
 

     DSU English 1010 Introduction to Writing      

 

   ENGL 1010-10                                                           Professor Joy Cooney 

   CRN 40267; 3 GE credit hours                                                                                    cooney@dixie.edu  

   TR  9:00 – 10:15                                                  Office: HCC 448 

   Fall 2014                                                                                        Phone: 879-4294 

   McDonald 207                                                               Office hours: MW 9:00-12:00 & 1:00-3:00 

   Co-req: LIB 1010                                                     TR  12:30-2:30 

 

REQUIRED MATERIALS  

 Backpack Writing, Third Edition, Lester Faigley 

 1010 and 2010 Research Guide, compiled by Ed Reber, available in the DSU Bookstore  

 Access to Canvas, and access to Word or PDF formatting 

 

MISSIONS, OBECTIVES, AND OUTCOMES    

 
English Department Mission Statement 

The English Department at Dixie State University of Utah strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of 
language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political contexts. Students 
who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning how to produce 
focused critical essays. 
 
Composition Program Mission Statement  

As a subset to the English Department, the Composition Program seeks to fulfill the mission of both the department and 
the overall college GE mission. In particular, the program wants to strengthen students’ skills and confidence in writing 
and critical thinking. It also seeks to increase students’ written fluency, and help them better formulate and organize 
ideas into focused, developed, articulate, and persuasive essays.  
 
English 1010 Course Description 

Partially fulfills General Education English requirement. Designed to improve students' abilities to read, analyze, and 
write expository papers. Provides opportunities to write and revise a number of essays. Activities, library research, 
portfolios, writing to a style guide, and tests may also be used to prepare students to write college-level papers. 
Successful completers (grade C or higher) will be prepared to take ENGL 2010. Prerequisite: LIB 1010 (can be taken 
concurrently); AND English placement score 19 or higher OR ENGL 0990 (Grade C or higher and if ENGL 0995 required, 
Grade C or higher); AND Reading placement score 17 or higher OR ENGL 1470 (Grade C or higher). FA, SP, SU  

 
Program Learning Outcomes  

Introduces the following program learning outcomes: PLO1=Critical Strategies; PLO2=Cultural and Ideological 
Awareness; PLO3=Collaborative Learning; PLO4=Research and Information Literacy; and PLO5= Professional 
Development-Full Program Outcomes can be found at: http://www.dixie.edu/english/.php  
 
Course Learning Outcomes  

Reading & Thinking Outcomes— By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  
1. Identify a writer’s purpose/thesis. (PLO1, 5)  

2. Understand a writer’s organization and structure. (PLO1, 5)  

3. Recognize a writer’s tone, i.e., an author’s attitude toward subject and audience. (PLO 1, 2, 5)  

4. Assess the effectiveness of a writer’s presentation of detail in support of a main idea. (PLO 1, 4, 5)  

5. Analyze a writer’s possible underlying assumptions and biases. (PLO 1, 2, 4, 5)  



 
6. Recognize and avoid fallacies in reasoning. (PLO1, 2, 4, 5)  

7. Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. (PLO1, 2, 4, 5)  
 
Writing Outcomes— By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. (PLO1, 2, 4, 5)  
2. Understand the value of the writing process as it can happen in stages, including planning, brainstorming, 

organizing, rough-draft writing, revising, and proofreading. (PLO1, 3, 4, 5)  
3. Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement that will control the selection, 

arrangement, and presentation of material. (PLO1, 4, 5)  
4. Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of categories, topic sentences, 

transitions, parallel structure, and repeated key words and synonyms. (PLO1, 4, 5)  
5. Know and use developmental strategies necessary to write individual paragraphs and the paper as a whole. 

(PLO1, 4,5)  
6. Write unified, coherent, and developed paragraphs that effectively use topic sentences, repeated key terms, 

synonyms, pronouns, and transitions. (PLO 1, 4, 5)  
7. Compose introductory paragraphs that get the reader's attention, state the thesis, suggest a plan of 

development, make positive first impressions, and set the tone. (PLO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5)  
8. Compose concluding paragraphs that give a sense of closure. (PLO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5)  
9. Recognize and avoid fragments, run-ons, fused sentences/comma splices, faulty modifiers, and problems with 

subject/verb agreement and pronoun agreement. (PLO 1, 4, 5)  
10. Consistently use punctuation and mechanics in a manner consistent with standard written English. (PLO 1, 4, 5)  
11. Understand choices related to style, emphasis, and sentence variety. (PLO1, 4, 5)  

 
Research Outcomes— By the end of English 1010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  

1. Critically assess research information and incorporate such research into their papers. (PLO4, 5)  

2. Paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material in their own writing. (PLO 4, 5)  

3. Understand and avoid plagiarism. (PLO4, 5)  

4. Know when and how to use the following methods of incorporation: (PLO4, 5)  
a. Introduction of quotations and paraphrases.  

b. Use of quotation marks, brackets, and ellipses.  

c. Use of long quotations.  

d. Use of passages combining paraphrases and quotations.  

e. Proper forms for documenting and citing of sources.  
5. Use a broad array of the DSC Library’s print and online research resources, such as the library catalog, subject-

specific encyclopedias, article databases, and Utah’s catalog. (PLO4, 5)  

6. Use the MLA style of source lead-ins (when appropriate), parenthetical documentation, and bibliographic form. 
(PLO 4, 5)  

7. Develop a preliminary bibliography, notes, and an outline (or other organizational strategy) as steps in writing a 
research paper. (PLO4, 5)  

 

INSTITUTIONAL & CLASS POLICIES 

 
Attendance Policy 

 Your success in this course depends on your class attendance, preparedness, and participation. You are granted 
4 absences without penalty. For every session of class missed after that, your grade will be reduced one full 
grade (a B- becomes a C-); if you miss the equivalent of 8 class periods (for any reason), you cannot not pass this 
course.  

 You must be present to earn credit for tests and in-class activities. 
 In accordance with Dixie State’s policy, students may be excused from class for legitimate university functions 

such as athletics and student leadership activities. However, any work and/or quizzes or exams that may take 
place during the student’s absence must be completed before the student leaves for the required activity. If you 



 
are a student athlete, I must see a copy of your away-games schedule the first week of the semester. 

 I allow absences for a student’s observance of declared holy days associated with his or her professed religion. 
However, any work and/or quizzes or exams that may take place during the student’s absence must be 
completed before the holy day. In no case can quizzes or exams be taken late, and written assignments turned in 
after the due date will be considered late. 

 If you stop attending class, you must officially withdraw from the course. The deadline to withdraw from the 
course for Fall 2014 is September 15.  
 

Assignment Completion Policy 

Students must complete all major assignments in English 1010 to be eligible for a passing grade. Refer to the schedule 
attached for all due dates. 
 
Academic Integrity Policy 

In this class, if you plagiarize any portion of any assignment, you will not earn any points for that assignment, and you 
must meet with the instructor before you begin work on the next assignment. The instructor maintains the right to fail 
you in the course for any single instance of plagiarism. If you plagiarize the final essay, you will absolutely fail the course.  
 
The Dixie State University Policies and Procedures academic integrity policy is written (in part) as follows: 

34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State University, including but not 
limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams or 
quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State University may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 
 

34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 

34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course, 

34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on  
   probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 
 

34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal  
          those disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-35) 

Ethics Policy 

Ethics goes beyond academic integrity. Write and behave ethically in all ways, including engaging fairly in our 
classroom community, with deliberate intent to represent yourself honestly. Be professional and civil. Engage in 
lively debate that allows others to represent their opinions without fear of personal attacks. Respect the instructor, 
the other students, yourself, and the academic environment of our classroom. Celebrate diversity of race, ethnicity, 
religion, politics, gender, sexual orientation, experience, and age. Finally, recognize and seize opportunities to think 
critically and be an engaged, productive student-citizen.  
 

Civil Behavior Policy 

Instructors at Dixie State University have the right to manage their classroom environment to ensure a good learning 
climate. Toward this end, instructors (and campus security) may dismiss or remove disruptive students from class. If 
a safe learning environment is compromised, the instructor has the right to dismiss class. Disruptive or uncivil 
behavior may result in failing the course. 

 
Computer Usage and Mobile Device Policy 

Please do not use laptops or mobile devices for anything other than relevant course work. Students who use 
computers and mobile devices during this class for anything not related to course work will be asked to leave class 
for the day and will be marked absent and not earn credit for that day’s activities. Students who persistently abuse 
this privilege may fail the course. 

 
Late/Missing Work Policy 

 As stated in the attendance policy, you must be present to earn credit for tests and in-class activities. 



 
 All assignments must be turned in at the beginning of class (or when I call for them during class). Work that is 

not turned in when I call for it (or before) will be considered late. Work that is 1 minute to 24 hours late will be 
docked 20%. Work that is 24-48 hours late will be docked 40%, and so on. I will not accept your Paper 3 final 
draft more than 24 hours after it is due; for Paper 3 only, you will receive a 10% deduction if it less than 2 hours 
late, a 20% deduction if it is between 2 and 6 hours late, and a 50% deduction if it is between 6 and 24 hours 
late. 

 
Student Support Services 

       Disability Support Services 
If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning difference requesting reasonable academic 
accommodations due to this disability, you must provide an official request of accommodation to your 
professor(s) from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes. You may 
call (435) 652-7516 or visit the DRC in the North Plaza. 

 
       Library, Writing Center, and Testing Center  

 — Library    http://library.dixie.edu/  
 — Writing Center  http://dixiewritingcenter.com/ 
 — Testing Center  http://www.dixie.edu/testing/ 

  — Tutoring Center        http://www.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 
  — Academic Advising http://dixie.edu/advisement/ 
 

        Dmail  
Important class and university information will be sent to your Dmail email account. All DSC students are 
automatically assigned a Dmail email account. Go to www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail," for complete 
instructions. You will be held responsible for information sent to your Dmail, so please check it often.  
 

MAJOR COURSE ASSIGNMENTS  

 

You will have several assignments due throughout the semester. See ‘Graded Work’ table for due dates and point 

values. See a brief overview of expectations (for several, but not all assignments) below. I will provide detailed 

instructions and rubrics for all major assignments. If you have any questions, please email me. 

Summary & Reflection  

You will have seven S&R’s due during the semester. These will vary in length, but should be about 1 page (300 words). 

You will summarize the main points of the chapter content and reflect on your own assumptions and behaviors as they 

related to the concept(s) covered. The S&R is a good place for you to ask the instructor questions relevant to the course 

material. 

 

Essays 

You will write, revise, and edit three major essays for this class. Format your essays according to MLA standards, 

document your sources, and write original work for each assignment.  

 Paper 1—Informative Report 

o 3-4 pages (approx. 1000-1300 words) 

o Must include 3 distinct types of sources 

 Paper 2—Evaluation Argument  

o 4-5 pages (approx. 1300-1600 words) 

o Must include 3-4 credible/authoritative sources 

 Paper 3—Position Argument/Synthesis  

o 5-6 pages (approx. 1600-2000 words) 

o Must include 5-6 sources (at least 3 must be scholarly/peer-reviewed) 

http://library.dixie.edu/
http://dixiewritingcenter.com/
http://www.dixie.edu/testing/
http://www.dixie.edu/tutoring/
http://dixie.edu/advisement/


 
Exams 

You will take two exams, a midterm and a final.  

 Midterm—Review of MLA citation rules and Works Cited formatting 

 Final Exam—In-class essay demonstrating the major concepts of the course 
 
 

METHODS OF ASSESSMENT 

 
 Formative Assessment Methods  

 Students will periodically write summaries of textbook content and reflect on relevant personal patterns of 
thought and/or behaviors. 

 Students will engage in classroom discussions that enhance their understanding of course content.  
 
Summative Assessment Methods  

 Students will write a research paper incorporating various aspects of the course content. 
 Students will take a final exam to assess their ability to recall and synthesize course concepts. 

 
Value-Added Assessment Method  

 Students will complete an English 1010 pre- and post-test to assess increased knowledge of basic concepts. 
 
Grade Scale 
  A  = 94.0% & above   C  = 74.0 - 76.9 

  A- = 90.0 - 93.9    C- = 70.0 - 73.9 

  B+ = 87.0 - 89.9    D+ = 67.0 - 69.9 

  B  = 84.0 - 86.9    D  = 64.0 - 66.9 

  B- = 80.0 - 83.9    D- = 60.0 - 63.9 

  C+ = 77.0 - 79.9    F  = 59.9% & below 

 

Note about grading 

I do not give grades; students earn grades – no student is entitled to a grade he or she has not earned. “An A for effort” 
is a trite idiom, not an academic standard; in other words, I cannot grade on time invested or personal challenges. I 
assess the merit of your work alone. I do not haggle over points or grades, but if you feel you have been given a grade in 
error, feel free to bring it to my attention for re-assessment. You have the right to appeal your academic grade in a 
formal process, but you must have evidence, not just a story to tell, so save all of your graded and un-graded work for all 
your courses.  
 

  



 
Graded Work 

Semester letter grades will be determined by the following assignments and grade scale 
 

ASSIGNMENT                       DUE                   POSSIBLE          EARNED 

Pre-test                                     Aug. 26   5  _____ 

Diagnostic Essay          Aug. 28  15 

Plagiarism Contract          Sep. 4                 10  _____ 

S&R (Seven at 5 pts. each)           TBA                35  _____ 

Paper 1 RD & Peer Review         Sep. 16               10  _____ 

Paper 1 FD           Sep. 18                75  _____ 

Visual Argument           Sep. 30              30  _____ 

Paper 2 ED (Citations)                        Oct. 2  10           _____ 

Wordiness Exercise          Oct. 7               10  _____ 

Paper 2 RD & Peer Review         Oct. 9  10  _____ 

Paper 2 FD           Oct. 14               100  _____ 

Midterm           Oct. 20                50  _____ 

Paper 3 Proposal          Oct. 28                       10  _____ 

SPQ Worksheet                               Nov. 4          10    _____ 

One-on-one Consultation           TBA                            10  _____ 

Paper 3 RD & Peer Review          Nov. 25   10  _____                                   

Paper 3 FD                                        Dec. 2                         250  _____  

Call-to-action Letter          Dec. 9   50  _____                                   

WTJ Quiz           Dec. 9    26  _____ 

English 1010 Post-test          Dec. 9    24  _____                                                                               

Final Exam           Dec. 18  50  _____ 

                                                                                                TOTAL              800                   ________ 

 

S&R’s        1._____              18._____                             9._____                      12._____   

 

                                       13._____                           16._____                                    14._____ 

           

  



 

GENERAL RUBRIC FOR ENGLISH 1010 

An “A” paper is superior work that: 

 demonstrates critical thinking and a sharp, thorough understanding of the topic  

 has a clear sense of purpose and understands its audience 

 has a strong thesis that is supported throughout the paper with good reasons, evidence, and examples 

 transitions from one idea to the next in a well-organized structure; deliberate strategy in presentation of ideas 

 shows evidence of the student’s original thought as well as good use of borrowed sources 

 demonstrates superior command of written language (style, word choice, concise) 

 contains very few mechanical errors 

 correctly cites sources according to current MLA format 

A “B” paper is above-average work that: 

 demonstrates critical thinking and an above-average understanding of the topic 

 has a clear purpose and considers its audience 

 has a good thesis that is supported throughout the paper with good reasons, evidence, and examples 

 is well organized  

 shows evidence of the student’s original thought as well as good use of borrowed sources 

 demonstrates a strong command of written language (style, word choice, concise) 

 contains few mechanical errors 

 correctly cites sources according to current MLA format 

A “C” paper is average work that: 

 demonstrates some awareness beyond the obvious and a fair understanding of the topic 

 considers purpose but is typically written for a general audience 

 has a thesis that is only marginally supported by imperfect reasoning and substandard evidence  

 is somewhat organized, but generally lacks cohesion  

 shows some attempt to include sources or to include original thought, but generally fails to adequately balance 
or synthesize one’s own writing with borrowed sources  

 demonstrates an adequate command of written language 

 contains several grammatical and/or mechanical errors 

 improperly cites sources 

A “D” paper is below-average work that: 

 demonstrates only and obvious or mediocre understanding of the topic 

 fails to consider purpose or audience 

 lacks a clear thesis and the claims are supported by substandard evidence, often dotted with logical fallacies, 
stereotypes, and assumptions 

 lacks organization and cohesion 

 does not demonstrate a command of written language 

 improperly cites sources 

An “F” paper is far below-average work that: 

 lacks understanding of the topic 

 fails to consider purpose and audience 

 lacks a thesis, uses poor reasoning and weak evidence 

 lacks organization and cohesion 

 does not demonstrate a command of written language 

 fails to adequately cite sources  

A “0” paper is a paper that has been partially or totally plagiarized. 

  



 

       English 1010 Fall 2014 Schedule        
 (This schedule is subject to change, with fair notice, according to class or instructor needs.) 

 

KEY: WTJ = Writing Tip Journal; S&R = Summary & Reflection; ED = Early Draft; RD = Revised Draft; FD = Final Draft;  

 

Week Date Due In-class Discussion 

1 

T  8-26  
course introduction; Writing Tips Journal (WTJ) and 

Summaries & Reflection (S&R); Pre-test 

R 8-28  In-class Diagnostic Essay 

2 

T  9-2 S&R Chpt. 1 MAPS; review Chpt. 1; assign Plagiarism Contract 

R  9-4 
S&R Chpt. 18;               

Plagiarism Contract 

thesis statements; preview Chpt. 9; 

assign Paper 1: Informative Essay 

3 

T  9-9 S&R Chpt. 9 planning (Chpt. 3) & drafting (Chpt. 4) 

R  9-11 
Paper 1 ED w/ 3 types of 

sources (bring Guide) 

in-text citations, Works Cited page format,                        

and MLA citations 

4 

T  9-16 
Paper 1 RD 

(bring printed copy) 
revising (Chpt. 5); Paper 1 peer review 

R  9-18 Paper 1 FD preview Chpt. 12; assign Paper 2: Evaluation Essay 

5 

T  9-23 S&R Chpt. 12 evaluating visual arguments 

R  9-25 
bring 4 visual arguments 

to class 
group work on evaluating visual arguments 

6 

T  9-30 
your contribution  

to group presentation 
group presentations 

R  10-2 
Paper 2 ED  

w/ 3 or 4 sources 
MLA Citations & 30 min. group citation check 

7 

T  10-7 
Paper 2 RD 

(bring printed copy) 
Wordiness exercise 

R  10-9 
Paper 2 RD  

(bring printed copy) 
Paper 2 peer review 

8 

T  10-14 Paper 2 FD  

Midterm Exam review during class. 

(Take Midterm in Testing Center; see Midterm description 

for dates and details) 

R  10-16  Fall Break. No class. 



 

9 

T  10-21 S&R Chpt. 13 
position arguments; assign Proposal and  

Paper 3: Position Argument 

R  10-23 S&R Chpt. 16 finding sources; library research 

10 

T  10-28 Paper 3 Proposal rhetorical appeals and supporting claims with evidence 

R  10-30  synthesis; SPQ 

11 

 T 11-4 SPQ anticipation of opposition 

R  11-6  cohesion: introductions, conclusions, and transitions 

12 

T  11-11  DSU Career Day. No class. 

R  11-13  student-guided discussion; workshop papers; make-up day 

13 

T  11-18  No class. One-on-one consultations in HCC 448. 

R  11-20  No class. One-on-one consultations in HCC 448. 

14 

T  11-25  Thanksgiving Day! 

R  11-27 
Paper 3 RD 

(bring printed copy) 
Paper 3 workshop & peer review 

15 

T  12-2 Paper 3 FD proposals; preview Chpt. 14; assign Call-to-action Letter 

R  12-4 
S&R Chpt. 14 

Call-to-action Letter RD 
Call-to-action Letter peer review 

16 

T  12-9 
Call-to-action Letter FD 

(digital copy to Canvas) 
WTJ quiz; Post-test 

R  12-11 

Call-to-action Letter 

(revised & printed, with 

stamped envelope) 

prepare for Final Exam 

17 R 12-18  Final Exam, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 

 

 


