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English 2200 – Introduction to Literature 

 
Overall English Department Mission Statement  

The English Department at Dixie State College strives to instill in students an appreciation for the centrality of 
language and literature in human culture, particularly their function in social, historical, and political contexts. 
Students who major in English master skills in analyzing and evaluating texts and other media, as well as learning 
how to produce focused critical essays.   

Emphasis Mission Statement (Literature)  
Our literature courses seek to broaden and deepen students’ understanding of the unique value of literary 
expression as an aesthetic form that challenges the senses, the intellect, and the imagination.  Students also learn 
to appreciate the complex relationship between the aesthetic and intellectual aspects of literature and the culture 
and time in which it was produced.    

Course Description  
Fulfills a General Education Humanities requirement.  For all students who would like to increase their enjoyment 
of literature.  Provides basic understanding of novels, short stories, poems, plays, and essays. Students will learn 
to read analytically and write critically.  

 Course Goals:   
     Goals to be reached in this course:  

• A knowledge and awareness of the unique value of literary expression as an aesthetic form that challenges the 
senses, the intellect, and the imagination as it offers insight into human values and identity. 

• An understanding of the major authors and movements that have shaped and reflected a variety of historical 
experiences. 

• An ability to analyze literature through written and oral responses, using the basic elements of literature, including 
fiction and dramatic elements, such as plot, setting, and characterization; rhetorical figures, such as metaphor, 
symbol, irony, paradox, and metonymy; and basic linguistic elements, such as diction, tone, syntax, and parts of 
speech, where appropriate. 

• An awareness of the power of literature to contribute to human understanding. 
Course Learning Outcomes 
      Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

• Explain, critique, and identify major forms, genres, and themes found in literature texts, as well as identifying and 
explaining basic literary elements.  

• Identify and synthesize similarities as well as differences in the literature found across cultures. 
• Read the texts of authors considered to be canonical and foundational to literature studies.  
• Write both critical and informal essays about literature.     

 
Methods of Assessment:  
    Formative Assessment Methods  

Quizzes: Students will periodically take quizzes, preparation checks, and/or tests to assess whether or not they are 
reading the material.   

Mid-term Exam: Students will also take a mid-term exam to assess their understanding of literary concepts, and to 
test their ability to apply those concepts to the specific works they have read. Exams will be returned with 
instructor feedback.    

Essay:  Each student will also write a critical essay illustrating how major authors use aspects and techniques of 
fiction/poetic elements. Essays will be returned with instructor feedback.    

    Summative Assessment Methods   
Final Exam: At the end of the semester, students will take a cumulative final exam to assess their ability to 

synthesize concepts and course material.   
     
 



     Value-Added Assessment Method  
Pre/Post Test: Students will take a course-specific pre- and post-test, to assess the ways in which their learning 

has increased during the semester. This will be a multiple-choice (Scantron) test.    
 
DSC Policies 

Adding/Dropping the Class: Visit  http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=fall2010  to determine all Drop/Add dates and fee 
assessment. 

 
If you stop attending class: If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the class before that semester’s 
drop deadline. This deadline date can be found at the DSC homepage (www.dixie.edu), on the left column, under the 
heading “Quick Links.” Click on the given semester’s class schedule.    

 
Other Important Dates: Visit  http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=fall2010  to determine all other important dates. 
 
Academic Dishonesty:  Academic dishonesty in any form is not tolerated at Dixie State College, including but not 
limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as one's own, and cheating on exams or 
quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: (1) giving 
a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, (2) failing the student in the entire course, (3) 
Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or (4) Referring the student to Student Affairs, 
a committee which may reprimand, place on probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. (See DSC Policy 34.1.1-4). 
In addition, the Communication department may consider dropping such students from its academic degree program. 
 
Disabilities Statement:  If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning difference and requesting 
reasonable academic accommodations due to this disability, you must provide an official request of accommodation to 
your professor(s) from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes. Students 
are to contact the center on the main campus to follow through with, and receive assistance in the documentation 
process to determine the appropriate accommodations related to their disability. You may call (435) 652-7516 for an 
appointment and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 per Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. The office is located in the Student Services Center, Room #201 of the Edith 
Whitehead Building. 
 
Library, Writing Center, and Testing Center statements can be found on the Internet at the following links: 
— Library  http://library.dixie.edu  
— Writing Center http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 
— Testing Center http://new.dixie.edu/testing 
 
Dmail Statement: Important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail email account.  This 
information includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of 
important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC.  All DSC students 
are automatically assigned a Dmail email account.  If you don't know your user name and password, go to 
www.dixie.edu and select "Dmail," for complete instructions.  You will be held responsible for information sent to 
your Dmail email, so please check it often. 
 
Absences Related to College Functions: In accordance with Dixie State’s policy, students may be excused from class 
for legitimate college functions such as athletics and student activities leadership activities. However, any work and/or 
quizzes or exams that may take place during the student’s absence must be completed before the student leaves for the 
required activity. In no case can quizzes or exams be taken late, and written assignments turned in after the due date 
will be considered late.  
 

Course-specific Requirements 
Written Work:  All formal written work must be typewritten or word processed, double spaced, and on one side only 
of 8.5 x 11 inch plain white paper. Every page of each assignment must bear your name, a page number (except the 
first page), and the assignment title. Do NOT bind your papers in any way, other than to staple pages together.  

 
Timeliness:  Papers and other assignments are due immediately at the beginning of class on the day that they are due. 
If your paper is turned in after this time, it will be considered late. Late assignments cannot earn higher than a C. You 
may not turn in any work more than one week late. 

  



Exams and Quizzes:  Exams and quizzes must be taken in class on the day they are administered. No make-up 
quizzes or exams will be given. For this reason, attendance in class on those dates is essential to your success. 
Carefully reading your assignments and staying current on your glossary is important since you may be quizzed on 
any material assigned and/or discussed prior to that date. The final exam will be comprehensive. 

  
Required Texts: Literature: The Human Experience, Shorther Ninth Edition, Abcarian and Klotz eds. 

      My Antonia by Willa Cather (preferably the Barnes and Noble edition with Introduction by Gordon Tapper) 
      A good tangible dictionary or Internet access  

 
Readings:  You will be assigned readings throughout the term. You are responsible for having each reading 
assignment completed when you arrive to class the day it is assigned. Be aware that some readings may be assigned 
that are not printed on the schedule.   
 
Essays: You will be asked to write essays to demonstrate your skills in analyzing and interpreting literature.  Papers 
must be typed, correctly formatted, carefully proofread, and they must be submitted at the beginning of class the day 
they are due.  

      
Class Participation & Etiquette: You are encouraged to come to class with questions, observations, and analysis of 
the day’s reading assignment or discussion topic.  When you come to class, you are expected to arrive on time and to 
focus solely on the material we’re discussing; talk or other work that is not a part of our discussion is unacceptable.  
Cell phones and media devices should be turned off.  Any behavior the instructor deems disruptive will adversely 
affect the student’s grade and may result in an invitation to leave class for the day. Text messaging during class is 
unacceptable.  
 
Attendance & Tardiness: Success in most college courses depends on regular attendance.  Students who routinely 
miss class tend to receive poor grades.  As a portion of your grade depends on your preparedness and participation, 
you would do well to come on time, ready to engage in discussion. Because of the nature of this course, the instructor 
may choose to reduce your grade based on attendance alone.  
 

Grades 
Grading Papers:  Written assignments will be graded against professional business standards and compared against 
the performance of other students in the class. A paper deemed NOT to meet professional standards will be graded at 
a “D” or below level. A paper that meets professional standards with some revision will be graded at a “C” level. 
Better quality papers, requiring less editing and demonstrating above average critical analysis will receive higher 
grades.  
 
Keep an accurate record of your scores so you can regularly calculate your academic standing in class. Please feel free 
to consult with the instructor if you have questions regarding your progress or grade in the course. Save all graded 
work for this course until you receive your final grade. 

 
A  = 94.0 & above 
A- = 90.0 - 93.9 
B+ = 87.0 - 89.9 
B  = 84.0 - 86.9 
B- = 80.0 - 83.9 
C+ = 77.0 - 79.9 
C  = 74.0 - 76.9 
C- = 70.0 - 73.9 
D+ = 67.0 - 69.9 
D  = 64.0 - 66.9 
D- = 60.0 - 63.9 
F  = 59.9 & below 
 

To determine your grade at any point during the semester, divide the points you’ve earned by points possible on 
assignments due before the date of your calculation. (Example: 367 pts. earned divided by 400 pts. possible equals .91 
or A-.) 


