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Term: Fall 2009      Instructor: Cheri Crenshaw, Ph.D. 
E-mail:   crenshaw@dixie.edu (checked daily)  Office Phone: 652-7896  
Office Hours:  10-11 am MWF & 2-3 p.m. MW   Office Number:  MCDON 214 
I will usually be in my office on Thursdays between 3:30 and 5:00 as well.   
If these office hours are not convenient, please call or email to make an appointment. 
 
ENG2270. Introduction to World Literature.  Appropriate for students in all disciplines with 

an interest in improving their enjoyment of world literature.  This course fulfills a literature 

requirement in the general education section.  The course will introduce students to 

representative masterpieces from ancient, medieval, and Renaissance literature.  Students will 

survey a variety of literature, from writers such as Homer, Sophocles, Virgil, Li Po, Dante, 

Machiavelli and Shakespeare as well as selections from literary masterpieces such as Gilgamesh, 

the Bible, the Bhagavad-Gita, the Koran, and The Thousand and One Nights.  The course will 

engage students with common practices in reading, interpreting and writing about literature, and 

it will address questions of literary form and genre, the relationship between literary works and 

the cultures that produce them, and how and why we read.  3 lecture hours per week 

 
Course Goals:   

     Goals to be reached in this course:  

 A knowledge and awareness of the importance and scope of world literature, its influence on later 

texts, and its continuing validity to contemporary human experience.  

 An understanding of the major authors and movements that have shaped and reflected a variety of 

historical experiences. 

 An ability to analyze world literature through written and oral responses.  

Course Learning Outcomes  

      Upon completing this course, students will have improved their ability to:  

 Explain, critique, and identify major forms, genres, and themes found in world literature texts, 

both western and non-western, as well as identifying and explaining major literary movements for 

the time period covered.  

 Identify and synthesize similarities as well as differences in the literature found across cultures. 

 Read the texts of authors considered to be canonical and foundational to world literature studies.     

 
 Texts: The Norton Anthology of World Literature Volumes A, B, & C (three books) 

 

Disability Support Services:  If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning 

difference and requesting reasonable academic accommodations due to this disability, you must 

provide an official request of accommodation to your professor(s) from the Disability Resource 

Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes. Students are to contact the center 

on the main campus to follow through with, and receive assistance in the documentation process 

to determine the appropriate accommodations related to their disability. You may call (435) 652-

7516 for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) of 1990 per Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Our office is located in the 

Student Services Center, Room #201 of the Edith Whitehead Building. 
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DMail: Important class and college information will be sent to your DMail, which is your Dixie 

email account.  You can access this account at dmail.dixie.edu.  This information includes your 

DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, notification of dropped classes, reminders of 

important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at 

DSC.  Also, sometimes instructors e-mail their entire class about important assignments and/or 

class information, and they will use students’ Dmail accounts to do so.  All DSC students are 

automatically assigned a Dmail account. You will be held responsible for information sent to 

your Dmail, so please check it often.   
 
Due Dates:   All assignments are due in class on their due dates at the beginning of the class 
period.  Daily reading quizzes must be taken in class and cannot be made up.  Weekly writing 
responses cannot be made up, but can be turned in all day on their due dates (even through 
email).  Major essays will be accepted up to one week after the due date, but if turned in after the 
due date will receive a 10 point grade penalty.  The midterm can be made up within one week of 
the date it is given.  The final must be taken in class on the assigned dates. 
 
Students involved in sports or other college-related functions should talk to me before missing 
class.  In those cases, I will abide by the “Policy for Absences Related to Classroom Functions” 
described in the college’s policies and procedures manual.  Please do not just send me an email.  
Talk to me before or after class or during my office hours. 
 
Academic Honesty: 
Students who present someone else’s writing as their own or who find ways to cheat on an exam 
have failed, even if they manage to pass the class. Stealing someone else’s writing, knowledge, 
or ideas is the same as stealing anything else—the practice is both unethical and immoral.  The 
practice is also intensely disappointing to this professor.  Please do not ever present another’s 
work as your own.  Please do not attempt to cheat on the exams.   
 
Students who do present another’s ideas or writing as their own will not receive credit for the 
work.  Please be aware that students can be expelled from the college for this practice.   
 
If you are unsure if you have avoided plagiarism, if you have used research in your essay and 
cannot determine whether or not you have given sufficient credit to that person, please visit with 
me in my office  I am happy to help with citation. 
 
If I find that the student has not sufficiently given credit to a source, I will not give credit for the 
essay.  If I find that a student has downloaded information word for word from an Internet source 
without citation or has used an essay written by another student or has cheated on an exam, I will 
notify college administrators regarding the situation.  
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The following is the official Dixie College policy on academic honesty: 
 

3-34 ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE 

34.1 Cheating: Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated at Dixie State College, 

including but not limited to plagiarism on written assignments, submitting other person's work as 

one's own, and cheating on exams or quizzes. Teachers at Dixie State College may discipline 

students proven guilty of academic dishonesty by: 

34.1.1 Giving a failing grade on the specific assignment where dishonesty occurred, 

34.1.2 Failing the student in the entire course, 

34.1.3 Immediately dismissing and removing the student from the course, and/or 

34.1.4 Referring the student to Student Affairs, a committee which may reprimand, place on 

probation, suspend, and/or expel the student. 

34.2 Disruptive Behavior: Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to manage the 

classroom environment to ensure a good learning climate. Toward this end, teachers (or college 

security) may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities. If a 

student's behavior continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and cause the 

removal of disruptive students from their course. 

34.3 Student Appeals: Students who believe themselves wrongfully disciplined may appeal those 

disciplinary actions through the standard grievance procedure. (Policy 5-35) 

 
Citation Style:  It is, of course, acceptable to incorporate research into an essay unless asked to 
do otherwise for a specific assignment.  The research merely must be “cited” properly and must 
SUPPORT the student’s arguments and ideas (or provide a context for a counterargument).  
Research should not take over the whole essay.  Writers must always give credit (in an 
accepted academic format such as MLA or APA) to authors whose specific words, ideas, or 
images have been incorporated into an essay for support.   
 
Remember, I am asking students to share their OWN ideas and arguments, not put together a 
compilation of ideas from other thinkers.  Therefore, research should be minimal for the essays 
you write in class—no more than a few direct quotations or paraphrases.  All incorporated 
research will be “cited” using MLA citation rules. Students should access the Dixie State 
College Research Paper Guide at <http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl> or should reference the MLA 
Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 6

th
 ed by Joseph Gibaldi. 

 
Instructor Assistance:  Please feel free to come by during office hours (posted above) to discuss your 

writing or to schedule an appointment with me at another time.  You may also email me regarding 

questions or problems.  I check email daily, even on weekends.  Please don’t wait until right before an 

assignment is due to email or phone in questions as I may not answer in time. 
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Library Information: http://library.dixie.edu 

 

Writing Center:  http://new.dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 

This is a free service that helps students with writing for ANY course.  Please use the service even if you 

consider yourself a good writer.  The best writing has had excellent feedback from other writers.  If you 

are a struggling writer, this service is invaluable. 

 

Tutoring Center:  http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring 

 

Testing Center: http://new.dixie.edu/testing 

 

Blackboard: Blackboard will be used as a supplement to the class and, at the very least, will include 

basic information regarding major assignments. 

 
Attendance:  Attendance is essential for success in this class.  Students who miss more than three 
weeks of classes (a total of nine individual classes) automatically fail the class regardless of 
the circumstances  While I realize emergencies, work, and other sorts of situations need to be 
taken care of, students who miss that many classes need to take the class again at a time when 
they are able to participate in daily class activities. 
 
Students who go on sanctioned college trips must speak to me early in the semester and make 

arrangements regarding missed work.  I will adhere to the college’s “Policy for Absences Related to 

College Functions.”  Missing class for a college event or other emergency does not mean the student is 

excused from assignments for the day.  Students who miss classes due to catastrophic events are 

responsible for contacting me and determining whether or not work can be made up. 
 
Students are expected to attend every class meeting, to arrive on time, and to stay for the entire class 

period.  Students are expected to “attend,” which means students should listen and respond when 

appropriate.  Students should not be texting, eating, sleeping (!) or talking to peers.  Students who miss 

more than 3 class periods during the semester will have a semester grade deduction of 1 point per absence 

after the first three.  Students will be counted tardy if arriving more than five minutes after the start of 

class.  Two tardies equal one absence and the grade penalty will accrue as above.  Leaving early counts 

the same as being tardy.   

 

If You Stop Attending Class: If you stop attending class, it is your responsibility to drop the 

class before that semester’s drop deadline.  For Fall 2009, the drop date is Monday, October 

19th 
 
Disruptive behavior will result in the responsible student or students being asked to leave the 
classroom.  Students asked to leave the classroom will be counted as absent for that class period 
and cannot make up that day’s activities.  (No eating, no cell phone use, and no unauthorized 
computer use during class time.) 
 
Grading: 

1) Weekly Response Paragraphs (40%):  Each student will have the opportunity to write 11 
short response paragraphs (1 page double-spaced, approximately 250 words) to the 
readings  These will be due on Wednesdays.  The two lowest scores will be dropped (so 
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basically, if you do not turn in two of these, then your score will not be hurt).  The 
weekly responses cannot be made up.  I will accept these all day on Wednesdays, even 
through email.  I will not accept them any other day unless you make prior arrangements 
with me.   
 
Students who turn in all 11 will receive up to 10 bonus points depending on the quality of 
the response.  (Basically, the lowest score turns into bonus points.  Say your lowest score 
was an 80.  Then you would receive 8 bonus points for this particular grade. If you make 
a 100 on everything, you can get 10 bonus points.) 

 
Each response should be to a different reading unless otherwise specified during class.  
Responses must discuss some of the basic elements of literary works (plot, setting, 
characterization, etc.), rhetorical figures (metaphor, symbol, irony, paradox, etc.) or basic 
linguistic elements (diction, tone, syntax, parts of speech).  Responses can engage the text 
in other ways, such as relating the main themes to today’s concerns, opposing the themes, 
or supporting the themes.  The responses should not include researched information but 
should comprise the student’s understanding of individual elements or overall ideas of the 
work.  
 
Grading Criteria for Weekly Response Essays (may be revised during the course of the 
semesters—if so, students will be notified before the affected essays are due.) 
 
100 pts possible  (Use quotations from the readings, but keep them short and relevant.  
No block quotations--anything over 4 lines would be a block quotation.   Students who 
turn in a block quotation or a string of quotations in lieu of a paragraph, in other words, 
will not receive credit.  No more than ¼ of the paragraph should be directly quoted.) 
 
Uses MLA Format (see handout for overall visual presentation) (5 pts) 
Uses signal phrases to incorporate direct quotations into the paragraph (5 pts) 
Direct quotations are well-integrated, relevant, and well-chosen (10 pts) 
Uses parenthetical citations correctly (5 pts) 
Provides a relevant and informative title that is capitalized correctly (NOT “Short 
Response Number One”) (5 pts) 
Provides a clear, specific, and well-supported topic sentence (10 pts) 
Discusses a basic element of literature as described in Class Goals and Objectives and 
demonstrates an understanding of that element (20 pts) 
Edits carefully for coherence (10 pts) 
Edits carefully for punctuation/grammar (10 pts) 
Provides insight into the reading under discussion (20 pts) 
 
2)  Reading quizzes (20%): Students will take a 10 question quiz for each reading before 
class discussion begins each day.  This will help ensure students read the work before 
arriving in class.  Students cannot discuss what they have not read.  Daily quizzes 
CANNOT be made up.  I will drop the lowest three quiz grades, so students who miss up 
to three classes will not have a penalty. 

  
3) Two Critical Essays (20%):   Students will write two critical essays regarding readings 
of their choice.  These are basically a portion of the midterm and final exams worth an 
equal amount to the objective portions.  Specific instructions for each essay will be 
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distributed in class.  We will keep these fairly short, 4 pages double-spaced.  If a student 
has trouble with these assignments, please come see me before the assignments are due.  
These are due on their due dates regardless of whether or not a student attends class 
(email me or drop it by my office but check to make sure I received the essays).  Essays 
will be accepted up to one week from their due date with a one letter grade (or 10 point) 
deduction.  These essays will not be accepted after the one week deadline.   
 
Every semester I receive at least one essay that has been plagiarized.  Please DO NOT 
copy and paste ANY information from the Internet or copy word for word any 
information from any written source into your essay.  Ideas from other sources MUST be 
properly cited or the student will receive a zero for the essay.   
 
The grading criteria for each essay will be distributed along with the specific instructions. 

 
5) Midterm and Final Exam (20%) Expect to answer questions regarding the information 
covered during the semester.  The final exam will be comprehensive.  Students may make 
arrangements to make-up the midterm.  The final exam MUST BE TAKEN ON FINAL 
EXAM DAY.  Please make arrangements to be in class on that day.  Do not plan on 
leaving for vacation early.  See the schedule below for the final exam date. 
 
Please remember that missing classes affects your overall semester grade in several 
different ways.  If you miss the daily quiz, you cannot make it up.  If you accrue more 
than 3 absences, your SEMESTER grade drops one point per absence.  If you miss 
more than 9 classes, you cannot pass the class.  Most importantly, if you miss class, 
you have no idea what you are supposed to be doing each week. 

 
Grading Scale: 95-100=A; 90-94=A-; 88-89=B+; 85-87=B; 80-84=B-; 78-79=C+; 75-77=C; 
70-74=C-68-69=D+; 65-67=D; 60-64=D-; 59 and below=F 
 
Tentative Weekly Class Schedule: I reserve the right to change this schedule at any time.  
Please email me if you miss class, and I will update you as to class activities.  Please bring the 
relevant textbook to the class meeting.  (You don’t need to bring all three books every time.) 
 
Class Date Class Activities Homework Assignment 
Week 1 
Monday, August 24 

Introductions, Overview of 
Class Schedule, Course 
Description, MLA format, 
Pre-test 

Read “The Invention of 
Writing and the Earliest 
Literatures” pgs 3-6 

Wednesday, August 26 
 
Today is the last day to add 
without an instructor’s 
signature. 
 
Friday, August 28 is the last 
workday to drop without 
incurring the $10 drop fee. 

The Invention of Writing and 
Earliest Literatures, Basic 
Vocabulary for literary 
analysis 

Read Gilgamesh (always read 
the introductory information 
as well as the literature itself) 
Vol A pgs 10-41 & Genesis 6-
9 pgs 60-63 
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Week 2 
Monday, August 31 
 
$10 Drop Fee begins today 

Reading Quiz #1 Read “Ancient Greece and the 
Formation of the Western 
Mind” pgs 105-111 Read 
about Homer pgs 114-119 
Begin Reading The Odyssey 
Book I-II pgs 225-246 

Wednesday, September 2 
 
Monday, September 7 is a 
holiday. Do not go to class. 

Reading Quiz #2 
 
Short Response #1 Due 

Read the Odyssey Book IX-X 
pgs 319-347, XII-XVI pgs 
363-429 & XXIV pgs 516-530 

Week 3 
Wednesday, September 9 

Reading Quiz #3 
Short Response #2 Due 

Read regarding Aristotle & 
from Aristotle’s Poetics A 
799-803 

Week 4 
Monday, September 14 
 
Last day for full refund.  
Pell Grant Census dates. 
 
Classes will be dropped for 
nonpayment tomorrow—
make sure to pay for your 
classes! 

Reading Quiz #4 Read “Poetry and Thought in 
Early China” & “Classic of 
Poetry” pgs 805-814 & 
Classic of Poetry pgs 814-820 
 

Wednesday, September 16 
 
Friday, September 18 is the 
last day to add classes. 

Reading Quiz #5 
Short Response #3 Due 

Read about Confucius pgs 
820-822 & Analects pgs 823-
831 

Week 5 
Monday, September 21 

Reading Quiz #6 
 

Read “India’s Heroic Age” 
pgs 881-886 Read The 
Ramayana pgs 890-895 & 
896-926  

Wednesday, September 23 Reading Quiz #7 
Short Response #4 Due 

Finish reading Ramayana pgs 
926-953 
 
  

Week 6 
Monday, September 28 

Reading Quiz #8 
 

Write rough draft of midterm 
essay 

Wednesday, September 30 Rough Draft of Midterm 
Essay Due for Peer Review 
 

Study for Midterm & Finish 
Final Draft of Essays 
 

Week 7 
Monday, October 5 

Midterm Essays Due 
Review for Midterm Exam 

Study for Midterm 

Wednesday, October 7 Midterm Read “The Roman Empire” 
pgs 1041-1043 & Catullus’s 
Lyrics pgs 1046-1051 
Read Ovid’s Metamorphoses 
Book I pgs 1134-1147 
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Week 8 
Monday, October 12 
 
Midterm Grades Posted 
Today 
 

Reading Quiz #9 Read From Roman Empire to 
Christian Europe pgs 1201-
1202 & The Bible pgs 1206-
1221 (Volume B) 
 
 

Wednesday, October  15 
 
 

Short Response #5 Due 
Reading Quiz #10 

Read Augustine’s Confessions 
pgs 1221- 1249  

Week 9 
Monday, October 19 
Last Day to Drop/Audit 
classes 

Reading Quiz #11 Read “India’s Classical Age” 
pgs 1251-1254 & Sakuntala 
pgs 1267-1332 

Wednesday, October 21 
 
 
 

Reading Quiz #12 
Short Response #6 Due 

Read “The Rise of Islam and 
Islamic Literature” pgs 1419-
1423 from the Koran pgs 
1429-1460 
 
 

Week 10 
Monday, October 26 

Reading Quiz #13 Read “The Formation of 
Western Literature” pgs 1621-
1623 & Chaucer’s The Wife 
of Bath’s Prologue pgs 2082-
2099   

Wednesday, October 28 Reading Quiz #14 
 
Short Response #7 Due 

Read The Wife of Bath’s Tale 
pgs 2099-2106 
 

Week 11 
Monday, Nov 2 

Reading Quiz #15 Read “The Golden Age of 
Japanese Culture” pgs 2143-
2145  & The Kikinshu pgs 
2160-2174 

Wednesday, Nov 4 Reading Quiz #16 
Short Response #8 Due 

Shikibu’s The Tale of the 
Genji Chapter 2 & 4 pgs 2174-
2204   
 

Week 12 
Monday, Nov 9 

Reading Quiz #17 Read in Volume C “Africa: 
The Mali Epic of Son-Jara” 
pgs 2409-2412 & The Epic of 
Son-Jara 2415-2462  

Wednesday, Nov 11 Reading Quiz #18 
Short Response #9 Due 

Read “The Renaissance in 
Europe” pgs 2465-2472, The 
introductory material to 
Erasmus pgs 2490-2491, & 1

st
 

section of “The Praise of 
Folly” pgs 2494-2517 
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Week 13 
Monday, Nov 16 
 
Career day is tomorrow, Nov 
18 

Reading Quiz #19 Read Machiavelli intro pgs 
2417-2521 & The Prince pgs 
2521-2534   

 
 

Wednesday, Nov 18 Reading Quiz #20 
Short Response #10 Due 
 

Read regarding William 
Shakespeare pgs 2821-2828, 
begin reading Hamlet pgs 
2828-2866 

Week 14 
Monday, Nov 23 
 
No classes Wednesday the 
25

th
  (Thanksgiving holidays 

begin now) 

Reading Quiz #21 Finish reading Hamlet pgs 
2866-2918 

Week 15 
Monday, November 30 

Reading Quiz #22 Read “Native America and 
Europe in the New World” 
pgs 3063-3067, The Florentine 
Codex pgs 3070-3073, 
Cantares Mexicanos, pgs 
3073-3076, 

Wednesday, December 2 Reading Quiz #23  
Short Response #11 Due 

Write Rough Draft of Major 
Essay 

Week 15 
Monday, December 7 

Bring Draft of 2
nd

 Major 
Essay to Class for Peer 
Review 

Revise Essay 

Wednesday, Dec 9 Final Draft of Major Essay 
Due 
Review for Final Exam  

Study for Final Exam 

Final Exam  
Monday, Dec 14

th
  

3:00-5 p.m. 

Students may not take the 
final exam early.  

Have a wonderful holiday 
break! 

 


