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ENGLISH 2010-24 (3 credits) 
Rhetoric and Argument 

 
SYLLABUS AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

(revised January 18, 2010) 
 
 
PROFESSOR DENHALTER 
denhalter@dixie.edu 
 
Room 110 McDonald  
Monday & Tuesday  1:00 PM – 2:15 PM 
Office: 115 McDonald 
Office hours: 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM, Monday through Thursday 
 
 
COURSE TEXTS:  
 
Barnet, Sylvan and Bedau, Hugo. Critical Thinking, Reading, and Writing: A Brief Guide 
to Argument. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2008. 
 
MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7th ed. New York: Modern Language 
Association of America, 2009. 
 
 
COURSE STRUCTURE 
 
This course will be part workshop, part discussion, and part lecture. This means that, 
several times throughout this term, you will be an active participant in class.  We will 
focus just as much on the process of writing as on the final product of each paper.  The 
main purpose of English 2010 is to help you better communicate your ideas clearly and 
effectively (in writing) to an audience of college-educated adults in academic settings.  
This course will also help you become a better, clearer thinker – in ways that will help 
you within college, and beyond.  (Interested in a list of specific course objectives?  
Please see pages 9-10.)   
 
English 2010 is designed to refine and expand upon the rhetorical and basic essay—
writing skills studied in English 1010. You will increase your capacity to think critically, 
learn to order your thinking, and learn to communicate your ideas more persuasively.  
You will also receive training in the skills necessary for written-communication demands 
in college, on the job, and as citizens. To reach those objectives, the course will provide 
frequent occasions to read, write, edit, and revise.   
 
The course will emphasize analytical, expository, and source-supported writing and 
library research in which you will get to demonstrate an understanding of information 
literacy and the skills necessary to enable competent and successful research.  
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WRITING ASSIGNMENTS (1300 Total Points) 
 
ASSIGNMENT 1 – Thesis Statements (50 points) 
Write two thesis statements to include “because” clause: one with a single reason; one 
with more than one reason.  You may expand upon any of the eight foundational theses 
provided on page twenty-seven of your text or create something original. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 2 – Analysis of Ideas (50 points) 
Write an analysis of the ideas presented in one of the six articles in Chapter 2 (not the 
Jacoby article).  Make sure you identify and analyze the article’s thesis statement. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 3 – Analysis of Methods (50 points)  
Write an analysis of the methods (strategy and tactics) employed to persuade the 
reader in one of the eight articles in chapter 3 (not the Wills article).   
 
ASSIGNEMNT 4 – Full Analysis (300 points) 
Write a full analysis (ideas and methods) of one of the eighteen articles from chapters 1, 
2, 3, & 5 (not the Jacoby or Wills articles or the articles analyzed in Assignment 1 or 2).  
This assignment should be five, double-spaced pages written as a critique not a review. 
Be sure to underline your thesis statement about the article you are critiquing. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 5 – Annotated Bibliography (50 points) 
Choose a topic on which to write an original Thesis Argument and begin researching 
sources written on that topic and compile bibliography for your topic annotated with one 
or two sentences analyzing each idea or method of persuasion you wish to address in 
your own Thesis Argument. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 6 – Outline (50 points) 
Write an Outline of the argument you have been researching for your original Thesis 
Argument.  Make sure the outline contains your thesis statement. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 7 – Rough Draft of Thesis Argument (50 points) 
Write a rough draft of an original argument based upon your research and outline.  The 
body of the Thesis Argument should include a minimum of ten pages of double-spaced 
text with additional pages for Works Cited, Annotated Bibliography, and Outline (in that 
order). Make sure you follow all MLA guidelines for in-text citations, your works cited 
page, and your annotated bibliography. Be sure to underline your thesis statement. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 8 – Final Draft of Thesis Argument (500 points) 
Write a final draft of an original argument based upon your research and outline.  The 
body of the Thesis Argument should include a minimum of ten pages of double-spaced 
text with additional pages for Works Cited, Annotated Bibliography, and Outline (in that 
order). Make sure you follow all MLA guidelines for in-text citations, your works cited 
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page, and your annotated bibliography. Don’t underline your thesis statement in this 
draft. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 9 – Letter to the Editor (200 points) 
Sometime between weeks five and thirteen, find an op-ed piece in a newspaper, one 
with which you strongly disagree.  Write a full analysis of the article and the write a 250 
to 500 word letter to the editor in response.  Mail your letter to the newspaper’s opinion 
editor.  If you are published, you will earn 100 points extra credit.   
 
REVISIONS: All revisions are meant to produce a final draft.  No revisions of a final 
draft can be made after it has been handed in and graded.   
 
LATE WORK:  I will deduct 10% for each day an assignment is handed in past the date 
and time it is due.   
 
 
QUIZZES  (300 Total Points) 
 
On more or less a weekly basis a quiz will be given on the material covered in the 
chapter of the textbook assigned the week before as well as on the writing errors 
discussed the week before.  During the semester, I will explain a variety of errors that a 
writer can make.  Such errors include: errors in economy (using more words than are 
needed); errors in precision (misusing words), errors in logic; errors in syntax (the way 
the words are put together in a sentence); errors in punctuation; and errors in grammar.  
Quizzes cannot be made up.  If you miss a class for whatever reason, you miss the 
quiz. There will be twelve quizzes, each worth twenty-five points. 
 
 
FINAL EXAM (500 points) 
 
The final exam will be given on the last day of class in week seventeen.  It will be a 
collection of the most important concepts you have been tested on in the twelve 
quizzes.  To prepare for this final exam, we will review the pertinent material during 
week fifteen and you will be given a practice exam.  We will correct this practice final in 
class and you will be allowed to take in home for further study.    
 
 
PEER EVALUATIONS  (400 Total Points) 
 
Every student will be required to evaluate the work of fellow students using a rubric 
designed for assessing the quality of each particular assignment.  You will evaluate the 
work of three to four students on eight of the nine assignments.  If these rubrics are 
filled out entirely, each will be given fifty points.  These are pass/fail points.  You cannot 
be late with these evaluations.  The must be delivered to me in class on the day they 
are due or you will lose all fifty points. 
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GRADING 
 
Writing Assignments  1300 points  52%  
Peer Evaluations     400 points  16% 
Quizzes & Final Exam    800 points  32% 
               2500 (total points)  
 
 
FINAL COURSE GRADE 
 
The final course grade will be a letter grade based upon the total number of points you 
have earned by the end of the semester.  I will calculate a percentage from the points 
you have earned and the total number of points possible.  This percentage will 
determine your letter grade for the course.  I break down the percentage spreads for 
each letter grade as follows: 
 
 

 

 
 
CLASS SCHEDULE 
 
WEEK 1 (THESIS STATEMENT) 
Jan 11 
 Class work 
 1. Discussion of SYLLABUS 
 2. Discussion of Critical Thinking. 
 3. Discussion of Imagination, Analysis, and Evaluation. 
 4. Example of Peer Evaluation Rubric for Thesis Statements 
 
 Homework 
 1. Read chapters 1 and 2.  
 2. Identify thesis statements from three articles in chapter 1. 
 
Jan 13 

A 96-100% 

A- 91-95% 

B+ 86-90% 

B 81-85% 

B- 76-80% 

C+ 71-75% 

C 66-70% 

C- 61-65% 

D+ 56-60% 

D 51-55% 

D- 46-50% 

F 0-45% 
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 Class work 
 1. Pre-test 
 2. Distribution of SYLLABUS 
 3. Discussion of SYLLABUS 
 4. Discussion of SYNTAX. 
 
 Homework 
 1. ASSIGNMENT 1 - Write two thesis statements to include “because” 
 clause: one with a single reason; one with more than one reason.  You  
 may expand upon any of the eight foundational theses provided on page 
 twenty-seven of your text or create something original. 
 2. Email me a copy of ASSIGNMENT 1) by noon on Monday, January 18. 
 3. Bring five hard copies of your two original thesis statements  
 (ASSIGNMENT 1) to the next class.   
 
 
WEEK 2 (ANALYSIS OF IDEAS) 
Jan 18 (Martin Luther King Day) 
 
Jan 20 
 Class work 
 1. QUIZ on chapters 1 & 2 and syntax 
 2. Collection of signed SYLLABUS sheets 
 3. Distribution of Student Thesis Statements (#1) and Peer Evaluation  
 Rubrics to workgroups 
 4. Discussion of chapters 1 & 2 
 5. Distribution of the ANALYSIS OF IDEAS EXAMPLE using “Summary of  
 Jacoby” (44). 
 6. Discussion of ANALYSIS OF IDEAS using “Summary of Jacoby”  (44). 
 7. Distribution of Example of Peer Evaluation Rubric for Analysis of  Ideas 
 8. Discussion of SYNTAX 
 
 Homework 
 1. Read chapter 3. 
 2. ASSIGNMENT 2 - Write an analysis of the ideas presented in one of the six 
 articles in Chapter 2 (not the Jacoby article).  Make sure you  identify and analyze 
 the thesis statement. 
 3. Email me a copy of ASSIGNMENT 2 by noon on Monday, January 25. 
 4. Bring five hard copies of your Analysis of Ideas (ASSIGNMENT 2) to the next 
 class.   
 5. Evaluate the thesis statements (ASSIGNMENT 1) from your workgroup  
 peers and bring the evaluations to the next class. 
 
 
WEEK 3 (ANALYSIS OF METHODS) 
Jan 25 
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 Class work 
 1. QUIZ on chapter 3 and syntax 
 2. Collection of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for Thesis Statements (#1) 
 3. Distribution of Student Analyses of Ideas (#2) and Peer Evaluation 
 Rubrics to workgroups 
 4. Discussion of chapter 3 
 5. Discussion of PUNCTUATION 
    
 Homework 
 1. Read Chapter 5. 
 2. ASSIGNMENT 3 - Write an analysis of the methods (strategy and 
 tactics) employed to persuade the reader in one of the eight articles in 
 chapter 3 (not the Wills article).   
 3. Email me a copy of ASSIGNMENT 3 by noon on Monday, February 1. 
 
Jan 27 
 Class work 
 1. Distribution of the ANALYSIS OF METHODS EXAMPLE using “George  F. 
 Will’s Strategies” (108). 
 2. Discussion of the ANALYSIS OF METHODS using “George F. Will’s  
 Strategies” (108). 
 3. Distribution of Example of Peer Evaluation Rubric for Analysis of  Methods. 
 4. Discussion of PUNCTUATION 
 
 Homework 
 1. Bring five hard copies of your Analysis of Methods (ASSIGNMENT 3) to 
 the next class.   
 2. Evaluate the Analyses of Ideas (ASSIGNMENT 2) from your workgroup  
 peers and bring the evaluations to the next class. 
 
 
WEEK 4 (FULL ANALYSIS) 
Feb 1 
 Class work 
 1. QUIZ on chapter 5 and punctuation 
 2. Collection of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for Analysis of Ideas (#2) 
 3. Return of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for Thesis Statements (#1) 
 4. Distribution of Student Analyses of Methods (#3) and Peer Evaluation  
 Rubrics to workgroups 
 5. Discussion of chapter 5 
 6. Discussion of PUNCTUATION 
  
 Homework 
 1. Read chapter 7 
 2. ASSIGNEMNT 4 - Write a full analysis (ideas and methods) of one of the 
 eighteen articles from chapters 1, 2, 3, & 5 (not the Jacoby or Wills articles or the 
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 articles analyzed in Assignment 1 or 2).  This assignment should be five, double-
 spaced pages written as a critique not a review. Be sure to underline your 
 thesis statement about the article you are critiquing. 
 3. Email me a copy of ASSIGNMENT 4 by noon on Monday, February 8. 
 
Feb 3 
 Class work 
 1. Distribution of the FULL ANALYSIS EXAMPLE using Betsy Swinton’s  
 “Tracking Kristof” (187) 
 2. Discussion of the FULL ANALYSIS using Betsy Swinton’s “Tracking  
 Kristof” (187) 
 3. Distribution of an Example of Peer Evaluation Rubric for a Full Analysis 
 4. Discussion of PUNCTUATION 
 
 Homework 
 1. Bring five hard copies of your Full Analysis (ASSIGNMENT 4) to the next 
 class.   
 2. Evaluate the Analyses of Methods (ASSIGNMENT 3) from your workgroup 
 peers and bring the evaluations to the next class. 
 3. ASSIGNMENT 9 - Begin looking for an op-ed piece to which you can 
 respond with a 250-500 word letter to the editor. 
 
 
WEEK 5 (ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY) 
Feb 8 
 Class work 
 1. QUIZ on chapter 7 and punctuation 
 2. Collection of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for Analysis of Methods (#3) 
 3. Return of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for Analysis of Ideas (#2) 
 4. Distribution of Student Full Analyses and Peer Evaluation Rubrics to  
 workgroups 
 5. Discussion of chapter 7 
 6. Discussion of UNITY & COHERENCE 
 
 Homework 
 1. Read chapter 6. 
 2. ASSIGNMENT 5 - Choose a topic on which to write an original Thesis  
 Argument and begin researching sources written on that topic and compile 
 bibliography for your topic annotated with one or two sentences analyzing  each 
 idea or method of persuasion you wish to address in your own Thesis Argument. 
 3. Email me a copy of ASSIGNMENT 5 by noon on Monday, February 15. 
 
Feb 10 
 Class work 
 1. Demonstration of online research for Thesis Argument. 
 2. Distribution of the ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY EXAMPLE  
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 3. Discussion of the ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 4. Distribution of an Example of Peer Evaluation Rubric for an 
 ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY  
 5. Discussion of UNITY & COHERENCE 
 
 Homework 
 1. Bring five hard copies of your Annotated Bibliography  
 (ASSIGNMENT 5) to the next class.   
 2. Evaluate the Full Analyses (ASSIGNMENT 4) from your workgroup peers and 
 bring the evaluations to the next class. 
 
 
WEEK 6 (ARGUMENT OUTLINE) 
Feb 15 
 Class work 
 1. QUIZ on chapter 6 and Unity & Coherence 
 2. Collection of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for Full Analysis (#4) 
 3. Return of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for Analysis of Methods (#3) 
 4. Distribution of Student Annotated Bibliographies and Peer Evaluation 
 Rubrics to workgroups (#5) 
 5. Discussion of chapter 6 
 6. Discussion of GRAMMAR 
 
 Homework 
 1. Read chapter 8. 
 2. ASSIGNMENT 6 - Write an outline of the argument you have been  
 researching for your original Thesis Argument.  Make sure the outline 
 contains your thesis statement. 
 3. Email me a copy of ASSIGNMENT 6 by noon on Monday, February 22. 
 
Feb 17 
 Class work 
 1. Distribution of the ARGUMENT OUTLINE EXAMPLE  
 2. Discussion of the ARGUMENT OUTLINE 
 3. Distribution of an Example of Peer Evaluation Rubric for an ARGUMENT 
 OUTLINE 
 4. Discussion of GRAMMAR 
 
 Homework 
 1. Bring five hard copies of your Argument Outline (ASSIGNMENT 6) to  
 the next class.   
 2. Evaluate the Annotated Bibliographies (ASSIGNMENT 5) from your  
 workgroup peers and bring the evaluations to the next class. 
 
WEEK 7 (MID-TERM GRADES) 
Feb 22 
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 Class work 
 1. QUIZ on chapter 8 and grammar 
 2. Collection of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for Annotated Bibliographies (#5) 
 3. Return of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for Full Analyses (#4) 
 4. Distribution of Student Argument Outlines and Peer Evaluation Rubrics to 
 workgroups (#6) 
 5. Discussion of chapter 8 
 6. Discussion of GRAMMAR 
 
 Homework 
 1. Read chapter 9. 
 
Feb 24 
 Class work 
 1. Discussion of chapter 8 
 2. Comparison of Works Cited and Annotated Bibliography 
 3. Discussion of GRAMMAR 
 
 Homework 
 1. Evaluate the Argument Outlines (ASSIGNMENT 6) from your workgroup peers 
 and bring the evaluations to the next class. 
 
 
WEEK 8 
Mar 1 
 Class work 
 1. QUIZ on chapter 9 and grammar 
 2. Collection of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for Argument Outlines (#6) 
 3. Return of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for Annotated Bibliographies (#5) 
 4. Discussion of chapter 9 
 5. Discussion of GRAMMAR 
 
 Homework 
 1. Read chapter 10. 
 
Mar 3 
 Class work 
 1. Discussion of chapter 9 
 2. Discussion of In-text Citations and Works Cited 
 3. Discussion of GRAMMAR 
 
 Homework 
 1. Read chapter 10. 
 
 
WEEK 9 (ARGUMENT ROUGH DRAFT) 
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Mar 8 
 Class work 
 1. QUIZ on chapter 10 and grammar 
 2. Return of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for Argument Outlines (#6) 
 3. Discussion of chapter 10 
 4. Discussion of PRECISION 
 
 Homework 
 1. Read chapter 11 
 2. ASSIGNMENT 7 - Write a rough draft of an original argument based upon your 
 research and outline.  The body of the Thesis Argument should include a 
 minimum of ten pages of double-spaced text with additional pages for Works 
 Cited, Annotated Bibliography, and Outline (in that order). Make sure you follow 
 all MLA guidelines for in-text citations, your works cited page, and your annotated 
 bibliography. Be sure to underline your thesis statement. 
 3. Email me a copy of ASSIGNMENT 7 by noon on Monday, March 15. 
 
Mar 10 
 Class work 
 1. Discussion of chapter 10 
 2. Distribution of an Example of a Peer Evaluation Rubric for Arguments 
 3. Discussion of PRECISION 
 
 Homework 
 1. Bring five hard copies of your Argument Rough Draft (ASSIGNMENT 7) 
 to the next class.   
 
 
WEEK 10 
Mar 15 
 Class work 
 1. QUIZ on chapter 11 and precision 
 2. Distribution of Student Rough Draft Arguments and Peer Evaluation  
 Rubrics to workgroups 
 3. Discussion of chapter 11 
 4. Discussion of PRECISION 
 
 Homework 
 1. Read chapter 12. 
 
Mar 17 
 Class work 
 1. Discussion of chapter 11 
 2. Discussion of PRECISION 
 
 Homework 
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 1. Evaluate the Argument rough drafts (ASSIGNMENT 7) from your 
 workgroup peers and bring the evaluations to the next class. 
 
 
WEEK 11 
Mar 22 
 Class work 
 1. QUIZ on chapter 12 and precision 
 2. Collection of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for Rough Draft Arguments (#7) 
 3. Discussion of chapter 12 
 4. Discussion of PRECISION 
 
 Homework 
 1. Read chapter 13. 
 
Mar 24 
 Class work 
 1. Discussion of chapter 12 
 2. Discussion of ECONOMY 
 
 Homework 
 1. Read chapter 13. 
 
 
WEEK 12 
Mar 29 
 Class work 
 1. QUIZ on chapter 13 and economy 
 2. Return of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for Rough Draft Arguments (#7) 
 3. Discussion of chapter 13 
 4. Discussion of ECONOMY 
 
 Homework 
 1. Read chapter 14. 
 
Mar 31 
 Class work 
 1. Discussion of chapter 13 
 2. Discussion of ECONOMY 
 
 Homework 
 1. Read chapter 14. 
 
 
WEEK 13 (ARGUMENT FINAL DRAFT) 
Apr 5 
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 Class work 
 1. QUIZ on chapter 14 and economy 
 2. Return of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for Rough Draft Arguments (#7) 
 3. Discussion of ECONOMY 
 
 Homework 
 1. ASSIGNMENT 8 - Write a final draft of an original argument based upon your 
 research and outline.  The body of the Thesis Argument should  
 include a minimum of ten pages of double-spaced text with additional  
 pages for Works Cited, Annotated Bibliography, and Outline (in that order). Make 
 sure you follow all MLA guidelines for in-text citations, your works cited page, 
 and your annotated bibliography. Don’t underline your thesis statement in 
 this draft. 
 2. Email me a copy of ASSIGNMENT 8 by noon on Monday, April 12. 
 
Apr 7 
 Class work 
 1. Discussion of chapter 13 
 2. Discussion of ECONOMY 
 
 Homework 
 1. Bring five hard copies of your Argument Final Draft (ASSIGNMENT 8) to the 
 next class.   
 
 
WEEK 14 
Apr 12 
 Class work 
 1. Distribution of Final Draft Arguments and Peer Evaluation Rubrics to 
 workgroups 
 2. Discussion of ECONOMY 
 
 Homework 
 1. Read chapter 15 
 2. Last week to email me ASSIGNMENT 9 (letter to the editor - WEEK 4) 
 
Apr 14 
 Class work 
 1. Discussion of ECONOMY 
 
 Homework 
 1. Evaluate the Argument final drafts (ASSIGNMENT 8) from your workgroup 
 peers and bring the evaluations to the next class. 
 
 
WEEK 15 
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Apr 19 
 Class work 
 1. QUIZ on chapter 15 and economy 
 2. Collection of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for Final Draft Arguments (#8) 
 3. Discussion chapter 15 
 4. Review for Final Exam 
 
Apr 21 
 Class work 
 1. Review for Final Exam 
 
 
Week 16 
Apr 26 
 Class work 
 1. Return of Peer Evaluation Rubrics for final draft Arguments (#8) 
 2. Review for Final Exam  
 
Apr 28 
 Class work 
 1. Review for Final Exam  
 
 
WEEK 17 
May 3 
 FINAL EXAM 
 
 
CORRECT FORMAT FOR ALL DRAFTS OF WRITING ASSIGNMENTS 
 
All assignments should be typed in a 12-point Arial font.  Since an electronic copy of all 
assignments must be emailed to me, all assignments must be typed on a computer with 
a word processing application.  MS Word is the most common and will cause you the 
fewest compatibility problems when you trade documents with me and with your fellow 
students.  
 
Except for the Full Analysis and both rough and final drafts of your ten-page Thesis 
Argument (Assignments 4, 7 & 8), all assignments should be typed single-spaced and 
with a full space between paragraphs.  Your letter to the editor (Assignment 9) should 
be typed in the format of a business letter.  An example of this will be provided during 
the fourth week. 
 
The Full Analysis and both rough and final drafts of your ten-page Thesis Argument 
must follow the MLA rules of formatting.  You can find these guidelines explained and 
illustrated in the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, pages 115-122.   
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Be sure to include a footer on each page of all written assignments.  This footer should 
be the document’s filename centered in the middle of the footer:  
 

2010-24_lastname_# 
 
The “lastname” in the filename should be your last name.  The “#” in the filename 
should be the document’s assignment number (1 through 9). 
 
 
PLAGIARISM 
 
Plagiarism is a serious offense that can result in your failing the course and can also 
result in the permanent, negative marking of your college file.   
 
What is plagiarism?  
 
1) Plagiarism is using someone else’s ideas without giving credit to him/her (in the 

specific paragraph in which you use that person’s ideas).  Use this method for 
paraphrasing:  
 
Jones explains this phenomenon is more common among adult males than females 
(172). 

 
2) Plagiarism is using someone else’s words without quoting them.  Use this method 

for direct quotations:  
 
Milgram wrote, “The essence of obedience is that a person comes to view himself as 
the instrument for carrying out another person’s wishes, and he therefore no longer 
regards himself as responsible for his actions.” (368). 

 
If you are ever unsure about any possible offense regarding plagiarism, it is always 
better if you bring it to my attention while you are drafting your essay (rather than my 
discovering something suspicious on my own, in your final draft).  Feel free to stop by 
my office for help in using outside sources in your writing.   
 
 
THE COLLEGE WRITING CENTER: 
 
When I am not available for consultation on your work-in-progress, you can also receive 
help from the college Writing Center.  The Writer Center provides a free service for 
students desiring additional assistance with their writing assignments in all courses.  It is 
located in the first floor of the Browning Bldg.  See the DSC web site (or English Dept. 
web site) for hours and contact information.     

 
 
OWL - ONLINE WRITING LAB 
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You can consult the Online Writing Lab website for information on a variety of issues 
related to writing, and for numerous links to other web-sites that will help with writing.  
To reach the page, go to the DSC home page, scroll to “Academics,” select the English 
Department, then select “Online Writing Lab.”    
 
 
DISABILITY STATEMENT 
  
If you are a student with a physical or mental impairment, and if you would like to 
request accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center (652-7516) in 
Room 201 of the Student Services Center.  The Disability Resource Center will 
determine your eligibility for services based upon complete professional documentation.  
If you are deemed eligible, the Disability Resource Center will further evaluate the 
effectiveness of your accommodation requests and will authorize reasonable 
accommodations that are appropriate for your disability.     
 
 
COMMUNICATION IS THE KEY 
     
If you feel a bit overwhelmed by all of this, don’t worry too much about it —most of your 
peers probably do as well.  Please remember that it is my job to help you 
successfully pass this course.  Try to think of me as a guide who will aide you.  If at 
any time you have questions or worries about the above requirements, please feel free 
to talk with me.  Again, my job is to do everything I can to help you succeed in this 
class!  (I know this document sounds a bit cold, but I'm really a nice guy.)      
 
I'll end with one last tip for succeeding not only in my class, but in college generally: 
communicate with your instructors.  We don't bite!  When you miss a class, 
communicate with us so we can help you get back on track.  You may still have to face 
the consequences of the absence, but if you don't communicate with us when missing 
class, we often assume you don't care about the course.   
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SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES OF THIS COURSE 
 
 
WRITING OBJECTIVES 
 
     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:   
 

 Assess the relationship of writers to audience and purpose. 
 Understand the value of undertaking the writing process in stages, including 

planning, brainstorming, organizing, drafting, revising, and proofreading. 
 Carefully choose and restrict the subject, and create a precise thesis statement 

that will control the selection, arrangement, and presentation of material. 
 Use the thesis/purpose statement to control the selection, arrangement, and 

presentation of support material. 
 Use strategies for creating effective overall structure, including the use of 

repeated key words, pronouns, synonyms, topic sentences, transitions, and 
parallel structure. 

 Know and use organizational and developmental strategies necessary to write 
individual paragraphs and the paper as a whole. 

 Compose introductory paragraphs that attract the reader’s attention, introduce 
the subject, state the thesis, suggest a plan of development, and set the tone. 

 Produce conclusion paragraphs that draw on a variety of techniques that bring 
the discussion to an end, and when necessary restate the thesis or summarize 
key points.   

 Organize and connect ideas and information in logical and meaningful order. 
 Develop the thesis throughout paragraphs that contain topic sentences, offer 

adequate supporting detail, and are joined by appropriate transitions. 
 Understand the value and process of collaboration in the writing process. 
 Use concise and precise language. 
 Write essays with correct usage and punctuation. 
 Select words appropriate to their subject and audience, and recognize the need 

for precise expression. 
 Prefer the concrete to the abstract, the specific to the general, and use active 

and precise verbs.   
 Practice word economy, using only those words, phrases, and details that are apt 

and necessary. 
 Use multiple sentence structures for emphasis and variety.  
 Recognize and avoid logical fallacies, emotional arguments, and misleading 

ambiguities. 
 Recognize and avoid jargon. 
 Use relevant, convincing, and sufficient evidence and logic. 
 Recognize and avoid all forms of plagiarism. 

 
 
READING AND THINKING OBJECTIVES 
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     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  
 

 Identify the writer’s thesis and purpose. 
 Understand the writer’s organizational strategies. 
 Recognize the writer’s tone, i.e., the author’s attitude toward subject and 

audience. 
 Assess the writer’s presentation of detail in support of the main idea. 
 Analyze the writer’s underlying assumptions and possible biases.   

 
 
RESEARCH AND SOURCE-SUPPORTED WRITING OBJECTIVES  
 
     By the end of English 2010, students will demonstrate their ability to:  
 

 Identify an information need and assess the appropriate resources  
 Demonstrate competent use of the computerized catalog, periodical indexes, and 

the variety of electronic databases available for research. 
 Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase, summarize, and quote source material. 
 Demonstrate the ability to use the MLA style of parenthetical documentation, 

bibliographic form, and research paper format. 
 Demonstrate the ability to synthesize research with their own ideas.   
 Develop an annotated bibliography as a step in writing a research paper.    
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I have read the document “Syllabus and Course Requirements” and I understand 

the definition of plagiarism.  

    

Print Name:      ___________________________________________  

 
Signature:         ____________________________________________________________   
 
Date:                   ________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Occasionally, I might need to contact students for emergency purposes.  If you 
don’t mind, please tell me your:     
 
 
Local phone:          _______________________________      
 
Email address:      _______________________________________________________ 
 
Alternate email: _______________________________________________________  
 
 
 


