking help is an act of great courage. Please do so. If you need help, please contact 
the DSU Health and Wellness Center. They offer medical aid as well as counseling. If you are unsure 
of what to do, please ask, and I will put you in touch with the right people. There is no reason at all for 
you to approach difficulties on your own. Let the university and its resources help you. Here is the web 
address for the Health and Wellness Center: http://www.dixie.edu/wellness/. 

 

Important Dates and Final Exam Schedule:  

http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=schedule 

 

Failed Class Attendance: 

If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s drop 

deadline.  This deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left 

column, under the heading “Quick Links.”  Click on the given semester’s class schedule.   

 

Special Accommodations: 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (enacted in 1990) prohibits discrimination based on disability in 

employment, public service, public accommodations, telecommunications, and transportation. The 

Act is intended to afford individuals with disabilities equal opportunity and full participation in life 

activities.  

 

Proper documentation of a disability is required in order to receive services or accommodations.  

Any student eligible for and requesting reasonable academic accommodations due to a disability 

must provide a letter of accommodation to their professor from the Disability Resource Center 

within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes.  Please contact the Center on the main campus 

http://www.dixie.edu/ombuds
http://www.dixie.edu/wellness/
http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=schedule
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to follow through with the documentation process.  We are located in the Student Services Center 

Room #201, or you may call for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans 

with Disabilities Act (ADA) at 652-7516. 

 

Paper Format: 

Standard MLA format will be required for all final drafts.  All final drafts must be typed and 

double-spaced in 12 point Times New Roman font. 

 

Concluding Note: 

Through the course of the semester, we will be using small and large groups for discussion of the literature 

we read as well as various other in-class activities that will require your complete and unrestrained 

participation.  This is an important part of understanding rhetoric, argument, and persuasion – learning to 

listen to your classmate’s opinions – so it is important that you learn to listen to ideas from others, even if 

they are different than your own.  I expect ALL students to respect the ideas of their peers and refrain from 

derogatory or degrading comments that may be offensive to classmates or the instructor.  Always direct your 

comments and concerns to the issues and positions themselves, never regressing into personal attacks.  

Remember to separate the issue from the person.  Profanity and vulgar/crude language will not be tolerated 

before, during, or after class.  Consider the following DSC policy: “Teachers at Dixie State College have the 

right to aggressively manage the classroom environment to ensure an effective learning climate.  Toward this 

end, teachers may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities.  If a student’s 

behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and remove disruptive students from 

their courses.” I will actively make use of this policy if necessary. 

 

 

This is a college course, and I assume that you have a standard competency in grammar and mechanics.  You 

will not pass this course without possessing such a competency.  This is not something that we will be 

spending much class time on, so if you need additional help here, you will need to get in contact with me 

early on and make other arrangements.  I would strongly recommend that you utilize a grammar handbook to 

help you with these concerns.  Your writing should ALWAYS reflect college level work and be academic in 

both appearance and content. 

 

A syllabus is a contract.  Your continued attendance in my class means that you have read and understood 

the rules, policies and guidelines that the syllabus details and that you are willing to comply with each of 

them. 

 

 

Course Schedule and Units 

 

The class will be comprised of several different units or segments, but the controlling and underlying idea 

will be a carpe diem approach. In other words, as committed academics and scholars, we spend such a 

tremendous amount of time with our studies, in addition to our other responsibilities, that we often do not 

take the time to live the lives we would like or explore the events and experiences that we know would make 

us better and more well-rounded individuals. This semester is the time to do just that. We will be 

participating in new events and activities, and exploring the role that writing has in enriching all of our lives, 

from informational texts, to persuasive rhetorical texts, to visual mediums, to narrative and literature.  

 

The main focus for the research component of the class will be the final research paper that will be based 

around something new that you choose to experience during the semester. This research will include your 

own experience, face-to-face interviews with experts on the topic, traditional academic research, and a final 

presentation wherein you will seek to convince the rest of us that during our semester break, we ought to 

engage in the experience you chose for your research. 
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Here is the project in a nutshell. 

 

The Carpe Diem Project will encompass a large portion of the sixteen weeks of class, so you should find 

something that you can successfully and happily live with for that long.  The basis of the project is that we all 

often find ourselves too busy “living life” to really LIVE life, and we pass up opportunities to experience 

new adventures and make new goals because we are too busy. For this semester, your too-busy life has 

become the chance to experience something new. You will need to find an activity to experience that you’ve 

always wanted to do but never quite been able to find the time and then translate that activity into writing. 

The project will consist roughly of the following steps and assignments. 

 

1. Brainstorm possible activities. 

2. Research what is necessary in order for you to participate. 

3. Write a proposal essay about the activity: what you already know about it, what assumptions 

you may have about the activity or the people who regularly participate in it, what you would 

like to find out or what you believe you will find out, what you will need to prepare or do in 

order to participate.  In other words, convince me that this activity is worthwhile and you have a 

real interest in it! 

4. Set up a time and place to participate. 

5. DO THE ACTIVITY! 

6. Determine what you learned from your experience and what questions you have and what you 

would further like to know. 

7. Craft solid, interesting, and focused interview questions to ask an expert. 

8. Find an expert and regular participants in the area and set up interview appointments. 

9. Interview the expert and participants. 

10. Write a short informative essay about the activity based on your own experience and the 

interview(s). 

11. Research your topic for its history, current popularity, jargon, people who are involved, who 

might hold contrary views to your approach to the topic, and determine the best reasons why 

others might want to be involved, etc. 

12. Research what the particular needs are for this community of participants and determine how 

writing/language and your writing skills in particular might aid this community in their goals. 

13. Develop a plan about how you, with your writing and research skills, might take action to aid the 

group or community. 

14. Incorporate the interview and your research into a final persuasive essay that informs readers 

about the activity, seeks solutions to problems facing the community, makes an argument for 

why the activity and its related areas add value to a community/culture/society, and convinces 

me and class members to take up your activity during our semester break.   

15. Prepare a twenty-minute public talk about your topic that takes into consideration the research, 

your own experiences, and the persuasive techniques you will have learned in the class.  

16. Write a final editorial about the most persuasive and positive aspects of your activity to submit 

to the local newspaper that will provide some publicity for the community in which you have 

now become involved.  

 

The following rules apply to the experience you choose, though they are not all-inclusive. I reserve the right 

to say no to any experience that I feel is inappropriate for any reason, whether listed here or not. 

 

1. Nothing inherently dangerous or likely (even possibly) to result in physical, emotional, or mental 

harm to yourself or others (i.e. bungee jumping, sky diving, certain types of rock climbing, 

snowboarding, etc.) 

2. Nothing that may adversely impact or injure others. 

3. Must have a non-cultish following and be accepted by a wide group of others as having value. 
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4. Nothing ILLEGAL! (And this includes if it is illegal for any group, even if it is technically legal 

for you, i.e. drinking, gambling, smoking, adult stores, etc.) 

 

Here are some ideas you might consider, though this list is obviously not complete!  Just a few that students 

have chosen in the past.  

 

1. Attend a new campus club activity/meeting 

2. Dancing (Latin, Tap, Jazz, Irish-Step Dancing, Clogging, Belly Dancing, Waltz or other ballroom 

dancing, Hip-Hop, etc.) 

3. Martial Arts 

4. Musical Instrument 

5. Sewing 

6. Vocal Lesson 

7. Physical Fitness (e.g. Tae Bo, aerobics, swimming, health club, weight lifting, running, etc.) 

8. Culinary (e.g. cooking, table settings and etiquette, baking, etc.) 

9. Hiking 

10. Horticulture 

11. Fishing 

12. Online Date/Match Profile (This must be one of the nationally recognized, mainstream services) 

13. Reading Tarot Cards 

14. Yoga/Pilates 

15. Photography 

16. Home Décor and Crafts (e.g. make a floral arrangement for your house, etc.) 

17. Filming 

18. Learn to drive a manual transmission vehicle 

19. Comedy Club 

20. Attend a religious/church service that is not your own 

21. Dinosaur Tracks Museum 

22. Local Volunteer Work 

23. Visit an Art Gallery  

24. Attend a Community Theater 

25. Audition For a Play 

26. Skateboard/Rollerblade 

27. Sports/Athletics (baseball, b-ball, v-ball, track and field, lacrosse, rugby, football, soccer, etc.) 

28. Police Ride-Along 

29. Scuba Diving 

30. Learn a Foreign Language 

31. Job Shadowing 

32. Attend a Trial at the Courthouse 

33. Local Historic Tours/Sights 

34. Visit a National or State Park (that you have not visited before) 

35. Family History Interviews/Projects 

36. Furniture Refinishing 

37. Attend a Rodeo/Sporting Event 

38. Try a Unique/New Restaurant or Unique International Food Type (e.g. sushi, curry, etc.)  

39. Create a Blog/Vlog or Webpage 

40. Attend a new cultural event (e.g. ballet, jazz concert, symphony, etc.) 

41. Quilting 

42. Learn to Swim With an Expert 

43. Learn to do a Handspring 

44. Giving up something (like Facebook, swearing, your favorite candy) 

45. Vegetarianism 
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46. Nutritional/Physical Fitness Plan 

47. Dolphin Exhibit in Las Vegas 

48. Write a short story or a play 

49. Change a tire/change your oil/car maintenance 

50. Cooking lessons (a favorite family recipe or a new style of cooking like Chinese food, Italian, etc.) 

51. Write and Illustrate a Children’s Book 

52. Learn to Draw/Paint/Throw Pottery 

53. Magic/Illusion 

54. Scrapbooking 

55. Wildlife Museum 

56. Cake Decorating 

57. Card Tricks 

58. Telescopes and Stargazing (e.g. visit the Aschroft Observatory in Cedar City, learn the 

constellations, etc.) 

59. Carpentry (e.g. build something) 

60. Handwork (e.g. Knitting, Embroidery, Cross-stitch, etc.) 

61. Learn a New Computer Program 

62. Try something again that you loved in your youth and have since moved away from doing 

63. Paintballing 

64. Ride a Horse (with an expert) 

65. Horse Racing 

66. Gold Panning 

67. Laser Tag 

68. Camping 

69. Spend Time With A Child (that you otherwise wouldn’t….read during the children’s hour at the 

library, volunteer with a children’s group, etc.) 

70. Civics (Write a letter to the newspaper editor or congressional representative) 

71. Costume activity (e.g. dress up like a clown for a child’s b-day party) 

72. Attend a City Council Meeting 

73. Roller Coaster 

74. Shark Reef at Mandalay Bay 

75. Speed Dating 

76. Golfing 

77. Make Balloon Animals 

78. Pedicure/Manicure 

79. Make Candles 

80. Have A Piñata Party 

81. Play Pool/Billiards 

82. Origami  

83. Fly-Fishing 

84. Attend or participate in a poetry reading 

85. Psychic Reading 

86. Community Service 

87. Hospital Service 

88. Human Body Exhibit in LV 

89. Host a multi-course dinner party 

90. Host a fondue dinner/dessert event 

91. Make a Japanese lunch(box) 

92. Attend a music concert (different than your normal interests) 

93. Volunteer at a nursing or retirement home 
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Spring Semester Weekly Schedule 

Please note that this schedule is subject to change WITH notice.  As the instructor, I reserve the right to modify this schedule 

as I find it necessary throughout the course of the session. 
 

Jan. 7
th
 T Introduction Materials and 

Syllabus 

 

Chapter 1 (pp 3-19) 

Jan. 9
th
 R  Chapter 3 (59-78) 

Jan. 14
th
 T  Brainstorm Possible Project Ideas, Preliminary 

Research 

Jan. 16
th
 R Paper Idea Due 

Introduce Annotated Bib. BRING 

BOOK TO CLASS 

Chapter 2 (pp 26-40, 41-43, 46-57) 

Jan.21
st
 T  Drafting 

Jan. 23
rd

 R Proposal Essay RD Due in Class 

 

Drafting 

Jan. 28
th
 T No Class; Conferences  Drafting 

Jan. 30
th
 R No Class Due to Conferences Drafting; “The Value of Discomfort” 

Feb. 4
th
 T Final Proposal Essay Due 

Meet Outside; Group Discussion 

Drafting Interview Essays (Xerox) 

Feb. 6
th
 R  Schedule Interviews; Chapter 9 (241-265) 

Feb. 11
th
 T 10 Interview Questions Due Chapter 4 (80-92, 101-111) 

Feb. 13
th
 R  “What I Think About the Fashion World” (363); 

“The Bully in the Mirror” (432) 

Feb. 18
th
 T Group Discussion Drafting  

Feb. 20
th
 R Interview Essay RD Due Study for Mid-Term; Chapter 5 (113-116, 130-136) 

Feb. 25
th
 T Mid-Term Exam in Testing Center “A’s for Everyone!” (457); “What’s Wrong With 

Vocational School?” (444) 

Feb. 27
th
 R Interview Essay Final Due 

Group Discussion 

Chapter 6 (155-167, 170-175) 

Mar. 4
th
 T  Read Rhetorical Analysis Essay (TBA) 

Mar. 6
th
 R “I Have a Dream” Chapter 8 (202-239) 

Mar. 18
th
 T  

Sonny’s Blues Excerpt 

Mar. 20
th
 R  

Drafting 

Mar. 25
th
 T Rhetorical Analysis Essay RD 

Due 

Moments of Delicate Balance 

Mar. 27
th
 R  Drafting; Moments of Delicate Balance 

Apr. 1
st
 T Rhetorical Analysis Essay Final 

Due 

“My Facebook, My Self” (571); “Facebook Sees 

Dead People” (588) 

Apr. 3
rd

 R 
Group Discussion 

“Welcome to the Fun Free University” 

Apr. 8
th
 T Group Discussion Drafting, Presentation Prep 

Apr. 10
th
 R 

Presentations 

Annotated Bibliography Due 

Drafting, Presentation Prep 

Apr. 15
th
 T Presentations Drafting, Presentation Prep 

Apr. 17
th
 R Presentations Drafting, Presentation Prep 

Apr. 22
nd

 T Presentations Study for Final Exam 

May. 1
st
 R  

9:30-11:30 

Final Exam/Editorial 

Final Essay Due 
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